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May 16, 2015 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
1 Corinthians 1:27-31 One And The Same Calling, by Andy McDonald 
 
Really? Is this what those verses intended? Do we really want to use, 
and what many would agree, abuse the scriptures in this way?   Would 
we seek to support that local stance for a universal understanding? Who 
will teach, and lead, and support all the ministries of our Bible classes 
we call Sabbath School from the youngest of our family to our most 
senior class if we narrowly apply these texts we just heard and remove 
all spiritual teaching authority from the women of our church, locally 
and globally? 
 
I believe these texts we’ve just heard from Paul, have been 
misinterpreted and misapplied and simply misused for centuries to 
allow and protect a male dominated Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
But before we go any further into today’s message it is important that 
we frame the context of our sermon. 
 
Today is the third in the series we titled “One And The Same.”  It is 
really a no brainer to recognize that there are a whole list of ways that 
we, both women and men, are NOT “One And The Same.”   
 
We really don’t need much help generating all the ways we are not 
“One And The Same.”  But in light of the discussion, debates, and vote 
that will be taken this summer that will affirm the various division of 
our denomination around the world to have the freedom to decide to 
ordain women as well as men to the ministry, I believe it is important 
for us to look at these four MAJOR Spiritual ways in which, despite all 
our differences, we are, male and female, One And The Same! 
 
We have One and the same problem—we are equally sinners! Some in 
both genders may have difficulty admitting it but it is real and it is true, 
“Hi, my name is Andy and I’m a sinner!”  In that problem we are one 
and the same.  
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Last week I hope it was absolutely clear that we escape our identical 
problem of sin by the one and the same salvation.  It is nothing you do 
but everything Jesus has done.  We are all one and the same invited to 
cast all our cares on Jesus and float in His wonderful marvelous grace. 
 
Today we are talking about One And The Same Calling. 
 
Preaching is a precarious profession.  Today as we talk about breaking 
down walls of gender separation when it comes to God’s calling there 
can be no doubt in my mind that among you who are listening there is 
spectrum of thought from one distant pole to another. 
 
And you know why you hold the beliefs and understandings about this 
and about every other topic on which you hold beliefs and 
understandings?  We hold our beliefs because we are sure they are 
right! 
 
You and I look into our hearts and minds and we see objectivity, and 
rationality.  We look at our beliefs and we see reality.   Whether we 
ever admit it to ourselves or not we confuse our understanding of the 
world with the world itself.  
 
It is important to remember that everyone of us is victim of  flawed 
thinking. God has said that his thoughts are not our thoughts and his 
ways are not our ways.  Some portion greater or lesser of our thinking 
is flawed.  
 
As God followers, as disciples of Jesus, as those open to the leading of 
the Holy Spirit, When we acknowledge that we are victims of flawed 
thinking we turn to scripture, to God's revelation of himself, and seek to 
line up, not with our skewed or flawed thinking, but with his revealed 
will.  
 
But how do we come to the Word of God?  How do we go about 
studying that Word, the Bible, so as to rightly understand it so we can 
order our lives by its divine directives? 
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First, in the "Body of Christ" let's assume the best about one another. I 
mean let's assume that regardless of one's method of interpretation, that 
all of our fellow followers of Jesus are seeking to live God honoring 
lives intending to allow the Spirit to direct us to rightly understand 
God's Word and live accordingly. 
 
One of the flaws of our human understanding of nearly everything, is 
that once we believe we have a "correct" understanding we assume 
those who do not see it from our perspective are wrong.  When we are 
confronted  with challenges to our belief system we cascade down 
through three assumptions about those who don’t see things our way, 
those people who are, at least from our perspective wrong. We make 
 three very prejudicial assumptions about the "opposition".  

The first assumption we make about those who disagree with us is the 
Ignorance Assumption. We are pretty sure that our beliefs are based on 
the facts so we conclude that the reason they disagree is that they 
haven’t been exposed to the right information—they are just ignorant. 
 
We imagine that if we generously share that information with them, 
then they will see the light and come on over to our team.  Sometimes 
our Ignorance Assumption may be right.  Those who see it differently 
may not have been exposed to all the facts.   
 
Of course the Ignorance Assumption may also be wrong because we 
might be wrong.  When we really investigate the facts they might 
contradict our own beliefs! 
 
And most troubling of all is sometimes the facts might be sufficiently 
ambiguous to support multiple interpretations. 
 
 
But generally speaking when other people reject our beliefs, we think 
they lack good information, but when we reject their beliefs we think 
we possess good judgment. 
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But when it turns out that those who see things differently are not 
ignorant; when we realize they have all the same facts that we do and 
they still disagree with us, we then move to the second assumption, 
which  is that they are idiots! 
 
We recognize that they have all the right pieces of the puzzle, but that 
they are to moronic to put them together correctly.  They have the facts 
but not the brains to comprehend or understand the facts. 
 
While writing her book titled, “Being Wrong,” Kathryn Shulz 
interviewed a left-wing lawyer who described growing up in a 
politically progressive environment and then attending a liberal (in 
every sense) arts college.  As a consequence, she told Kathryn, “It 
wasn’t until I went to Yale Law School that I met people I disagreed 
with, ideologically, who were incredibly smart.” She said, “This is 
going to sound ridiculous, but it wasn’t until then that I realized that 
conservatives could be intelligent.”  (Being Wrong p. 108) 
  
But we do it with people of different faiths and even with those of 
different denominations within the same Christian faith. 
 
The members of each theological tribe convince themselves that all 
their interpretations are correct and that those who don’t agree are 
ignorant or idiot. Fellow Christians will say of one another’s belief, 
“what kind of idiot could actually believe…” 
 
And attempting to answer that question leads us to the third 
assumption. When we realize that the people who disagree with us have 
all the same facts we do and are actually pretty smart, then we move on 
to a third assumption: they know the truth, and they are deliberately 
distorting it for their own evil purposes. 
 
It may be easier to see if, for a moment, we take it away from God and 
Truth and Salvation and illustrate it in the more mundane world of 
politics. 
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A Democrat and a Republican meet for lunch. Their conversation 
wanders to the horrific problem of homelessness in America, or maybe 
to crime, or the obvious need for prisons to do a better job.  Whatever 
the problem there is nearly a perfect match in their awareness of the 
problem and empathy for those affected by that problem.  It is only as 
they shift the conversation from problem to potential solutions their 
different assumptions about the role of government, personal rights and 
freedoms, economics, the responsibilities of citizens who have 
resources, etc. that these differences cause them to begin to not be able 
to hear each other. 
 
Momentarily each assumes the differing solutions are only because the 
other person lacks information (the Ignorance Assumption).  They 
imagine that if they can just enlighten the other with the “facts’ they w 
would come around.  
 
But as each comes to realize that the other has all the same facts, all the 
same puzzle pieces they may not wish the conversation to continue 
because each begins to think the other an idiot! 
 
There must simply be some deficit in the mind and ability of the other 
to understand things correctly (like I obviously do) so to continue this 
conversation is to lower myself to try and communicate with an idiot. 
But if they hang together just a little longer and each begins to come to 
respect the intelligence of the other, comes to believe they both have 
good problem solving skills and are actually pretty smart, then in time 
each will move to the assumption that their opponent knows the truth 
but they are deliberately distorting it for their own evil-minded 
purposes. 
 
 
 
So among Christians, among brothers and sisters in the larger church 
body or even a local congregation, when both sides come to this place 
all the texts about loving one another, about looking out not only for 



6 
 
your own interests but for those of others, of seeking peace, they all fly 
out the window, and lines of communication and seeking understanding 
are replaced with battle lines. 
 
It is critical that as Christians we make good assumptions about those 
who may interpret some piece of the Bible very differently than we do. 
We may be firm in our belief that they are mistaken, or even wrong-
headed, but even when we are convinced that they are wrong we cannot 
assume and project on them these three assumptions of Ignorance, 
Idiocy, or Evil. 
 
It is in this light that the report from the North American Division of 
Seventh-day Adventists Theology of Ordination Study Committee 
Report included this paragraph: 
 
“We believe that an individual, as a Seventh-day Adventist in thorough 
commitment to the full authority of Scripture, may build a defensible 
case in favor of or in opposition to the ordination of women to the 
gospel ministry, although each of us views one position or the other as 
stronger and more compelling.” (Theology of Ordination Report p.6) 
 
Whether or not we have identified or recognized it about ourselves, as 
Christians, a large part of what compels each of us to come to our 
understandings about scripture are related to our hermeneutics, our 
methods of interpretation and application of the Biblical text. 
 
There are some, and I am not one of them, who take a position that if 
the Bible does not directly affirm a teaching or practice then it should 
not be considered.   
 
While others, and I’m in this camp, believe that if they Bible does not 
in principle or direct teaching prohibit a teaching or practice then it is 
fair to be considered. And as you will see in the hand out you will 
receive as you leave, this seems to be the practice of the founders of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Movement. 
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Much of today’s message may seem to some to be off topic, but I 
believe that understanding the ways we are One And The Same, in even 
taking firm stands on our understandings is also a great opportunity to 
know our propensity to the three assumptions of ignorance, Idiocy, and 
evil regarding those who see things differently, and how we must not 
go there. 
 
God is a calling God.  When Adam and Eve together moved from 
perfection to sin and hid from God.  God came calling.  When Jesus 
arrives John writes: “The one who is the true light, who gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world.”   John 1:9 
Jesus was the lamb who takes away the sin of the world. 
God so loved the world. 
 
God calls. His calling is not one calling for men and a different calling 
for women.  Sure there are different gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit, 
but they are not gender specific, they are gifts of the Holy Spirit for the 
benefit of the Body of Christ. 
 
It could even be argued that in Jesus’ life and ministry he accentuated 
and gave evidence of God’s intended Creation idea of equality.   
Christ gave women special opportunities to fulfill a primary role in the 
main events of his ministry: his birth, miracles, outreach missions, 
death, and resurrection. 
 
Women weren’t normally included in genealogical records of the time, 
but along with Mary four women are found in Jesus genealogical 
record.   
A woman receives the call and is the first to hear the news of the 
incarnation. 
The first Samaritan to respond to the call of Jesus was a woman who 
then evangelizes her town 
The first Gentile to respond to the call of Christ is a woman 
It was a woman Jesus had called to new life in him who was first to see 
him after the resurrection. 
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It was women called of God who were the first witnesses about the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 
When Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers it is clear he was writing 
to the whole church women and men. And he wrote: Remember that 
few of you were wise in the world’s eyes, or powerful or wealthy when 
God called you.   
 
Peter reminds his readers in 1 Peter 2:9 You are a chosen people, You 
are a kingdom of priests, God’s holy nation, his very own possession.  
This is so you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you 
out of the darkness into his wonderful light.  
 
How many blessing have we missed, 
  How much good in ministry has been lost 
    How much more could have been done for the kingdom  
 
Had we recognized that when it comes to calling of God we are One 
And The Same. 
 
Please remember that ordination is simply the recognition, the 
congregation’s acknowledgement and official agreement that God has 
called this person to certain purpose in fulfilling the church’s mission. 
 
When God makes a selection, when God calls a person like Esther, or 
Deborah, Isaiah’s wife, or Phillip’s daughters or one of thousands today 
who have heard God’s call, for us the church to not recognize, when all 
evidence is present, when all the spiritual and leadership and servant’s 
heart evidence backs up the call, for us to not recognize and affirm that 
call as One And The Same as God’s call in a man’s life is blasphemous. 
It is deciding that we and our culture and our bias and our tradition can 
supercede God’s call and it isn’t so.   
 
Since God has called us all out of darkness isn’t it time we stepped into 
the light and acknowledge his call.  Because “in Christ” is our cultural 
context.  We are not compelled by politics, church structures, national 
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or cultural frameworks but as followers of Jesus our identity is “In 
Christ.” 
 
And “ 
“In Christ” there is no Jew nor Greek. No nationalistic, ethnic, regional, 
socio-political distinction or separation or party spirit. All those 
distinctions and labels may fit and even some be useful in the world but 
not in Christ. 
 
In Christ no Seventh-day Adventist and non-Seventh-day Adventist 
In Christ no ethnic distinctions.  NO US AND THEM! 
 
In Christ no slave or free.  In Paul’s time he’s calling for radical 
common ground in Christ.  No distinctions based on economics. 
 
And then a most radical wall to break down.  A wall it seemed to deny 
the very essence of natural law and creation itself. 
 
In Christ there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ.” 
 
So when it comes to calling we are One And The Same and if we are to 
trust God’s calling and when the same evidence of that calling we 
expect from a man is evidenced in a woman may we be subservient to 
God’s will and recognize and acknowledge that call with ordination for 
you are all one in Christ. 
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What is some belief that you used to be sure was correct but 
no longer hold as accurate? 
 
When was a time you were arguing with someone and trying 
to share additional facts because you made the “Ignorance 
Assumption”? 
 
How easy is it for you to make the “Idiocy Assumption” about 
people who have the evidence but still don’t see it your way? 
 
When you recognize a person has the facts and you believe 
them to be pretty smart how tempted are you to denigrate 
them to be holding their position for evil intentions? 
 
What do you think about God’s call being the same for girls 
and boys, men and women? 
 
What do you think about our not recognizing God’s call as 
being a form of blasphemy—putting ourselves above God? 
 
Are you more “If the Bible doesn’t affirm don’t do it” or “If the 
Bible doesn’t restrict go for it”? 
 
What place do you believe “ordination of women” has in the 
church today?   
 
How will you relate to those who see it differently? 
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