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June 6, 2015 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Philippians 2:1-13 What Frames Our Vision  by Andy McDonald 
 
Much, much more is possible than we ordinarily think. 
 
When I hear a person say “I can’t” or they speak for the company I’m 
calling for assistance and they respond to my request with “we can’t” I 
want to scream back to the phone, “It’s not that you can’t. Be honest 
with me it is that you won’t. What I’m asking isn’t impossible except 
that the frame of  your thinking is limited.  If you will enlarge your 
frame, or get a new one you’d see that you can, even if you choose not 
to it isn’t because you can’t but because you won’t!” 
 
The problems that appear to be without solution appear that way 
because of the frame our minds have created, our point of view. 
 
I’ve just started reading a book about the building of the Panama Canal 
and in the early discussions, and survey’s and explorations the mental 
frame of some of those folks made them certain that such an 
undertaking was impossible. 
 
It was clear in the frame of reference among athletes and track and field 
experts that it wasn’t possible for a human to run a mile under four 
minutes. But then in 1954 Roger Bannister did just that and since then 
many others have done that and since then the record has moved 17 
seconds faster. 
 
What we think is possible or impossible is greatly influenced by how 
we frame things by our point of view.  
 
Most of your limitations and most of mine are self imposed. Too often 
we have bought into the sinful concept of scarcity—that there isn’t 
enough. That in this world it is all about staying alive and making it 
through of surviving in world of scarcity and peril. Fear and scarcity 
thinking are part of the frame that sin has brought to our picture of the 
world. 
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God wants to reframe our picture.  His universe, the very place of his 
being is a generative place of abundance.   
 
Here’s the dichotomy—we are never enough. Because of sin we are 
limited, we are finite—BUT God is enough.  God is source of endless 
life. He is the God with whom there is no shortage.  
 
The stories recorded about Elisha would suggest we could call him the 
Prophet of the God who is ENOUGH. 
 
Maybe you’ll remember these occasions in his life.  One day the widow 
of fellow prophet came to Elisha and cried out to him that her husband 
is dead and he feared the Lord, but no w a creditor has come 
threatening to take her two sons as slaves for payment of debts.  Elisha 
asked her what she had in her house and all she had was a small flask 
of oil.  And it’s like the lights go on in Elisha’s mind, inspired by the 
God he worshiped the God of enough. And Elisha told  her to borrow 
as many empty jars as you can from your friends and neighbors.. So 
she and her sons filled up their house with empty jars and containers.  
Then she shut the door and did as Elisha said and poured olive oil from 
her flask into the jars. She filled every jar to the brim with oil and then 
sold it and paid her debt. Elisha knew the God he served was the God 
of enough.   
 
Later during a famine a guy brought Elisha a sack of fresh grain and 
twenty loaves of barley bread. And like the loaves and fish with Jesus 
Elisha said to give it to the group of prophets so they can eat.  
 
Elisha’s servant was skeptical, he had a scarcity mindset. “What, feed 
one hundred people with only this?” 
 
But Elisha said give it to the group of prophets so they can eat, for the 
Lord says there will be plenty for all, there’ll be enough. There will 
even be some left over!  And sure enough there was plenty for all with 
leftovers just as the Lord had said. 
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You see so much of our lives are invented by the story we tell 
ourselves, by the frame we create.  And our frame then opens our lives 
to abundance or shrinks our lives with thoughts of scarcity.  
 
But if we can adopt Elisha’s frame then we can be clear that God is 
enough, has enough, is big enough, knows enough, is resourceful 
enough. Is gracious enough. 
 
But too often we are affected by a frame of scarcity.  We look in the 
mirror and our scarcity frightens us.  When we focus on ourselves we 
can’t help but to eventually become fearful, because we aren’t enough, 
and we don’t have enough—enough wisdom, enough understanding, 
enough goodness, enough righteousness, enough time, enough money. 
 
And when we get stuck there the list of things we cannot do enlarges. 
When we get stuck there our lives get locked in scarcity and 
inadequacy and fear prevails. When scarcity prevails in our thinking we 
can never be available to our world. We can’t risk loosing control. We 
must hold and hoard—whether it’s our stuff, our resources, or grace 
and love. Scarcity pushes us toward being exclusive.  There’s only 
enough for us no extra for “those people.” 
 
Hear this clearly—God calls, he invites us into self-forgetfulness 
(forget all of our self limitations) and instead focus, give our attention 
to, tell ourselves the story of how we are part of God’s infinity, and HE 
IS ENOUGH! 
 
 I am no art aficionado, no expert. But I do know that picture frames are 
important.  
 
I’ve been in galleries or at an art show and I’ve seen a painting 
enhanced by the frame around it.  And I’ve seen art where the frame 
distracted so much from the art it held that you lost the value of the 
picture.  
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In friendly debate or even serious conflict on a committee about some 
important issue I’ve noticed that often the one who wins is the one who 
best framed their argument.  Sometimes inferior ideas win the day 
because they were so well framed, or the frame was made so significant 
and was so well done that those on the committee were wowed or 
distracted by the frame and so they bought the idea, voted the motion. 
 
How things are framed is important. 

A father passing by his son’s bedroom was astonished to see that his 
bed was nicely made and everything was picked up. 
 
Then he saw an envelope, propped up prominently on the pillow that 
was addressed to ‘Dad.’ With the worst premonition he opened the 
envelope with trembling hands and read the letter. 
 
Dear Dad: 
It is with great regret and sorrow that I’m writing you. I had to elope 
with my new girlfriend because I wanted to avoid a scene with Mom 
and you. I have been finding real passion with Stacy and she is so nice. 
But I knew you would not approve of her because of all her piercings, 
tattoos, tight motorcycle clothes and the fact that she is much older than 
I am.  But it’s not only the passion…Dad she’s pregnant. 
 
Stacy said that we will be very happy. She owns a trailer in the woods 
and has a stack of firewood for the whole winter. We share a dream of 
having many more children. 
 
Stacy has opened my eyes to the fact that marijuana doesn’t really hurt 
anyone. We’ll be growing it for ourselves and trading it with the other 
people that live nearby for cocaine and ecstasy. 
In the meantime we will pray that science will find a cure for AIDS so 
Stacy can get better. She deserves it. 
Don’t worry Dad. I’m 15 and I know how to take care of myself. 
Someday I’m sure that we will be back to visit so that you can get to 
know your grandchildren. 
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Love, 
Your Son Cody, 
P.S.. Dad, none of the above is true. I’m over at Tommy’s house. I just 
wanted to remind you that there are worse things in life than the report 
card that’s in my center desk drawer. 
I love you. 
Call me when it’s safe to come home. 
 
Whether it is bad news we have to deliver, a picture your child painted, 
or an idea in the board room, or setting up a show or movie how it is 
framed makes a difference.  

In his letter to the Philippians Paul presents a frame. Listen or follow 
along in your Bible as I read Philippians 2:3-13 from the New Living 
Translation 
 
Don't be selfish; don't live to make a good impression on others. Be 
humble, thinking of others as better than yourself.  
4 Don't think only about your own affairs, but be interested in others, 
too, and what they are doing.  
5 Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus had.  
6 Though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights as 
God.  
7 He made himself nothing; he took the humble position of a slave and 
appeared in human form.  
8 And in human form he obediently humbled himself even further by 
dying a criminal's death on a cross.  
9Because of this, God raised him up to the heights of heaven and gave 
him a name that is above every other name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.  
12 Dearest friends, you were always so careful to follow my 
instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away you must be 
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even more careful to put into action God's saving work in your lives, 
obeying God with deep reverence and fear.  
13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire to obey him and 
the power to do what pleases him. 
 
Somewhere along the way that frame for our thinking as Christians has 
been knocked crooked.  
 
In our culture today those who are not Christians or who once were 
followers of Jesus and who aren’t today don’t think of Christians as 
unselfish, humble, thinking of others as better than yourself, who are 
not just about what they want but are interested in others too and what 
they are doing.   
 
Somewhere on the journey of history we’ve forgotten the frame that 
God is working in us to will and to do according to his good purpose. 
 
That we are called to have the mind of Jesus who was willing to make 
himself nothing and to die because he wants not just his own best but 
our best.  He wants to be our sufficiency because we are not enough but 
he is.   That just as he came not to be served but to serve he calls us to 
do the same for our world.  
 
And there is nothing to fear.  We can serve the world and pour out 
ourselves because there is no scarcity only abundance with our God 
who is enough. 
 
Why do we need a Vision Frame?  About 6 years ago when we adopted 
our vision frame some wondered then why do we need the frame? 
 
Well first because whatever our time sensitive vision proper, the picture 
we will put in the center of that frame needs the clarity and support of 
the frame the context of what we are about.  
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The side of the frame that we have emphasized the most and will 
continue to do so is our Mission: Loving people into a lifelong 
friendship with God. 
 
Whatever picture of vision we put in the center of the frame will always 
need to harmonize with our mission. 
 
Here’s why this is so serious and so important to me as pastor.   
Our God is a God of grace and love.  His will is for us to lay down the 
burden of being enough and rest in the reality that he alone is enough,  
His grace is sufficient for all.  That he wants to transform you and me 
and everyone in our world more and more into the very image of Jesus, 
the perfect embodiment of love. 
 
The most important thing we can be involved in is to let God love us 
and then let God love people through us. What the world needs now is 
LOVE sweet Love! And God is love. 
 
There are many people in our world that believe Christianity and 
Judgmental are synonyms!  But one side of our Vision Frame contains 
our values and our first value is Love-Acceptance-Forgiveness-and 
Grace!  WOW!   
 
If this is our value if we consistently act in harmony with this value the 
world will experience Christianity in its best light.  Whatever vision 
picture hangs in this frame in must support and be supported by four of 
our values: Love-Acceptance-Forgiveness- Grace,  The Bible, Worship, 
and Participation. 
 
Whatever our vision that hangs in this frame it must be pursued with 
our strategy.  It is a relational strategy.  It was Jesus strategy and we 
believe it is the one strategy that will provide true success in reaching 
people.   
 
Go mingle/connect with people, demonstrate compassion, meet needs, 
win confidence and then invite them to join you in following Jesus. 
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When we talk about loving people into a lifelong friendship with God it 
isn’t about an information dump. We believe our strategy is the way  
Jesus did it and the way we are to do it. The gospel travels best into a 
person’s life over a relational bridge. 
 
When a person steps into a lifelong friendship with God at the Hospital 
Church we believe there are four measures, observable practices that 
will evidence themselves. 
 
Lifelong friends of God here will be about loving people as they were 
loved into  a lifelong friendship with God.  
 
Friends of God here will attend worship regularly, volunteer, and 
support FHC with their tithe and offerings. 
 
I believe that the greatest gift you can give someone is to get them 
connected to the redeeming, transforming power of the God who is 
enough. 
 
I believe that every person would live a vastly better life if God’s love, 
grace, and redemption were operating in their lives. 
 
Next week we will talk about the picture of vision that hangs in the 
center of this frame for our next season as a church.  But for now it is 
important to review and solidify and strengthen the frame. Because The 
God who is enough wants to do immeasurably more than you can ask 
or even imagine because of who he is.  And he calls you to not just 
look after your own interests ( if you do that you’ll drift to scarcity 
thinking)but to also look out for the interests of others, to have Christ’s 
attitude being willing to become nothing, to serve so others can be 
saved.  And we can do that because we know that God is working in us 
to will and to do according to his good purpose, and he is the God who 
is enough.  Our Vision frame reminds us that our frame is one of 
abundance because we are friends with the God who is enough. 
 
Much, much more is possible than we ordinarily think. 
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What do you believe is God’s intention for you?   
See John 15:15-17 
 
How does a picture frame add or detract from the picture it 
holds? 
 
How do you feel or what do you think about our “Mission”  of 
“Loving people into a lifelong friendship with God?” 
Strengths? Weakeness? 
 
 
How do your personal values match FHC’s Values of Love-
Acceptance-Forgiveness-and Grace, the Bible, Worship, and 
Participation?  If they don’t match could you adopt  them? 
 
 
Which part of our strategy is easiest and which part is most 
difficult for you? Strategy-Go connect with people, 
demonstrate compassion, meet needs, win confidence, 
invite people to join us in following Jesus. 
 
 
What do you think about our four measures of a member? 
Involved in mission, attends worship regularly, volunteers, 
supports with tithe and offerings. 
 
How does it make sense that the “Vision Frame” will support, 
guide, and strengthen our Vision? 
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