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[SLIDE #1 – Title Slide] 
 
You know, following Jesus as I have for the last 30 years, I find it helpful 
periodically to ask myself this question:  Are Jesus and I really interested in the 
same things? 
 
What, after all, is Jesus really passionate about?  I know what I’m interested in.  
But if I set aside for a moment my own personal preoccupations and sincerely 
consider with a clean slate what Jesus is passionate about, what do I come up 
with?  What does Jesus love?  What does Jesus hate?  What really makes God’s 
heart beat fast?  And do I really share in those passions?  Or, has my relationship 
with God drifted into one of those stale, dormant romances where He has his 
interests and I have mine. 
 
This morning, I would like to spend a few minutes exploring what for many of us 
might be somewhat unfamiliar passions of God – namely, God’s passion for the 
world and God’s passion for justice. 
 
First, God’s passion for the world.  
 
God loves the world.  Now I know it might seem obvious but let’s step back 
together this morning and consider this world that God utterly preoccupies God’s 
passion. 

• It’s an enormous and messy world – with all of its billions of people 
stretched out over vast continents of confusing places and cultures;  

• with all its remote masses who are far away, unfamiliar and so utterly 
unlike us;  

• with all its chaos and complexity and dizzying disorder.   
 
This is the world that God loves. It’s all over the scriptures. We know from John 
3:16 that it was because God so loved the world that he gave His only son that 
whoever belies in him should not perish but have eternal life.  We know from the 
Old Testament that the whole reason God called out the nation of Israel was so 
that they would become a blessing to this world that God is so passionate about. 
 
Jesus wakes up every morning utterly filled with a passionate love for the vast 
world he created and all its people for whom he died. 
 
What, on the other hand, am I interested in?  You know, what I’m most often 
interested in – what I’m really passionate about?  Is me. I’m passionate about me. 

• trying to be a better Christian than that so… 
• my immediate family 
• all the people that I like, and who like me, and who are like me. 

 



This can become my world of interest, passion, preoccupation, energy and effort 
– everything that’s all about me and mine. 
 
Now I think Jesus finds this preoccupation with me and mine rather natural and 
understandable.  But just because something is natural and understandable 
doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s godly. 
 
So, I think we can at least agree on a better goal.  And that would be the goal of 
having a heart more like Christ, a heart that is growing in its love for the broad 
world that Jesus loves. 
 
That’s the basic invitation I want you to hear this morning: It’s Jesus’ winsome 
call to a new season of exploring His passion for the world. It’s an in invitation to 
recover the bigness of heart that our Maker intended us to have, before fear and 
our fallen nature so impoverished the richness of our love. 
 
But as we begin this journey beyond me and mine and out into the word that lies 
beyond our own borders – what do you believe the people in our world will find 
most difficult to believe about the Christian faith?  I think the hardest thing for 
people in our world to believe about the Christian faith is simply the idea that 
God is good – because they are in so much pain.  
 
How is it believable that God is good? 
 
We know that: 

• 25,000 children die of starvation each day.   
• 1.5 billion have no access to health care 
• millions of children live on the streets 

 
How are they supposed to believe that God is good?  In a world of so much 
suffering and hurt, what is God’s plan for making it believable that He is good? 
 
From Scripture the answer is very clear.  WE are the plan. 
 
Now you may be thinking something like, OK, God, we’re just brainstorming 
here… and no idea is a bad idea… but that’s a bad idea!! 
 
[SLIDE #2 -Matt 5]  
Matthew 5:14, 16 
In Matthew 5 Jesus says to his disciples: 

You are the light of the world … let your light so shine among men, that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.  

 



This is a verse that get’s more and more challenging the longer you look at it. You 
are the light of the world. You are the light of the world.  

Not: 
• “You could be the light of the world…” 
• “You might be the light of the world…” 
• “I sure hope you turn out to be the light of the world…” 

 
[SLIDE #3--2 Cor 5] 
The Apostle Paul says one of the most amazing things in II Corinthians 5 when he 
says:  

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal (to the world) through us.” 

 
What an amazing invitation: That we would be ambassadors of God’s goodness – 
telling and showing the world of the great goodness of God. 
 
And so for thousands of years, Christians have been trying to make it believable 
that He is good by going into the darkness and bring the light of Christ love: 
 

• if people are suffering because they have never heard the gospel…we tell 
them 

• if people are suffering because they are hungry…we feed them 
• if people are suffering because they are sick…we provide medical care 
• if people are suffering because they are homeless…we build them shelter 

 
In doing so, we make it believable that God is good. 
 
 
But there is another category of people who are suffering in the world 
– and they aren’t suffering because they have never heard the gospel, or don’t 
have food, or don’t have shelter, or don’t have medicine.  They are suffering 
because they have an oppressor.  They are suffering because of the abuse of other 
people.  These are the victims of injustice. 
 
What is injustice? 

• vague term in our culture 
o Someone stealing our right of way 
o Someone in the express lane with 13 items 

 
Just so you know, this is not what the Bible is talking about when it refers to 
ijustice. 

• In Scripture, injustice is a specific kind of sin.  Injustice is the abuse of 
power to take from others the good things that God intends for them – 
their life, their liberty, their dignity, the fruits of their love and their labor.  
 



[SLIDE #4-Ecc 4:1] 
Ecclesiastes 4:1   

I saw the tears of the oppressed and they had no one to comfort them, but 
on the side of the oppressor was power 

 
King David – Abuses his power to steal Bathsheba and have Uriah murdered 
 
[SLIDE #5-Psalm 10] 
This is what we see in… 
Psalm 10:8-9 

They lie in wait near the villages; from ambush they murder the 
innocent. Their eyes watch in secret for their victims; like a lion in cover 
they lie in wait. They lie in wait to catch the helpless; they catch the 
helpless and drag them off in their nets. 
 

Now, to our ears that might sound a little melodramatic. I mean, do these things 
really happen in our modern culture?  
 
What does injustice look like in the world today? 
 
I work for a ministry call the International Justice Mission and I’d like to 
introduce you to some people that my colleagues and I have met through while 
serving amongst the poor in our world. 
 
First I want you to meet Shama … [SLIDE #6-Shama] 

• Shama was 10 when we met her.  
• Something terrible had happened in her family 3 years earlier. Her mother 

was about to give birth in their rural village in India. It was clear she would 
die if they couldn’t bring a doc to village.  

• But doc would only come if they had the equivalent of $35 to pay him. 
Family lives on a little more than $1 per day – and they use it daily to eat. 
They’ve never had as much as $35 in a lump sum before.  

• The only way to get the money was to borrow from a money lender. And he 
would only give them the money if they agreed to sell Shama to him to 
become a slave.  

• So here’s how she lives her life (point). She sits in one place on the floor 
12-14 hours a day six days a week rolling cigarettes.  

• If she doesn’t roll 2000 Cigarettes per day she gets beaten.  
• There are schools in her community but Shama doesn’t get to go to them. 

There’s no time for that. Just a 15 minute break a day for lunch.  
• And the cruel trick is that she only gets out of the slavery if she can pay off 

the debt, with interest, in a lump sum. It can’t be worked off over time – in 
fact Shama is more in debt three years later than when she started.  

• She’ll be a slave her entire life and even pass it on to her children.  
• This is completely illegal in India where Shama lives, but how many slaves 

do you imagine there are today in India alone?  



 
The UN tells us there are 14 million. The Walk Free foundation estimates that 
there are more than 35 million slaves in our world today. How are they, how is 
Shama supposed to believe that God is good? 
 
Or, what about Jyoti … [SLIDE #7-Jyoti] 

• Jyoti came from a very abusive situation also in India.  
• And one day in desperation she ran away from the abuse only to find 

herself confused and not knowing what to do.  
• She was in a train station and some women noticed her distress and 

approached her. They said, “Jyoti, come with us to the city and we can get 
you a job in a restaurant so you can support yourself.” She said she didn’t 
really trust the women but she didn’t know where else to turn. So, 
reluctantly she agreed to go with them.  

• And sure enough, on the way there she was given some tea that had been 
drugged. And when she awoke she’d been sold into a brothel for about 
$280.  

• She told the brothel keeper, “You can’t make me do that kind of work, I’m 
just 14.” So they took Jyoti and put her in an underground holding cell 
where for several days they beat her with metal rods, plastic pipes and 
electrical cords and forced her to drink lots and lots of alcohol until finally 
she agreed to serve her first customer.  

• From her very first day she had to serve 20-30 customers per day, every 
day, without ever being allowed to leave the confines of the brothel –  

• And all of this in a city with one of the worst HIV/AIDS epidemics in our 
world today.  

 
UNICEF tells us there are somewhere between 800,000 and 1 million children 
taken new into forced prostitution every year. How are they, how is Jyoti 
supposed to believe God is good. 
 
As Christians how are we suppose to think about such suffering? 
 
We begin of course by asking:  How does GOD regard such suffering? 
 
[SLIDE #8-Psalm 10] And for this we return to Ps. 10 verses 17 – 18 

You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and 
listen to their cry, defending the fatherless and the oppressed, in order 
that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more. 

 
This is the good news!  God hates injustice and wants it to stop.  We have written 
a book called Good News About Injustice – and people ask:  What’s the good 
news about injustice?  And the answer is:  God’s against it.  And that matters. 
 
Listen to Ps. 35:10 (no slide) 



My whole being will exclaim, “Who is like you, O Lord? You rescue the 
poor from those too strong for them, the poor and needy form those who 
rob them.” 

 
But that raises a question doesn’t it.  If God’s against it and He wants it to stop, 
how exactly does he do that?  What is His plan? 
 
Once again Scripture makes clear – WE are the plan. 
 
[SLIDE #9-Micah 6:8] 
Micah 6:8   

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God? 

 
You would think that if our good God was kind enough to give us a short list of 
just three things he expects of us and the very first thing on that short list was to 
DO JUSTICE, that we would pay attention to it! 
 
[SLIDE #10-Isaiah 1:17] 
Isaiah 1:17  

Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow. 

 
WE – you and I – are God’s plan for seeking justice.  We are God’s plan for 
making it believable for the victims of injustice that He is a good God. 
 
But we hear these stories and facts and figures and we feel so powerless, so 
overwhelmed. We sense the overwhelming need – and the total inadequacy of our 
resources. We feel bolted to our seats with despair. 
 
It is in these moments that we should remember the story of disciples and the 
feeding of the 5,000. 
 
You remember the story … 

- Jesus is teaching, people are riveted, following all day 
- disciples say send them away to get something to eat 
- Jesus says: feed them 
- Don’t have enough:  overwhelming need – inadequate resources 
- Back to you Jesus 
- What do you have? 
- Little boy with sack lunch his mom made for him 
- Andrew: “What are these among so many?” 
- Give them to me 

 
In that moment, Jesus takes responsibility for the miracle. 



-the boy was responsible for obedience; simply offering what he had so 
that Jesus could do the miracle 
 

Jesus proceeds to feed 5,000 people 
 
Why did Jesus do it that way? Do we imagine that Jesus needed the boy? Or the 
disciples?  Why not just dump a bunch of manna on them for old time’s sake? 
 

• One Reason might be that Jesus wanted to give one particular boy a very 
cool day. (Goes home thinking, “I can’t wait till mom asked me if I ate my 
lunch!”)  

o And what a small day he would have had if he had just eaten his 
own lunch by himself. 

o Now he’ll never forget what Jesus can do with his meager offering.  
 
Because when we put what little we have into the hands of Jesus, miracles can 
happen. At IJM we experienced this in the process of getting to know Shama. 
 
[SLIDE #11 - Shama] 

• IJM was able to send a group of lawyers to India to take on Shama’s case.  
• In fact we documented Shama and 10 other cases of illegal bonded slavery.  
• And in the process we uncovered a huge bonded slavery syndicate.  
• We took these 11 cases to the court on a Friday and made an appointment 

to see the judge on Monday.  
• All weekend we prayed that God would bless this little lunch of a report 

that we offered up.  
• Someone in the group suggested that we find a local church to pray with 

other Christians, but we were in the middle of Southern India where the 
Christian population is lower than 2%.  

• But we did manage to find a church in the area. And who should turn out 
to be the guest preacher that very day? The Judge! He was a sincere 
follower of Jesus who cared deeply about the children.  

• He didn’t just free the 11. He freed the entire syndicate of 494 children 
[SLIDE #12- cascading pictures of children], out of slavery into 
freedom and back into school.  

 
And clearly, all this happened because everyone at IJM is an absolute genius.  
 
Of course not… It happened because we have a God of Justice who is just 
yearning for his people to come forward with a little obedience so that he can do 
what he yearns to do: bring justice to the oppressed. 
  
 
[SLIDE #13 Jyoti]  
And finally, Jyoti tells us in her own words that one day one of the other girls in 
the brothel told her about a god named Jesus who might be able to help. For a 



young Hindu girl it’s no problem to add another God to her collection. So Jyoti 
just started to pray simply… Jesus… Jesus. How does Jesus answer such prayers? 
It turns out that sometimes we get to be involved. 
 
[SLIDE #14 – Jyoti & Brothel] 
Within a week of Jyoti starting to pray Jesus, an IJM investigator was able to 
infiltrate Jyoti’s brothel, get her testimony and take it to a secure police contact 
who was able to lead a raid on Jyoti’s brothel getting her out of her nightmare 
and eventually into Christian aftercare where she came to know Jesus as her 
personal savior. 
 
Sometimes the idea of Jesus being our personal savior can seem rather abstract, 
but not for Jyoti because she saw the body of Christ (that’s what we’re called) 
actually show up in her nightmare and get her out. She was so emboldened by her 
rescue and what God had done in her life that when she heard we were doing 
another raid on the same brothel she said, “Let me go with you so I can help you 
find more of the girls.” So she came with us and helped us rescue two more girls, 
one of which was Kalindi.  
 
[SLIDE #15 - girls] 
Kalindi told us the brothel keepers had been tipped off and had hidden some of 
the younger girls. Kalindi said, “Let’s go right now, I know where they are 
hidden.”  
 
[SLIDE #16 – video should start automatically – no sound please!] 
 
These are girls who are literally coming out of the darkness of slavery and into the 
light of freedom – all because IJM showed up for Jyoti and Jyoti for Kalindi and 
Kalindi for these girls. 
 
We simply offered to Jesus what we had – and watched him perform miracles.  
 
 
What does all of this mean for us?  For some of us, it may mean a whole new 
journey of exploring God’s passion for the world beyond me and mine.  
 
We want to invite you to respond in a couple of specific ways:  

at the IJM Table in the church lobby) 
 

a. books available The Just Church (&others) 
b. Introduce Advocacy Card… 

 
 
In a world of so much suffering and need, I often ask myself why we have been 
given so much. Surely there is a vital use for all the assets and resources we have 
at our disposal? 
 



Let me answer the question with this final story. When I was a kid I used to watch 
a show called Wide World of Sports. (This was in the days before ESPN.) There 
was a lot of crazy stuff they would show, but in my early teens every once in a 
while they would have a show about body builders. And they fascinated me. I 
think as a scrawny little kid I liked the idea of having muscles that big and 
powerful. You’ve seen these men (and women) – the huge necks, the gigantic 
biceps… It was awe inspiring to me as a kid. 
 
But now, when I look at them, I can’t really help but wonder what all the muscle 
mass and power is for…really, the only thing it’s for is posing! 
 
The only time it really comes in handy is when there’s a crisis in the kitchen, and 
the jam jar’s stuck, and they save the day by popping open the jam jar. 
 
So here’s my prayer for you and for me. It’s that with all the opportunity, 
resource, power and privilege we have been blessed with, that we won’t settle for 
simply opening jam jars.  
 
But, instead, that God would rescue us from all things small and petty, and move 
us out into the world with the courage to show His goodness to the many who are 
in deep pain.  May God find us useful for the things he is really passionate about. 
 


