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July 18, 2015 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Acts 4:1-22 Creative Confrontations and Crucial Conversations, by 
Andy McDonald 
 
Last week it was a privilege for us to have Jim Martin share with us and 
challenge us to join with God’s heart to make the world he loves a 
more just place.  Of course last week in light of recent developments in 
our own denomination, I was touched as I listened to Jim share that 
violence against women accounts for more death and disability of 
women than do cancer, malaria, car accidents and war COMBINED! 
 
It was Charles Bradford, while serving as the President of the North 
American Division who said, “There is no church but he local church.” 
And this local church has and must continue to stand up for gender 
equality, for in Christ that is no Jew and Gentile, no slave nor free, no 
male or female for while some verses of scripture may be able to be 
used to deny that reality, when we look at the what the Bible as a whole 
says, it is clearly that in Christ we are one, and that is what we want to 
drive us as we move forward as the Florida Hospital Seventh-day 
Adventist Church united in Jesus Christ.  
 
Let’s pray.  Father may we be part of answering the prayer of your Son 
on the night before the crucifixion when he prayed that his followers 
would be one. It is beyond our nature to lay down ideas and thoughts 
and heritages of superiority.  Forgive us when we’ve imagined the 
doctrine of the remnant to make us think we are anything more than 
leftovers.  We just want to be your church in this place, a church with 
the faith and full trust in Jesus just like the early church.  Father keep us 
make us a people in this place who fully lean on Jesus name. That’s 
what we want to do as we open your word right now. Please reveal 
yourself and your will, In Jesus name we pray, Amen.  
 
It is so easy, when feelings of newness are running high, when we’ve 
shaken off the burdens of tradition, it is easy and it is tempting to 
proverbially throw babies out with the bathwater. 
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It would have been easy for Peter and John to have cast aside all their 
traditions in favor of the new.  I mean they had just recently 
experienced the crucifixion, death, burial of Jesus.  They were the first 
men to experience the empty tomb. They had met with Jesus when he 
appeared in the upper room,  they had eaten breakfast with Jesus on the 
shore of Galilee.  They watched him ascend into the clouds heading 
back to his Father and the glories of heaven.  It would have been easy 
to kick all their traditions to the curb.   
 
But in Acts 3:1 we find Peter and John going up to the temple at what 
the Bible calls the 9th hour.   
 
The regular day of  Jewish life began at  6am and proceeded to 6 pm 
when the day of business would end.  While believers in God were 
understood to be able to pray at any time anywhere, there was in Peter 
and John’s upbringing the special times of prayer designated to stop 
and pray and when possible to actually go to the temple and pray. 
 
Those hours of prayer were 9am 12noon and 3pm. When the day starts 
at 6 am the 9th hour would be the 3pm prayer time.  Here are two of the 
freest tradition busting disciples but they are still practicing the 
tradition of the 3pm prayer and even doing so by going to the temple.  
 
As they are making their way up the stairs to the temple they encounter 
a begger.  Maybe his friends had just set him by the temple entrance. It 
was where he might have the best hope of some pittance from those 
with God on their mind headed to the temple to pray.  By 3 pm some of 
those coming to pray might have already been paid for a day’s work 
and have coinage with which they might show generosity.  
 
His lame condition wasn’t new.  He’d been lame since birth. 40 years 
he’d suffered.  And so when he saw Peter and John about to go into the 
temple he began asking to receive some donation. 
 
Just as this happened to Peter and John it has happened to most all of us 
at some point.  Maybe it’s just the guy holding the cardboard sign as 
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we exit I4.  Or maybe it is someone sitting on the sidewalk.  Or maybe 
the panhandler who approaches us as we get gas.  
 
The needs are overwhelming.  When we encounter the beggar we may 
not be interested in their story.  We may, I know I have, judged them to 
be lazy or devious, and not just in bad circumstances.  
 
How often do we focus our eyes elsewhere so as to not make eye 
contact, like we can pretend to not see the need.  Well Peter didn’t do 
that.  In fact Acts 3:4 say that Peter along with John fixed his gaze upon 
him and said to the beggar, “Look at us!” 
 
Now the beggar is hopeful. When people egage they usually give. I 
mean it’s hard to look a crippled beggar in the eye and then just walk 
on by.  So the beggar is hopeful, he’s expecting a gift.  But as soon as 
Peter opens his mouth there’s initial disappointment. 
 
Peter says, “I don’t have any silver or gold!” with that the beggar is 
about to turn his attention to whomever is the next one coming to the 
temple, but his attention is arrested because Peter continues: “But what 
I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—
walk! 
 
And reaching down and seizing him by the right hand he raised him up 
and immediately his feet and ankles were healed and strengthened, and 
with a leap he stood upright and began to walk and he entered the 
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.  And all the 
people saw this and they recognized it was the beggar from the 
Beautiful Gate, and the people were filled with wonder and amazement. 
 
Now as a crowd gathers Peter sees an opportunity to preach. And what 
does Peter preach? He preaches about Jesus.  He reminds them of their 
collusion in Jesus death.  He tells them the lame beggar was made well 
on the basis of faith in the name of Jesus.   That while it all appeared 
bad with the crucifixion, that Jesus was raised from the dead and is 
alive, and it was Jesus’ power who healed this crippled beggar. 
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It was while Peter and John were explaining all this to the huge crowd 
that was there that the priests, and temple guard and Sadducees came to 
break things up. 
 
The “captain of the temple guard was called the Sagan. As the right 
hand man of the High Priest he was responsible for keeping things in 
order.  The size crowd that had gathered would inevitably queue the 
captain and his guard to show up.  The text mentions that the 
Sadducees were along.  They didn’t believe in the resurrection of the 
dead—that’s why they were sad you see! But more important than 
doctrinal teaching they were chummy with the Romans to insure that 
they might retain their wealth, comfort, prestige and power. A large 
crowd causing a disturbance would not be good for them. 
 
They didn’t like the fact that Peter and John were proclaiming in Jesus, 
the resurrection from the dead so the Bible says they laid hands on 
them and put them in jail for the night. There’s no time for a hearing at 
this late hour so they just put Peter and John in the jail. 
 
I wonder.  What do you think Peter and John talked about that night?  
Maybe John looked over at Peter and said, “I warned you.  No good 
deed goes unpunished.  The Beggar is out there healed and free and 
here we are in jail!  What were you thinking Peter?  We could have just 
minded our own business and gone and prayed and be home with our 
families now.  I don’t think so. I imagine they may have talked about 
family, surely about Jesus, maybe they remembered that this group that 
has imprisoned them are the same gang that got Jesus crucified would 
that be their fate.  ( they didn’t know how the story would turn out) 
 
I imagine there was some time spent marveling at the miracle working 
power of Jesus.   
 
The next day they are hauled into the supreme court of the Jews—the 
Sanhedrin.  This court had power to rule but couldn’t execute people 
except for gentiles who trespassed the inner courts of the temple. 
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The Sanhedrin then had 71 members.  The ruling High Priest was ex 
officio the president. The  larger body had number of priests most of 
whom were of the party of the Sadducees.  Some members were scribes 
those who were experts in the law. Of course there were Pharisees who 
were the fanatics about observing the law.  There were some “Elders’ 
who were respected men from the community.  And there were those 
Called “priestly families”.   The high priest was traditionally an 
inherited position appointed for life and while it wasn’t that way from 
37bc to 67AD there were like 28 high priest but they were all pretty 
much from 4-5 families.  At this time even after a high priest had been 
deposed, he often remained the power behind the throne. Sort of an 
ultimate “good ole boy’s club.” 
 
When the court is in place they bring in Peter and John.  They have just 
one question for them, and it is this, “By what power, or in what name 
have you done this?” 
 
Maybe Peter and John had spent the night surrendering to the Spirit, 
seeking the Spirit to provide the right words as Jesus had promised. 
Jesus instructed them and us, “And when you are brought to trial in 
synagogues and before rulers and authorities, don’t worry about what to 
say in your defense, for the Holy Spirit will teach you what needs to be 
said even as you are standing there.”  Luke 12:11 
 
The humor of the Holy Spirit comes out a little more in the NLT. 
 
Then Peter filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them. “Leaders and elders  
of our nation, are we being questioned because we’ve done a good deed 
for a crippled man? (really you jailed us overnight and now we are in 
court because we were kind to a cripple beggar? You are like the 
supreme court of our nation don’t you have more important things to be 
doing?) 
 
The Holy Spirit Jesus promised is giving Peter boldness and words. 
 
“So Do you want to know how he was healed? 
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“Let me make this as clear as possible.   Let me clearly state to you and 
to all the people of Israel that he was healed in the name and power of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you  crucified, but who God raised 
from the dead.—by this name this man stands here before you in good 
health.   
 
Jesus is the one referred to in the scriptures where it says, the stone that 
you builders rejected has now become the very corner stone. 
 
Peter is unequivocal and we should be too.  For some it sounds 
exclusive but when understood it is the most inclusive text in all of 
scripture.  Acts 4:12  Peter continue his Holy Spirit inspired speech: 
 
“There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 
heaven for people to call on to save them.” 
 
There is no other name under heaven that has been given among me, by 
which we must be saved.” 
 
It might to some sound haughty and know it all.  It might appear as 
narrow and exclusive.  But it isn’t.  Here is the reality God had this 
enormous problem called sin.  It started in heaven and its virus infected 
this earth. It was God’s problem and there was just one solution and 
that solution is Jesus. 
 
Everyone who experiences salvation will have received that gift 
through and by the merits of Jesus Christ, whether they know it or not. 
Salvation is God’s work in Jesus Christ not our work.  We use to sing 
the song Jesus Saves, Jesus Saves!  And it is true.  
 
I’ve probably quoted it too much Titus 3:4-7 
God our Savior showed us his kindness and love. 
He saved us, not because of the good things we did 
He saved us because of his mercy. 
He washed away our sins (we don’t wash up he washes us) 
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He gave us a new life through the Holy Spirit (we didn’t attain it he 
gave it. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us WHY because of 
what Jesus Christ our Savior did.   
He declared us not guilty because of his great kindness 
And now, because of everything he’s done, we know that we will 
inherit eternal life!! 
 
The Sanhedrin were amazed.  They despised Peter and John as 
uneducated and untrained men, but scripture says they were marveling 
and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. 
 
This year we’ve been looking each month at one of the Spiritual 
Disciplines.  And practicing them is a way for us to spend time with 
Jesus. They are ways to give Jesus access to our lives that he might 
influence us so that people might come to recognize us as having been 
with Jesus. 
 
In our story today the Sanhedrin  can’t deny the crippled beggar now 
healed who is standing with them. The whole court is silenced, vs. 14 
says “They had nothing to say in reply.” 
 
They send them out so they can deliberate.  
“What shall we do with these men?  
“Everyone in Jerusalem knows about this obvious miraculous healing? 
“The crowd of some 5000 are with these guys.”  
“Lets just warn them to not speak to anyone any more in this name.” 
 
When Peter and John came back into the court the leadership 
commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
 
But Peter and John answered and said to them “Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the 
judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard.” 
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When they had threatened them further they let them go, because they 
couldn’t figure a way to punish them without causing a riot because all 
the people were glorifying God on account of this healing. 
 
Martin Luther faced it. 
Peter and John faced it. 
Many many others have faced it.  That choice to obey God or some 
religious tribunal. 
 
Today in our 21st century world we face it again. 
 
The story is amazing and like Peter said it is a joy unspeakable and full 
of glory and the half has never yet been told. 
 
Jesus, God incarnate, came to our world, God with us. 
Jesus lived a perfect life 
Jesus died a sinless death 
Jesus rose again and returned to his father 
Jesus gives us his ticket to life with him the father and the Holy Spirit 
And Jesus is coming again to take us to be with him. 
 
And Jesus calls you.  
He calls each of us into a divine partnership. 
 
We bring our weakness and join it to his strength 
We bring our ignorance and it is joined to his wisdom 
We bring our unworthiness and it is lost in his righteousness 
We bring our poverty and it is eclipsed by his exhaustless wealth 
 
In the book Acts of the Apostles  chapter on this story is this quote: 
“Jesus only—in these words is contained the secret of the life and 
power that marked the history of the early church.” P.64 
 
Pray for God to rain his Holy Spirit in your life that Jesus might be 
lifted up Jesus only it’s all in the name of Jesus and like Peter and John 
we will obey God rather than man and tell the story of Jesus. 
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When did you do a favor for someone that got you in hot water?    
 
 
How do you feel when you encounter someone begging? 
 
 
Why don’t we see more healings on the way to church today? 
 
 
How can we apply the principle of “what I have I give to you”? 
 
 
When have you ever gotten in trouble for saying that Jesus has 
been resurrected and is alive? 
 
 
What is the principle here about telling the truth even when those 
asking may not be anxious to hear it? 
 
 
Who in your life should you be having more crucial honest 
conversation? 
 
 
About what have you felt you’ve been told to keep your mouth 
shut and how do you apply Acts 4:12-obey God over man? 
 
 
How compelled to you feel to tell the story of Jesus? How could 
you up the urge? 
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