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When did growing cause some growing pains for you?    
 
 
When were you part of something small you wish was larger? 
 
 
How do you think God want us to go about fulfilling the “Great 
Commission” to go make disciples everywhere? 
 
 
What about your life and practice would attract a friend to want to 
follow Jesus? 
 
 
What do you think about organizing the church by the gifts of the 
Spirit? 
 
 
If the word “Church” is about local congregations and the global 
body of Christ, how are some ways you may have misused it? 
 
 
How do you feel about the idea that as part of the body of Christ 
that we all belong to one another (Romans 12:5? 
 
 
How will you discover your gifts and find your place to serve? 
 
 
In what ways can you build unity with other followers of Jesus? 
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August 1, 2015 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Acts 6:1-7  Growth for Growth’s Sake Can Be a Major Problem, by 
Andy McDonald 
 
I imagine that when Jesus was about to head back to heaven and he 
shares with his followers what we call the Gospel Commission or the 
Great Commission that there was a certain excitement that caught those 
disciples attention.   
 
These 11 sort of early adopter, first generation disciples, have felt both 
the comfort and the weight of smallness. For 3 ½ years it was just Jesus 
and them.  The whole team of leadership for this new thing called the 
Kingdom of God, could all get in a small boat and cross the lake.  The 
whole of this new movement could have had room to spare in 15 
passenger van.  
 
They undoubtedly had grown close as they shared life. But in their 
minds I imagine they were ready for something larger. They wanted to 
see some progress.    
 
Sort of like kids raised on the farm in some rural small town area who 
love home and friends, but who long to see their circle enlarge.  Of 
course even during Jesus ministry there was a second tier of followers.  
In Luke 10 we learn that Jesus selected 72  and sent them out as an 
advance team prior to his showing up at a village.  
 
There’s no story but I can’t help wonder what the original 12 thought 
about this 72! Were they happy?  Were they jealous and turf 
protective? Were they excited that the numbers had enlarged? 
 
As Jesus is about to leave he seems to clearly commission his followers 
to grow in numbers.  “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I 
have given you. And be sure of this:  I am with you always, event to the 
end of the age.” 
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After Jesus has returned to heaven in Acts 1 Peter speaks to the a group 
of about 120 believers and then Peter preaches after Pentecost and Acts 
2: 41-42 says, “Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and 
added to the church—about 3000 in all.  So kaboom! From a small 
handful it jumps to over 3000. They joined with the other believers and 
devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship and sharing 
in the Lord’s Supper and in prayer. After Peter and John heal the 
crippled guy  Acts 4 says so the number of men who believed was like 
5000 not counting women and children.  
 
Just barely into the book of Acts, about the early church and the 
numbers are exploding from the small intimate inner circle feel now its 
jumped virtually overnight to 1000’s probably somewhere between 15-
20,000. 
 
And this brings us to our text for today Acts 6:1-7.  Here’s a reality we 
all face. We love growth and we may even see growth as progress until 
it means my life, my lifestyle, my preferences are put at risk! 
 
We’ve just been hearing it right here in College Park.  Most people 
think of College Park Community as starting just on the other side of 
I4, so we sit here on the edge of that community. We participate in the 
College Park Jazz Festival, and Orlando Junior Academy, our grade 
school is definitely in College Park.  I believe the people of that 
community like to think of themselves as progressive.  In the little 
college park community paper there have been celebrations of the 
growth along Edgewater of some new restaurants, and shops. We all 
like having places to eat and visit. But when they built the five story 
condo’s Wellsely right in the heart of the community people weren’t so 
much for change.  Now there’s the proposed apartment/condo’s next 
door. And there is opposition to the growth and the coming traffic.  It 
will mean a more crowded Publix, and more cars, and it will affect our 
college park lifestyle.  But we love the new restaurants, and they need 
patrons and so to keep some of the benefits that come with population 
density we loose some of the quaintness that comes with less density. 
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There are trade offs that come with the changes growth brings. 
 
Acts says, “But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were 
rumblings of discontent.” 
 
You know the truth is humanity hasn’t changed much.  Churches all 
want to grow until they do!  In fact the Christian church at large and 
most individual churches may be more in love with the idea of growth 
more than the actuality of growth. 
 
When we grow it causes some discomfort. 
 
Can you remember going through those growth spurts as a kid?  I 
remember having clothes or shoes I really liked and because of growth 
I could no longer wear them, they simply didn’t fit any more. 
 
When was the last time you allowed yourself to grow mentally.  To 
take on a new mental construct that challenges one you’ve always held?  
When do we let new thinking challenge old prejudices?  Do we relish 
the idea that you shall know the truth and the truth will set you free?  
Yea, we like the idea of truth setting us free until we discover truth that 
makes something we’ve always held, always believed into a lie.  At 
that moment we feel more discomforted than free. 
 
At my mom’s home is a door jamb where my Dad, started marking the 
growth of his grandchildren, there are pencil lines and dates and names. 
He died when his oldest grandchild was 12, and the marks stop.  But 
even if we live to record all those growth points to full adulthood, they 
are much easier to celebrate than ideological shifts that may come  as 
our babies move to independent adult thinkers whose thinking may 
diverge from the family tradition. 
 
Growth in the church can be challenging.  Today you may have had a 
hard time finding a parking place.  There was a time when that wasn’t a 
big deal at all.   Maybe you came in the those seats you wish had a 
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reserved sign with your name on them were already occupied and you 
had to shift.  Maybe you grew up in a church where everybody looked 
and sounded like you, were all from your part of the world, and to day 
you worship here at a united nations congregation with people literally 
from around the world. 
 
Or there is style of service, a type of music, a look for those on the 
platform, and because it is different here week to week this growth may 
not be fully fun for you! 
 
Rapid growth in the early church brought on some rumblings of 
discontent. 
 
The story seems to indicate that the complaint was real. It wasn’t just 
whining, there was a real problem.   
 
Often when growth takes place our discomfort with some aspect of the 
growth discomforts us and we may whine.  Just a selfish whining that 
we aren’t getting our preferences, we are being inconvenienced  
in some way.  
 
That wasn’t what was happening here.  This was a real problem.  This 
was playing favorites to one group and dising another.  
 
The early church apparently had continued the Jewish practice of 
visiting the markets and homes to  make a collection for the needy 
partly in money and partly in goods. Then they would make a 
distribution to those unable to support or fully support themselves. 
 
Most of the early Christians in Jerusalem were converts from Judaism 
and these came from two primary groups.  There were the Jerusalem 
and Palestinian Jews who spoke Aramaic and prided themselves as the 
pure Jews with no foreigners in their family tree.   And then there were 
the Jews from foreign countries who had come to town for Passover 
and now Pentecost and they were converted.  These had been away 
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from Israel long enough to have lost the native tongue and  who now 
spoke Greek. 
 
The complaint that arrises as the numbers increase is that the Greek 
speaking widows were not getting an equal distribution of food as the 
Hebrew widows. 
 
Why was this happening?  Maybe it was prejudice based!  Maybe it 
was intentional; Or maybe not.  Maybe we are just encountering the 
necessary beginnings of church organization.  Maybe this neglect or 
abuse is happening because the wrong people are doing the job. 
 
The text implies that the apostles are the ones distributing the food.  
 
In our day of organizations it’s not easy to imagine No Church 
Organization!  So as it began how would it best be organized? What 
system would be used? 
 
Some might argue that it was hierarchal. That the apostles were at the 
top and now some lesser  individuals should be called in to handle the 
lesser work.  But hierarchical systems don’t match Jesus teaching.  He 
said that outside of his circle people love to exercise authority over and 
rule over but in my kingdom, in the thing I’m building called church 
“Not so among you.” My teaching is servant leadership.  Whoever 
wants to lead must be the servant of all.    So whatever system by which 
the church will be organized won’t be hierarchical.  
 
I propose that the scripture here is simply illustrating organization by 
the gifts of the Spirit.   
 
The fact is that the job was being done poorly because those gifted for 
preaching and teaching were trying to do the ministry of equitable 
distribution for which they were not equipped or gifted.  They could do 
the job, fulfill the role, but it wasn’t in the best interest of growing the 
kingdom of God called the church to have them serve in that role.  
 



6 
 
It wasn’t a lesser job just a different function of the body.  According to 
vs 3 it demanded, “brothers well respected, and full of the Holy Spirit 
and wisdom.  With these new leaders in charge of distribution it didn’t 
mean that the apostles couldn’t, on occasion, help with distribution, or 
that these 7 men couldn’t ever preach and teach.  What is clear is that 
this  new thing in it’s infancy of organization would function best when 
each part of the organism does the function they are most naturally and 
spiritually gifted to perform. 
 
These are the early organizing principles of the thing we call church. 
What happened in our story vs 5 says “this idea pleased the whole 
group.”  These seven were selected, prayed over by the Apostles with 
the laying on of hands. 
 
And here’s what resulted, vs. 7 “God’s message was preached in ever 
widening circles. The number of believers greatly increased in 
Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted too.” 
 
When we are the church  and do church and be church the way God 
intends there will be good results.  And unfortunately the opposite is 
probably likely when we aren’t the church and don’t do church or be 
church God’s way the results will be bad.  
 
Jesus said that he would build his church on the rock of the reality that 
Jesus is the Christ the son of the living God the cornerstone of the 
church. 
 
Never let your mind imagine that the church is yours, it is no man’s it is 
Jesus Christ’s Church.  
 
And when we say “Church” what do we mean.  The word in Greek is 
ekklesia  it is a combination word made up of two words put together—
ek means out and kaleo means called so church at it’s root is the called 
out. 
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Our SDA Bible Dictionary says that when used of the Christian church 
it has several shades of meaning.  

1. A church meeting as (Paul writes  “When you come together as 
a church” 1 Corinthians 11:18 

2. It means the total number of Christians living in one place like 
the saints or Christians in Galatia would be the church in 
Galatia 

3. And it refers to the church universal (Matt 16:18) Jesus calls it 
“My Church” as in all who follow Christ everywhere. 

Looking at our story from Acts 6 it is important to note that in the 
organizing of the responsibilities and duties that would be part of the 
church the NT model seems to emphasize the local community. Maybe 
even that there are really only two manifestations of Jesus church, the 
church he says he builds, and that is the local body of believers, that 
group that lives in community as the new community of reconciliation, 
and then the global universal big body of Christ of which very member 
is a part.   
 
Paul writes to the Romans “So in Christ we who are many form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others.” This isn’t talking 
about the Hospital Church or the one they were struggling to organize 
in Jerusalem in the first century, this is talking about all who are in 
Christ.  We form one body of Christ on earth.  You and I may not 
interpret some scriptures the same, we may think differently on a whole 
host of things in life, but if we are “in Christ” we are part of the one 
and only body of Christ universal.  We share with all others the great 
new community of reconciliation. Our unity with all our brothers and 
sister in Christ is our shared belief that Jesus is the savior who is God 
incarnate, lived, died, rose again and will return. And  he is building his 
church. 
 
And that church is manifest in two places and only two. One is 
invisible and one visible.  There’s the big universal body of Christ, his 
church without walls of any separation for all who believe in Jesus.  
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And then there are visible units like this one, local congregations. 
Everything between local churches and the universal body of Christ 
may be necessary for some structure and operations but be careful to 
not call those pieces church.  Visible tangible hands on church is 
always the local church.  
 
God still intends his church his body to be organized by the Holy Spirit 
and not by man.  It is the Spirit who gives gifts as he sees fit to the 
church  and no part of the church is less than any other part.   
 
Peter and John, James and Bartholomew weren’t superior to Stephen 
and Philip and Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas 
No they were all part of the body, gifted by the Spirit, to make the body 
as healthy and whole as possible. 
 
When growth brings discomfort we can move beyond that discomfort 
by organizing according to the gifts of the spirit that each of us may 
fulfill God’s work in us. 
 
Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is part of it. 
 
When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he moved religion and 
spirituality and the coming church from an individual pursuit to life in 
community.   Our Father, give us our  daily bread, forgive us, deliver 
us.” 
 
Part of Church is the recognition that we aren’t on this journey alone. 
We are more than family we are all part of the same body.  Jesus has 
opened not just heaven’s door but he door of the inner circle and he 
invites us to be in community forever his original plan restored. 
 
Let’s pray.  Our Father, we want to be your church. Draw us into life 
together that we might support, encourage, lift up one another to be 
lovers of people into a lifelong friendship with you. Amen 
 


