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November  7, 2015 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Ephesians 1:1-2:10  Why Church? For Worship    by Andy McDonald 
 
Why Church? That question brings to mind a legend which recounts the 
return of Jesus to glory after his time on earth.  Even in heaven where 
all is perfection, Jesus had the scars of the cruel cross and shameful 
death.   
 
In this legend, Gabriel approaches Jesus and said,  “Master, you must 
have suffered terribly for humanity down there.  Jesus confesses he did 
and the Gabriel continued with a question, “And do they know all about 
how you loved them and what you did for them?” 
 
“Oh, no, Gabriel,”  Jesus said, “not yet.  Right now only a handful of 
people in Palestine know.” 
 
Perplexed, Gabriel asked, “So what’s the plan?  What have you done to 
let everyone know about your love for them?” 
 
Jesus responded, “Here’s the plan.  I’ve asked Peter, James, John and a 
few more friends to tell other people about me.  Those who are told will 
in turn tell still other people about me, and my story will be spread to 
the farthest reaches of the globe. Ultimately, all of humanity will have 
heard about my life and what I have done.” 
 
Now Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical. He knew too well 
the weakness and deficiencies of humanity.  “Yes, interesting plan<” he 
said,  “but what if Peter and James and John grow weary? What if the 
people who come after them forget?  What if over time people just 
don’t tell others about you?  Haven’t you made any other plans?” 
 
Jesus answered, “I haven’t made any other plans.  I’m counting on 
them.” 
 
21 centuries later. . . he still has no other plan. There is no doubt that 
when Jesus left he commissioned us to go tell his story to everyone 
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everywhere.  Evangelism of the world is certainly a huge part of 
answering the question “Why Church?” 
 
We have determined here at the Hospital Church that our very reason 
for existing is to love people into a lifelong friendship with God.  Our 
very reason for existing is to fulfill Jesus’ “Great Commission” to go 
and make disciples and baptize and teach. 
 
Maybe part of Gabriel’s consternation in the legend is because 
whenever we encounter the church we really are dealing with two 
churches. 
 
One of those churches is glorious. It is the church that is a force for 
good in the world.  It is exemplified as light in the midst of darkness.  It 
is salt that stops moral corruption and adds zest and flavor to human 
life.  It is strong even in times of weakness, it is loving, forgiving and 
godly. 
 
But scripture, especially a story Jesus told, teaches that embedded co-
existing with that church is another that is selfish, power-hungry, cruel, 
dangerous and devilish. It is a church that has encouraged human 
hatred and caused society to erupt in bloody conflicts in the name of 
God and religion. 
 
Unfortunately Jesus says we aren’t to mess with trying to fix this 
problem.  His story is that these two occupy one space called church.  
That he sowed good seed that creates the first church and that in the 
night an enemy Satan sowed weeds in the same field that creates the 
second church.  
 
And when it was discovered that there were tares sown among the 
wheat the initial reaction was, “Let’s go pull out the weeds!”  But in his 
infinite wisdom Jesus said “No! Let the grow together until harvest. If 
you try and purify the field by pulling the weeds now you’ll uproot 
some of the good wheat.  Bide your time and at the harvest the two will 
be easy to distinguish and they will then be separated. 
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The tares in the church are false Christians.  Ray Stedman (Body Life 
p. 3) writes, “The sones of the evil one are the false Christians, never 
born again by the power of the Spirit of God through faith in the Word 
of God, but who imagine they are Christians because they have fulfilled 
some certain ritual, have joined local church, or are relying on  outward 
moral conduct or intense social concern or acceptance before  God.  To 
themselves and to many outside the church, they appear to be 
indistinguishable from the true Christians.” 
 
So over these three weeks as we try to answer the question “Why 
Church?” As we look at three big purposes or practices Worship, 
Fellowship, Service, it will be important to keep in mind that the 
church is always at risk of false worship, counterfeit fellowship, and 
selfish service BECAUSE the church we see and experience is never, 
this side of the second coming, just one church  but rather two as wheat 
and tares occupy the same territory. 
 
Before we plunge into to the subject of worship just a little more about 
church.   It goes to this whole idea of two churches in one.  Part of that 
mystery of wheat and tares is our HUMAN ability to make the 
distinction.  We just aren’t capable of reading the heart.  We are too 
focused on the outward. It reminds us when Samuel goes to anoint 
David and he is impressed with one of David’s older brothers , and the 
Lord says to Samuel: Do not consider his appearance or his height for I 
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. 
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
1 Samuel 16:7   
 
You may have heard me or others talk about the visible and the 
invisible church. Others refer to the external and internal church.   
 
Part of the great Protestant reformation was a reaction to the elevation 
of the external the visible church of Rome, and really against the 
external conception of the church.   
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Berkof writes in his Systematic Theology, p. 564 It [the reformation] 
brought the truth to the foreground once more that the essence of the 
Church is not found in the external organization of the Church, but in 
the Church as the communio sanctorum [the communion of the saints.] 
 
For Luther and Calvin the Church was simply the community of the 
saints, basically those who believed and were sanctified “in  Christ” 
and who choose to live under his authority or headship. 
 
This concept of church was a reformed concept.  The Roman Catholic 
defined church as something within its jurisdiction and control.  Church 
is defined as “The congregation of all the Faithful, who, being baptized, 
profess the same faith, partake of the same sacraments, and are 
governed by their lawful pastors, under on visible head on earth.” 
 
This “church” was then divide into “the Church consisting of those 
who rule, teach, and edify” and “the Church  which is taught, governed, 
and receives the sacraments.”   If pushed in the strictest  sense it is the 
those who rule, teach and edify who are the Church and those taught, 
governed, who receive the sacraments are only indirectly the church. 
 
The reformers held up the idea that the invisible internal church is the 
true and real church.  Only the true believer whose heart is judged by 
God alone is part of the invisible church, while the visible and external 
church will contain the both genuine believers and false believers. 
 
In this light whenever we refer to any body between local 
congregations and the universal invisible body of Christ as “the 
church” it is a misuse of the term church. From the technical Protestant 
view there is only one visible manifestation of the church and that 
would be a local congregation, and beyond that only the invisible 
church. 
 
Maybe we can make it more simple—From Jesus parable of the wheat 
and the tares, while both may, at early stages, be indistinguishable, the 



5 
 
wheat is the invisible church  and will in time be separated from the 
tares. 
    
We are going to explore the answer to question, “Why Church?” by 
digging into Paul’s the letter to the Ephesians. Of all the writings we 
call the New Testament, Ephesians is the one agreed to be the most 
direct teaching on “the church.” 
 
I believe that a strong case can be built that the first purpose of the 
church is worship.  The very first of the Ten Commandments is in the 
KJV-Thou shalt have no other God’s before me. 
In better translations we find it worded: Do not worship any other gods 
besides me.” 
 
It was Lucifer’s  pursuit of worship,  “I will ascend above the most 
high.”  The challenge of God’s kingdom his worthiness to be the object 
of worship that created sin and the mess we are in. And Jesus coming to 
our earth as God incarnate, to retrace the steps where Adam fell to self-
worship, self as the highest authority, and Jesus lives a life of 
submission to the Father, in all things at all times is part of re-
establishing worship.  
 
I love A.W. Tozer’s word play with the Apostolic Creed.  He writes 
playfully but seriously:  “Jesus was born of a virgin, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, died on the cross and rose from the grave to make 
worshippers out of rebels!  He has done ti all through grace.  We are 
the recipients.”  (Whatever Happened to Worship, p.11) 
 
Worship is the human response to the divine initiative, and it is when 
we see his initiative, when we catch is actions, peek into his activity, 
recognize the reality of what he has, is and will do for us, it is that 
moment that we as a church engage in our purpose—we worship.  
 
So if you wish to follow I’m going to be just identifying what God’s 
part is, what he has done as Paul notes in Ephesians chapter 1-2:10. 
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It is important for us to consider God’s activity.  It was when Isaiah 
saw the Lord on a lofty throne and heard the chorus singing “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord Almighty that he saw himself as a dead man he 
worshipped and he said here am I send me!” 
 
Paul’s letter is to God’s holy people in Ephesus who are faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus.  It is a letter delivered to a visible church 
group in Ephesus, but the letter is to those who are part of that invisible 
church. 
 
Eph 1:3 God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly realms. 
 
God is blessing you.  Right now every spiritual blessing from heaven is 
raining down on you.  If you don’t sense it or feel it or recognize it that 
is secondary.  Maybe you have an umbrella of doubt that is deflecting 
the blessings, but if you aren’t receiving it isn’t because God isn’t 
pouring the blessing out . 
 
Vs. 3 says you are getting these blessings not because of some 
performance on your part. You didn’t earn it or create it.  We receve 
the blessing BECAUSE we belong to Christ. 
 
If you find yourself in a “non-worshipful mood” vs 4 should help. 
God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and I without fault 
before the foundation of the world was laid. 
 
Our situation, trouble, good stuff, moods of joy or sorrow all the 
current stuff in our lives isn’t catching God off guard. He has loved us 
and chosen us from eternity.   And his purpose for us is to be holy and 
blameless without fault, and here’s the good news for all of us who get 
up in the morning and look in a mirror and don’t see holy, blameless 
and without fault. It is the little phrase “in his eyes.”   
 
You see here’s reason to worship.  God looks at you and me, and 
because we have surrendered our lives to him, he doesn’t see us for 
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who we are, he looks at us through the filter of Jesus Christ  the perfect 
sinless one and he attributes that purity to us.  However  he sees Jesus 
he sees us! 
 
He has never had any other plan vs. 5 says than that we be his children.  
He created us to be his children and sin stole us away, but he has 
always had the plan to adopt us into his own family by brining us to 
himself through Jesus Christ. 
 
Vs 7 we are no longer slaves to sin sold out to the enemy, vs 7 says, 
“He is os rich in kindness that he purchased our freedom through the 
blood of his Son, and our sins are forgiven.  
 
Later Paul writes to Titus,  that God declares you, declares me not 
guilty. It is true only in Christ. In Christ our sins are covered we are 
forgiven and we are declared “Not Guilty.” 
 
He give us all wisdom  insight  ability to grasp his grace and all 
understanding, the practical side to go to work and make good things 
happen. 
 
All that God has done for us in Chirst all comes to vs 12 to God’s 
purpose was that we who were the first to trust in Chirst should praise 
our glorious God.  
 
Vs. 13 says when you believe in Christ God identified you as his own 
by giving you the Holy Spirit—the Spirit is God’s guarantee that he 
will give us everything he promised. 
 
Vs. 19  Paul writes, “I pray that you will begin to understand the 
incredible greatness of his power for us who believe him.  His is the 
same mighty power that raised Christ form the dead and seated him in 
the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. Now he 
is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else in 
this world or in the world to come. And God has put all things under 
the authority of Christ, and he gave him this authority for the benefit of 
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the church  And the church is his body; it is filled by Christ who fills 
everything everywhere with his presence.” 
 
Chapter 2:1-3 remind us that we were a mess. Obeying Satan in our 
natural evil nature.  
 
Beginning with vs 4  we find reason for worship. 
 
But God is os reich in mercy. And he loved us so very much, that even 
while we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised 
Christ form the dead. (It is only by God’s special favor that you have 
been saved!)  
 
For he raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated 
with him in the  heavenly realms—ALL BECAUSE WE ARE ONE 
WITH CHRIST JESUS! 
 
God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you can’t 
take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for 
the good things we have done so none of us can boast about it.  For we 
are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so that 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 
 
Why Church?  For Worship.   Worship is simply the human response to 
the divine initiative.  And God has initiated so much there is endless 
cause for worship.  How dumb it would be for us to turn to ourselves, 
to praise self, to live selfish narcissistic lives—we have and are nothing 
compared to our great God. 
 
Listen we are forgiven, set free, washed clean and our response 
worship. 
Not just at church singing songs.  But we take this heart of worship into 
our home, our neighborhood, our work place, or gym and we live lives 
of worship.  We seek to honor the one who has so honored us by 
redeeming our lives. O worship the Lord—That’s why the church 
exists! 
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When you read or hear “church” what comes to mind? 
 
 
How has the church failed? 
 
 
How does the parable of the wheat and tares help you with 
the concept of visible and invisible, exterior interior church? 
 
 
What are personal evidences in your life that you are part of 
the community of the saints, the church? 
 
 
What are our responsibilities regarding church-to try and 
purify an organization or be the real church? 
 
 
What motivates you to worship?  
 
 
What makes it hard sometimes to believe you are saved? 
 
 
What will it mean for you live “in Christ”? 
 
 
How will you worship through the week? 
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