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What are some of your best shared interest fellowship 
memories? 
 
 
What do you think of as your best church fellowship? 
 
 
When Paul writes about Jesus tearing down the dividing 
wall, to what might this apply beyond Jews and Gentiles? 
 
 
What are the things that “separate” us in the church and 
spoil fellowship? 
 
 
How can we be more “real” with each other about who we 
are? 
 
 
What experience do you have with confession and relief it 
brings to life?  
 
 
How do you feel about being part of the “fellowship of 
sinners”? 
 
 
How can you “be there” for others, not condemning and still 
not condoning sin? 
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McDonald 
 
Why Church? This is the series we find ourselves in the middle of 
today. Last week I reminded us that the church is Jesus’ plan for 
sharing his story with the whole world, and I believe scripture gives 
three answers to the question “Why Church?” Three practices of the 
church that are means to accomplishing the mission of the church- to 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and then teaching them to observe all that 
Jesus taught. 
 
Here at Florida Hospital Church we’ve simplified it to Loving people 
into a lifelong friendship with God.  
 
The first answer to Why Church is worship—we talked about that last 
week.  But the reality is that if a cluster of people who call themselves a 
church are not worshipping privately, in groups, and as a corporate 
body, then while they may do some good, may have positive influence 
in the world, care about people, get together a lot, and even serve, 
without the foundational practice the underpinning of worship they 
aren’t church. The very first purpose, the very first answer to Why 
Church must always be worship, private, family, group, corporate 
worship. 
 
Today we arrive at the second answer to why church, the second 
essential—for fellowship.  The fellowship that is the answer to why 
church is a deep fellowship beyond the simple greeting or the getting 
together over a meal out to eat or a potluck. 
 
The fellowship we are talking about here is different than a shared 
interest fellowship. 
 
Most of us have experienced shared interest fellowship. 
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While we never joined the American Birding Association when I was a 
kid our family enjoyed fellowship with other bird watchers.  On the 
association’s web site it is interesting how the fellowship of shared 
interest is used as one of the motives for joining. 
 
“We invite you to join the American Birding Association today! As an 
ABA member, you'll be immediately welcomed into a network of 
helpful, fun, passionate birders, as well as helping advance our 
education and conservation initiatives.” 
 
There are clubs and organizations in school around common interests.  
On UCF’s web site there’s this description: 
 
“The Equestrian Club at UCF  brings together people who share a 
passion for horses and has both competitive and non-competitive 
members.” 
 
Knitters who visit the Knitting Association  might be tempted by their 
website message, “You're just a click away from classes, free patterns 
and quarterly Cast On magazines.  Plus, you and your needles can 
connect with nearly 10,000 members, join a local guild, enroll in the 
awesome Master Knitting Programs.”  
  
Gardeners resonate with “The purpose of The Garden Club of America-
- to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening.” 
 
CrossFit is more than just an exercise program, CrossFit is also the 
community that spontaneously arises when people do these workouts 
together.  In fact, the communal aspect of CrossFit is a  key component 
of why it’s so effective.” 
 
These groups and a variety of thousands more, have an aspect of 
fellowship around a shared interest, practice, hobby, or concern. 
 
But when we ask the question “Why Church?”   And when we propose  
that the second answer would be “Fellowship” it is something beyond 
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the fellowship of playing a sport together, or sharing a hobby or 
interest.   
 
The fellowship we are talking about here is beyond the ordinary. It has 
it’s root in supernatural activity.  Our fellowship as Christians isn’t 
based on our deciding it would be great to get together and hang out. 
 
In his letter to the Ephesians, or to the church in Ephesus, Paul is 
writing to a church primarily made up of Gentile converts to 
Christianity.   
 
In Ephesians 2:11 Paul reminds his readers that they were outsiders by 
birth. He reminds them that they lived without God and without hope.   
And then he comes to of the best phrases we find throughout the 
Bible’s story, “But” it is a shift something changed. Vs 13 “But now 
you belong to Christ Jesus.  Though you once were far away from God 
now you have been brought near to him because of the blood of 
Christ.” 
 
The fellowship that is the second answer to the question “Why 
Church?” is not something we could manufacture.  It is a gritty reality.  
 
We pick up the description of the source of this fellowship in vs. 14 
“For Christ himself has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles 
by making us all one people.  He has broken down the wall of hostility 
that used to separate us.  By his death he ended the whole system of 
Jewish law that excluded the Gentiles.  His purpose was to make peace 
between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new person from 
the two groups. . . .vs 18 Now all of us, both Jews and Gentiles, may 
come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what  
Christ has done for us.” 
 
When Paul writes that Jesus has torn down the wall of hostility  
When Paul writes that Jew and Gentile are one new person together 
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He is writing not about some simple potluck where they eat together, 
no, he is writing about a supernatural transformation that can enable a 
supernatural fellowship.  
 
We hear Jew and Gentile and we may be unimpressed it may not have a 
very strong emotive connection.  But maybe one of these will drive the 
point home.  
Palestinians and Jews 
Northerners and Southerners 
Chinese and Japanese 
Sunni and Shiite 
Russian and Ukrainian 
Black and White 
Cuban and Puerto Rican  
Hutu and Tutsi 
Rich and Poor 
Democrat and Republican 
Rural and Urban 
Educated and Ignorant 
Carnivore and Vegetarian 
 
Paul is making a point that in the church of Jesus Christ these polar 
opposites are no longer strangers and aliens but  are fellow citizens 
with the saints and part of God’s household. 
 
But still we are a mess, and sometimes we have wished for and 
attempted to create a fellowship of the pious.  Too often the church 
stops short of God’s ideal of fellowship because we want to share in a 
fellowship of believers, a fellowship of devout people.   
 
To often we want church to be a fellowship of people echoing Thomas 
Harris book  “I’m Ok You’re Ok” and so those who aren’t ok or who 
don’t feel ok either leave or even worse,  pretend to be ok.   
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his book “Life Together” writes, “The pious 
fellowship permits no one to be a sinner. So everybody must conceal 
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their sin from themselves and from the fellowship. We dare not be 
sinners. Many Christians are unthinkably horrified when a real sinner is 
suddenly discovered among the righteous. So we remain alone with our 
sin, living in lies and hypocrisy. The fact is that we are sinners!” 
 
Do you see the risk of pseudo fellowship?  We dream of a spiritual 
utopia—to be in fellowship with pure and holy, as if we were one of the 
pure and holy! 
 
Our being one body in fellowship is only “in Christ.”  Only he makes 
us one in him.  Only in him are we pure and holy. 
 
If we think about the journey of us toward God and of the person most 
dissimilar to us and their journey to God as each of us  moving up 
opposite sides of an equilateral triangle toward God at the apex, then 
the closer we come to God the closer we move toward one another but 
at the furthest corners of the triangle we are all still part of that triangle, 
one in Christ. 
 
Outside of Christ there is only discord not fellowship.  Discord with 
ourselves, discord with other, discord with God—there is no peace.  
 
But Paul is clear, Jesus, He is our peace, who has broken down every 
wall that divides.  What is magical, mysterious, and marvelous is that 
we can be in community, we can be in fellowship and that community 
that fellowship consists solely in what Christ has done to both of us.  
 
I’m not sure if anyone noticed any difference in his demeanor.  Every 
day he got up and interacted, held meetings, gave directives and ran the 
nation. From the outside everything seemed normal, even maybe good.  
He seemed ok.   But inside the choices he’d made, the actions he’d 
taken, the deed he had done, ate away at him.  Later, looking back on 
this time of cover up, he would describe it as his bones wasting away.  
Pretending to be pious, not allowing himself to be a sinner, was slowly 
draining his life away.   But when Nathan stopped by and told him the 
story about a heartless rich guy who when guests came went and took a 
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poor man’s one little sheep to serve his guest. David was furious and 
said the rich guy deserved to die.  Then Nathan looked at David and 
said “You are the man!”  And when David, confronted with the reality 
of his sin, confessed, agreed that he was the bad man in the story his sin 
was forgiven.  There were severe consequences but now David could 
be who he was, a sinner in need of a savior. 
 
Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who 
confesses and renounces them finds mercy. Prov 28:13 
 
Our fellowship is not in our piety it is in the common ground we share 
with every other human on this planet—we are all sinners.  All have 
sinned and have fallen short of God’s ideal. 
 
“The gospel comes to us and says:  You are a sinner, a great, desperate 
sinner; now come, as the sinner that you are, to God who loves you.  
He wants you as you are; He does not want anything from you, a 
sacrifice, a work; He wants you alone.  God has come to you to save 
the sinner. Be glad!...you can hide nothing from God. The mask you 
wear before people will do you no good before Him.  He want s to see 
you as you are, He wants to be gracious to you.  You do not have to go 
on lying to yourself and the fellowship of believers, as if you were 
without sin; you can dare to be a sinner.” (Life Together p.111) 
 
 
All 12 steps of recovery are important in  Alcoholics Anonymous,  but 
I believe steps 4 and 5 are the critical heart of the success of that great 
recovery program. 
 
Step 4 – Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 
Step 5 – Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the  
   exact nature of our wrongs. 
 
 Bonhoeffer writes, “In confession the break-through to community 
takes place. Sin demands to have a man by himself. It withdraws him 
from the community….sin wants to remain unknown.” 
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But when we admit to God, to ourselves, and to another person our sin, 
we then know we stand in the fellowship of sinners who live by the 
grace of God in the Cross of Jesus Christ. 
 
Why Church? For Fellowship—the fellowship of sinners. 
 
It is a little bold but Steve Brown in one of his spots on the radio spoke 
to the reality of the “Fellowship of Sinners,” here are his words: 
  
Somebody has said that where two or three people are gathered in Jesus 
name there's trouble! That's true, I've been there and I've done that. So 
if you're not a Christian and you're checking out a church, listen, leave 
before you get hurt. We're not wonderful people.  We'll stab you in the 
back. We'll gossip about you. And we won't let you in our cliques.  But 
if you decide to stay you'll discover the most profound and wonderful 
family you've ever known. It’s the fellowship of sinners who are trying 
to get better and who know if they don't God will love them anyway. 
So ya'll come. 
 
Maybe you say wait a minute.  But listen to Paul writing to his friends 
at Philippi: “I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these 
things, or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep working 
toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for 
and wants me to be. No, dear brothers and sister, I am still not all I 
should be [I still miss the mark] but I am focusing all my energies on 
this one thing; Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies 
ahead, I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for 
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven.” 
 
Here’s Paul the apostle, servant of Christ, author of a huge chunk of the 
NT, in prison, writing his friends, near the end of his earthly journey, 
and clear that ours is a fellowship of sinners. 
 
Why Church? It was never so we could have a plastic, mask wearing, 
holier than thou, pseudo fellowship.  God loves us too much for that. 
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He knows that sin is the greatest risk when it goes silent, underground, 
when believers pretend it isn’t their problem.  God loves us too much to 
leave us alone with our sin living in lies and hypocrisy and so he 
created the church. Why Church? For Fellowship—the Fellowship of 
Sinners who are trying to get better but who aren’t banking on 
themselves, but who are wholly leaning on Jesus name.   Fully trusting 
in what he can do for sinners. 
 
I want to close with these words from the martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
when he writes about fellowship in his classic, “Life Together.” 
 
“We thank God for giving us brothers [and sisters] who live by His 
call, by his forgiveness, and his promise.  And is not what has been 
given us enough?  Brothers [and sisters] who will go on living with us 
through sin and need and under the blessing of His grace?   
 
Is the divine gift of Christian fellowship anything less than this?. . 
.Even when sin and misunderstanding burden the communal life, is  not 
the sinning brother still a brother, with whom I too, stand under the 
word of Christ? Will not his sin be a constant occasion for me to give 
thanks that both of us may live in the forgiving love of God in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Thus the very hour of disillusionment with my brother becomes 
incomparably salutary, because it so thoroughly teaches me that neither 
of us can ever live by our own words and deeds, but only by that one 
Word and Deed which really binds us together—the forgiveness of sins 
in Jesus Christ.” P. 28 
 
It is in him that we share in the fellowship of sinners. 
 
Why Church? For Fellowship  the fellowship of sinners. 


