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January 2, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Philippians 1:12-30 Stewardship of the Gospel by Andy McDonald 
 
Paul is writing his friends at Philippi.  Paul was clear that he had been 
called to visit Philippi. He and Silas went there after Paul had this 
vision of man in Macedonia crying out, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.” 
 
A little way inland from the Aegean Sea in northern Greece Paul and 
Silas arrived at Philippi. It would make sense for a church to be 
planted in Philippi.  Paul seemed to be especially interested in 
churches being established in cities which were crossroads, cities of 
significance. 
 
Philippi was a great commercial center and had developed as such 
because of the gold and silver mines close by. 
 
It was named after its founder Phillip, the father of Alexander the 
Great. There is a ridge of mountains that run north to south and 
separate Europe and Asia, and there is a gap or pass that the road from 
east to west passes through, so Philippi commanded the road from 
Europe to Asia. 
 
It was a Roman Colony, and as such it sought to be a little “Rome.” In 
these colonies there was much pride to be “roman”. 
 
Paul’s stay in Philippi, recorded in Acts 16, revolves around three 
people, Lydia, a slave girl, and the Philippian jailer. On Sabbath Paul 
was preaching out on the river bank and one of those who heard was 
Lydia. She was a successful merchant in purple cloth and she was 
baptized and insisted that Paul and Silas stay at her home.  
 
For days when Paul and Silas were going to a place of prayer and  
they would encountered a demon possessed slave girl who was a 
fortune teller making good money for her owners.  Finally Paul got so 
exasperated that he turned and spoke to the demon within her.  “I 
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command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her,” he 
said. And instantly it left her.  Her owners were concerned about their 
livelihood and they grabbed Paul and Silas and too them to the 
authorities.  There was this big riot and finally Paul and Silas are put 
in prison. 
 
This was the place where they sang, and there was an earthquake, and 
thought the prison doors were opened no one escaped. The jailer 
asked, “What must I do to be saved.” 
 
They replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along 
with your entire household.” That very time they were baptized.  
 
There was a unique fondness between Paul and the Philippians.  They 
were the only church from which Paul accepted gifts. And as he 
writes this letter to his friends in Philippi from his jail in Rome we 
will sense the affection he has for these people. 
 
Last week Whitni laid the foundation for our journey through 
Philippians as we seek to discover principles of stewardship from this 
great little book.  
 
Foundational to and preceding ay stewardship responsibility on our 
part we were reminded that God is the Sovereign Steward. 
 
Just like we love because he first loved us… 
We steward because he first stewards us. 
 
Let’s remind ourselves of the meaning of this word that isn’t overly 
common in our contemporary culture.  
 
Stewardship is caring for, and especially caring for another’s goods. 
Last week was foundational because our perspective of being good 
stewards is to recognize the parameters of our stewardship 
responsibility in the context of God’s stewardship.  
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When we grasp the truth Whitni shared our courage is based on the 
ultimate steward—God. 
 
Philippians 1:6 must make it clear.  
Not you—Not me—it was GOD who began a good work I us.  He 
started it, he’s the great initiator! 
 
I’ll forever remember Jesse Jackson screaming his message to 
thousands of us at Camp Hale for the Pathfinder camporee.  
Pathfinders is sort of like and Adventist version of Scouting.  He 
screamed, “God doesn’t make any trash.”   And he was right. 
 
God makes good stuff—he began a good work in you…..He brings it 
to completion.  Take a deep breath and let your soul be calmed. 
All of our stewardship responsibility and privilege occurs in the . . . 
between God beginning a good work and God bringing it to 
completion. 
 
We get the chance to be stewards and practice stewardship –to care—
to be care givers.   
 
As I studied Philippians for me the first stewardship responsibility we 
come to right after we discover that God is the ultimate steward is 
stewardship of the gospel. 
 
We pick up Paul’s thought in vs 12 of chapter 1 to the Philippians. 
“And I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, that everything 
that has happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News, 
the gospel.” 
 
Paul’s friends are concerned for him.  They have sent him some gifts.  
They long to hear how he’s doing.  And here he’s telling them that 
what seems bad (being in prison) is good for the spreading of the 
gospel.  He opened his letter reminding his friends that they have been 
partners in spreading the good news.    
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What is this good news we call the gospel?  Seriously what is the 
gospel? 
 
See if this sounds right to you. “The gospel is the good and true story 
that Jesus has defeated sin, death, and evil through his own life, death 
and resurrection and is making all things new, even us.”      
 
The Gospel of which we are stewards is an incredible reality. 
Jonathan Dodson suggests that this incredible gift of grace, the gospel 
has three dimensions and that to be good stewards we need to make 
sure all three sides of this equilateral triangle containing the gospel 
are engaged.   
 
So imagine an equilateral triangle and inside is the word gospel. 
At the top point of the triangle is the world Historical, at the lower 
right hand angle is the world personal and at the left lower angle the 
word cosmic.  
 
As good stewards of the gospel we start with historical reality a 
historical claim.  Jesus Christ isn’t some fairy tale.  This isn’t a story 
conjured up by some hopefuls.  We believers in Jesus make a 
historical claim that Jesus Christ lived, died, was buried, and rose 
from the dead for our sins in the first century AD.      
 
This is what Paul wrote to the Corinthians in his first letter 15:3 
“I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been 
passed on tome—that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures 
said. He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, 
as the Scriptures said.  He was seen by Peter and them by the twelve 
apostles, after that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his 
followers at one time.” 
 
The gospel of which we are stewards is a historical reality and it 
changes what we believe.  The gospel is centered on the historical 
person of Jesus Christ.  Not just an event to be studied but a person to 
be believed in and worshiped. “For God in all his fullness was pleased 
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to live in Christ, and by him God reconciled everything to himself.” 
Colossians 1:20 
 
The gospel of which we are stewards is centered on the person of 
Jesus Christ and what he has actually done, not having the right 
doctrines or right behaviors. Trusting this real historical person Jesus 
Christ is what brings salvation not just the historical facts.  But the 
facts matter.  Jesus really came, lived, died, rose again and will one 
day return to this earth. 
 
That’s the historical aspect.  But then there is also the personal.  Jesus 
isn’t just the historical figure he is my savior. He reminds me that I 
was created in his image, and though it is marred and messed up by 
sin, though I am a dead man walking apart from Christ.  But the 
reality that I need to change is horrifying if it’s all up to me, but the 
Gospel is not about us changing us, t is about God changing us.  
 
I’ve said it so many times in this place but we must hear it over and 
over because sin and evil and Satan seek to suck the truth out of us.  
 
“But then God our Savior showed us his kindness and love.   
He saved us, not because of ht good things we did but because of his 
mercy. 
He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the Holy 
Spirit. 
 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us because of what Jesus 
Christ our Savior did.  
He declared u s not guilty because of his great kindness. 
And now we know that we will inherit eternal life.” Titus 3:4-7 
 
And listen, he brings us right into the fellowship of the trinity! Wow! 
 
If we adopt the historical Jesus and create doctrines about it we can 
become blinded by our insatiable need to be right and we can become 
imbalanced and mean spirited and argumentative.  The historical side 
of the gospel needs the personal.  If we get too hung up in our own 
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personal salvation we may become imbalanced and selfish and even 
classify those on the “outside” as enemies.    
We must balance the historical and personal with the cosmic.  
 
The gospel isn’t just something that is a fact historically and not just 
something good for me personally it also calls us to join God’s 
mission. 
 
When Jesus began his ministry he went to his home town of Nazareth 
and on Sabbath he read the scripture: 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has appointed me to preach 
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will 
be released, that the blind will see, that the downtrodden will be freed 
from their oppressors, and that the time of the Lords favor has come.”  
Luke 4:1-19 
 
There is in the gospel’s cosmic side the spiritual renewal, cultural 
renewal, and social renewal.  There is the sharing of the whole gospel, 
redeeming social ills, and making a great culture. 
 
To be good stewards of the gospel is to embrace all aspects: 
The Historical 
The Personal 
The Cosmic  
 
It seems that down through history we may have put imbalanced 
emphasis on the Historical factual doctrinal side combined with the 
personal salvation side to the neglect of the cosmic side. 
 
On writer suggests.  
The gospel changes what we believe that would be the historical and 
doctrinal side. 
And the gospel changes who we are—the personal side from lost to 
save. From hopeless to hope filled.  From afraid of not being accepted 
to knowing we are accepted in Jesus.  From being orphans to fully 
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adopted sons and daughters. From being alone in the world to being in 
union with Christ. 
 
And it changes where we live. We can’t live little cloistered lives 
because part of the gospel is the commission to share good news 
everywhere. 
 
Now Paul is in prison.  But it doesn’t change the historical reality that 
Jesus was born, lived, died, rose again and is coming back. 
 
Now Paul is in prison, but is doesn’t change his personal story of his 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
Now Paul is in prison and he just sees this as part of the cosmic side 
of the gospel, the telling of the story to others. 
 
Paul is testifying about his own stewardship of the gospel. His 
imprisonment is helping to spread the good news and bolstering 
courage of other believers to do the same. 
 
Vs. 12, And I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, that 
everything that has happened to me here has helped to spread the 
Good News.   
 
Vs. 15 The Message “It’s true that some here preach Christ because 
with me out of the way, they think they’ll step right into the spotlight.  
But the others do it with the best heart in the world. On e group is 
motivated by pure love, knowing that I am here defending the 
Message, wanting to help.  The others, now at I’m out of the picture, 
are merely greedy, hoping to get something out of it for themselves.  
Their motives are bad.  They see me as their competition, and so the 
worse it goes for me, the better—they think—for them.   
 
So how am I to respond?  I’ve decided that I really don’t care about 
their motives, whether mixed, bad, or indifferent.  Every time one of 
them opens his mouth, Christ is proclaimed, so I just cheer them on!  
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Our unity with all Christians is in this—that Jesus Christ is 
proclaimed. 
 
Historical and real 
Personal and life changing 
Cosmic getting the word to the world changing people spiritually and 
redeeming social ills, and creating a better culture. 
 
May we join Paul comfortable, joyous, that Christ is proclaimed  
Good stewards of the gospel proclaiming its reality historically, it’s 
personal salvation for each of us, and for its cosmic scope. 
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When you hear the word “stewardship” what comes to mind? 
 
 
How does God being the prime steward make our 
stewardship more sane Philippians 1:6? 
 
 
What is your concept of being a steward of the gospel? 
 
 
It was proposed that the gospel has three sides: historical, 
personal, and cosmic.  How is this a good or bad idea? 
 
 
If there are these three aspects of the gospel: historical fact, 
personal salvation, and cosmic mission, which aspect most 
tempts you to imbalance?  
 
 
Why do you think each tribe or denomination overinvests in 
making sure their version of the gospel get’s published? 
 
 
Where has God opened up mission for you to fulfill the 
cosmic side of the gospel and share it? 
 
 
 

 
When you hear the word “stewardship” what comes to mind? 
 
 
How does God being the prime steward make our 
stewardship more sane Philippians 1:6? 
 
 
What is your concept of being a steward of the gospel? 
 
 
It was proposed that the gospel has three sides: historical, 
personal, and cosmic.  How is this a good or bad idea? 
 
 
If there are these three aspects of the gospel: historical fact, 
personal salvation, and cosmic mission, which aspect most 
tempts you to imbalance?  
 
 
Why do you think each tribe or denomination overinvests in 
making sure their version of the gospel get’s published? 
 
 
Where has God opened up mission for you to fulfill the 
cosmic side of the gospel and share it? 


