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January 23, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Philippians 2:1-11 Self-Stewardship: Humility  by Andy McDonald 
 
Stewardship is an ethic that embodies the responsible planning and 
management of resources.  It is about caring.  Caring enough to think 
and plan and manage that about which we care. 
 
Nearly each year for the past thirty, we have spent January and 
sometimes into February thinking, exploring, learning about good 
stewardship.  Sometimes the focus has been more on economical  
resources and our best management of wealth that is placed in our 
care.  
 
We have done whole series about our responsibility as stewards of the 
earth in the ecological sense, a subject often taken too lightly by 
Christians focused on the second coming of Christ. 
 
This year we are searching for principles of stewardship, principles of 
this great ethic overseeing the planning and management of resources, 
principles found in Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  
 
First we recognized that God is the primary steward.  He cares for his 
own. He began a good work in us and he will bring it to completion.  
It is this grounding in God as the ultimate steward that frees us to 
explore our role as stewards without fear.  To be trusted with life and 
resources without a good God who takes ultimate responsibility, 
could be terrifying.  Without a good God behind it all what if we trip 
and drop the family china and it breaks. Or what if we misunderstand 
God’s great good news and don’t tell it quite right or mess up?  Or 
don’t manage ourselves as well as we should? Or mess up the 
financial stewardship?  Being a steward of an unjust, mean spirited, 
unforgiving, unloving owner would be a nightmare.  So it was critical 
that we anchor our stewardship where Paul seems to anchor it in this 
little letter—God is the responsible and perfect steward who began a 
good work in you and will bring it to completion. 
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Last week we were reminded that the important role we have as 
stewards of the gospel is that it be shared. That we are clear that God 
is our Savior, he justifies, he adopts, he brings us into union with 
Christ, he saves us, he makes us new creatures in him. And as 
stewards of that good news we call the gospel, we remind ourselves 
that he saves and we share that news with others. 
 
Today’s stewardship lesson from Philippians may be one of the 
hardest to catch site of and bring into our lives. It is like the illusive 
Whipporwill, or Chuck-wills-a- widow. Summer evenings bring that 
familiar call from the twilight and even the darkness.  But rare is the 
glimpse of the actual bird. 
 
The revelation of this primary principle of guiding self-stewardship is 
sort of like that.  The word is familiar but grasping and practicing it is 
a bit more elusive.  Oh it would be so much easier if we could just 
visit the doctor and get a prescription for “Humilify”.  If we could just 
add that to our routine and pop a “Humilify” with our vitamin each 
morning and somehow it would miraculously produce this Godly trait 
enabling self-stewardship—Wow, that would be like having an “Easy 
Button.” 
 
There was a potential problem Paul had picked up on in the news that 
came to him about Philippi.  It was a danger that is ever present, 
maybe even a greater risk where people take matters of faith 
seriously.  A healthy church.  
 
The apparent danger that threatened was disunity.  Barclay writes: 
“There is a sense in which that is the danger of every healthy church.  
It is when people are really in earnest and their beliefs really matter to 
them, that they are apt to get up against each other.  The greater their 
enthusiasm, the greater the danger that they may collide.” 
 
Creating and maintaining unity in the church was important to Paul.  
He knew what Jesus had said, that the oneness, the love that God’s 
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people have for one another will be the primary evidence that leads 
the world to believe in Jesus. 
 
Paul wants to prevent any disunity from blooming and his counsel to 
prevent disunity in Philippi is just the counsel needed for good self-
stewardship. 
 
Philippians 2:3 Do nothing in a spirit of selfish ambition.  I like the 
NLT which is much more blunt and direct, “Don’t be selfish.” 
 
Here is a simple ethic taught to children by their parents all over our 
globe.  And while it may be universally taught there may be some 
slippage between it being taught and it being learned! 
 
Mom or Dad may insist that their young child share their toy but 
demanded sharing may not be laying down tracks of selflessness.   
It may only increase the child’s resolve to have and hold when they 
can make the call.  
 
Somewhere lodged in our fallen nature is this affection for self.  We 
early on love the word “mine” and then we live in a culture that 
reinforces the idea that success is pushing to the front of the line, 
getting, having, holding, hoarding me first. From the toy box, to the 
grades in school, to the position in the company there’s a human bent 
toward selfishness.  It is so much the common practice of our world 
that when someone is generous, altruistic, it makes the evening news. 
 
Paul says if you are going to get along.  If there’s going to be unity in 
the church then it will happen if we practice this first rule of self-
stewardship—Don’t be selfish! 
 
Second Paul says in the NLT, “don’t live to make a good impression 
on others.” Don’t live seeking prestige, to be noticed.” 
 
It is easy even in church work to do your good deeds so that people 
will notice and applaud you rather than applaud God.   
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There’s nothing wrong with recognizing good things people do and 
there’s nothing wrong with being recognized for good you have done.  
What Paul is saying is don’t let commendation, applause,  
recognition, be the driving force. 
 
Jesus said to let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.  The motive for 
recognition for our service in the world isn’t so we can look good but 
rather to bring glory to the Father, to God. 
 
I think about John the Baptist.  He was all the rage for a while.   He 
was the main attraction.  People would make treks out into the wild 
places, inconvenient journeys just to hear him preach and maybe to be 
baptized.  He was a national phenomena, so much so that the religious 
leaders of the nation wondered if he might be Messiah.  But the time 
came when he pointed to Jesus and said there’s the guy.  There’s the 
lamb of God who will take away our sin and redeem Israel.  And as 
popularity shifted, as people began to go after Jesus some of John’s 
inner circle were concerned, but John knew who he was and who 
Jesus was and he was clear “This isn’t about me.  He must increase 
and I must decrease.”  John didn’t worship the recognition. 
 
For self-stewardship not being selfish and not pursuing prestige are 
just the warm up for the real clincher the primary principle for self-
stewardship.  Last part of vs. 3 in Philippians 2:  Be humble thinking 
of others as better than yourself. Don’t think only about your own 
affairs but be interested in others, too, and what they are doing.” 
 
Can you imagine the opinion the world would have of Christians 
today had we practiced just this one little verse in this one little book 
of our Bible?  
 
What would it mean for us to think of others as better than ourselves? 
 
What would it mean if the wealthy Christian thought of every poor 
person as better than themselves?   And what if every Christian 
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caught in the throes of poverty thought of every wealthy person as 
better than themselves? 
 
What if every Republican in our nation thought of every Democrat as 
better than themselves and vice versa? 
 
What if every White Christian policeman thought of every young 
black man as better than themselves?  And what if every Christian in 
the ghetto thought about the police as being better than themselves? 
 
What if every vegetarian thought the carnivore as better than 
themselves?  
 
What if every Sabbath church attendee thought of every Sunday 
church attendee as better than themselves? 
 
What if every Christian thought of every Muslim as better than 
themselves? 
 
What would change?  How would the world be different?  And this is 
a choice of self stewardship. 
 
When Paul is writing this letter to the Philippians,  he must have 
wondered if they would get the concept.  He must have thought to 
himself, “how can I help this make sense.” 
 
And so he pens one of the most profound passages in all of scripture.  
He calls before his reader the most profound model of what it means 
to be humble as an illustration of how what our attitude, our mindset 
of humility is to be. 
 
Listen to these sublime words: 
“Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus had.   
Though he was God, he did not demand & cling to his rights as God.  
He made himself nothing; 
  He took the humble position of a slave and appeared in human form. 
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And in human form he obediently humbled himself even further by 
dying a criminal’s death on a cross. 
Because of this, God raised him up to the heights of heaven and gave 
him a name that is above every other name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”  Philippians 2:5-11 
 
I believe the call to self stewardship is a call for us to make ourselves 
nothing.  Humility isn’t about being embarrassed.  Humility isn’t 
getting caught practicing life below God’s ideal.   
 
Hear Paul defines it as Christ, “Making himself nothing. “ 
 
Are we ready for that attitude?  Ready to answer that call?  Paul 
knows our need—that’s why he makes the call. 
 
In his classic book on Humility, Andrew Murray writes: “There is 
nothing so natural to man, nothing so insidious and hidden from our 
sight, nothing so difficult and dangerous as pride.”   In heaven and 
earth, pride, self-exaltation is the gate, and the birth, and the curse of 
hell.”  The truth is this: Pride may die in you, or nothing of heaven 
can live in you.” 
 
Lucifer who became Satan said, I will ascend to the heavens; I will 
raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the 
mount of assembly…I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will 
make myself like the Most High.”  Isaiah 14:13-14 
 
And Jesus who was and is and will always be God, didn’t cling to that 
right and reality, but made himself nothing! 
 
Jesus emptied himself that he might be filled with the Father’s love 
and spirit and that God might do his will in him.  He said I do nothing 
of my own accord but only what the Father directs. Of my own self I 
can do nothing. 
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Jesus said, I do nothing of my own accord but only what the one who 
sent me directs. 
 
If there is no room for “being something” for “being somebody” if 
there is no room for personal achievement with the one who is 
creator, redeemer, sustainer of the universe, WHY in the world would 
we grasp at personal achievement.  WHY would we imagine any little 
place to squeeze in personal pride. 
 
Because Jesus made himself nothing we have the privilege of doing 
the same.  If Jesus had to make himself nothing that God might be all 
in him why would attempt any other method? 
 
Murray writes:  “This is the true self-denial to which our Savior calls 
us, the acknowledgment that self has nothing good in it, except as an 
empty vessel which God must fill and that its claim to be or do 
anything may not for a moment be allowed.” 
 
“It is God who works all in all.  Our place is to yield to Him in perfect 
resignation and dependency, in full consent to be and do nothing of 
ourselves.” 
 
Today our consideration is self-stewardship and Paul starts out with  
“Don’t be selfish, and then pushes it to don’t seek prestige, and then 
he thinks of a better concept that includes all that, be humble, and 
what does that look like?  Think of others as better than yourself.”  
Not sure his readers have gotten it he says just make yourself nothing 
and let God be everything in you and all will be well.  
 
Listen Jesus made himself nothing so God the Father could be 
everything in him. 
 
Why pretend?  Pretend is just that, it is pretend, it isn’t real.  No 
reason for us to pretend to be something, to in anyway be a 
contributor to your salvation. Like Jesus empty or be willing to be 
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emptied and he will fill you up. He will give you grace to think of 
others and be interested in their lives. 
 
Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to fill you up once you empty 
yourself of self.  And then what a glorious reality! Christ in you the 
hope of glory. Christ in you by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
“As health expels disease 
   As light swallows up darkness 
    And life conquers death, the indwelling of Christ through the Spirit 
is the health and life and light of the soul. 
 
For God is working in you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. Christ in you the path to self-stewardship. 
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What do you think about the idea of stewardship being about 
caring and giving care? 
 
 
Why do you think churches often suffer with disunity? And 
how is disunity related to pride? 
 
 
How can we agree wholeheartedly when we don’t? 
 
 
Where is it hardest for you to not be selfish?  
 
 
How tempted are you to seek prestige or notice? 
 
 
What will it look like to live a more humble life “considering 
others better than yourself” interested in other’s pursuits? 
 
Jesus made himself nothing so God could be all what will 
that mean for you, to make yourself nothing? 
 
 
How can you better let the Holy Spirit fill you and make 
Christ in you a daily reality? 
 
How do you feel about God being all us being nothing? 
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