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When you want to be well thought of what pedigree, 
accomplishment, or association do you use to build 
credibility? 
 
 
What hobby or interest once consumed your life that you no 
longer follow? 
 
 
When you think about “getting credit” for something which 
practice or behavior of yours deserves notice or credit or 
applause? 
 
 
What do you think a person is trying to convey when they 
say they are a “so many generation believer” or “I work for 
_____”, or “so in so is in my family tree”? 
 
 
In context of today’s message what does it mean to forget 
what is behind? 
 
 
What do you think about putting “no confidence in human 
effort”? 
 
 
How will you evidence that “everything is worthless” when 
compared with knowing Christ Jesus as Lord? 
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February 6, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Philippians 3  Stewardship of the Worthless, by Andy McDonald 
 
Before we begin today’s message, I need to go back to the last page of 
my sermon two weeks ago on January 23.  The insidious nature of 
salvation by works, which I hopefully consistently preach against, 
snuck into just one sentence in one of my closing paragraphs and it 
must be corrected.  
 
It is interesting that I got it right  just before and just after the one 
sentence of heresy.  Here’s what I said: 
 
“Jesus made himself nothing so God the Father could be everything in 
him.”  There I got it right.  Then I continued 
 
“Why pretend?  Pretend is just that, it is pretend, it isn’t real.  No 
reason for us to pretend to be something, to in anyway be a 
contributor to our salvation. Like Jesus empty or be willing to be 
emptied and he will fill you up. He will give you grace to think of 
others and be interested in their lives.” That too was right.  But then 
this sentence of heresy. 
 
I said, “Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to fill you up once you 
empty yourself of self.”  This is abject heresy.  Just 6 words wrapped 
in truth but which are simply not true. 
 
There’s a great quotation from the book Christ’s Object Lessons p. 
159 “But no person can empty themselves of self. We can only 
consent for Christ to accomplish the work.  Then the language of the 
soul will be, Lord, take my heart; for I cannot give it.  It is Thy 
property.  Keep it pure, for I cannot keep it for  Thee. Save me in spite 
of my self, my weak, unchristlike self. Mold me, fashion me, raise me 
into a pure and holy atmosphere, where the rich current of Thy love 
can flow through my soul.”  
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We cannot empty ourselves of self. All we can do is be willing to be 
willing for Christ to empty us of self. Jesus could empty himself we 
cannot for we are fallen and we can’t get up.” 
 
My moment of heresy was wrapped in truth because I then continued.  
“And then what a glorious reality! Christ in you the hope of glory. 
Christ in you by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
“As health expels disease 
   As light swallows up darkness 
    And life conquers death, the indwelling of Christ through the Spirit 
is the health and life and light of the soul. 
 
For God is working in you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. Christ in you the path to self-stewardship.” 
So PLEASE don’t let that little piece of heresy stick in your life and 
just be willing to be willing and let the Spirit do the work of emptying 
us of self.”  Let’s pray. 
 
Father, we confess about how easy it is for us to rely on self even in 
seeking you.  We want all of our trust to be in you and none of it to be 
in us. Now as we open your word, open our minds to hear and 
respond to your word, In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
Stewardship of the Worthless—What in the world are we looking into 
today? 
 
It is important to remember the meaning of the word stewardship: 
Stewardship is the careful planning and management of resources, 
especially resources entrusted to one’s care.  When we steward 
something we care for it.  I thought about this word as I was flying 
home yesterday and I was cared for by the stewards and stewardesses  
on the airplane.  They were practicing stewardship of us passengers. 
They cared for us, tried to get us to buckle our seat belts, and they told 
us about emergency procedures.  They brought us drinks.  They cared 
for us, and they are named well: steward and stewardess. 
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When we practice stewardship we are practicing caring. And in all of 
Paul’s writing he is forever concerned with people caring too much 
and too well for that which we should care nothing, and caring too 
little for that which deserves our ultimate care. 
 
It seems that everywhere Paul preached he was plagued, not so much 
with heathen opposition, but with Jewish pushback.    
Paul, of all people in our Bible, was absolutely clear that we are saved 
by God’s grace alone.  He consistently taught that salvation, being 
with God, getting into fellowship and friendship with God is always 
and completely a free gift of God.  That no matter how hard we try we 
can never earn this gift, move to a place where we deserve it, all we 
can do is accept it.  And Paul was clear the gift of God’s grace is 
offered by God to all people everywhere without exclusion. 
 
And the pushback that Paul got from the Jews was their teaching that 
if a person wished to be saved, they must earn credit in the sight of 
God by following and obeying and doing all the deeds of the law.   
And salvation was a thing that belonged to the Jews so if you wanted 
fellowship with God you must be circumcised and become a Jew.  
 
So Paul writes in Philippians 3:2 &3  “Watch out or those dogs, those 
wicked men and their evil deeds, those mutilators who say you must 
be circumcised to be saved.  For we who worship God in Sprit are the 
only ones who are truly circumcised.  We put no confidence in human 
effort.  Instead we boast about what Christ Jesus has done for us.” 
 
As Paul is writing this maybe he’s thinking to himself.  “Those Jewish 
leaders, when they are confronted with this, will say, ‘Paul, you’re a 
Christian, you don’t know how valuable it is to be a Jew.’” So Paul 
shares his Jewish bragging rights: 
 
He’s like, if you think you have reasons for putting confidence in 
human efforts, in human pedigree, and human accomplishments I can 
out do you: 
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Circumcised when I was 8 days old 
Born in a pure blooded Jewish family 
Part of the tribe of Benjamin (This was a big name dropper one of the 
two loyal tribes, and tribe from whom the first King of Israel came, 
major player in rebuilding the nation after exile) 
I am a real Jew 
I was a member of the Pharisees who demand the strictest obedience 
to the law.  
Zealous, in fact so zealous I persecuted the church.  
As to righteousness which is in the law I was found fautless.” 
 
I’m concerned because there is a temptation that comes to us humans. 
We see caving to this temptation as a reality for the world and too 
often for us church people. And that temptation is to practice great 
stewardship of the worthless.   
 
We don’t use circumcision as a badge of honor  or a means of getting 
into fellowship with God.  But what other human practices do we 
elevate to that same level, that we want to shine up the medal of our 
accomplishment and create degrees of “holiness” so we can feel good 
about our perfomrance. 
 
In some churches you aren’t really part of the inside or real holy 
group unless you can speak in tongues. 
 
There are all you regular Christians but then there are the real holy 
core who feed the homeless, care for widows and take in  orphans. 
 
Have you ever made what you eat part of distinguishing yourself as 
just a little cut above. 
 
We so desperately want to be somebody so we create our own little 
list of what makes us special, or worthy, or likeable! 
 
If we did well in school maybe we put on our list 
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--Got straight A’s in school 
   Was on the honor roll 
     Member of the National Honor Society. 
 
If academics weren’t our thing but we did really well in athletics 
Our list might include: 
Lettered in 4 different sports 
 Captain of my ___ team 
   
I have a whole shelf of trophies not for just showing up I actually won 
first place!  
 
And then as we age the lists might evolve: 
I got an article published or wrote a book 
  Just won our company golf tournament 
    I serve on such and such board 
      Came in first in sales this year 
       I got a great promotion with a big bonus 
         
Or maybe our list is more about our endurance 
 Been with the company 25 30 40 years. 
   Just got my 20 year service pin 
       
Or maybe its about our family.   

  ______(this famous person) is in my family  tree  
  I’m part of the  _____ family 
   We’ve been part of this denomination for 4 or 5 generations. 
      I went through church operated schools 1st  grade – doctorate 
 
I was a student missionary. 
  I give to help feed a starving child. 
 
Please don’t hear that the things on the list are bad.  
Good grades, honor roll, Honor Society, 
  Exceeding at athletics 
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   Getting published 
     Serving on boards 
      Winning the golf tournament 
        Coming in first in sales or whatever 
          Sticking with a career for decades 
            Having a great family tree 
              Attending church operated schools 
                Feeding starving children 
                  Teaching classes at church 
                    Donating money to a cause 
There is nothing wrong with any of these things. Great to note.  Good 
to do.   
 
But I’m afraid too often these lists can become the place where we put 
our confidence. 
 
It makes sense. Just open a People Magazine  and the stories are about 
people we think of as “famous.” And often that fame is bolstered by 
stewardship of their list.  Some famous person goes to a homeless 
shelter and serves, or visits some foreign place of need and helps out 
and we build their list. 
 
There is a basic human tendency to over steward human effort what 
we do and under steward under value What Christ does for us. 
 
Paul couldn’t have said it more plainly.  Philippians 3:7  He just has 
gone over his pedigree and his performance  and he writes: “I once 
thought all these things were so very important.” My lists I thought 
these things were really important I thought they were what made me 
special, made me me, made me recommended to God.  “…but now I 
consider them worthless because of what Christ has done.” 
 
Worthless, and in a few verses he calls it garbage. The word worthless 
in Greek  means the stuff that was thrown to the dogs in common 
usage and in medical terms it was dung, excrement.  Paul couldn’t 
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have used any stronger language to draw the contrast between our 
lists of self accomplishment and the list of what Christ does for us. 
 
He continues in vs 8 “Yes, everything  else is worthless when 
compared with the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  I 
have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I 
may have Christ and become one with him.  I no longer count on my 
own goodness or my ability to obey God’s law, but I trust Christ to 
save me.  For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on 
faith.”  
 
William Barclay comments: “Paul had discovered that a right 
relationship with God is based not on Law but on faith in Jesus Christ. 
It is not achieved by any man but given by God; not won by works 
but accepted in trust.” 
 
Paul wanted fellowship with God. He knew all his former life within 
Jewish culture hadn’t gotten him there.   He knew all his following 
the law as a Pharisee hadn’t done it.  And so now he trusts Christ to 
save him.  And as a result he says, “I can really know Christ and 
experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead.  I can 
learn what it means to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that, 
somehow, I can experience the resurrection from the dead!” 
 
Vs 17 “I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things 
or that I have already reached perfection!”  This word perfection 
shares the meaning of maturity, completion, being full grown. 
 
So what do we do:  “No, dear brothers and sisters, I am still not all I 
should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this one thing: 
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I strain to 
reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God, through 
Christ Jesus is calling us up to heaven.” 
 
What does it mean to forget what lies behind to forget the past.  Paul 
isn’t suggesting that we shouldn’t get out the family album or the old 
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home movies or video’s and remember our life.  What Paul is saying 
is that for salvation purposes, he must forget stewarding the 
worthless.  He must forget the lists of his achievements. “We put no 
confidence in human effort. Instead we boast about what Christ Jesus 
has done for us.”  Vs 3 
 
Jesus told this story to some who had great self-confidence and 
scorned everyone else: 
Luke 18:10-14  Two men went to the temple to pray.   
One was a Pharisee, and the other wa a dishonest tax collector. 
The proud Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer. 
‘I thank you, God, that I am not a sinner like everyone else, especially 
like that tax collector over there! For I never cheat, I don’t sin, I don’t 
commit adultery, I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my 
income.’  
 
The Pharisee practiced careful stewardship of his list. 
 
But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his 
eyes to heaven as he prayed.  Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, 
saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’  I tell you, this 
sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God.  For the 
proud will be humbled, but the humble will be honored.” 
 
I wish it wasn’t so but we all fall prey to the creation of our list, and 
as accomplished as they may be, as special as we are sure they are, 
those lists are worthless in recommending us to God. 
 
So forget the lists. No glory in our achievements .  No more 
stewardship of the worthless, no more confidence in  human effort but 
instead simply the prayer, “O God be merciful to me, for I am a 
sinner.” God will hear that honest prayer and he will be merciful to us 
and he bring us into his eternal kingdom.  


