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April 9, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Matthew18:1-14/ Psalm 10 We Can Do Better: Let the Children 
Come to Me, by Andy McDonald 
 
There are some subjects we prefer to ignore. It’s not that we don’t 
care but to give any of our attention to some subjects makes us 
uncomfortable. 
 
The way we handle some of the difficult issues in our world reminds 
me of Scarlet O’Hara in Gone With the Wind having made some bad 
choices she says, “Well I won’t think about this now. I’ll think about 
it tomorrow.”   Unfortunately there are issues, problems, needs in our 
world that we as Christians can’t just not think about, we can’t 
procrastinate—because the problems are big and real and ugly and 
they aren’t best helped by denial and procrastination. 
 
This month of April is National Child Abuse Prevention month.  
Quite honestly I’d rather just pretend the problem doesn’t exist.  
 
And so why focus our attention on this difficult subject. Why journey 
into this topic, why not just talk about love and grace and joy and 
peace.  
 
I’ll tell you why because this issue is one Christ cares about.  Jesus 
was trying to teach his disciples and us by extension, what it means to 
have the highest rank in his kingdom.  Jesus called a little child to 
stand among the disciples. It’s all recorded in Matthew 18:1-14 
 
Jesus made it clear that in his kingdom greatness is to become like a 
child.  
To return to wonder.   
  To restore the innocence of a child.  
   To forgive and forget.   
     To experience those moments of spiritual connection that are so  
      unseen and yet real in a child’s life.   
To enjoy the freedom of dependence.  
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To dance in the humility that celebrates not yet knowing the answers. 
  To return to wonder. 
 
Jesus is elevating the simplicity and purity and joy of a child, and he 
says that whoever welcomes a child welcomes Jesus himself. 
But Jesus was aware of evil 
 He knew and he knows that there are those that would cause these 
little ones to lose faith. 
   He understands that some would put stumbling blocks and try and 
trip up and do damage to the children. 
To steal or ruin that sense of wonder 
 To damage the innocence  of a child 
   To do unspeakable things that make it difficult to forgive and forget 
     To block a child’s spiritual development  
       To cause a child to question if they can depend on anyone 
         To create a sense of shame instead of humility 
 
And so Jesus, who loves and wants only good for every child, Jesus, 
whose words are normally gracious and kind, here, says some 
amazingly harsh words.   
 
The Message paraphrase puts it like this: But if you give them the 
children, a hard time, bullying or taking advantage of their trust, 
you’ll soon wish you hadn’t. It would be better for that person to be 
thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around the neck.  How 
terrible it will be for anyone who causes others to sin.  Jesus says that 
His Father’s will is that not even one of the little ones should perish.”  
 
The way we treat children 
Dare I say the way we advocate for children is the way we treat and 
advocate for Jesus. 
 
We have to face the reality that this problem is pervasive in our 
culture.  The problem of abuse is real. And as much as we’d like to 
think otherwise it is pervasive among church goers too .I’d like to 
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think that it is just a problem out there in the world, not here in a 
church.  
 
But regardless of our discomfort with the subject we must recognize 
that the statistics of abuse are horrible across the board and 
unfortunately churches and church people pretty much mirror the 
culture at large. 
 
It’s important that we define the subject—What is child abuse? The 
Organization Child Help chooses this definition:  “Child abuse is 
when a parent or caregiver, whether through action or failing to act, 
causes injury, death, emotional harm or risk of serious harm to a 
child. There are many forms of child maltreatment, including neglect, 
physical abuse, sexual abuse, exploitation, and emotional abuse.” 
 
The abuse of children in this country, not to mention around the 
world, is epidemic in its proportions.  
 
Physical abuse of a child is when a parent or caregiver causes any 
non-accidental physical injury to a child.   (28.3% of adults report 
being physically abused as a child.)  
 
Sexual abuse occurs when an adult uses a child for sexual purposes or 
involves a child in sexual acts. It also includes when a child who is 
older or more powerful uses another child for sexual gratification or 
excitement.  (20.7% of adults report being sexually abused as a child) 
It makes sense that this is 1 in 5. The best research reveals that 1 in 4 
girls and 1 in 6 boys will be sexually abused. 
 
Emotional abuse is when a parent or caregiver harms a child’s mental 
and social development, or causes severe emotional harm. While a 
single incident may be abuse, most often emotional abuse is a pattern 
of behavior that causes damage over time. (10.6% of adults report 
being emotionally abused as a child) 
 



4 
 
Child neglect is when a parent or caregiver does not give the care, 
supervision, affection and support needed for a child’s health, safety, 
and well-being. 
 
Every once in a while a news story will break about some horrific 
child abuse, like those girls in Ohio, locked in basement for years. 
For a moment we are moved but then we return to life as usual as the 
news story fades. Some how we have become numb to the size of the 
problem. 
 
Think about all the pink ribbons and the walks and runs to fight breast 
cancer in America. We know the issue is important. A cure needs to 
be found.  Suffering and death must be stopped.  But let me put the 
issue of Child Abuse in perspective.  Last year .0007%  of our 
population or 246,660 new cases of breast cancer were diagnosed.   
 
Of all varieties of cancers there were 1,685,210 new diagnosed 
cancers. ½ of 1% of our national population.    
 
The US Census says that 23% of our population is under 18. And if 
the same percentages hold true as the memories of today’s adults and 
28% of those kids have been or are being  physically abused  that’s 
20,678,000 victims. 
 
If there were a million, just one million not 20 million new cases of 
TB in the USA this year all the resources of the nation would be on it. 
The CDC consumed by it. Every night it would be in the evening 
news. We’d be praying about it in church. 
 
And yet some 20 million children are being abused and we just don’t 
want to talk about it.  But I wonder if these young people might be 
similar as the crowds on whom Jesus had mercy because he saw them 
as sheep without a shepherd. 
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Sometimes when we turn our attention to these kinds of crisis, this 
kind of evil we can get a little mad at God.  Our thoughts if not our 
voices, echo the author of Psalm 10. 
 
O Lord, why do you stand so far away?  Why do you hide when I 
need you the most?  
 
Those thoughts are mine on this subject. I don’t find it a stretch to 
imagine a child, abused for years, wondering “Where are you God?” 
 
The psalmist continues. Vs. 2 “Proud and wicked people viciously 
oppress the poor. ...They brag about their evil desires; they praise the 
greedy and curse the Lord....These wicked people are too proud to 
seek God.  They seem to think that God is dead.   
Yet they succeed in everything they do.  They do not see your 
punishment awaiting them. They pour scorn on all their enemies. 
They say to themselves, ‘Nothing bad will ever happen to us! We will 
be free of trouble forever!  Their mouths are full of cursing, lies, and 
threats.  Trouble and evil are on the tips of their tongues.  They lurk in 
dark alleys, murdering the innocent who pass by. They are always 
searching for some helpless victim.  Like lions they crouch silently, 
waiting to pounce on the helpless.  Like hunters they capture their 
victims and drag them away in nets.  The helpless are overwhelmed 
and collapse; they fall beneath the strength of the wicked. 
 
The psalm goes on to say that the wicked don’t think God is watching 
or will take notice. He asks, “Why do the wicked get away with 
cursing God?  How can they think, God will never call us to 
account?” 
 
Then comes hope.  “But you do see the trouble and grief they cause.  
You take note of it and punish them. The helpless put their trust in 
you. You are the defender of orphans.” 
 
Listen to these words a promise for every child abused physically, 
sexually, emotionally, through neglect. 
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“Lord, you know the hopes of the helpless. Surely you will listen to 
their cries and comfort them.  You will bring justice to the orphans 
and the oppressed, so people can no longer terrify them.” 
 
How does God do this? How does he bring justice to the oppressed?  
How does he work so people can no longer terrify the helpless? 
Listen, God uses his followers to answer the prayers of the helpless. 
We who have voice, power, votes, intelligence, love and caring we 
must be the “safe” adults in the world for all the children who suffer 
from unsafe adults. 
 
Jill Tolles experienced abuse at 6, at 11 and in her early teens. Now 
she advocates for the victims listen to her call to courage. 
 
(Note: We only played about a third of her talk but you can watch the 
whole talk at the link below or you can search youtube for Jill Tolles, 
University of Nevada, Tedx Child Abuse.) 
https://www.youtube.com/attribution_link?a=dlsBK5VwL5U&amp;u
=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DhGR079qsqTI%26feature%3Dshare 
 
Victims hear her challenge to be courageous. To be courageous to 
step up  and get the help you need to be safe. To find an ally who can 
help.  
In a group this size I must assume there are those who are or who 
have abused children. Perpetrators, hear in Jill’s story, in Jesus story, 
in Psalm 10, a call to repentance , a call to turn from this sin, a call to 
get help.  There is no sin beyond the reach of God.  He can change  
your heart, He can make all things new, He can make you a new 
creature. 
 
And for those of us fortunate to not have experienced abuse  or who 
have healed and moved beyond abuse, may we not be silent, or still or 
numb to this reality.  We must learn how to support children,  take 
steps like we do here to require background checks on those who 
work with our children.  We need to figure out how to come alongside 
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parents and bring relief to the challenge of childrearing—offer safe 
babysitting to young tired parents.  Actively make choices to remove 
opportunity for abuse and study and learn the signs of abuse, and 
when you are suspicious move toward that child and toward that 
situation not away from it. And befriend children, so if it happens 
those children have relationships with safe adults who can stop the 
abuse cycle. 
 
Today as we end in just a moment, as you leave the National symbol  
for Child abuse prevention are pinwheels.  And we have one for each 
family to take as you leave and to make your way out front to the 
corner and there are areas where you can with some twisting and 
effort place your pinwheel between the yellow tape and the street.  
And all month these whirling pinwheels will draw attention to this 
issue and remind our community that together we can make a 
difference for our children because that’s what followers of Jesus do.  
 
Let’s pray.  Father, create in us hearts that care.  Show us ways to 
make a difference.  We want to protect the children so they might 
come to you and be blessed. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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