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April 16, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Matthew 25:35b & Psalm 68:6 We Can Do Better: Strangers Taken 
In, by Andy McDonald 
 
Sometime when we are feeling shrunken, feeling a little small, not 
sure the difference we make in the world—it is important to 
remember that to which God calls us. 
 
He calls us not to some trivial pursuit.   
 He doesn’t call us to become jeopardy champions. 
   His calling isn’t about amassing manuals of truth. 
    He isn’t about calling us to the narrowness of self-serving. 
     His call is bigger than just a fire escape from hell. 
 
God calls us to partner with him to change the world. 
 
If you are looking for something big and significant to do that is the 
very thing to which God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit is calling you. 
 
We waste a huge amount of our mental energy on our salvation. 
  Am I good enough, and no matter how much we get our house in 
order the answer is always the same, God is absolutely perfect in 
every way and to be in his presence calls for absolute moral 
perfection and none of us ever measure up. 
 
We’ve already missed the mark, some of us missed the whole target, 
but none of us consistently perfectly hit the bulls eye. 
 
I hear some of you concerned will “I be ready when Jesus returns?”  
If it’s up to you I can solve that for you right now, you won’t be 
ready. But listen to what Paul tells us in Colossians 1.   
 All the fullness of God lived in Jesus Christ. 
 By Jesus Christ God reconciled everything to himself. 
 This everything includes you (once you were far away from  
God enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions, 
Yet NOW he has brought  you back as his friends. 
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He has done this through his death on the cross. 
He has brought you into the very presence of God, and you are holy 
and blameless  as you stand before him without a single fault.”\ 
 
This isn’t something you can achieve or rally to, this is what God in 
his mercy and grace has done for you and heaven is your home, 
eternity is yours in Jesus Christ. 
 
And God is calling you and me to join forces with him and let’s 
change the world.  Some of you hear this and it revs your engine.  
There’s something that appeals to this big overwhelming impossible 
in human power, vision. The idea of being part of something big is 
exciting.  
 
And something about the way we are wired makes us want to take this 
on.  We imagine that changing the world will be giant rallies, and 
huge marches, and mega churches, and stories on the news, and 
maybe movies made about it all—a big deal.   But the truth seems to 
reside closer to lots and lots, maybe millions of tiny, seemingly 
insignificant changes that eventually results in the world being a 
different place.   
 
For 14 years Borglum blasted and then chiseled away chunks of 
stone. 14 years piece by piece by piece the stones were shaped and all 
those small visually imperceptible changes  took place day after day 
after day and eventually you could see the change as Mt. Rushmore 
became a national monument. 
 
Whenever God has made headway in changing his world it seems he 
starts with a person. He calls someone to join forces with him and 
make a difference in the world.  
 
My mind rushes to God calling Moses. When God wanted to free the 
Israelites from 400 years in Egypt God chose a foster child to lead, to 
set his people free!  
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And maybe you are like me and you can get all caught up in the 
bigness of all the children of Israel marching out of Egypt, through 
the Red Sea and eventually into the promised land.  
 
But before all of that could happen there was a lot of chipping away 
to carve Moses into the leader God needed. 
 
Jochebed  and her determination to save her boy even if it meant 
loosing him brought her to put him in a basket boat and hope for 
grace. 
 
There was Miriam who watched over her little brother . 
 
Pharaoh’s daughter who became Moses’ foster Mom. Hiring his birth 
mother to nurse and care for her own son. 
 
What little things were done each day in Amram and Jochebed’s slave 
quarters. Simple stories, fun games, work, play, worship,  thousands 
of little investments in that boy, with no way to know at the time that 
Mom and Dad and sister and brother were part of changing the world. 
 
When Moses moved into the Palace of Pharaoh his teachers in the 
best schools of Egypt, did they have any sense that their teaching was 
changing the world.  Friends in the court who intellectually and 
maybe physically spared with Moses was there any realization that 
they were involved in changing the world. 
 
So God calls us to join him in changing the world.  Our world has 
been changed.Our own journey is one from orphan to adopted.  We, 
as part of the human family, were stolen.  Satan came and took 
humanity, he stole the baby,  he turned us all in to orphans and slaves.   
Galatians 4:4-6 says   But when the right time came, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman , subject to the law. God sent him to buy 
freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us 
as his very own children....now you can call God your dear Father.  
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Now you are no longer a slave, but God’s own child. And since you 
are his child, everything he has belongs to you.” 
God’s plan is that the adopted become the adopters.  That the rescued 
become the rescuers. That the slaves set free set slaves free. 
 
God cares about the oppressed.  Over and over in scripture we are told 
about the God who cares for the fatherless, a term for those without 
the parental support they need.  
 
This isn’t just a problem in third world poverty and war ravaged  
countries but it is right here in Orlando, Florida.  According to 
Community Based Care of Central Florida,  there are approximately 
3000 children who are not able to live at home or sleep in their own 
beds due to neglect or abuse. Each of these kids needs a safe and 
loving home to “feel normal” again and sometimes to heal 
emotionally and physically.  Foster parents provide the love, stability 
and structure needed during a scary and traumatic time. They also 
give kids a role model for what life can and should be. A strong foster 
family can change a child’s life forever. They can change the world.  
 
Here is one family in our church  who is partnering with God to 
change the world. 
 
(Video with Rhonda and Russell Cross) 
 
Right now in our community the need is great. Community Based 
Care would like to recruit 100 new foster families this month!  In 
Orange, Seminole and Osceola Counties there are nearly 2000 
churches!  So while a 100 new families seems huge if one family out 
of every 20 churches took on this ministry that goal would be reached.  
 
I don’t know exactly what God is calling for our church to do for 
these children,  but I do know that however we can invest in these 
young lives when we change one life we change the world. 
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Jesus said that when he returns there is a separation like a shepherd 
separating sheep and goats.  And to those to whom he says Come he 
tells them, “I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home.” 
In the book “The Ministry of Healing” there are some compelling 
words: 
“The Lord provides for the widow and the fatherless, not by a miracle 
in sending manna from heaven, not by sending ravens to bring them 
food; but by a miracle upon human hearts, expelling selfishness, and 
unsealing the fountains of Christlike love. ... In homes supplied with 
life’s comforts, in bins and granaries filled with the yield of abundant 
harvests, in warehouses stocked with the products of the loom, and 
vaults stored with gold and silver, God has supplied means for the 
sustenance of these needy ones.  He calls upon us to be channels of 
His bounty....Then there are the multitudes of children who have been 
wholly deprived of the guidance of parents and the subduing 
influence of a Christian home.  Let Christians open their hearts and 
homes to these helpless ones.  
“Instead of giving attention to pets, lavishing affection upon dumb 
animals, let them give their attention to little children, whose 
characters they may fashion after the divine similitude.” 
 
This year we Americans will spend some $60 Billion on our pets 
while  the entire national budget for some 400,000 foster children will 
be 3-4 billion about 5% of what we spend on our pets! Relax, God’s 
not against pets, but it’s important to keep things in perspective. 
 
Today God may be calling you to become a foster parent, Psalm 68:6 
says that God sets the lonely in families.  Maybe this is something 
you need top ray about.  Could it be that God would have you take a 
little child in to your home, to give them a forever family and 
introduce them to Jesus?  
 
God won’t call all of us to foster or adopt a child. But God has called 
all of us to minister to orphans, to those without the parental support 
they need. 
. 
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Most of us won’t become foster parents.  But just because we can’t 
take that big bite doesn’t mean there’s not some part we can play in 
changing the world of these children. 
 
Here are some opportunities: 
    Volunteer at an event that supports Foster Care 
       Help with the Birthday Party Club at Community Based Care 
         Host National Adoption Day spotlighting the 100,000 kids in 
this  nation waiting for “forever families” 
            Offer individual driving lessons for youth 16 and up 
              Host an activity for siblings that have been separated- like      
              camping trip, or weekend at the beach. 
                Sponsor travel to reunite children with non-offending 
family for holidays. 
Attend  the May 2 Foster Facts Question and Answer right here in our 
facility 6:30-7:30 pm.  Just become informed. 
 
And this week, that’s right, this week you can shop for children’s 
socks and underwear and bring them next week to church and we will 
present them to _____________  from one of the agencies working 
with Foster Children. 
 
God calls us to change the world. To love people into life long 
friendship with him. And when that happens that friendship with God 
inspires investing in people, meeting needs everywhere in Jesus’ 
name, serving the people of our community. 
 
And when we are able to in some way support children, love children 
and make their lives better there’s no doubt that God is using us to 
change the world. 
 END—Song   The first verse of the song we just enjoyed had these 
lyrics:  Cause I am found I am yours.     I am love I’m made pure.  
I have life I can breathe. I am healed, I am free.  Great true words, But 
not just for me  but now the rescued rescue, the adopted adopt, the 
loved love becoming his we become channels for his grace to change 
his world.     
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What	do	you	think	about	the	idea	that	God	calls	us	to	change	the	
world?	
	
	
Why	do	you	think	we	are	drawn	to	the	big	deal?	
	
	
Do	you	agree	or	disagree	that	the	world	is	changed	ususally	by	
lots	of	small	actions?	Why	do	you	agree	or	disagree?	
	
	
Why	do	you	think	we	worry	about	our	being	saved,	or	being	ready	
when	Jesus	returns?		Who	makes	us	ready?	
	
	
What	do	you	like	and	dislike	about	the	idea	of	the	rescued	
becoming	rescuers,	the	adopted	becoming	those	who	adopt?		
	
	
How	can	God	use	us	today	to	be	channels	of	benefit	to	meet	
needs?	
	
	
What	can	you	do	to	support	Foster	Care?	
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