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May 14, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
 
This month we are exploring together the challenge of change.  If 
you’ve been part of this congregation for almost any length of time 
you know that one of the constants around here is the certainty of 
change. 
 
While for  some it might seem that we like to change just to change. 
Like the person who rearranges the furniture in their house, just for 
fun. We may be a little guilty of  this.  And it’s because  most of us 
easily get stuck, we fall into routines, practices, habits and they move 
from contrived or uncomfortable to casual, to unthinking practice, to 
the way things are preferred, to the absolute right way and to change 
is to do something wrong.   
 
As a church family we don’t want to be entrapped in habit or 
tradition. Nothing wrong with having traditions we just don’t want to 
be imprisoned by them.  And sometimes we may adopt a practice a 
tradition that might not have been healthy to adopt originally or one 
that was very legitimate when adopted, but  the passage of time has 
deemed meaningless. Nothing wrong with having hitching posts 
required near the entrance to every church until no one has any need 
of a hitching post.  When no one rides their horse or is pulled by a 
horse drawn buggy to church, continuing to require the installation of 
hitching posts is a tradition worth abandoning. 
 
The challenge of change we are exploring is the change of culture in 
our gathering for worship, study and fellowship.  Without addressing 
a culture it just happens.  When we gather here in this place we each 
bring with us our own culture of worship.  In our individual minds we 
have some notion or ideal of how the services should be conducted 
and what is appropriate for us as a congregational participant.   
 
It is a little like when a couple is about to step into marriage. They are 
in love.  And the old saying that love is blind has some truth to it.  
Their mind’s eye only lets them see the good, the positive, the places 
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where their lives match and seem to wonderfully complement the 
other.   
One of my duties in counseling is to help reveal where some of the 
bumps might be in their life together.  And often it is most easily 
illustrated by explaining that somewhere in the memory banks of our 
super computer brain we have files created from our own life 
experience that tell us this is what a good husband  is like this is what 
a good wife is like.   A good parent, a well behaved child, a great 
family tradition is... and what is absolutely true is that all these files 
and many more do not exactly match the prospective life partner’s 
files.  So the challenge of change will come to every couple.  
 
Here in this place we don’t just blend a couple of families but 
hundreds of families are represented by the individuals who make up 
this congregation.  And not only are there hundreds of families but 
also we are an intersection of cultures.  We are a wonderfully 
cosmopolitan group.  Sitting here are people from literally all over the 
world. A proverbial united nations. And I believe God smiles with joy 
at our coming together.   Sometimes these cultures easily blend and 
sometimes there are clashes of cultures.   
 
The challenge of change we are exploring this month is that of 
changing our culture, of giving our culture some attention, to give 
thought  and intention to our culture of worship services, study times, 
and fellowship  that occurs here each week.  What will be our culture?  
How will we be us together? In the healthiest, most accommodating, 
welcoming, gracious way what kind of culture will be the FHC 
Worship culture? 
 
To help us focus we have created a “Church Etiquette” video  for each 
week.  The one last week addressed conversation in church  and today 
we want to check out phone use in church.  
 
(VIDEO) 
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There are some Biblical principles that must inform our culture.  
Because we are followers of Jesus and people of the Book, the Bible, 
we don’t just create our culture willy nilly we want to know what God 
desires us to be and we want a culture that supports what God wishes 
for us. 
 
We will not be enslaved to some conventional practice of 
contemporary culture’s etiquette, but because of who we are and what 
God has called us to, we know this is important. 
 
Last week we began this trek by asking ourselves if Civility was 
Biblical, and beyond some formal civility Jesus calls us to love not 
just the people who are like us, whose culture matches our own, who 
agree with us, and who treat us nicely, he calls us to love all those and 
our enemies too. We are to practice civility to the point of loving 
those who wish us harm, so certainly we can practice loving one 
another in this body who are not just like us.  And love isn’t toleration 
love is engagement.  Love is acceptance. Love is active. 
 
Last week we laid the foundation for  our challenge of changing our 
culture. I said: 
 
Florida Hospital Church must not only be a place where everybody is 
welcome  but it must be a place that when we are all gathered together 
bumping into one another, physically, socially, spiritually, 
ideologically, that we are doing so in a culture of civility.   
 
It influences  how we enter and exit this place. Civility will dictate 
that  we do it in a way and with timing that is polite and civil to our 
fellow worshipers.  We will recognize the incivility of coming in late, 
distracting fellow worshipers as we squeeze by them to find our seat. 
We know this will cause them to have to disengage from worshiping 
the God of the universe, and they will need to re-engage while still 
wondering what made us so late! 
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Our careful absence of conversation during the service is a way we 
show courtesy to those around us.  
 
Because we want to practice civility we silence our phones and 
disengage from our technology, expect as it is part of our worship 
service, as a means of demonstrating good manners to one another 
and being present in the moment. 
 
When our baby or child is crying or over active, we will take them out 
of the service to settle them down before returning as a means of 
being courteous and practicing civility with those around us. 
 
When someone does something in the service that may lack civility 
we won’t respond in kind, but we will be gracious with their 
imperfections. 
 
And when necessary we will call one another to accountability 
regarding civility and that we will be open to such candor. 
 
This is important because not everyone who comes here each week is 
in a life altering growing relationship with Jesus. And maybe, just 
maybe if they aren’t distracted by incivility, they can hear the good 
news.  God loves you, has forgiven you, and wants you to be with him 
forever  and its all a gift and to receive it you just say yes. Yes Jesus I 
want what you want to give me, forgiveness, grace, acceptance, 
perfection all a gift and eternity too. 
 
Incivility can block the hearing of this good news while a culture of 
civility opens and enables the opportunity to hear good news. 
 
There’s  tiny text tucked in 1 Peter that sets the stage for our second 
sermon in this series.  Maybe Peter was being over bold, but it doesn’t 
sound like a suggestion or an optional idea we might consider 
adopting.  It’s words have the air of a command.  “Show respect for 
everyone.  Love your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God. Show 
respect for the king.” 1 Peter 2:17 
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These seemingly simple words like civility and respect become more 
complex in the context of Christianity.   
 
What thinking, even self-serving humanist, person wouldn’t support 
the idea of civility but for followers of Jesus the call to civility is like 
on steroids as Jesus tells us to love our enemies. 
 
The same depth for a Jesus follower is contained in the word respect.  
How can we respect everyone? Why would I? 
 
Maybe you’ve heard me say it before but you are a “Divine Original!” 
Really there is only one of you in all the universe (at least as far as we 
know) 
 
David got it right when he wrote Psalm 139. We pick it up in vs. 13 
“You made all the delicate inner parts of my body and knit me 
together in my mother’s womb.  Thank you for making me so 
wonderfully complex. Your workmanship is marvelous—and how 
well I know it. You watched as I was being formed in utter seclusion, 
as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.....  vs 17 How 
precious are your thoughts about me, O God!” 
 
You were created in the very image of God.  I’m not sure all of what 
that means, but it is incredible and even with all the generations of 
sin, there is still some of God’s image left in you.” 
 
I love to hear this stuff about me.  I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. I am created in God’s image, I am a God ordained one of a 
kind original creation.  Doesn’t it feel good to hear that about you? 
 
But it’s not just true about me! It is true about everyone.  You could 
legitimately turn to the person seated on either side of you and, you 
could tell them, “You are a divine original created in the very image 
of God.” 
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When Peter writes, “Respect everyone.” I wonder if he had this 
concept in his mind?  Or maybe he’s having a flashback about his 
own self-respect.  Maybe there’s some remembering his own night of 
horrors when Jesus was captured and three times he denied he even 
knew Jesus.  
 
We can so easily dredge up our own failures, our memories seem to  
hold onto disappointing moments, and when we look in the mirror 
that may be our most difficult  calling to show respect to everyone. 
 
Jesus had to re-commission Peter on the shore of Galilee asking him 
three times if he loved him. Three times Peter reaffirmed his love and 
Jesus tells him to feed his sheep, to go do ministry and in so doing 
helped restore a healthy self-respect in Peter. 
 
God has forgiven you. In Jesus not just your sinful choices, your 
falling into temptation, your caving to your craving is taken care of, 
but at a much deeper level God, in Jesus Christ,  has not just taken 
your behavioral sins but he has provided a way for a change in your 
very identity- Sin not sins no longer defines you.  You are a new 
creature in Christ. 
 
It isn’t a bandaid on some poor sin choice, it is major surgery to place 
a kind of sin radiation  deep in your soul that is transforming you 
more and more into the very image of Jesus, Christ in you the hope of 
glory. 
 
And all of this isn’t just true about you but it is equally the reality in 
your fellow worshipper.  
 
And so Peter calls us, commands us to show respect for everyone.  
Because God loves everyone they are worthy of our respect.  In the 
dictionary kind of defining respect is a feeling of deep admiration for 
someone or something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or 
achievements.  But the showing of respect treating with high regard, 
can be a choice that supersedes feelings, we choose to have 
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admiration for all, not because of their abilities, qualities or 
achievements but because of Jesus attention to them. 
 
Having a feeling of respect makes showing respect easier but we can 
choose to show and demonstrate respect with our without the feeling. 
 
The private, saluting a higher ranking soldier, may not have great 
feelings of respect at that moment, but they still show the respect 
through saluting. 
 
What does it look like to show respect?  At the very least the object of 
our respect gets our attention. 
 
Think about the person who respects some great author. How do they 
show respect? They give attention.  They read their writings.  They 
may visit  their birth place or some important location to that author.  
They will speak highly of them and defend them if they are attacked.  
They will encourage others to read their work and if they themselves 
are writers, they may even emulate the one they so respect. 
 
How do we respect a sleeping baby?  We speak softly.  We choose to 
not slam doors.  We take our phone to another room incase it rings or 
we switch it to vibrate.  If the weather is cool we put a blanket over 
them to keep them warm. If we are outside and they fall asleep where 
it’s too warm we may fan  them.  We give attention and we think 
about how to act and behave in their best interest.  
 
For a church whose mission is loving people into a lifelong friendship 
with God, we must realize that one of the keys to effectively fulfilling 
mission is the practice of respect with everyone we meet.  But each 
week in the culture we are creating for our worship, this is the lab 
where we can practice respect. 
 
How do we respect fellow worshipers? 
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It is as simple as attending to their needs not just being self-
concerned!  
Showing respect begins as we greet each other in the lobby.   
Look one another in the eye.   
Listen not just to words but seek meaning. 
When you have differing viewpoints seek to understand before you 
seek to be understood. 
When we enter this room and find our seat we can pray for fellow 
worshipers as they enter. 
We come early and find our seats as a way of respecting others. 
Our seat is our space and their seat is their space and how we honor 
their space shows respect. 
Ceasing conversation 
Putting away electronic gadgets 
Paying attention to service 
Offering to assist if a need arises 
Avoiding disturbing the fellow worshiper’s experience. 
 
Peter may have been speaking, not to just his generations, but maybe 
even more to ours when he writes his last line of the verse, “Show 
respect for the king, some translations say emperor.”  For Peter to 
write this when Nero ruled certainly would assure its applicability to 
all rulers to come.  
 
Maybe before we close today’s message it would be a good reminder 
of the call for Christians to be respectful citizens.  Regardless of how 
this political season all turns out undoubtedly it will be a challenge for 
differing segments of our congregation to show respect for the 
governmental leaders.   
  Like Jesus words reminded us last week it’s really no big deal to 
love our friends and the people most like us, even pagans do that, but 
we are called to love our enemies and to show respect for everyone.  
   And it is in the demonstration of  RESPECT to everyone that we are 
the proof that God can change hearts and use us to show his love to 
our world, and we can practice that each week as we worship together 
with respect for one another. 
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