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June 11, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Jonah  1-4  God and Rebels: When a Whole City Rebels, by Andy 
McDonald 
 
For those of you who might not have been here last week let me 
quickly catch you up and for those who were here a quick review. 
 
Our story is the famed one from the book of Jonah and most people 
who have some point of reference to this story call it Jonah and the 
whale.  But really the book is the story of God and how he handles 
rebels. 
 
We discovered that Jonah was a rebel.  He rebels against God’s 
commission to go to Nineveh and runs for Tarshish.    
 
When the call came to Jonah his own nation of Israel was  politically 
secure, spiritually smug, and morally corrupt.  And God is 
commissioning him to leave his country and visit Nineveh the capital 
of  Assyria, a ruthless empire which were Israel’s enemy who 
threatened and eventually conquered Israel.    Nineveh was a center of 
crime and wickedness and the prophet Nahum would characterize it 
as the bloody city full of lies and robbery.” 
 
No wonder Jonah ran for Tarshish 
 
Early in the story we began to get a hint at how God handles rebels as 
scripture gives God credit for this big storm than nearly sinks Jonah’s 
runaway vessel.  There was the parenthetical story of the sailors of 
that boat who are type cast as hardened, rebellious, cursing like sailors 
types who, because of their brief encounter with a rebellious runaway 
prophet, become follower, worshippers of the true God. First they 
were all crying out to their own gods, various non-god gods, but after 
Jonah is thrown over and the sea calms they turn to the true one God 
and worship. 
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God prepares a great fish to swallow Jonah and from inside the belly 
of the fish, in the last line of his prayer we found, right in the heart of 
this book, the central teaching of this whole experience,  
“SALVATION COMES FROM THE LORD.” 
 
This is the last line of Jonah’s prayer from inside the fish, today we 
pick up our story in it’s next line. Jonah 2:10 “Then the Lord 
commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto the beach.” 
 
Then God is like, “Okay Jonah let’s try this again!  You ready now?  
Any more ideas about running?”  The Bible doesn’t use those exact 
words  it says: And then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time.:  Get 
up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver  the  message I 
give you.” 
 
I love the next words in this book.  They seem so descriptive of so 
many of us at so many junctures when we’ve run or dug in our heals 
or tried to avoid God’s call, but when it came a second time 
something God did in us caused us to come around.  It says, “This 
time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command and went to Nineveh.” Jonah 
3:3 
 
The story seems to reveal that Jonah’s hesitancy was two fold.  One 
he will confess later on, it was sort of the secondary excuse he kept in 
his pocket as a sort of God flattering excuse.   
 
His first reason was the hoplessness of Nineveh.   
Just a bunch of wicked heathens. 
  There was a high crime rate. 
     People were getting killed there 
       The people there would rather climb a tree and tell a lie than 
simply stand on the ground and tell the truth it was place full of lies 
           No better place if you were looking to be robbed. 
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Jonah had some spiritual pride issues. He saw himself as one favored 
by God and he saw the people of Nineveh as spiritually inferior, 
virtually hopeless. 
 
Why is it that we can read the bible and see a text as “good news” for 
us but not necessarily as good news for everyone?  
 
I love the way Eugene Peterson paraphrases part of Ephesians in the 
Message Bible:  
“Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, 
had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and holy 
by his love.  Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family.” 
 
We tend to read that and think, “Of course he did. Who wouldn’t want 
us in their family?  God loves us and his love will make us whole and 
holy.”   And I think we sometimes forget that is his desire for every 
human on this planet.   
 
Humanity is the focus of his love.  God wants all of his children 
adopted back into his family.   
He wants your polar opposite as much as he wants you. 
 He loves and he is seeking to to make whole and holy democrats and 
republicans and independents and libertarians and communists. 
 
He wants those who’ve never heard the name of Jesus and he wants 
those who can’t remember a time they didn’t know Jesus loves me. 
 
Our God wants all of his family back—those who are serious enough 
about following him to be willing to be beheaded by radical groups 
and those in the radical groups who do the beheading. 
 
Remember the God we are talking about is the one who in the midst 
of being cruelly crucified, prayed for those doing the deed that they be 
forgiven. 
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Jonah arrives at this hopeless place called Nineveh  a great city that 
would take three days to walk it.  Obviously this must mean to visit 
the whole place. To get word to everyone.  
 
I can’t imagine that all he said were the words we have recorded.  
“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.”  If this was it the 
reaction is even more miraculous. 
 
Here’s a prophet, one who speaks on God’s behalf, and he has this 
great personal experience of trying to run from God.  He has an 
explanation of why he looks so digested, having been in a fish’s 
stomach for three days.  Jonah is God’s prophet but is this his whole 
message? “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.”   
There’s no mention of what the people should do, what might be 
some options, no mention of God or turning to God.  I just can’t 
imagine that he wouldn’t use at least some of his recent personal 
testimony.  Maybe that last line of his prayer would’ve been good, 
“Salvation comes from the Lord.”  We don’t know if he said more, 
but what happened in Nineveh was amazing.  
 
The people of Nineveh believed God. They declared a fast. When 
word of Jonah’s message got to the king, this hugely powerful leader 
of the then known world,  got up from his throne, took off his royal 
robes, and covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 
 
He called for a city wide fast humans and animals and for everyone to 
call urgently on God.  Give up their evil ways and their violence.  
Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his 
fierce anger so that we will not perish. 
 
Jonah 3:10 says that’s exactly what happened; “When God saw what 
they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion 
and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.” 
 
And Jonah was furious.  He lost his temper. He yelled at God, “God, I 
knew it—when I was back home, I knew this was going ot happen!  
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That’s why I ran off to Tarshish!  I knew you were sheer grace and 
mercy, not easily angered, rich in love, and ready at the drop of a hat 
to turn your plans of punishment into a program of forgiveness! 
 
Is Jonah embarrassed?  Is he worried about being a false prophet?  
Did he so badly want to see some divine fireworks of destruction on 
Israel’s enemy?  We don’t know exactly.  But he says: 
 
“So God if you won’t kill them kill me! I’m better off dead.” 
 
God said, , “What  do you have to be angry about?” 
 
But Jonah just left.  He went out of the city to the east and sat down 
ina sulk.  He put together a makeshift shelter of leafy branches and sat 
there in the shade to see what would happen to the city. 
 
So God messed with him.   God arranged for a broad-leafed plant to 
spring up.  It grew over Jonah to cool  him off and get him out of his 
angry sulk and it sort of worked.  Jonah was pleased and enjoyed the 
shade.  Life was looking up.  
 
But then God sent a worm. By dawn of the next day, the worm had 
bored into the plant and it withered away.  The sun came up an God 
sent a hot blistering wind from the east.  The sun beat down on 
Jonah’s head and he started to faint.  And he prayed to die,  “I’m 
better off dead.” 
 
Then the Lord said to Jonah, “What right do you have to be angry 
about this shade tree?” 
 
Jonah’s like, “I have plenty of right. It’s made me angry enough to 
die.”  
 
These are the last words we have from Jonah.  God concludes the 
book asking Jonah some questions he leaves unanswered. 
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Godsaid, “What’s this?  How is it that you can change hour feelings 
form pleasure to anger overnight about a mere shade vine that you did 
nothing to get? You  neither planted nor watered it. It grew up one 
night na ddied the next night. So, why can’t I likewise change what I 
feel about Nineveh from anger to pleasure, this big city of more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand childlike people, who don’t know the 
difference between their right and left hand, to say nothing of all the 
innocent animals? 
 
God had mercy on Jonah but Jonah was so sure God should have 
mercy on his enemies.  
 
We can clearly see from this short little book that being God’s 
prophet does not equal having your act together spiritually.  God has 
chosen to communicate to humanity through humanity and here in 
lies one of God’s problems. 
 
Jonathan Sacks said, “The supreme religious challenge is to see God’s 
image in one who is not in our image.”  The people of Nineveh were 
different than Israel.  They looked different, they acted differently, 
they had a different culture and clothing traditions and customs and 
the list goes on.  And it seems that prophet Jonah had a hard time 
seeing God’s image in those people who weren’t like his image.   
 
Ignatius of Loyola defined sin as refusing to believe that God wants 
my happiness and fulfillment. 
 
By this definition Jonah was involved in sin.   
God commissions him and Jonah is sure God doesn’t want him to be 
happy or fulfilled—he’s being sent to Nineveh—he might not survive 
the trip. 
Jonah runs and the storm comes and Jonah is sure God’s against him. 
God sends a fish to rescue him and vomit him out on shore  and he is 
re-commissioned by God  Jonah is sure God wants him miserable. 
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He preaches and succeeds in  a city wide revival and so now he’s sure 
God wants him to suffer being a false prophet. 
 
He is sure God isn’t for him but against him   
 
But it isn’t true. God is for him.  God wants to set Jonah free.  God 
wants to set the citizens of Nineveh free. God wants to set us free 
today. 
 
Eugene Peterson points out that the root meaning in Hebrew of 
salvation is to be broad, to become spacious, to enlarge.  It carries the 
sense of deliverance from an existence that has become compressed, 
confined and cramped, God wants to set us free.  
 
Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:10 NIV 
 
Unfortunately many nonbelievers and even many who claim follow 
Christ, have the notion that God is somehow against them and that the 
whole Christianity think it to keep them for enjoying life.   
 
It is an echo of the original lie of Satan, God is trying to keep people 
 from something better and more exciting. 
 
God Proposes    Satan Proposes 
With God = Life   With God = Death 
Without God = Death   Without God = Life 
 
Our ears are corrupted by sin.  Satan has been too successful in 
leading us to believe that God is the God of “No” when God is a 
perpetual “Yes, and” God. 
 
What does God do, how does he behave when a whole city rebels? 
 
Jesus said it well, God sends his rain on the just and the unjust.  He 
loves his enemies.  There’s no switching from Yes to No and back 
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again.  He is always YES!  God is the constant and  humanity the 
variable. 
 
He has already loved, accepted  and forgiven everyone for all their 
sins, past, present or future.  Paul says that God has reconciled 
everything unto himself through Jesus Christ. 
 
In  Jesus’ famous tales of lostness—coin, sheep, a son—he makes to 
important points.  

1. The lost are a high priority worth whatever effort it takes to 
find them, even if it means leaving the ninety-nine to search 
for the one. 

2. When found the lost deserve to be celebrated.    

In the story of the lost son, the father didn’t punish him by sending 
him to the pigsty.  The son went there as a natural consequence of 
choosing to live apart from the father and squandering the “life” that 
the father had graciously given him.  
 
And when he returned the father was consistent with heart of God 
who is always, immediately, perpetually and constantly gracious.  
 
Jonah reminds us of this reality.  The message sounds harsh “40 days 
and Nineveh will be overturned.”  And it was overturned not by 
enemies destroying but hearts repenting.  When a whole city rebels 
what does God do, whatever he can to turn the hearts of people back 
to God.  
 
That’s what God does when Prophet’s Rebel, when a whole city 
rebels, when we rebel God consistently seeks and saves—that’s just 
who God is.   
 
 



	 																					 	 																					 	
	

	

	 																										 	 																										 	
	
                                   Join the conversation at @FloridaHC #fhcTAKEAWAY                                    Join the conversation at @FloridaHC #fhcTAKEAWAY 
                                     Sermon archives are available at hospitalchurch.org.                                   Sermon archives are available at hospitalchurch.org.	

What	do	you	think	Jonah	mean	in	the	last	line	of	his	prayer,	
“Salvation	comes	from	the	Lord	alone”?	
	
When	have	you	been	given	second	chances	by	family	or	friends?	
	
When	have	you	experienced	a	second	chances	or	opportunity	
from	God?	
	
	
How	do	you	think	Jonah	“felt”	about	another	opportunity	to	visit	
Nineveh?	
	
	
How	hopeful	was	his	message?	
	
	
Who	are	those	people	not	like	you	in	whom	it	is	most	difficult	for	
you	to	see	God’s	image?	
	
	
What	evidence	is	there	that	God	is	always	the	same	filled	with	
love	and	grace	and	justice	and	mercy	24/7?	
	
	
Who	do	you	know	or	would	like	to	know	who	is	“thirsty	for	God”	
and	to	whom	you	could	point	the	way	to	the	water	of	life?	

What	do	you	think	Jonah	mean	in	the	last	line	of	his	prayer,	
“Salvation	comes	from	the	Lord	alone”?	
	
When	have	you	been	given	second	chances	by	family	or	friends?	
	
When	have	you	experienced	a	second	chances	or	opportunity	
from	God?	
	
	
How	do	you	think	Jonah	“felt”	about	another	opportunity	to	visit	
Nineveh?	
	
	
How	hopeful	was	his	message?	
	
	
Who	are	those	people	not	like	you	in	whom	it	is	most	difficult	for	
you	to	see	God’s	image?	
	
	
What	evidence	is	there	that	God	is	always	the	same	filled	with	
love	and	grace	and	justice	and	mercy	24/7?	
	
	
Who	do	you	know	or	would	like	to	know	who	is	“thirsty	for	God”	
and	to	whom	you	could	point	the	way	to	the	water	of	life?	


