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October 1, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Ecclesiastes 7:2  Better to Attend a Funeral than a Party, by Andy 
McDonald 
 
When I was growing up it seemed like our family went to an 
inordinate number of funerals.  Seriously it was like someone at the 
church or in the community had appointed us to be the ones to make 
sure someone was at the funeral. 
 
It makes sense that you would attend the funeral of a relative.  I had 
lots of relatives.  I knew one of my great grandmothers. I grew up 
across the street from my maternal grandparents and about 3 or 4 
miles from my paternal ones.   There were a bunch of great aunts and 
uncles as well and I remember going to lots of family funerals.  But 
beyond our biological family we seemed to be the designated funeral 
attendees for the church family too. 
 
In my memory, and I’m sure its’ exaggerated by time, we just didn’t 
miss a good funeral! 
 
I’m sure it wasn’t intentional but it served me well as training for my 
work  as a pastor with regards to supporting families through planning 
a funeral, because even early in my ministry I had lots of experiential 
familiarity with how  a funeral is supposed to flow. 
 
But before you judge my family as being a little morbid, we also had 
a heritage of feasting and having a party.  My grandma Flora, 
regardless of the economic condition of the family, believed in 
celebrating.  She loved a party and was sure everyone should find 
opportunity to celebrate another year of life.  She loved birthday 
parties and I remember her having one for every grandchild every 
year.  
 
Beyond the family celebrations of holidays and birthdays, my 
immediate family was at every school and church  celebration. 
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Funerals or feasts our family felt some compulsion to be there.  There 
was some kind of force that drove us to just show up for these 
corporate events. 
 
So when we come to Solomon’s words to us in Ecclesiastes 7:2 I sort 
of get it but they can be sort of in your face words.   
 
Before we go there though we need to consider what Chapter 7 is 
seeking to answer.  What’s the question these proverbs, these pithy 
pieces of practical advice are speaking to? 
 
Well, in the last verse of chapter 6 he asks, Who knows what is good 
for us in life? Or Who knows how our days can best be spent? 
 
Chapter 7 opens with “A good reputation or a good name is more 
valuable than the most expensive perfume.  In the same way the day 
you die is better than the day you are born.  
 
There are two days that bookend our lives.  The day we are born and 
then the day of our death. Poems and talks have been given about the 
importance of how we live in the dash.  But why would the wise man 
say the day of our death is better than the day we were born. 
 
Maybe it’s because at birth there is no name so to speak. No 
reputation.  Just potential.  When a ship leaves the harbor  there’s no 
knowledge  yet of storms to be encountered, troubles  or joys of the 
journey. But upon entering the harbor at the conclusion of a safe 
ocean crossing, the ship is welcomed with celebration of the journey.  
There is history. 
 
And now we come to our text.  Ecclesiastes 7:2 
It is better to spend your time at funerals than at festivals.   Or it might 
be, It’s better to attend a funeral than a party!  
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Why would this be true?  The wise man anticipates our question.  He 
senses our  doubt.  He knows this seems wrong in some emotive 
sense. 
 
Solomon was writing from the context of a man who loved to party.  
In fact it was during his reign as king that there were good days of 
economic prosperity and the peace and safety to enjoy it. 2 Chronicles 
1:15 says that Solomon made gold and silver as common in Jerusalem 
as stones! Judah and Israel in that time were a culture characterized 
by the house of feasting! 
 
It was to this prosperous partying culture that Solomon says,  Hey, it’s 
better to go to the house of mourning, the funeral home, the funeral 
service than to go to the house of feasting, the party place!” 
 
This counsel is coming from a serious partying kind of guy.  He had 
servants and houses and palaces and orchards and gardens and 
vineyards.  He would bring singers and dancers and bands to his home 
for the best entertainment for his parties.  He earlier wrote, “Whatever 
my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart 
from any pleasure.” Ch. 2:10 
 
This is the guy who is now telling prosperous Israelites, “Better to 
attend a funeral than a party!” 
 
Why would this be true?   He answers that in the second half of the 
verse.  “For you are going to die, and you should think about it while 
there is still time.” 
 
For most people, especially prosperous people who might prefer a 
party to a funeral, we really don’t want to spend much time focused 
on the reality we all share—we are all going to die. 
 
In fact one of the attractions of going to a feast, attending a party is to 
escape any of that kind of thinking.   
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Parties are great.  They are now, they are the happening thing of the 
moment.  Immediate, transitory, momentary, fleeting, temporary and 
they shrink our horizon to the now. 
 
We think of going to a party as a place to escape thoughts of 
responsibility or accountability. 
   They are  “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas!” kind of 
moments. 
 
Kids go to a party to spend time with other kids to do their thing.  
Youths go to the party to be with peers and find that special person 
Young parents get a baby sitter and go to the party to shirk 
responsibility and just kick back 
 
We may party to connect for our benefit 
  We go to the party to get 
    We go to the party to numb our pain or boredom 
      We may go to the party to escape life 
And so Solomon  knows at the party we forget the long view. 
 
We may forget that it is more blessed to give than to receive 
  We may forget that we are all inextricably linked 
 
Jesus, maybe echoing some of Solomon’s wisdom, challenges us  
“If we go out to get life we lose it but if we go out to lose our lives we 
get them.”Matthew 10:39 
 
In contrast to the party with an immediate short horizon,  funerals 
expand our horizons, they enlarge our view, they remind us to not get 
too caught up in temporality because we were created for eternity. 
 
What is it that you learn at a funeral that makes it better, maybe not 
more enjoyable, or fun, or relaxing as a party, but what do we learn 
that makes it better?  As I’ve mentioned the first thing is perspective. 
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Psalm 90:12 says, “Teach us to number our day’s aright that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.” 
 
Jesus’ asks “What does it profit a person if they gain the whole world 
and lose their soul?” 
 
There is a perspective that comes when we stand on the beach an look 
out across the ocean, or arrive at a mountain overlook and can see 
range after range of mountains and valleys that brings something to 
our life different than when we are sitting at our desk or around the 
kitchen table. I think Solomon realized that parties and feasting just 
don’t bring the perspective that comes at a funeral. 
 
I didn’t really know her, we had met but only briefly, so I think she 
was a little surprised when I arrived at her door only minutes after the 
coroner’s people  had taken her husband to the morgue. She invited 
me in and to begin small talk I asked her how long she and her 
husband had been married, and without a moment’s hesitation  she 
snapped back at me, “Too long!” The funeral for  her husband was 
one of the saddest .  I didn’t think about its depth of sadness at the 
time but only on reflection afterwards, because in the moment it 
didn’t seem that sad. I don’t believe one tear was shed by her or the 
family. It was like they were only there because they felt they had to 
be. 
 
Maybe it is the gamut of the kinds of funerals that occur over the 
years that cause funeral directors to have some collective learnings. 
 
Here’s some wisdom from funerals by a group of funeral directors 
and they aren’t life lessons normally learned at a party: 
 

1. Never put off to tomorrow what you can do today. 

We know that’s true for school and business.  We know it is true of 
daily chores and huge bucket list stuff.   But what about  the simple 
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things like taking a plate of cookies to the newly widowed neighbor, 
or taking your kids or grandkids for a walk in the woods, or reading 
that book you’ve always had on  your to do list.  And too often we 
think we’ll do that tomorrow, or next year, or when I retire, but the 
procrastinated day never comes and eventually it is too late. 
That’s something you can learn at a funeral. 

2. Take time to be kind 

You will never regret the time taken for an act of kindness, but you 
will always regret those kindnesses left undone.  
 

3. Hold your friends close but your family closer 

It is a strange reality that those who should be our closest and 
strongest allies, those with whom we share DNA, are often the ones 
who are the recipients of our worst moods, harshest words, and most 
unrealistic expectations.  That sad funeral where no tears were shed 
by wife or children were the results of not valuing family. 
 

4. Never take anyone for granted 

There’s no guarantee of tomorrow. So today is when we say “I love 
you”,  “I’m sorry,”  Today is when we enjoy one another. Today is 
when we put down our cell phones and look one another in the eye 
and “be present in the moment with the people we are with, the 
people who are most important to us. 
 

5. Realize what is important in life 

We so often think of accomplishments,  things we’ve achieved or 
obtained, as being important. But go to a funeral and what you hear is 
the little things.   You hear stories about how the deceased touched 
the lives of others,  the little random acts of kindness, the smile in the 
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‘midst of chaos, the time they took to listen and share in someone’s 
joy or pain. 
 
For me the most important benefit of attending a good funeral that 
trumps a good party is the reminder of resurrection. 
 
It was the reality of the resurrection that ignited the early church.  The 
news they were reporting to anyone who would listen was crazy good.  
We may not like to talk about our imminent death but it’s reality casts 
a shadow across our lives, and the crazy unbelievable, amazing good 
news that was the primary message of the early church . . . death has 
been defeated removes or at least reduces that shadow. 
 
Jesus Christ is God incarnate and he came and lived and died the 
second Adam and he knew no sin and though he was dead in the 
tomb, though they buried him on Friday, he rested in the tomb on 
Sabbath and then Sunday morning he rose from the dead, conqueror 
of sin and death.  And because he lives we too shall live. 
 
I don’t know about you.  For me maybe it is simply avoidance of 
facing my own mortality.  Life is busy and full and we like it that way 
because we don’t have to give much time or thought to the reality that 
100% of us are destined for death.  But when we go to a funeral we 
are reminded of the long horizon.  We are reminded of resurrection 
power and resurrection life.  
 
Parker Palmer writes in The Active Life,  “Bone deep knowledge of 
resurrection would take away the fears that some of us presently use 
to justify our cautious, self-protective lives.  Death dealing fear would 
be replaced by life giving faith, and we would be called to do God-
knows-what for God-knows-whom!” p. 153 
 
A good funeral should call us beyond ourselves.  Sure when we risk, 
when we throw more caution to the wind, when we stop living self-
protective lives –we may die but then, but then there is resurrection. 
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Jesus said as you travel through this world of woe only by accepting 
and entering into death can we know true life.  Only when we lose our 
lives will we find them. 
So I think it makes sense that Solomon would say that it’s better to 
attend a funeral than a party. 
 
Nothing wrong with parties. God had the whole nation of Israel set 
aside party times of feasting and celebration. But there’s some really 
important life lessons that are better learned at a funeral. 
 
Alfred’s brother died. The next morning when Alfred read the 
morning paper to see what was written about his brother he was 
stunned to discover his own obituary.   The paper mistakenly printed 
that Alfred had died, and described him as the inventor of dynamite. 
That was true enough but he realized the legacy he was leaving was 
associated with death and destruction.  Alfred had a second chance to 
rewrite his legacy.  With input from friends he invested some of his 
wealth to honor those who furthered the cause of peace in the world. 
Today  many know that Alfred Nobel invented dynamite, but he is 
better known for his creation of the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
At a funeral we note the legacy of the one who died and we are 
reminded that we too will leave a legacy. 
 
Listen to the wisdom of Solomon. At a party we aren’t challenged to a 
larger life than the one we now live! But at a funeral we are reminded 
of the longer horizon, and the reality of the resurrection, that we are 
safe for all eternity. You and I are guaranteed  a resurrection so we 
can  step out into our world and do God-knows- what  for God-
knows-who because no matter where our life wanderings may take us 
we are safe in the arms of our resurrected savior. 
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