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October 29, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Ecclesiastes 9:7-12  Time and Chance  by Andy McDonald 
 
How often have we heard the old question with regard to which news 
we prefer? 
 
A person says, “Hey, I’ve got good news and bad news.  Do you want 
the good news first or the bad news first?” 
 
Which do you choose?  Do you want the good news first to sort of 
bolster you up to hear the bad news?  Or do you think, “Let me hear 
the bad news first, and then the sting of that bad news can be soothed 
by hearing the good news.” 
 
If there’s bad tasting medicine that must be taken I prefer to get it 
down and then chase it with something I like, some pleasant tasting 
chaser.  
  
I’m sort of the same way when faced with good and bad news, I like 
to get the bad over with.  Solomon may have had that same bent.  The 
first part of the 9th chapter of Ecclesiastes will be considered by most 
people as bad news.   
 
It is a bit of an expansion of a saying coined by Benjamin Franklin in 
a 1789 letter to Jean-Baptiste Leroy where Franklin wrote: "'In this 
world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes."  
 
Solomon graciously leaves out taxes, but in the first six verses of       
Ecclesiastes 9 it is clearly the bad news that precedes the good news.  
 
 
 
He writes: “So I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous 
and the wise and what they do are in God’s hands, but no one knows 
whether love or hate awaits them.    
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All share a common destiny— 
the righteous and the wicked,  
 the good and the bad,  
  the clean and the unclean,  
   those who offer sacrifices and those who do not. 
     As it is with the good person, so with the sinner: 
       As with the swearer is so with the one who is afraid to swear.  
 
This is the negative, the tragic reality of everything that happens 
under the sun:  The same destiny overtakes all.  Our hearts are full of 
evil and there is madness while we live, and after we all join the dead.  
There is hope only for the living.  For as they say, ‘It is better to be a 
live dog than a dead lion.’” 
 
It is right here that we find one of the often quoted texts in Seventh-
day Adventist sermons on the nature of man and what happens to a 
person when they die.  We use this text to support the idea that a 
person doesn’t immediately head for heaven or hell at death. 
 
We pick back up in verse 5: 
 For the living know that they will die,  
    but the dead know nothing;  
they have no further reward, 
    and even the memory of them is forgotten. 
Their love, their hate 
    and their jealousy have long since vanished;  
 never again will they have a part  
    in anything that happens under the sun. 
 
So if you are one of those people who like your bad news first you are 
in luck today!! 
 
Solomon’s bad news is echoed elsewhere: 
 
Euripides, the Greek poet said, “Death is the debt we all must pay.” 
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In the curse following our primordial parents choice of self-
determination God said, “By the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; 
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Genesis 3:19 
 
The Psalmist wrote “What man can live and not see death? Can he 
deliver his soul from the power of the grave?” Psalm 89:48 
 
The person who sins will be the one who dies. Ezekiel 18:4 
 
Romans 5:12 “Death spread to everyone.” 
 
Here’s this wise man.  Some debate about whether or not Solomon 
wrote this book of Ecclesiastes but there is as much reason to believe 
he did as there is doubt that he didn’t.   
 
When King David died Solomon became the next king. In 1 Kings 3 
and it says: “Solomon loved the Lord and followed all the instructions 
of his father David, except that Solomon, too offered sacrifices and 
burned incense at the local altars.”  (He was supposed to go to 
Jerusalem so he is disobeying even in his worship and God still shows 
up. )  vs. 4 “The most important of these altars was at Gibeon, so the 
king went there and sacrificed  one thousand burnt offerings.  That 
night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, ‘What 
do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you.’ 
 
Solomon recognized his limits, he recognized his need,  and so he 
asks for wisdom. And in the dream God said, “I will give you what 
you asked for! I will give you a wise and understanding mind such as 
no one else has ever had or ever will have!”  
 
Here’s the wisest man ever and he’s just delivered the bad news first 
and now in 7 he makes the shift to good news.  
 
Basically he’s said we are all going to die. Good people and bad.  You 
can run from death but you can’t hide, it is our common destiny. 
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So, in light of this bad news how should we then live? 
 So, with this common unenviable destiny what’s the up side? 
 
Here it is listen for it, verse 7 
 
“So, go strive to be absolutely holy! 
   So, go and argue for truth! 
     So, go live sober lives! 
       So, go live a life of abstinence from the enjoyable! 
 
NO! Here’s the wisest man ever, inspired by the God of the universe 
and in light of the fate of all humanity that we will one day die his 
good news counsel is amazing: 
 
So then, go eat your food and enjoy it!  Drink your wine with a 
cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works.  Wear fine 
clothes, with a dash of cologne!  Enjoy life with the woman you love 
all the days of this short life God has given you here on earth. This is 
your reward in life. So enjoy the  work you have to do here on earth.  
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, do your 
best. For when you go to the grave, there will be  no work or planning 
or knowledge or wisdom.” 
 
I love the chapter title in Charles Swindoll’s book on Ecclesiastes 
where he looks at these very verses.  It is titled “Have a blast while 
you last.” 
 
When was the last time you heard people who claim to be spiritual 
give this advice: “Eat your bead in happiness, drink your wine with a 
cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works?” 
 
Our expectation, because of the devils manipulation, is that if we are 
on a spiritual journey it must be somber.  We should look and act and 
be serious to the point of joylessness.  We should live worried about 
our guilt and fearful that God is mad at us for our mistakes. 
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NOT SO! 
Solomon the wisest man ever grasped the reality of the Messianic 
hope. That a savior was coming and that we humans can be so 
identified with the Lord, that because of who Jesus Christ is we can 
be assured that God has already approved our works!!! 
 
Listen and don’t just hear words but hear truth. God isn’t against you 
God is for you, God is for me,  God is for us.  God isn’t angry with 
us.  God is satisfied, contented and at peace.  
 
In Christ we are no longer distant foes, we’re intimate friends. 
Solomon saw it coming, knew that it was true, looked forward to it in 
faith. 
 
Paul looked back and boldly named the reality. 

In Colossians 1 we read these words: “For God in all his fullness was 
pleased to live in Christ, and by him God reconciled everything to 
himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 
means of his blood on the cross. This includes you who were once so 
far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by 
your evil thoughts and actions, yet now he has brought you back as 
his friends. He has done this through his death on the cross in his own 
human body.  As a result, he has brought you into the very presence 
of God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him 
without a single fault.” 
 
We can eat and drink with happiness—he has already approved us.  I 
don’t know about you but I like the counsel to live it up.  Before we 
rush off to live hedonistic lives of self-seeking pleasure, both 
Solomon and Paul share a word. 
 
In Ecclesiastes  it says “Let your  clothes be white all the time, and let 
not oil be lacking on your head.”  What is symbolized here is purity  
and living under the Spirit of God.   
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In the great freedom we have as part of God’s family, free from the 
guilt of sin, we live in the liberating power of  God, free to live 
unworried lives walking with God. 
 
Paul follows that earlier text in Colossians with, “But you must 
continue to believe this truth and stand in it firmly.  Don’t drift away 
from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News!”  
 
Solomon says to enjoy, live happily with the woman you love all the 
days of your short life.  
“Husbands, the target of your love is the woman God gave you; enjoy 
her immensely! And wives, “Enjoy life with the man whom you love 
all the days of your fleeting life which He has given you to under the 
sun. Isn’t that great counsel? You have a wife?  Live it up!  You have 
a husband? Live it up! Go for it! Have a blast in that marriage of 
yours.  
 
The litteral translation of the Hebrew reads “See life with the wife 
you love.”  To “See” means to experience the full range of human 
emotions and passions. Solomon is saying that God wants couples to 
thoroughly enjoy each other.  Don’t stop having fun, laugh, romance, 
love all the days of our lives. 
 
He counsels us to live life with all our might.   Don’t hold back.   
To many too often put off living fully in the moment.  We all say, “I 
don’t have time for that now but some day.”  Maybe after the kids are 
in school.  Or after they leave home.  Or when we get that next job. 
Or after we retire. ... 
 
My Dad use to remind me, “Andy this life isn’t rehearsal, this is the 
play.”  In many ways he took his own advice when he retired at 48.  It 
was a good thing because he died just before his 65th birthday.  He got 
in a lot of rambles as he called them hikes in the woods and picnics in 
those nearly 17 years. But he had modeled it before. Solomon is 
saying don’t hold back.  Invest yourself .  Don’t save your strength.  
Don’t put off living until you retire.  Have a blast—do it now! 
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Why?  Because things don’t often work out the way we imagine.  Life 
surprises our expectations.   So much of life is...we make this 
plan...and then instead this other thing happens.  So we do a course 
correction and now we think things are headed  over here and a new 
plan arises and then instead this other thing happens.   This is life and 
Solomon says I have seen something else under the sun, what we 
expect often isn’t what happens; 
 
The fastest runner doesn’t always win the race, and 
  The strongest warrior doesn’t always win the battle. 
    The wise person doesn’t always have food. 
      The smart person doesn’t always become wealthy 
         The one with special skills doesn’t always receive praise 
Time and chance overtake them all! 
 
Today we live with this pervasive since that we can’t keep up. 
Whether it is in business or school, spiritual development or friends, 
How do we keep up?  If we aren’t on facebook, twitter, snapchat, 
sharing instagrams 24/7 what will we miss?  How can we keep up?  
Someone who is the faster runner will pass us and we will be 
yesterday’s news or worse. 
 
Solomon is saying that even if you are the fastest runner it’s no 
guarantee you’ll win the race. 
 
We may be seeking to be the strongest warrior, the healthiest, the 
most fit, and we may imagine that if we could just be more wise we’d 
always have plenty too eat.   
 
We feel the pressure to  get things on sale, and join the gas club to 
save on each gallon, and how to select the best groupon, or know the 
code to get the best deal  then we’d be smart and that means we’d 
have money. 
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But  the path to “success” isn’t that straight and isn’t that clear 
because time and chance are involved.  
Solomon says for time and chance overtake them all. Bad things and 
good things happen to everyone. 
 
In the book “Living On the Ragged Edge”  suggests we are back to 
another mystery.  That which appears to have the most speed, the 
greatest power, and the strongest influence hangs on  the thin threads 
of time and chance.   
 
It continues:  Once again we’re talking about the sovereign hand of 
God. ...In the final analysis His “time” and His plan (called “chance” 
by Solomon) win out.  The hand of God has a way of bringing about 
contrasting results rather than expected and logical results.”p.273 
 
The word chance in our text is a rare term and means literally: “To 
happen” or  “to occur” So it is more about the appropriate time and 
circumstances .  One commentator says we should translate it “what 
happens and when it happens.” 
 
Vs 12 is the last in our passage and in many ways it summarizes the 
whole teaching  about the reality that we will all die, so live fully 
engaged lives, don’t hold back, God has already approved of your 
works. 
 
Vs 12 People can never predict when hard times might come. Like 
fish in a net or birds in a snare, people are often caught by sudden 
tragedy.  
 
One commentator says an acceptable translation of this last line 
would be: People do not know when they will die. 
 
It is so true.  Jesus told the story about a rich a man whose land grew 
a bumper crop.  He’d already done well but this was like major icing 
on the cake.  We know he’d done well because his barns were already 
full with no room for the bumper crop so he decided the best plan was 
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to tear down the old barns and build bigger barns. Then he would put 
all his grain and goods together in the new barn and then he’d have 
enough for many years and he could move to Florida where he’d rest, 
eat, drink and enjoy life. 
 
But God said to that man, “Foolish man!  Tonight you will die.  So 
who will get those things you have prepared for yourself?  This is 
how it will be for anyone who stores things up only for himself and is 
not rich toward God.  Luke12:16-21 
 
So what does Solomon counsel us today?We are all- good and bad, 
wise and foolish, rich and poor headed for death. 
 
The dead don’t know anything   We can’t predict when our day will 
come. 
 
Things rarely follow our expectation regarding what happens when it 
happens. 
 
So here’s the good news.  God accepts you in Christ. 
It is so  hard for some to believe. Maybe not intellectually but 
experientially.  We so want to contribute something to the equation.  
But God’s love doesn’t align with our expectations. We imagine the 
fastest runner should win the race, and the strongest warrior the battle. 
But God blows our expectations.  We expect we should have to add 
something to the equation—my faith, my effort, my love, my belief.  
But the bottom line is that Perfect Love meets us where we are and 
asks only that we open our heart and receive the love for which we 
long.  We are loved and accepted and eternity is ours.  
 
So listen you can enjoy life while it is yours.  Eat your food with 
gladness, drink your wine with a  joyful heart for it is now that God 
favors what you do. Enjoy  your wife  or husband. And engage fully 
in life living life with all your might, unworried about when 
catastrophe or death might come  you are safe in Gods hands, eternity 
is yours, so live in the now. 
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If	there	is	good	news	and	bad	news	which	do	you	prefer	first?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	the	bad	news	that	we	are	all	headed	for	
death?	
	
What	do	you	think	about	good	and	bad,	wise	and	foolish	all	
having	an	appointment	with	death?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	the	living	knowing	they	will	die	but	the	
dead	knowing	nothing?		
	
How	does	this	line	up	with	most	people’s	ideas	about	what	
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do	your	best	work	possible?	
	
What	happens	rarely	matches	our	expectations-why?	
	
How	can	you	let	what	happens	happen	and	still	not	worry	and	
engage	fully	in	life?	
	
	

If	there	is	good	news	and	bad	news	which	do	you	prefer	first?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	the	bad	news	that	we	are	all	headed	for	
death?	
	
What	do	you	think	about	good	and	bad,	wise	and	foolish	all	
having	an	appointment	with	death?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	the	living	knowing	they	will	die	but	the	
dead	knowing	nothing?		
	
How	does	this	line	up	with	most	people’s	ideas	about	what	
happens	when	you	die?	
	
What	do	you	think	about	Solomon’s	reaction	to	live	well	since	we	
are	all	going	to	die?	
	
Since	it’s	all	going	to	end	why	do	you	think	Solomon	says	engage,	
do	your	best	work	possible?	
	
What	happens	rarely	matches	our	expectations-why?	
	
How	can	you	let	what	happens	happen	and	still	not	worry	and	
engage	fully	in	life?	
	


