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December 3, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Isaiah 11:1-10  The Season of Hope by  Andy McDonald 
 
Christmas is a season of hope. One familiar carol we will sing 
declares that in the birth of Jesus, “the hopes and fears of all the 
years” are met. This is a pretty big claim.  And yet we believe it to be 
true. 
 
In our world there is much hopelessness.  
 A loss of hope is a tragic state.  
 
Undoubtedly you’ve visited that feeling.  Hopefully you didn’t camp 
there long because it isn’t a pleasant place.  
 
Having no hope,  
  Despairing 
    Having no possibility of solution 
Faced with a hopeless problem, hopeless disease,  
  Having no hope or chance of changing  
   No hope of improvement. 
 
This is why I dread my next visit to the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, one of my favorite places on earth. Last week I saw 
pictures of the Chimney’s, the name given a couple of peaks in the 
park, on fire. I don’t know how many times I’ve climbed the 
Chimney’s but one of the most memorable was what I remember as 
my Dad’s last really good normal day. His stomach pains had been 
coming and going and that beautiful December day they held back as 
we climbed the Chimney’s. Weeks later his hopeless cancer diagnosis 
would be made and two months later he died. 
 
My next visit, whether or not I climb the Chimneys, I will feel a touch 
of hopelessness as I see the burned forest. 
 
You see I love tree’s and so one of the hopeless sights to me are 
stumps.  Stumps look back to life and green leaves and shade and 



2 
 
beauty, maybe many great memories but not much hope in fact under 
all the normal circumstances a stump is a picture of hopelessness—
there’s no bringing back what stood on that stump. 
 
The word picture in our text from Isaiah 11 is the voice of hope in 
light of hopelessness.  
 
In our text today Isaiah writes, “A shoot will come up from the stump 
of Jesse, from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.” 
 
Isaiah was sad. His king Ahaz had made alliance with Assyria.  They 
destroyed Samaria and wiped out the northern kingdom of Israel. It 
would have been easy to be hopeless. But there was young Hezekiah. 
In him Isaiah saw hope for good days.  Maybe he hoped for Hezekiah 
to be Messiah.  Because certainly this passage is Messianic. 
 
Hezekiah was a better, more Godly, more just king than his father 
Ahaz, but he would be followed by his son Manasseh, the most 
wicked king of Judah, under whom Isaiah would be executed. 
 
But Isaiah hoped for a righteous ruler and he hoped for an age of 
harmony and peace.  
 
The righteous ruler will spring up from the stump. There is hope.  
 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him 
The Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and of power 
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
 
This new ruler will judge with righteousness and give justice and 
make decisions that benefit the poor. 
 
And a new day will be ushered in, and broken creation will become 
the harmonious creation as God intended. 
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It will be just like what Paul wrote in Colossians 1:19-20 “For God in 
all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and by him God 
reconciled everything to himself.  He made peace with everything in 
heaven and on earth by means of his blood on the cross.” 
 
Isaiah looked in hope to that day when transformation of all things 
would take place. 
 
The very best picture he could imagine was when predators are 
transformed to peaceful partners and when victims are healed from 
wounds so they can step away from fear into fellowship.  
 
Talk about hope: 
The wolf will live with the lamb 
The leopard will lie down with the goat 
The calf and the lion and the yearling together 
A little child will lead them. 
The cow will feed with the bear 
Their young will lie down together,  
And the lion will eat straw like the ox.   
The infant will play near the hole of the cobra and the young child put 
his hand into the viper’s nest.  
  
Here’s the place of hope the eye of hope. 
 
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. 
 
I’m so glad that God didn’t give us the picture of turning wolves into 
lambs! NO, he transforms the wolf and the lamb so they can live 
together. 
He doesn’t make the bear into a cow, but transforms both so they can 
lie down together. 
 
God is in the transformation business.  He brings hope.  He is light.  
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When my grandfather who drank heavily for years and would get 
scary mean drunk gave his heart to Jesus and was baptized and was 
never drunk again, he was transformed.  He was still granddaddy, 
same person, but at the same time he was a new creature in Christ.  
 
Listen no matter how bad things may be. 
 No matter how hopeless it may appear—there is hope. 
 
Desmond Tutu who experienced the darkest days of Apartheid said, 
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the 
darkness.” 
 
We live a world where there is a bunch of darkness.  
 
The darkness of prejudice.  People stumble around in the darkness of 
prejudice—that just because you don’t look like me, don’t talk like 
me, don’t share my education, think different politically, have a 
different sexual orientation, I can mistreat you, deny you the rights 
and privileges I enjoy. 
 
There’s the darkness of war. The darkness of refugee crisis. A year 
ago the United Nations High Commission on Refugees reported that 
there were 65.3 million refugees.  This means that one out of every 
113 people on earth is a refugee! And that was a year ago and we 
know that darkness has increased.  
 
The darkness of disease and pandemics like HIV/AIDS. At the end of 
last year 36.7 million were living with the infection and 1.1 million 
died from HIV related causes. 
 
There’s the darkness of predators and abuse. 
 
The darkness of ignorance, The darkness of lack of clean water. 
The darkness of loneliness 
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And here’s what you did today. Maybe it wasn’t a sun or moon or 
even a powerful search or spotlight. But today as individuals and 
collectively as a church you allowed Jesus to make his word a reality, 
YOU are the light of the world.  
 
Today you pushed back the darkness with light.  Today you said 
darkness will not prevail we will be the light.  When the light comes 
darkness vanishes. 
 
Our Hospital Church Mission is Loving people into a lifelong 
friendship with God.  And in this season of church life our vision is to 
be a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community.  Today we reached for our mission by engaging in our 
vision.  Outside of these walls engaged in serving.  
 
We have hope.  One of the great songs of our denomination is We 
Have this Hope! Hope of Jesus coming again his second advent. And 
while that is the great consummation of the age that will undoubtedly 
come, we are to occupy while we wait. 
 
Bill Hybels is famous for saying that the church, the local church is 
the hope of the world.  Sounds a little arrogant at first but Jesus is the 
hope of the world and the church is his body. It isn’t a stretch.  We 
hold onto and we hold out hope, but not just for pie in the sky by and 
by.  
 
Our hope is not just in the hereafter, but it is also in the here and now. 
We are called to bring relief to suffering and to defeat the darkness 
here and now as we wait for that day when there will be no more 
tears, no more hurting or destroying. 
 
Thank you for being the church not just interested in the sweet by and 
by, not just interested in saving souls, but invested in being salt and 
light a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of 
your community, especially in this great season of hope.  
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 "Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit." Romans 15:13 (NLT)  
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