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December17, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:10,11  ‘Tis the Season of Salvation  by 
Andy McDonald 
 
What do you do when you discover that your fiancé is pregnant and 
you know you aren’t the dad? 
 
The love is, (at least was) real, but now what? Who do you talk to?  
How do you breathe? What’s the answer? You must feel sad, 
disappointed, heartbroken, deceived, wounded, lost. 
 
This was Joseph’s state that night as he fought to get some sleep, as 
he wrestled with his thoughts, as his mind wouldn’t seem to shut 
down. He would close his eyes but his mind just wouldn’t still.  
Maybe a decision, charting a course, will bring relief, and so he 
decides to be gracious.  He won’t expose Mary that will be her 
challenge to face.  He will just quietly break the engagement. 
 
Finally, who knows at what hour, with this resolved in his mind, his 
exhaustion catches him and he sleeps.   
 
In his sleep an angel appears to him in a dream recommending a 
different course of action.  
 
In the dream the angel says, “Don’t be afraid to go ahead with your 
marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the 
Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.”  When Joseph woke up he 
did what the angel of the Lord commanded. 
 
The angel said he will save his people from their sins. 
 
Listen carefully. If you worship here regularly you’ve heard this 
before, and the truth of what I’m about to say leaks so quickly from 
our minds and hearts that we must hear it again and again.  If you are 
new here, maybe you’ve never listened to a sermon preached here, 
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maybe you are watching us for the first time on the internet, please 
listen carefully. What I’m about to tell you is the best greatest most 
significant Christmas present ever.  
 
To be saved is the work of the savior not the saved. 
 
This last June 1, 61year old William Durden, a retired Air Force pilot 
was fishing alone on the Homosassa river, something he had done 
many times before. A slip and fall landed him in the water. Separated 
from his boat the current took him further out in the gulf. He wasn’t 
wearing a life jacket.  He imagined it wouldn’t be long and he’d hail 
another boat and be pulled aboard but that didn’t happen. The day 
passed and he drifted further out to sea, floating and treading water.  
Eventually it began to get dark. Still he floated. He prayed and hoped 
for no sharks. The water temperature was pretty warm but just before 
dawn he shivered with cold, his body slowly cooling.  He kept hoping 
for rescue.  And sure enough a search helicopter spotted him.  The 
pilot said that it was rare to find a sole survivor floating in the ocean a 
because they are just hard to see. When he spotted Durden, he 
dropped a flair to mark the spot, turned the chopper around, 
dispatched a diver who put a harness around Durden and he was 
pulled to safety after 23 hours at sea.  Shaken, and very thirsty, but 
filled with gratitude for those who saved him.  He was completely 
hopeless without a savior, and his being saved was their work not his. 
 
A crescendo of nearly unbelievable series of events culminated in the 
descendants of Israel walking away from bondage as slaves in Egypt. 
Four hundred years of slavery ended as they are freed to walk away. 
They camped on the edge of the wilderness then God told Moses to 
have them camp between Migdol and the sea along the shore. 
Now Pharaoh recognizes that loosing these slaves is going to ruin his 
economy he changes his mind about their freedom and he gets his 
army together and they pursue. When Israel sees he dust of the 
approaching army they feel doomed.  They are trapped. The sea to 
one side, the land barriers on the other and an approaching army.  
 



3 
 
What is the Lord’s word to the people through Moses: “The Lord will 
fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
 
Hear the word of the Lord.  Being saved, getting saved, salvation is 
the work of the savior not the saved.  The Lord will fight for you; you 
need only to be still. 
 
From the belly of the whale Jonah declares “Salvation comes from the 
Lord.  
 
When the hoped for child arrived, her boy, she was overwhelmed with 
joy she thought would never be hers. The boy grew and all was well 
until he was out with his father and the field hands working and he 
complained that his head ached, and he went in to rest laid down but 
instead of getting better he died. So the Shunamite woman went and 
got Elisha and he came and prayed and stretched out on the boy and 
the boy came back to life. 
 
It was nothing the boy did.  He needed a savior.  Dead is pretty none 
participatory in being saved.   
 
In the gospels we have Jesus raising the dead girl. 
Stopping the funeral procession and giving a widow her son back 
from the dead.  
Lazarus has no hand in his coming forth from the tomb.  
 
When Jesus calms a storm, cures leprosy, unstops deaf ears, opens 
blind eyes, puts life in lifeless legs so the crippled walk what we see  
Is the reality of what the angel said to Joseph in that dream, “For he 
will save.” 
 
Three years ago this past May, when the nine-story Rana Plaza 
factory building collapsed in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The collapse killed 
hundreds of people and trapped dozens more. From his workplace 
across the street Didar raced to help survivors. Against the warnings 
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of everyone present, Didar found a tunnel in the rubble and used it to 
work his way into the collapsed building to look for stranded workers. 

He carried 17 people to safety before he found Aana, a young woman 
whose hand had been crushed and was pinned beneath rubble. 
  
The only way to get Aana to safety was to amputate the trapped hand.  
The new problem was that the doctor present refused to go into the 
collapsed building. To save Aana Diddar would have to carry out the 
procedure himself.  He obtained an anesthetic injection that would 
partially numb her hand but the pain of amputation was still severe 
but ultimately Didar saved her life by removing her hand. He 
continued searching through the dangerous collapsed building until he 
had saved a total of 36 people.  Saved not by their doing but saved by 
their savior, the one who risked, and served, and saved. 
 
To be saved is the work of the savior not the saved. 
 
On Hacksaw Ridge as Desmond Doss lowered soldier after wounded 
soldier down from that cliff top he saved those helpless victims of 
war. 
   
The angel who suddenly appeared to the shepherds outside Bethlehem 
that night said to them: “…a Savior has been born to you.” 
 
Not just to the nebulous world. This one who saves has been born to 
you—he is your Savior.  If you won’t block his work, HE WILL 
SAVE! 
 
John the apostle would write that Jesus was the true light that gives 
light to everyone. 
 
God is called God our Savior. 
Jesus is the one who saves 
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I don’t know the specifics of your sin, but I do know its nature in all 
of us. Sin is our choosing to save ourselves.  Some try to minister to 
themselves, to save themselves by some chemical dependency, some 
think they can save themselves if they just get enough money or 
enough stuff but there’s never a point of enough, some are sure 
salvation will be there’s if they can just hook up with one more 
relationship, while others think aloneness is their salvation.  Or a 
zillion other misdirected self-directed pursuits.  Sin is some form of 
me trying to save me.  And I’m here to tell you that whatever form 
your sin may take, Jesus is the one who saves.  And remember… 
 
To be saved is the work of the savior not the saved. 
 
Self-saving is exhausting and the very antithesis of Jesus’ invitation to 
you.  He says, “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? 
Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life.  I’ll 
show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and work with me--
watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company with me and 
you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.  Matthew 11:28-29 Message 
 
Sing Hallelujah!  To be saved is the work of the savior not the saved. 
Tis the season of Salvation.  Rejoice! 
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