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December 31, 2016 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Hebrews 2:9-18  Tis the Season of New Beginnings  by Andy 
McDonald 
 
How good it is to be gathered as the church in this place we call 
church on the last day of the year. 
 
There’s something momentous about last days. 
  Just think about the incredible feeling of the last day of the war. 
   You remember how good it felt, the last day of school. 
     I can only imagine after a long incarceration what the last day in      
     prison must be. 
         I remember rehearsal, and the dinner, and the night out with  
         friends, the last night of being single. 
            The last day as a through hiker on the Appalachian Trail from  
            Georgia to Maine must feel grand.   
 
One of the benefits of a last day is that it marks completion. History is 
set. And as last days end whether filled with celebration or sadness, it 
will give way to a season of new beginnings. 
 
Tomorrow, a new day, and in our case tomorrow a new year. 
 
But for just a moment lets linger on this last day of our Christmas 
season and let it call us, just one more time, to attempt to wrap our 
minds around the amazing reality of what we have just celebrated.  
 
It is a story we’ve read and recited and seen portrayed by children 
dressed in bathrobes.  It is a story that has changed history, changed 
the world, changed us if we’ve let it get under our skin.  And yet it is 
nearly, almost, on the edge of being unbelievable. 
 
First it is foretold. We call it prophesied.  The prophecies go 
something like this.  Times are bad, life is hard, tough stuff is 
happening to people, the country is overrun, we are oppressed, but 
here’s the good news in the middle of the bad,  “A savior is coming. 
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Messiah will come and set all things right.   
 
We hear the first promise of this coming in the curses doled out after 
the self-assertion, the fall from grace to I’ll do it my way of Adam and 
Eve in the garden.  God says to the serpent, (More specifically to the 
devil who used the serpent) “From now on, you and the woman will 
be enemies, and your offspring and her offspring will be enemies.  He 
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
Somewhere, sometime some offspring will come and destroy evil. 
 
The Messiah would be from Abraham, a descendant of David, called 
God’s son, born of a virgin, born in Bethlehem, called a Nazarene, 
called out of Egypt, perform signs of healing, proceeded by a 
forerunner, object of a murderous plot, betrayed for 30 pieces of 
silver. 
 
And then we have Jesus himself prophecy that he will be betrayed and 
beaten.  He will suffer and die and will rise again. 
 
What a nearly unbelievable story as it unfolds in reality!  
 
While men search for supremacy, wage war to gain economic and 
political power, and have a terrible track record of enslaving  and 
cruelty and prejudice and evil breeding more evil God thinks up this 
grand plan from eternity to redeem and set things right and that plan 
involves a baby. 
 
Jűrgen Moltmann writes,: “The kingdom of peace comes through a 
child, and liberation is bestowed on the people who become as 
children: disarmingly defenseless, disarming through their 
defenselessness, and making others defenseless because they 
themselves are so disarming. …A child is defenseless.  A child is 
innocent. A child is the beginning of a new life.” 
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And so when Jesus comes he faces a world that defends itself.  He 
faces the reality of people pushing others aside to climb to the top. 
Whether that top is the top of the world politically or just rivals in the 
schoolyard.  
   Whether that top is economic superiority or getting my way  
    theologically. 
       Whether that top is having plenty of oil to do as I please or 
        simply having more than someone else. 
 
This defenseless baby in Bethlehem whom we’ve just spent the month 
celebrating, grows up and becomes the defenseless lamb of God who 
willingly goes to the cross, lays down his life, to take away the sin of 
the world. 
 
And during his ministry when the disciples were wanting to be first, 
and greatest, and get the thrones next to his in the coming kingdom, 
what does Jesus do?  He brings a little child and teaches that unless 
you become like a little child you won’t enter the kingdom of heaven.   
 
“But Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that in this 
world kings are tyrants, and officials lord it over the people beneath 
them.  But among you it should be quite different.  Whoever wants to 
be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must become your slave. For even I, the Son of Man, came here 
not to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a ransom 
for many.” 
 
On this last day of the year it is now the season of new beginnings. 
 
What will this mean for us in 2017?  What does a season of new 
beginnings look like? 
 
It seems that it must begin with us becoming like little children! 
 
Childlike faith is faith of the defenseless, the helpless.  It’s a little 
crazy that we believe that in laying down our rights and maybe even 
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more significantly our privileges we can from a defenseless and 
helpless position make a difference in our world.  
 
Listen, we believe an almost unbelievable story.  
  We have been redeemed by the God who became a baby, born of a 
virgin, who lived and died and rose again and offers us eternity and 
righteousness, perfect alignment with God as a free gift. 
 
We ARE helpless we ARE defenseless but we also rest in God.  
 
It is time for we as Christians to start again.   To have a new 
beginning.  
 
We haven’t been consistent because we are part of the mess of this 
world.   
 
In an interview, Jonathan Hill, author of, “What Has Christianity Ever 
Done For Us?” he said, “Christians are and have been very diverse 
people. Those who enslaved the Native Americans and the Africans 
were Christians, or at least they claimed to be, and so too were those 
who campaigned against slavery in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries until it was abolished. We can't brand all Christians slavers 
or hail them all as enlightened liberators.” 
 
But the reality is that while we are not perfect, by a long shot, we 
need to own that and then move on.  
 
Imperfect Christians, the only kind that have ever exist, have done 
and can do amazing things for our world if they will start from a place 
of helplessness and take the form of a servant. 
 
The reality is that we can have a new beginning of doing the work of 
Jesus in 2017 to bring justice to our world.  
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The idea of universal human rights is rooted in the idea that all people 
are created in the image of God, and it has been championed by 
followers of Jesus.  
 
It was the followers of Christ who said that a woman was not the 
property of her husband.   
It was followers of Christ who prohibited the Roman practice of 
infanticide especially of baby girls.  
Followers of Christ said a man had to marry the woman he wished to 
live with and couldn’t have other spouses or mistresses. 
Ignored for years eventually it was followers of Christ that lead out in 
the abolition of slavery. 
Soup kitchens and infirmaries, care of the elderly and hospitals have 
roots in Christianity 
Much of the Education systems and universities rooted in 
Christianity. 
 
As  brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, redeemed solely by his action, 
what will our season of new beginnings launch us into for 2017? 
 
We have a vision.  Actually I think it is Jesus vision.  Remember he 
said that as the Father sent him into the world so he sends us? 
 
And if Jesus came not to be served but to serve, this could be our new 
beginning.    
 
What if this year we begin again to pursue our vision – to be a church 
without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our community? 
 
This would mean that we are more about being with people than 
about judging whether or not they are worthy, or qualified, or 
informed sufficiently to be allowed within the walls of a church 
building! 
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It would mean that in 2017 we would be more about going out to be 
with the people of our world than just trying to get them to come 
here! 
 
It would mean that we would all join in this task.  That’s what fully 
engaged implies all of us taking seriously Jesus’ clear call to serve. 
 
It would mean that incredible things would be happening and maybe 
even without anyone noticing!  We aren’t serving to get our picture in 
the paper but to make a difference for the one whom we serve! 
 
We can do this! Not because we are capable but because we are 
incapable!  We do this best when we own our own inadequacy-when 
we recognize our helplessness-and like a little child just join the 
parade. 
 
Eugen Peterson tells the story of his friend Brenda who flew to 
Chicago for a visit with her daughter’s family, and especially with her 
granddaughter, Charity.  Charity was five years old at the time, a 
plump, cute, highly verbal little girl. Just the week prior to Brenda’s 
visit Charity’s paternal grandmother had been visiting. She is a devout 
woman who takes her spiritual grandmothering duties very seriously, 
and she had just left. 
 
The morning after Brenda’s arrival, Charity came into her 
grandmother’s room at five o’clock, crawled into bed, and said, 
“Grandmother, let’s not have any Godtalk, okay?  I believe God is 
everywhere.  Let’s just get on with life.” 
 
It is so much easier to line up a great 2017 Godtalk year than it is to 
determine to be engaged in serving the people of our community, to 
just get on with life. 
 
A church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community.  Who are the people of our community? They are the 
people in our circle of influence. They are the people in your home 
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your family.  They are the folks next door.  They are your work or 
school mates, they are any human being with whom you have some 
kind of relationship.   
 
When we allow God to be God in the world, when we learn our role 
of serving, then we can come to the place where no one will want to 
be anyone else’s Lord and God, just a world of mutual service.  
 
An impossible dream?  Not for followers of a defenseless helpless 
baby who is the Savior of the world. 
 
In Matthew 25 Jesus tells about when he will return in all his glory.   
 
 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne.  All the nations will be 
gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at his left. “Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was hungry, 
and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a 
stranger, and you invited me into your home.  I was naked, and you 
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, 
and you visited me.’  
“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see 
you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to 
drink?  Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give 
you clothing?  When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’  “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to 
one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to 
me!’ 
 
Sounds a lot like a church without walls fully engaged in serving the 
people of our community. Let’s begin again! 
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