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January 14, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
2 Corinthians 8:11-15  The Generosity Rule by Andy McDonald 
 
There are some of you investing sharing your life in service to the 
people of your community, those in your circle of influence, about 
which we as a spiritual family are not aware.  You just quietly serve in 
your own un-trumpeted way, and good for you. 
 
But for those of you who have yet to enter the joy of service arena I’m 
sad for you. Last week our attendance was just under 700. We saw a 
video of lives being changed through the ministry of “Family Promise.”  
We did an interview with members involved in this caring for homeless 
families we host here for a week. The sermon was on generosity on 
living more generously, on not worrying about if there is enough, 
money, time, energy, resources, because we worship the generative 
God who is enough.  There was a table in the lobby where we could 
sign up to be part of the team being generous to these homeless guests 
at our church for one week and a little less than 1% six of you signed 
up to help!  I’m not wishing to lay some guilt trip on anyone, but I’m 
just saying I thought there might be a few more> 
 
Let’s pray.  Father, you are the generous God. Your generosity has 
spilled over to benefit all humanity.  You are by nature so generous that 
without wisdom and self imposed restraint we would be overwhelmed 
by your generous nature towards us. It is just who you are. And so I 
pray that as we continue today to consider what it means to live a 
generous life that your grace will transform us to be more like you, to 
be ambassadors of generosity. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
Before we dive into the five verses, 2 Corinthians 8:11-15, let’s review 
the three primary meanings of Generous 
 

1. Willing to give and share open-handedly unsparingly as in 
“They gave a generous donation 

2. Not petty in character and mind as in “They are unusually 
generous in their judgement of people.” 
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3. More than adequate “A generous portion was served.” 
 
In contrast to the expansive meanings of being generous the antonyms 
of generous are painful words if they become our descriptors: 
       • Stingy  • Conservative  • Little    • Small    •  Selfish 
 
Just for a moment it is important to remember the context of our 
passage.  In case you didn’t hear last week’s message let me give you 
context.  
 
Paul and Silas established the Macedonian churches. The church at 
Corinth was sort of the last of that chain, down in the area we more 
associate with Greece.  When the Corinthian church heard about the 
poverty and needs back in Jerusalem they had this great idea that they 
should collect some funds and send a gift back to Jerusalem so they 
started the fund.   
 
Now the other Macedonian churches suffering hard times and their own 
deep poverty, have overflowed in rich generosity. So now Paul writes 
to the wealthier church of Corinth, the ones who thought up this whole 
giving to the Jerusalem church, and he invites them to finish what they 
started.  
 
Today we pick up his teaching in 2 Corinthians 8:11 “Now you should 
carry this project through to completion just as enthusiastically as you 
began it.” 
 
And then in the last part of vs 11 and in vs 12  Paul shares what I’ve 
called the Generosity Rule and what we will spend the rest of our time 
unpacking. 
 
Some of you may hear God’s word to us through Paul and say, “No 
duh!”  while for some of you the pressure or guilt you’ve experienced 
over your financial giving may be relieved, and hopefully before we are 
done we can come awake to the reality that for most of us there is room 
for some growth in generosity without being guilted in that direction. 
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Here it is, the Generosity Rule.  2  Corinthians 8:11-12 
“Give whatever you can according to what you have.  If you are really 
eager to give, it isn’t important how much you are able to give.  God 
wants you to give what you have, not what you don’t have.” 
 
This is the generosity rule: Give according to what you have.   
 
I want to clear something up.  Before I do I want to say that there are 
some who look at this differently.  There are people who are convinced 
that God’s call for what scripture calls tithe is a matter of Old 
Testament Law and that tithing, insisting on tithe, is not appropriate 
under grace, and they may be correct.  Yet it seems strange to me that 
God’s standard of his minimum part of 10% isn’t something we would 
ever wish to do less than as recipients of his grace.  Certainly with even 
the most rudimentary understanding of Grace, of what Jesus has done, 
is doing and will bring to completion in us, the idea of doing less than 
tithe seems a little dumbfounding.   
 
We must realize that Paul’s generosity rule is an after tithe principle.  
 
I want to illustrate but I need someone who could use an extra $40 or 
$50 bucks. Is there anyone who could use some extra cash who would 
be willing to help me with this illustration? 
 
Tell you what I’m going to do.  First I want to tell you that whatever I 
give you is a gift to you.  So you’ll remember that what I’m about to 
give you, you didn’t really earn.  It is an increase to what you already 
have. And as a reminder to understand how great the gift is I’m going 
to just arbitrarily tell you that 10% of what I’m giving you is mine and 
I’d like you to return it to me.  Are  you up for this plan?  (Get 
response) 
Count out $50.  So how much of that would be 10%?  $5.00 I’d like 
that back.  Any hard feelings?  Any questions?   I have one question for 
you now that we’ve completed this. Who was generous you or me?  
 



4	
	
Thank you.  
 
Scripture teaches that to not return to God his 10% of our increase is to 
rob God.   
 
If a burglar came and stole your stuff and then returned your stuff to 
you has the burglar been generous with you?  NO!  It’s your stuff.  And 
when we return to God 10% of our increase we haven’t yet been 
generous we’ve just not stolen.  
 
So when Paul says, “give according to what you have,” what you have 
to use and manage and budget with is the 90% of your increase, your 
income, not what you don’t have which would be 100% of your 
increase.  100% isn’t yours to manage because 10% is claimed by  God 
as his and to keep it from him is to steal from  God! 
 
The idea that we give from what we have, the generosity rule, has  
unfortunately too often down through church history simply been 
forgotten.  
 
There have been many churches, especially when it comes time for 
some capital fund raising campaign to build a new facility, who have 
wanted to spread the load to everyone equally to all the members, 
instead of taking into consideration what each one has.  
 
They’ve used an elementary formula: Cost of Project divided by 
Number of Members equals each member’s goal. 
 
It seems egalitarian. It feigns fairness.  But only if we ignore the 
generosity rule.  
 
Mel Rees was sitting in a man’s house one day discussing a church 
building program. He observed that the two cars in the garage, the 
home itself, the furniture and décor all gave the indication of affluence. 
The  host said to Rees: “We wouldn’t be having trouble with our 
building program if everyone had done their part.”  Rees asked, “Well 
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how much is this part?” and the man answered, almost dismissively, 
“Fifteen hundred dollars.” 
 
An hour or so later he was in another home. Here the car in the 
driveway, the home itself, the furniture and décor all said that keeping 
the bills paid was a constant struggle.  The man who lived there was a 
member of the same church as the other fellow. This guy said to Rees, 
“We wouldn’t be having trouble with our building program if everyone 
had done their part—but I couldn’t do mine.  I have a boy in college, a 
girl in the academy, and two youngsters in grade school—I just 
couldn’t make it.” 
 
And Rees inquired,“How much was your part?”. “Fifteen hundred 
dollars,” he replied. “I was only able to give about six hundred.  I feel 
guilty, but that was the best I could do.” 
 
The Generosity Rule is about proportional giving we give whatever we 
can from what we have. 
 
This wasn’t a new thing Paul thought up. Way back in Deuteronomy 
16:17 the principle was laid down. That verse sounds a lot like Paul: 
“Everyone must give as they are able, according to the blessings given 
to them by the Lord your God.” 
 
So I want to throw a little light on our whining about our incomes.  We 
all are sold a bill of goods that we need much more than we do.  And 
we may even fall prey to thinking some our wants are actually needs! 
And most are sure they don’t quite have enough. 
 
In 2015 the United States Poverty level for a 1 person household was  
$11,770 per year which, if they were working full time, would mean 
making $6.13 per hour.  
 
But at that poverty rate, that income is greater than 6.6 billion of the 
world’s 7.5 billion people. 
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Let’s get a little more realistic for our congregation.  The average 
income in Orlando in 2014 was $53,657 which translates to around $25 
per hour.  This puts you in the top 0.26% income earners in the world. 
It means that of the 7.5 billion people on the planet your income 
exceeds 7.484,571,300. 
 
Only about 10% of the world population owns a car.   
 
We hear that people in some of those poor places in the world earn 
small wages, but we imagine things are cheaper there.  I don’t know 
about that. 
 
In Ghana the average worker is paid .53cents hour and a loaf of bread is 
.40 cents. Based on the average Orlando income of about $25 per hour 
that would mean a loaf of bread would be $18.75 if we kept the same 
ratios.  
 
You thirsty. It will take you about 1 min 17 seconds to earn enough for 
a cola. If the worker in Ghana fancies a cola, it will take 7 hours 12 min 
of labor to earn enough for one can of soda. 
 
You may not feel like it because of societal comparisons, because the 
advertising media constantly is reminding you of what you don’t have 
and what you “need,” but we are people who have a bunch. 
 
In Luke 11:48 Jesus is talking specifically about knowledge and 
understanding but it can also be applied to other resources such as 
economics.  He said, “Much is required from those to whom much is 
given, and much more is required from those to whom much more is 
given.” 
 
One word of caution, don’t look around at what others are doing! Don’t 
start judging others. We don’t know circumstances. We don’t know 
about job loss, or sickness, or major family crisis need that may affect 
short term giving.  Let’s be generous with one another on our 
generosity journey. 
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We can become more generous.  But Paul also warns us is this passage 
on the Generosity Rule, to not over do it. 
 
We fixate on the size of gifts, and really a huge gift may be smaller 
than a tiny gift if we base it on the generosity rule.  
But even beyond the size of the gift or its ratio to what we have left 
afterwards, one of the things God is hoping for is a generous heart. 
 
Vs. 12 said If you are really eager to give the amount isn’t so 
important. “God wants you to give what you have not what you don’t 
have. 
 
Next comes the warning to not overdo it: vs. 13 “Of course, I don’t 
mean you should give so much that you suffer from having too little.” 
 
Part of the application of the generosity rule to give according to what 
you have, is that you don’t neglect your familial duties, you don’t 
create suffering on the home front. 
 
Paul is hoping to spark a sense of sharing. Sometimes I’ll have an 
abundance and can share with you and at other times I may have a need 
and you have abundance to share with me.  And if we share from what 
we have, and we develop this sharing habit, everyone’s needs will be 
met. 
 
I remember a song from the youngest classes in our church that 
attempts to lay down this track in young children.  Maybe you 
remember the song.  They would distributed two dolls, two toys, two 
items  to half the kids and sing.  I have two dollies and I am glad you 
have no dollies and that so sad.   I’ll share my dollies cause  I love you, 
and that’s what Jesus wants me to do. 
 
Jesus has been generous with us.  He shared what he had, himself.  He 
laid down his life.  He opened heaven’s door.  He reconciled all things 
to himself.  He brought us back to God as friends. 
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Every day he pours blessings into our lives. We are created by him and 
he sustains our lives every moment. His generosity towards us is 
amazing.  And in Steps to Christ it says there’s only one way to grow in 
his grace…by engaging, to the extent of our ability, according to what 
we have not what we don’t have, in helping and blessing those who 
need the help we can give them.” 
 
We will grow as we live the generosity rule and give according to what 
we have.  And in giving, extending help and grace and blessing to 
others we will grow.   
 
Andy Stanley says it so well: 
 
“No matter how rich or poor you might feel, right now is the time to be 
generous.”  So give from what you have with a heart that is eager to 
share. 
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