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January 21, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
2 Corinthians 8:16-9:8 Generosity Follow Through by Andy McDonald 
 
We can’t begin this third in a series on Generosity without celebrating 
the generosity that occurred in response to Krizia’s appeal last week for 
a facility that will store clothing and provide space to have a boutique 
for a population of young people from the foster system.  Several 
members chose to be generous with this project and more than $30,000 
came in for this project!! 
 
We began our journey into generosity the first week considering the 
heart of generosity.  We learned that we can have generous hearts 
because we worship the God who is enough, the God who has been 
generous with us and who now invites us to join him in being generous. 
 
Last week we discovered that we are to give from what we have not 
what we don’t have and to not be so generous as to cause suffering in 
the lives of those for whom we are responsible.  There are limits. That 
when we return to God his 10% of our increase we haven’t yet been 
generous we just aren’t thieves. Generosity is about how we manage 
what God clearly says is ours to manage. 
 
Today the message is Generosity Follow Through and it comes from 2 
Corinthians 8:16-9:8 
 
Who here today has some unfinished project?  Something you started 
but have yet to bring to completion?  
 
I wish I only had one! It can be anything from getting your family 
photos in order, to redoing your home.  
It may be as simple as a puzzle you started and haven’t completed, or 
as complex as some invention with which you’ve been tinkering. 
Maybe you fancied yourself as a writer and that book has part of the 
first chapter or two written and now it’s stalled.  
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During the most recent recession back in 2008-2009 we saw pictures 
like this of unfinished subdivision as home building screeched to a halt 
leaving some homes unfinished.  
 
Restoring that old car seemed so simple when you bought it.  You’ve 
made some progress but it just won’t seem to finish itself, it seems like 
it won’t ever get finished. 
 
Maybe you fell in love with the idea of building a boat. But now years 
later it’s still a long way from sea worthiness.  
 
Who hasn’t started a garden only to let the grass creep in and reclaim 
the space! 
 
It is easy to have an idea, even a great idea, and maybe jump in for an 
enthusiastic start but never see that idea get finished.  
 
Hopefully none of our unfinished projects are as publically humbling as 
this Orlando landmark.  Of course we aren’t the only ones with strange 
unfinished projects.  
 
You can go on the internet and search for unfinished bridges and there 
are many of them all over the world here are three.  This last one is the 
famous one in Alaska the $320 million dollars of tax money to create 
bridge to no where. 
 
Early in this section of Paul’s letter to the Corinthian Christians calling 
them to generosity, is the reference for them to complete what they 
started.  It wasn’t sufficient to have good idea to help the Church back 
in Jerusalem.  He says it pretty straight forwardly in chapter 8:10 “I 
suggest that you finish what you started a year ago.”  
 
Paul calls for finishing up their generous plan and he offers them 
several pieces of motivation. 
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The poorer churches of northern Macedonia, even amid hardship and 
poverty have insisted in contributing to the gift, and it’s like Paul is 
saying, “If those poor churches under great hardship can participate in 
the gift, well then you more affluent church at Corinth can certainly 
pick back up and finish your plan of support. 
 
He plays the Jesus card on them.  He writes, “You know how full of 
love and kindness our Lord Jesus Christ was. Though he was very rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could 
make you rich.  
 
He reminds them he isn’t expecting something from nothing. He tells 
them to give from what they have  and not so much that they suffer 
from having too little.  
 
He points out the equality that when one group is blessed they can 
assist others in need and when the table is turned and they suffer a need 
then the others can help them.  
 
Now Paul explains that they want to receive and handle the 
Corinthian’s generosity with all due diligence. Titus and two others are 
being sent to pick up their gift so that, “by traveling together we will 
guard against any suspicion, for we are anxious that no one should find 
fault with the way we are handling this generous gift.” 
 
Paul claims all three of these men to be stellar examples of those who 
bring glory to Christ, with the implication that therefore you can be 
assured your gift will be properly accounted for, and protected from 
some intrusion or embezzling. 
 
One of the motivations that Paul is subtly using to call the Corinthians 
to generosity is that they should not be blindly generous, but ensure to 
the best of their ability, that what they give will do the good they 
intend. 
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I want to interject a word here about how your generous gifts are 
handled here at the Hospital Church.  We are zealous about following 
your intent.  We encourage generosity with what we call the Local 
Church Budget.  This is like our congregation’s “general fund” which 
allows us to create budgets for all the departments and ministries of our 
church. When any of us here present a gift for some particular ministry, 
even when the general fund is low, we place the gift where it is 
designated.  There have been people who were generous with a 
particular ministry, and that ministry here ended, and we have gone 
back to donors and asked for their input on where those funds should be 
redirected. We have an excellent treasurer and we have audits 
conducted on a scheduled basis. 
 
When we partner with other organizations in our community we check 
them out to make sure there is good financial oversight. 
 
Back to our text. Paul explains that Titus and the other two are coming 
to make sure the promised gift from the church in Corinth is ready. 
 
And then Paul explains another generosity principle.  He writes, “But I 
want it (your generous gift) to be a willing gift, not one given under 
pressure.” True generosity can’t really be the generosity intended if one 
is pressured into being generous.  Any “pressure” we feel should be 
from our own heart, touched by the Holy Spirit, and not from external 
forces.   
 
We don’t develop generosity by twisting people’s arms to be generous. 
  We don’t’ develop the grace of giving the spirit of generosity by  
    applying the pressure of guilt.  
        Paul says the other churches in Macedonia were encouraged in 
their generosity by hearing what Corinth intended to do, but this was 
story of encouragement rather than peer pressure. 
 
True generosity is willingly expressed and not from any generosity 
pressure tactics. 
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A word of caution might be well here. Be careful what you say you will 
do. Be careful in naming your level of generosity.  Because when it 
comes time to make good on the promise you want it to remain a 
cheerful gift. 
 
The next few verses can sound a little like tit for tat.  Like if I’m 
generous then I can sort of demand that God be generous with me.  
Vs 6  “Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a 
small crop.  But the one who plants generously will get a generous 
crop.” 
 
This could sound like what I call transactional generosity, which really 
isn’t generosity, but simply selfishness disguised as generosity.   When 
we are generous in order to get something, money or a blessing, or 
favor recognize that you are just transacting business for your own gain 
and no matter how you dress that up, in the end it isn’t being generous 
but manipulative and selfish. 
 
Vs 7 says  “You must each make up your own mind as to h ow much 
you should give.  Don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  For 
God loves the person who gives cheerfully. Vs 8 And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 
 
Some have warped the scriptures into a “Name it and Claim it” kind of 
operation. That we can hold God’s feet to the fire and demand his 
blessing.  He has promised to be generous with us and unfortunately 
some have pushed these texts to mean that God must bless me with 
riches today.  Often called the Prosperity Gospel.  John Piper suggests 
that it runs a continuum from the most radical form to a more soft or 
subtle form.  
 
At the most radical end of that continuum is the idea, “God wants you 
to be rich” and that we should partner with God to pursue riches.” 
Justifications will be statements like, After all you can’t do much 
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without money. God intends only the best for his kids and that includes 
the best cars, houses, boats, vacation homes, etc.  
 
On the more soft end of the prosperity gospel continuum would be the 
minimizing of sin, minimize pain, and only talk about how well things 
will go for you if you follow Christ. 
 
Joel Osteen says, “God wants us to prosper financially to have plenty of 
money, to fulfill the destiny He has laid out for us.” 
 
Who doesn’t like the sound of that!   But in John 16:33 Jesus said, “I 
have told you all this so that you may have peace in me.  Here on earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows but take heart I have overcome 
the world.” 
 
The idea that God owes me financial blessings and that if I have 
enough faith I will be healed, and that if my check isn’t big enough to 
cover my bills, if my health is diminished that it is because my faith 
isn’t big enough is both a hopeless plight for us as humans and a 
damnable understanding of God.  
 
Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:6 and following these words. “But godliness 
with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we 
will be content with that.  People who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money (craving money), 
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.” 
 
This very thing that causes suicidal griefs piercing themselves with 
many griefs, is cultivated and encouraged by the preaching of another 
gospel than the true gospel, the so called prosperity gospel.  
 
In this world you will have trials and sorrows.   
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Part of the problem with prosperity gospel is an over realized 
eschatology.   The Bible talks of good days and great prosperity.  That 
God’s followers will judge angels and rule the earth. A day is coming 
when we will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  And build homes and 
inhabit them. Isaiah writes about this and lions laying down with 
lambs. John the revelator writes, Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘Now the dwelling of God is with men.  And he will live with them.  
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God. He will wipe every tear form their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.”  
 
We live currently in a time when the old order hasn’t yet passed away. 
There is sorrow, there is pain, there are tears.  And our expectation isn’t 
that we can escape that as of yet.  But we take heart because Jesus has 
overcome the world.  
 
Our God is able to make all grace abound to us so that in all things at 
all times, having all that we need we can abound in the work of 
generosity. 
 
When you feel prompted to be generous, think it through, consider how 
you can be generous without suffering, make a decision and finish what 
you started, bring your gift of generosity to completion, because God 
loves a cheerful generous giver. 
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