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January 28, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
1 Chronicles 14 &15; Mark 10:35-45  From the Heart: Service by  
Greg Creek, Andy McDonald, with interviews of Angelica, Luke, and 
Amber  
  
Andy 
In 2014-2015 we did our first, what I’d call, extended series.  It was 
called 12 Months to Grow and once a month we worked through the 12 
classical Spiritual Disciplines of the Christian life.  
 
This was well received so in 2015-2016 we did a series on Creation 
Health presenting one of the eight principles of health each month for 8 
months. 
 
We believed these topics, spread out over time might provide the best 
learnings for us as a church family. 
 
Greg 
D6 is a movement intentional about empowering parents, homes, 
marriages, leaders, and churches to live out the story of Deuteronomy 
6. This Scripture paints a beautiful picture for the family and of God’s 
heart for discipleship at home... D6 provides resources to align the 
church and home to accomplish God’s design of generational 
discipleship.” (From D6 Website) 
  
Andy had encouraged me to attend and it only took 4 years of trying to 
work out schedules to go. The great thing is that Andy came with me in 
2015 and in 2016 we took a team of 6. We walked away from the 
conference feeling the incredible need of family ministry and wanted to 
do a series. As Andy and I worked to plan this series we recognized 
that it wasn’t really a family series we wanted to do, but a series for the 
entire church about the importance of family and how family intersects 
at every avenue of life, whether you’re single, married, empty nest, 
divorced, one kid, 10 kids, no kids or a kid yourself.   
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Andy 
So our sermon planning team discussed this and then Greg and I sat 
down and created a list of 12 subject, topics, issues that weigh on our 
heart and so the list you have in your hand are 12  things from the heart 
of your pastors that we will visit through this year.  
 
Greg  Mission  
The mission of Florida Hospital Church is loving people into a lifelong 
friendship with God. Our vision is that we will be a church without 
walls fully engaged in serving the people of our community. Andy 
often references a quote, Ministry of Healing page 143 “Christ’s 
method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour 
mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His 
sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. 
Then He bade them, ‘Follow me.’” 
  
Andy has impressed this passage on me not just by speaking it, but by 
living it. It’s something I feel this church embodies. It’s part of the 
reason I’m here. Service is something that is passionately on our heart, 
so much so that Andy and I are each going to preach a sermon about it 
today. We are also going to hear from a few individuals who are 
engaged in service in our community and the impact that it’s had in 
their life. 
 
Angelica 
Angelika Santaliz is the first person we’re going to hear from today. 
Unfortunately Angelika isn’t able to be here in person this weekend so 
we sat down to talk early this week and recorded our conversation. 
Angelika started a clothing boutique, Angie’s Forever Angels, at 
Orlando Children’s Church in the spring of 2015. She’s done 10 
boutique events with 200 kids cycling through each time. Angelika 
started with her own clothes, ran out, and started receiving donations 
from friends, family and this church to fill the incredible need she 
found. 
 
Video  
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Greg Homily 
 
King Asa was one of the few bright spots in the kings that ruled Israel 
and Judah. The majority of the kings did not follow God or, really, 
even live like decent humans. Some of them participated in some 
deplorable activities. So this handful of kings who managed to follow 
God throughout their reign were definitely being counter-cultural. 
There were just over 40 kings that ruled. Early on the kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel were combined, later, they split. And of those 40+ 
kings spread over three kingdoms only 7 followed God throughout their 
reigns. 
  
The kings of Judah before Asa “did evil” as the Bible says so Asa was 
inheriting a tradition and culture that hadn’t made a place for God. That 
is tough. Additionally, the sister kingdom of Israel had 7 kings during 
the reign of Asa that all “did evil.” From the outset of Asa’s reign, he 
was all in to follow God. 
  
1 Chronicles 14:1-5 
  
It’s tough to be counter cultural. We are in a me first society. Service 
requires you to deny yourself of some things and that’s not a popular 
message. Geico will save you money; this new car will give you the 
most comfortable, luxury laden ride; this and that will give you the best 
experience and so on and so on. Service, in whatever form that may 
come in, doesn’t bode well with our society. If the choices of getting a 
latte, going to a movie or playing Candy Crush are positioned against a 
service activity, society/culture says, spend the money or take the time 
for yourself. 
  
Here’s the thing, I feel this is a church full of Asa’s. I feel this is a 
gathering of people who do seek after God; who seek after making the 
world a better place. I know this because: 
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·      parents, you drive your kids here for service camp, to volunteer for 
VBS. 

·      Students—you come to service camp and volunteer for a variety of 
things 

·      young adults—you’ve helped run service camp, and you volunteer 
for these events 

·      this church at large—you volunteer for Do Something Sabbaths, 
Meet/Worship/Serve, Service Camps, Family Promise, VBS, and 
support all those ministries with your money in addition to your time. 

 As a group whose mission is to love people into a lifelong friendship 
with God, you are up against it. Mainstream culture does not believe 
the way to a successful life is through service. And yet, you serve and 
you give. Sometimes you may wonder if it’s worth it. The days are 
long. You may start to lose courage. Asa found himself wrestling with 
whether to continue or with how much vigor he should continue. 
  
1 Chronicles 15:1-8; 16-18 
  
From the sounds of it, Asa didn’t have much fight left in him. Do you 
have much fight left in you? Are you wrestling with whether to 
continue being counter cultural? Is service really worth it? How does it 
help you achieve the goals you have for your family? 
  
Diana Garland in her book, Inside Out Families reported on research 
that tracked how families’ engagement in service manifested in other 
areas. From the 7,000 people they interviewed they found that families 
who serve together also “pray, read their bibles, attend worship 
services, share their faith with others, promote justice, and give more 
financially than those not serving.” (Inside Out Families, p. 42). She 
sums it up saying, serving “is the most significant and powerful 
contributor to faith for teenage and adult Christians.” 
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I want to leave you with two things. 1-The research I just shared with 
you shows that engagement in service will bring about positive spiritual 
changes in the life of your family. This isn’t theory, conjecture, 
opinion, or hypothesis. This is fact. If you want to find God, serve. 2-- 
This is incredibly counter-cultural and you are up against it. It is a 
struggle to find time, to find energy, to find a place. In the pace and 
busyness of our lives we may feel like throwing in the towel when it 
comes to serving God. The words of Azariah the prophet have as much 
credence for us as they did for Asa. “Be strong and do not give up, your 
work will be rewarded.” 
  
Amber 
You may remember all the Operation Christmas Child boxes that were 
available in the Lobby this year, well that was because of Amber.  
Amber, how many boxes have you helped make happen since you got 
involved. 
Why did you initially get involve with Operation Christmas Child? 
Amber: Honestly, one of the biggest reasons I got involves was because 
I need community service hours. I had done it in grade school and liked 
it so I decided to try it again.  
 
Andy: Why did you stay involved? 
 
Amber:  I liked the impact it had on everyone.  I love creating the 
boxes and imagining what each child might enjoy as I did that aad I 
loved writing them letters and knowing I was making a difference in 
someone else’s life.  And in addition I wanted to encourage other 
people to experience the same joy that I had felt as well as just touch 
more lives. 
 
Andy: How has it changed you? 
 
Amber: I’d say that it gave me more confidence in putting myself out 
there, out of my comfort zone, and it increased my love for helping 
others.   
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Andy: Where has God been in this process? 
 
Amber: I think he was there the whole time guiding me, but I especially 
saw him in the members of the church who really put so much time and 
effort into the boxes and letters, and I know he blessed each one. 
 
Andy: Why would you suggest someone else get involved? 
 
Amber: It provides an opportunity to love someone else through 
creativity and bringing a major joy to their life that they will treasure 
forever.  You’d have a chance to show them God and his love and 
possibly open their hearts to him.  
 
Andy 
There’s a famous story of James and John wanting the most powerful 
two seats in Jesus’ coming kingdom. In Matthew’s recollection it was 
their mom who came and asked this for her sons while in Mark they 
ask for the seats next to Jesus.   
 
When we compare the stories of the women at the cross and some other 
passages it seems to be pretty clear that James and John’s mother was a 
sister to Mary the mother of Jesus making these two Jesus’ first 
cousins.   Maybe they were thinking that family should have some 
privilege! 
 
Bill Hybels reminds us that there are all kinds of people in our world: 
cat people and dog people, swimming pool and beach people. Morning 
people and night people. Coffee people and tea people. Yet with all the 
variety there is a strangely familiar thread that unites us, an interest we 
all share: self-interest. We live primarily in a me first world a me first 
culture. 
 
All around us and even within us we hear demands for individual 
rights. This is what I should have, or be allowed to do, this is my 
“right.” Forget making the world a better place.  
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We are too much a part of culture that has glorified power, promotion 
and privilege and what Jesus modeled and what Jesus calls us to is just 
the opposite of the “Me First”.  Throughout his ministry Jesus tried to 
teach his disciples that Me first isn’t the path to life.  It is a disease 
from hell deeply rooted in our human heart—it screams for its own 
way, it is selfish and prideful and Jesus knows it will destroy our lives. 
 
That’s why he calls us lay down our lives for others.  And he knows it 
is counter cultural.  
Mark 10:42-45 You know that in this world kings are tyrants, and 
officials lord it over the people beneath them.  But among you it should 
be quite different.  Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be the slave of all. For 
even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, 
and to give my life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Jesus knows that it is when we give away ourselves in love and service 
to God and others, it is then we discover JOY! 
 
You want to grow in grace? Author Ellen White writes that “Service to 
others” is the only way to have that happen.  
And the research  Greg quoted while ago says the same thing: 
“Serving is the most significant and powerful contribution to faith for 
the teenage and adult Christian.” 
 
This is what comes from our hearts as your pastors—you want to grow 
in faith, you want to strengthen your spiritual walk with Jesus—
SERVE! 
 
Luke 
 
Andy 
In the call to follow Christ, and then in the baptism itself, there is an 
implied and often overt calling to serve.  Jesus invites all of his 
followers to come and die to self and live for others.  Paul’s words are 
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for all followers when he said, “Be humble, thinking of others as better 
than yourself.” 
 
We are all called to service, no follower of Christ is exempt, and then 
by Holy Spirit gifting and calling some members of Christ’s body are 
designated to places of spiritual leadership, to serve the church body in 
a particular ministry, and there is a NT model that when the church 
recognizes this calling or designation that it celebrate this by what we 
call ordination, that we as a body acknowledge the call of God on the 
individual and the confirmation of the church body. 
 
This is, and should be a sober celebration, as we acknowledge God at 
work and that by this service we ordain for service not power, 
promotion, or privilege, but only greater service. So today we want to 
ordain Mollie Duper as a local elder of this church. 
 
Greg  
I first heard about Mollie Dupper from my wife, Gina. One of Gina’s 
co-workers was recently married and his wife was going to be moving 
to Orlando. She was interested in volunteering at a church and asked 
Gina if I had a need for volunteers in our high school ministry. Gina 
gave him my contact info and after they got back from their 
honeymoon she reached out and some of her first volunteer events were 
our service camps for middle school and high school. She had been 
teaching Bible at Collegedale Academy in Tennessee and had an 
incredible passion to help students encounter Jesus. Mollie now 
commits 10 hours a week to help run our high school ministry. I have 
experienced the call of Christ to serve both in her speech and in her 
actions and as a community, I wanted to recognize that and pray God’s 
blessing over her life and ministry. 
 
Andy  
Let’s pray.  Father, you have called us all. We each want to hear and 
respond to your call to service.  We want to be transformed more and 
more into the very image of Jesus and we recognize that you have 
provided a way, and while it involves prayer, and Bible study, and 
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group life, and worship with fellow believers, the reality is that those 
may accidentally even cause pride, so you have provided one way for 
us to grow in grace, by serving others. Father we want to follow Jesus 
and lay down our lives too, as ransom for many.   
 
Because of your gifts and your leading and your calling today we want 
to recognize and set aside Mollie as a local church elder to serve.  We 
have heard testimonies of how you have already used her ministry to 
enrich the lives our youth as she serves them.  So right now as we lay 
hands on Mollie; we ordain her to this role of service in the body of 
Christ.  May all who witness and experience her ministry of service be 
inspired to serve you in the people of our world. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen. 
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Looking	at	the	twelve	titles	in	this	series	“From	the	Heart”	which	
ones	resonate	with	you?	
	
What	about	Angelica’s	story	inspired	you	(Angelica	started	a	
clothing	ministry	for	underprivileged	children	at	Children’s	
Church)?	
	
How	does	Asa’s	story	in	1	Chronicles	14	&15	encourage	us	to	go	
counter	cultural	and	be	servants?	
	
How	did	Amber’s	story	about	Operation	Christmas	Child	
encourage	you	to	move	beyond	your	comfort	zone	and	serve?	
	
When	have	you	lobbied	for	power,	position,	or	privilege?	
	
What	is	the	hardest	part	of	believing	that	the	only	way	to	grow	in	
grace	is	through	serving	others?	
	
From	Luke’s	experience	how	do	you	think	serving	makes	us	want	
to	serve	more	and	how	might	it	be	contagious	to	others?	
	
How	is	ordination	(for	local	elders	or	pastors)	just	a	call	to	
expanded	service?	
	
Because	I	want	to	grow	in	grace	and	be	more	like	Jesus	this	week	I	
will	serve	others	by___________________________________	
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