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March 11, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Luke 11:33-36 No Dark Corners by Andy McDonald 
 
August 13, 2004 hurricane Charley slammed its way through Florida 
and here in Orlando we were very much it its path.  I remember the 
night it was to reach us.  It was our 26th wedding anniversary. One of 
our children was out of town the other at a friend’s home.  Vicki was 
sequestered at Florida Hospital Celebration where she worked at the 
time, and I was home alone. 
 
Something you may not know about me is that I’m a pretty optimistic 
person and one of the ways that plays out is that I’m a bit of 
minimalist!  Here’s this huge storm headed our way and like almost 
any other bad news I minimized it, how bad could it be. 
Early in the evening there were wind gusts. I watched the news in the 
comfort of lights and air conditioning, in my mind sort of confirming 
my minimizing! 
 
But I remember a moment of change.  It wasn’t so much when the 
winds picked up but really when we lost power.  It was much easier to 
be brave and minimize things in the light with air conditioning but now 
in the hot August night with wind’s howling and dark it was a different 
story. 
 
In those moments of life when we are “in the dark” physically or 
metaphorically we lose vision. Darkness is a kind of blindness. 
 
Many early mornings I walk our dogs around Lake Silver. There are 
sidewalks and streetlights, but in the predawn darkness there are darker 
sections.  Sometimes, if I get a late start while it is quite dark as I start 
by the time I’ve completed my 2.2 miles the sky will have lightened or 
maybe even the sun emerged from the horizon. 
 
Walking that circle in the dark it is a closed in and colorless world. 
Between street lights in those darker sections leaves aren’t darker and 
lighter grays, I can’t seek the color of paint on house, notice flower 
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beds, even a look up reveals a dark sky. But one day this week I was a 
little late and oh the wonderful coming of light.  As I started in the dark 
I didn’t notice the clouds, in the dark they were virtually invisible.  But 
as dawn approached they caught my eye. Each little puffy cloud subtle 
tone of gray and white in the dim light. Then moments later the pale 
blue between the clouds was illuminated.  Soon the eastern sky was 
peach, orange.  Before the sun would make the horizon the clouds 
above my head would catch those first rays of sun and the world 
became alive because of the light.   
 
John, in the early verses of his story of Jesus makes a bold exclusive 
and inclusive claim that Jesus is the one who is the true light, who 
gives light to everyone. 
 
It is John who records Jesus telling the people, “I am the light of the 
world.  If you follow me, you won’t be stumbling through the darkness, 
because you will have the light that leads to life.” John 8:12 
 
This week I read about a group of friends who routinely engage in 
some kind of adventure, everything from skydiving to rafting rapids, 
rappelling off cliffs to bungee jumping. On one of their adventures they 
decided to go caving.  They had a professional guide, made 
arrangements with some local farmers who owned the land where the 
entrances to the caves were located and they made a journey nearly a  
half mile or so down under ground.  At the turn around the guide had 
them turn out their headlamps so they could experience the utter 
darkness of the cave. 20 seconds was more than enough time for most 
of the party.  As they made their way back up towards the entrance first 
one and then another of their head lamps failed.  The guide assured 
them there were no worries he had an oil lamp that would burn more 
than long enough. But soon there was the guide’s lamp and a few with 
headlamps but only a few people back in line and it became 
increasingly dark until one of the guys with a remaining headlamp 
turned it around so it shot a beam of precious light back for the guys 
behind. Upon exit of the cave several were sure that wasn’t happening 
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again for them.  The sheer terror of imagining themselves trapped in 
darkness. 
 
In our text for today Jesus teaches about light. But just before these 
words of Jesus he was presenting a teaching that might give us a clue to 
understanding the meaning of his words.  
 
He has told the people that the times are evil and the people of this evil 
generation keep asking for a miraculous sign and he cryptically tells 
them that what happens to him will be a sign that God has sent him.  
 
He then talks about how the queen of Sheba will rise up to testify 
against their generation because she came from a distant land to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon, and the people of Nineveh, will rise up against 
this generation on judgment day and condemn it because they repented 
when Jonah preached and now someone wiser than Solomon, someone 
greater than Jonah is present and they still refuse to listen or repent. 
 
Jesus now uses the three verses that are our focus today, to address the 
question: Can we see Jesus presence and teaching as magnificent and 
compelling as it is?  Can he become the light and joy of our lives? 
 
We are so familiar with Jesus words early in the sermon on the mount 
that they distract us when we read this passage.  There are some shared 
words but a different usage. 
 
Jesus said: “No one lights a lamp and then hides it or puts it under a 
basket. You don’t get the light so you can hide it. Instead, the light is 
put on a lampstand to give light to all who enter the room.” 
 
There’s a rebuke in these words.  Jesus, in this light metaphor is saying 
in another way,  someone greater than Solomon, greater than Jonah  is 
here.  In John 8:12 Jesus will boldly say, “I am the light of the world.” 
 
Remember John opened his gospel calling Jesus the true light that gives 
light to everyone! 
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Don’t hide the light.  Jesus is saying quit looking for a sign and see me, 
I am the light of the world! 
 
He continues: 
“Your eye, the organ of sight, is a lamp for your body. John Piper 
writes, “I take this to mean that the way the lamp of Jesus becomes a 
lamp for you is that you see it for what it really is.  Your eye becomes 
the lamp of your whole body when you see the lamp of his greatness in 
the world.” 
 
This interpretation would fit the context.  
 
Jesus says, “A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul.  But an evil eye 
shuts out he light and plunges you into darkness.” 
 
The world translated pure can also be translated good, sincere, without 
guile, whole. 
 
A healthy eye lets light into the whole body and it becomes filled with 
light.  This light is characterized by being light emitting.  
 
In contrast an evil, bad, wicked eye, Jesus says shuts out the light and 
plunges you into darkness.  
 
Jesus is contrasting living in the light and living in the dark.  It is an 
illustration with which we can all identify.  
 
The path to our child’s room or from our bed to the bathroom is no 
great mystery.  We know the way. We could cover that path with our 
eye’s closed.  Then why is it that when we awake in the middle of the 
night to go to the bathroom or to check on a child that we trip over 
some simple object which could be easily avoided in the light?  Why 
the pain of stepping barefoot on that Lego block?  
 
It happens because darkness blinds, paralyzes, removes color, it 
cripples our progress. 
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Darkness shuts us down and light opens our options. 
 
Now Jesus says the phrase that when I was reading through Luke drew 
me to this text for preaching.  
 
“Make sure that the light you think you have is not really darkness.” 
 
Some translations put it this way, “Be careful that the light you think 
you have is not really darkness.”   
 
The word translated “Make sure” or “be careful” really means: Notice, 
look out for, be vigilant, be aware, contemplate, examine, inspect.” 
 
How could this happen?  How could we imagine ourselves to be “in the 
light” and really be “in the dark?” It seems that the contrast between 
light and dark should be so obvious that no one would ever think they 
had light but it really be darkness. 
 
But it isn’t really that hard.  There are plenty of bright, attractive, 
compelling objects, people, philosophies, positions that can captivate 
our attention, but if it is not Christ, no matter how bright something 
might seem in this moment of life, if we pursue it as the light it will 
turn out to be darkness.   
 
In the depths of a deep cave one little candle dispels the darkness. That 
flame is bright.  Almost blinding in contrast to the darkness.  In can 
illuminate.  But if you take that same candle and light it on a bright 
sunfilled day that which seemed like true light now only casts a shadow 
in the light of the sun.  And Jesus is saying something like that about 
himself. Whatever you pursue as light when placed next to him may 
only be darkness. 
 
There may be beliefs we hold and are sure they are light but without an 
anchor in Jesus Christ, without pointing to how to follow him, what 
seems like light may be darkness. 
 



6	
	
Isaiah wrote, “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put 
darkness for light and light for darkness.” 
 
Listen, anytime we put anything, even good things, ahead of Jesus what 
we believe to be light is turning to darkness.  
 
Jesus concludes this passage with vs 36 If you are filled with light, with 
no dark corners, then your whole life will be radiant, as though a 
floodlight is shining on you.”  
 
No dark corners.  That’s a pretty big expectation. But it is real. To live 
a radiant life is to have no dark corners.   
 
Jesus’ words are sobering.  They remind me of the importance of 
audits. An audit is to inspect, examine, scrutinize, check, probe and 
analyze to make sure that things are in order done properly. It is really 
about making sure there are no dark corners in the accounting. 
 
So what about spiritual audits.  A light and dark audit.  
 
This may be exactly what Jesus is calling for.  “Make sure that the light 
you think you have is not really darkness.”  
Remember make sure is be careful, notice, be vigilant, aware, examine, 
inspect. 
 
So what if e just checked our attention gages?  What “light” has 
wiggled its way into our lives to replace the light of Christ’s glory? 
 
It may be sinful, or maybe even more likely for church folks, it may be 
something good but not ultimate that is crowding out Jesus, and in that 
case even good stuff can be darkness.  
 
Maybe a love audit might tell us something about light and dark in our 
lives.  John sure believed this 
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1 John 2:9-11  If anyone sys ‘I am living in the light,’ but hates a 
Christian brother or sister, that person is still living in darkness.  
Anyone who loves other Christians is living in the light and does not 
cause anyone to stumble.  Anyone who hates a Christian brother or 
sister is living and walking in the darkn3sss. Such a person is lost 
having been blinded by the darkness.” 
 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.  God wishes to be 
known.  He invites us into the light.  Part of the journey of salvation is 
to move from where our hearts are full of darkness to where they are 
full of light and that light of Jesus within produces only what is good 
and right and true. 
 
I have good news.  God has sent the Holy Spirit to convict and convert 
and to draw us to himself. If we won’t get in the way, the spirit’s work 
in us will draw us like a moth to the light.  He, by his grace, shines his 
light into every corner or our lives that we might see what needs to be 
confessed and repented.   
 
So come to Jesus invite him to light up your life and may we always be 
willing to examine to make sure what we claim as light isn’t really 
darkness, let every dark corner be exposed to the light that we might 
then be what Jesus said we are because the one who is the light who 
lights every one lives in us then YOU are the light of the world. 



	 																					 	 																					 	
	

	

	 																										 	 																										 	
	
                                   Join the conversation at @FloridaHC #fhcTAKEAWAY                                    Join the conversation at @FloridaHC #fhcTAKEAWAY 
                                     Sermon archives are available at hospitalchurch.org.                                   Sermon archives are available at hospitalchurch.org.	

When	was	a	time	you	were	“afraid”	of	the	dark?	
	
What	do	you	think	of	Jesus	illustration	that	no	one	lights	a	lamp	
and	then	hides	it?	
	
How	would	you	imagine	to	define	a	good	eye	that	lets	in	light	and	
a	bad	or	evil	eye	that	shuts	out	light?	
	
Are	you	more	tempted	by	actual	darkness	or	some	lesser	light	
that	eclipses	the	true	light?	
	
How	can	you	“make	sure	that	the	light	you	think	you	have	is	not	
really	darkness?”?	
	
When	was	a	time	when	you	thought	you	had	the	light	about	
something	only	to	discover	it	was	actually	darkness?	
	
God	is	light.		Jesus	is	the	light	of	the	world.	How	does	this	turn	
into	light	in	our	lives?	
	
What	audit	do	you	need	to	make	sure	there	are	no	dark	corners?	
	
How	will	you	“let	your	light	shine”	this	week?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	being	the	light	of	the	world?	
	

When	was	a	time	you	were	“afraid”	of	the	dark?	
	
What	do	you	think	of	Jesus	illustration	that	no	one	lights	a	lamp	
and	then	hides	it?	
	
How	would	you	imagine	to	define	a	good	eye	that	lets	in	light	and	
a	bad	or	evil	eye	that	shuts	out	light?	
	
Are	you	more	tempted	by	actual	darkness	or	some	lesser	light	
that	eclipses	the	true	light?	
	
How	can	you	“make	sure	that	the	light	you	think	you	have	is	not	
really	darkness?”?	
	
When	was	a	time	when	you	thought	you	had	the	light	about	
something	only	to	discover	it	was	actually	darkness?	
	
God	is	light.		Jesus	is	the	light	of	the	world.	How	does	this	turn	
into	light	in	our	lives?	
	
What	audit	do	you	need	to	make	sure	there	are	no	dark	corners?	
	
How	will	you	“let	your	light	shine”	this	week?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	being	the	light	of	the	world?	
	


