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ILLUS	--	Two	hands:	Bible	and	cigarettes.	
ILLUS	--	Consideration	of	three	scenarios.	

• Son	travels	international	-	marry	-	Hindu	she	is	-	
would	you	support?	You	aren’t	excited.??	

• Grandaughter	from	bartending	school	-	new	pub,	
celebrate	with	me.??	

• Brother	-	Vegas,	job	opportunities,	wants	advice.	
Gambling	not	good	for	you.	What	do	you	do?	
	
Issues	we	care	about	AND	relationship	
How	do	we	maintain	a	sense	of	absolute	truth,	of	
unbending	allegiance,	timeless,	never	change,	how	do	
we	hold	on,	without	letting	go	of	people?	
How	is	it	that	we	hold	on	to	people	without	letting	go	
of	timeless,	absolute	truth?	
	
No	unique	to	our	time	and	place.	Every	generation	
has	faced	this.	Every	geography	has	faced	this.	We	
face	this	also	in	our	families,	friends,	and	in	the	
church.	How	is	it	as	a	church,	that	we	hold	fast	to	the	
clear	word	of	god	and	yet	hold	onto	people?	Law	and	
people,	people	and	law?	
	
To	this	provocative	question	we	turn	to	1	Sam	8.	
Discover	that	Children	of	I,	Children	of	God,	have	a	
request,	beginning		in	v.	5.	



	 2	

	
1	Samuel	8:5,	19,	20	
5		[N]ow	appoint	a	king	to	lead	us,	such	as	all	
the	other	nations	have.”	…	
19		“We	want	a	king	over	us.	20	Then	we	will	be	
like	all	the	other	nations,	with	a	king	to	lead	
us	and	to	go	out	before	us	and	fight	our	
battles.”	
	
They	want	to	be	like	everybody	else	and	so	
our	attention	turns	to	the	YHWH,	the	reponse	
of	God.	
	
God	says	to	Sam:	
	
1	Samuel	8:7-8	
7	[It]	is	not	you	they	have	rejected,	but	they	
have	rejected	me	as	their	king.	8	As	they	have	
done	from	the	day	I	brought	them	up	out	of	
Egypt	until	this	day,	forsaking	me	and	serving	
other	gods,	so	they	are	doing	to	you.		
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This	is	idolatry.	God	is	against	it.	
	
Continues…	
	
1	Samuel	10:18-19;	1	Samuel	12:12	
	
17		“This	is	what	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel,	
says:	‘I	brought	Israel	up	out	of	Egypt,	and	I	
delivered	you	from	the	power	of	Egypt	and	all	
the	kingdoms	that	oppressed	you.’	19	But	you	
have	now	rejected	your	God,	who	saves	you	
out	of	all	your	disasters	and	calamities.	And	
you	have	said,	‘No,	appoint	a	king	over	us.’		…	
12	“But	when	you	saw	that	Nahash	king	of	the	
Ammonites	was	moving	against	you,	you	said	
to	me,	‘No,	we	want	a	king	to	rule	over	us’—
even	though	the	LORD	your	God	was	your	
king.	
	
God’s	response:	This	is	wrong.	It	is	sin.	You	
are	cheateing	on	me.	Unequivacle.	Then	God	
articules	conseqeucnes	of	this	choice.	
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1	Samuel	8:10-17	
10	Samuel	told	all	the	words	of	the	LORD	to	the	
people	who	were	asking	him	for	a	king.11	He	
said,	“This	is	what	the	king	who	will	reign	
over	you	will	claim	as	his	rights:	He	will	
take	your	sons	and	make	them	serve	with	his	
chariots	and	horses,	and	they	will	run	in	front	
of	his	chariots.	12	Some	he	will	assign	to	be	
commanders	of	thousands	and	commanders	
of	fifties,	and	others	to	plow	his	ground	and	
reap	his	harvest,	and	still	others	to	make	
weapons	of	war	and	equipment	for	his	
chariots.	13	He	will	take	your	daughters	to	be	
perfumers	and	cooks	and	bakers.	14	He	will	
take	the	best	of	your	fields	and	vineyards	and	
olive	groves	and	give	them	to	his	
attendants.	15	He	will	take	a	tenth	of	your	
grain	and	of	your	vintage	and	give	it	to	his	
officials	and	attendants.	16	Your	male	and	
female	servants	and	the	best	of	your	
cattle[c]	and	donkeys	he	will	take	for	his	own	
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use.	17	He	will	take	a	tenth	of	your	flocks,	and	
you	yourselves	will	become	his	slaves.		
	
The	OT	Walter	Bruggemann	notes:	this	new	
kingdom	fo	slavery	is	a	cpmlete	reversal	of	all	
the	work	that	God	is	redeeming	the	work	that	
God	did	in	Egypt.	Not	more	freedom,	
emancipation.	
In	fact	we	discover	this	request	of	God’s	
children	is	a	direct	violation	of	
commandment	number	one.	
	
Exodus	20:2-3	
“I	am	the	LORD	your	God,	who	brought	you	
out	of	Egypt,	out	of	the	land	of	slavery.	
	You	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	me.”	
	
The	people	want	a	king,	they	want	to	be	like	
everyone	else.	God’s	response:	this	is	wrong,	
breaking	commandment,	cheating	on	me,	and	
there	are	horrible	consequences.	God	stands	
his	ground.	He	speaks	absolutey	truth	.Sin	by	
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its	right	name	and	articulates	conseqnces.	
God	doesn’t	budge.	
It	seems	to	me	we	live	in	a	time	when	church	
is	having	a	hard	time	standing	it’s	grounds.	
We	are	back	in	our	heals.	Right	and	wrong,	
absoutley	turht,	we	are	not	with	the	times	if	
we	say	antying	is	true	and	false.	We	are	
having	a	hard	time.	
	
In	fact	I	was	driving….caught	my	eye….	
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What	is	this	saying?	Having	a	hard	time	
standing	ground?	WE	are	a	church	that	
stands	for	something.	
	
100	years	movement	called	fundamentalism.	
A	reaction	to	things	changing	about	belief	and	
behvario.	Much	I	disagree	with,	But	core	
instinct,	that	some	thigns	ought	never	change,	
I	resonate	with.	In	fact,	I	came	the	the	
conclusion	that	I	am	a	fundmantmatlist.	NBA.	
Tim	Duncan.	Shaq.	“The	Big	Fundamental”	
This	is	a	fundamentally	found	basketball	
player	-	feet,	arms	shoulderns	arms	shoots	
passes,	TD	is	the	big	fundamental.		
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My	confessionl	I	believe	that	JC	is	the	big	
fundamental.	I	believe	that	everything	he	did,	
how	he	carried	himself,	what	he	said	about	
life,	world,	community,	everything,	he	is	way,	
truth,	life,	never	improvement…	my	
confession,	I	am	a	fundy,	Jesus	Christ	is	
unchanging	rock	of	revelation.	He	is	the	Big	
Fundy.	
	
And	so	the	people	come	to	God.	God’s	
response?	Horrible	idea,	cheating,	breaking,	
god	stands	his	ground.	
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BUT……..	that’s	not	all	there	is	to	the	story….		
	
1	Samuel	8:6,	7,	9;	8:21-22	
	
6	But	when	they	said,	“Give	us	a	king	to	lead	
us,”	this	displeased	Samuel;	so	he	prayed	to	
the	LORD.	7	And	the	LORD	told	him:	“Listen	to	
all	that	the	people	are	saying	to	you;	….	9	Now	
listen	to	them;	…..	21	When	Samuel	heard	all	
that	the	people	said,	he	repeated	it	before	
the	LORD.	22	The	LORD	answered,	“Listen	to	
them	and	give	them	a	king.”	
	
God	says	THIS	IS	WRONG	but	he	doesn’t	
prevent	it.	
Goes	beyond	human	freewill.	We	discover	
that	God	participates	in	this	act,	which	is	
abjors.	nocie	
	
1	Samuel	9:16-17;	1	Samuel	10:1;1	Samuel	
11:15	
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16	“About	this	time	tomorrow	I	will	send	you	a	
man	from	the	land	of	Benjamin.	Anoint	him	
ruler	over	my	people	Israel;	he	will	
deliver	them	from	the	hand	of	the	
Philistines.	I	have	looked	on	my	people,	for	
their	cry	has	reached	me.	17	When	Samuel	
caught	sight	of	Saul,	the	LORD	said	to	him,	
“This	is	the	man	I	spoke	to	you	about;	he	will	
govern	my	people.”…	When	Samuel	took	a	
flask	of	olive	oil	and	poured	it	on	Saul’s	head	
and	kissed	him,	saying,	“Has	not	
the	LORD	anointed	you	ruler	over	his	
inheritance?	…	15	So	all	the	people	went	to	
Gilgal	and	made	Saul	king	in	the	presence	of	
theLORD.	There	they	sacrificed	fellowship	
offerings	before	the	LORD,	and	Saul	and	all	the	
Israelites	held	a	great	celebration.	
	
Think	of	this!	God	asays	this	is	wrong,	he	
participates,	they	wish	to	have	amistress	and	
God	chooses	themistres	and	then	blesses	the	
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relationship.	Beyond…	God	makes	himself	
incarnate	in	the	person	of	the	Jesus,	who	is	
the	Son	of	God,	the	Son	of	David.	!!!!!!!	the	
second	of	these	kings,	the	greatest	of	the	all,	
the	poster	child	of	everything	that	is	against	
him,	Jesus	name	for…	WOW	
Why?	
	
1	Samuel	12:20-22	
20	“Do	not	be	afraid,”	Samuel	replied.	“You	
have	done	all	this	evil;	yet	do	not	turn	away	
from	the	LORD,	but	serve	the	LORD	with	all	
your	heart.	21	Do	not	turn	away	after	useless	
idols.	They	can	do	you	no	good,	nor	can	they	
rescue	you,	because	they	are	useless.	22	For	
the	sake	of	his	great	name	the	LORD	will	not	
reject	his	people,	because	the	LORD	was	
pleased	to	make	you	his	own.	
	
There	it	is.	Why	does	God	function	with	
redemptive	flexibility.	He	wishes	to	be	true	to	
his	name.	He	doesn’t	want	ot	lose	people.	Full	
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of	grace.	Holy	accommodation.	Redemptive	
flexibility.	
	
NOT	ONLY	HERE.	God	acts	throughout	
record.	Let	me	challenge	your	minds.	
	
Redemptive	Flexibility	

1. Meat	Eating	
2. Animal	Killing	
3. Human	Killing	
4. Polygamy	
a. Abe,	Jacob,	Gideon,	Elkanah,	David,	Saul,	
Solomon	-	all	had	multiple	wives	…	Leviticus	
words	on	polygamy	practice	

5. Divorce	
6. Slavery	
7. David	Eating	Temple	Bread	
8. Children	Paying	Taxes	
9. Washing	Jesus	Feet	With	Hair	&	Perfume	
10. 1	Corinthians	9:19-23	
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19	Though	I	am	free	and	belong	to	no	one,	I	
have	made	myself	a	slave	to	everyone,	to	win	
as	many	as	possible.	20	To	the	Jews	I	became	
like	a	Jew,	to	win	the	Jews.	To	those	under	the	
law	I	became	like	one	under	the	law	(though	I	
myself	am	not	under	the	law),	so	as	to	win	
those	under	the	law.	21	To	those	not	having	
the	law	I	became	like	one	not	having	the	
law	(though	I	am	not	free	from	God’s	law	but	
am	under	Christ’s	law),	so	as	to	win	those	not	
having	the	law.	22	To	the	weak	I	became	weak,	
to	win	the	weak.	I	have	become	all	things	to	
all	people	so	that	by	all	possible	means	I	
might	save	some.	23	I	do	all	this	for	the	sake	of	
the	gospel,	that	I	may	share	in	its	blessings.	
	
Later	proper	diet…		
	

11. Romans	14:20	
20	Do	not	destroy	the	work	of	God	for	the	sake	
of	food.		
	



	 14	

Church	growing,	what	should	we	require?	
James	says…	
	

12. Acts	15:19	
19	“It	is	my	judgment,	therefore,	that	we	
should	not	make	it	difficult	for	the	Gentiles	
who	are	turning	to	God.	
More	important	things	that	being	perfect	in	every	
situation.	Wisdom.	Gospel	at	satke.	What	a	list.	God	
being	so	flexible.	Redemption.	
	
This	has	not	always	been	easy	for	religious	
communities.	
	
ILLUS	--	Did	you	read	not	long	ago	-	village	in	Indian,	
woan	of	19,	muslim	man,	unacceptable,	chiefton	to	
inflict	12	male	elder	to	inflict	punishment	for	a	day,	
horrible,	not	longer	valuable.	Communtiy	no	lonter	
has	room	for	its	own	children.	
	
I	would	like	to	worhisp	God	for	a	moment….	What	a	
God	we	worhisp?!?!?!?!	Amaing.	He	holds	on	to	his	
law	and	his	people.	Praise	be	to	this	God.	What	a	God	
we	serve.	YHWH,	Jesus	Christ.	
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This	passage	more	than	worhsp	of	God….	Also	
instruction	for	those	of	us	who	claim	to	follow	God.	
How??	How	do	we	hold	these	two	thigns?	
	
Scriptures	don’t	magically	make	it	easy	on	us.	Simply	
solutions.	No.	
	
ILLUS	Strength	test	
	
But	this	is	true	-	this	true	-	we	can	stand	our	ground,	
dn’t	need	to	constantly	change	for	convenience	of	any	
particular	age.	We	should	be	firm	in	our	convcitions.	
Jesus.	Never	change.	AND….	At	the	same	time…	we	
should	have	just	as	much	confdientce	to	know	that	
flexibility,	holy	accommodation	by	Spirtia	nd	wisdom	
is	not	appropriate	but	precisely	what	God	has	in	
mind	in		order	to	redeem	us…	WHICH	IS	THE	POINT.	
	
NOW….	I	will	confess	…	more	satisfied	with	this	
sermon	if…	Let’s	hold	the	line!	Or	“Let’s	love	people.”	
GREAT.	One	or	other.	But	1	sam	8	which	lives	in	
reality…	which	is	that	we	required	to	do	two	
seemingly	incompatible	things.	God	Word	and	peope	
-	let	go	of	neither	one.	And	ths	is	coplex	real,	hard.	
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WE	can	do	it….	HS	power,	wisdom	…	support	o	one	
another….	
	
ILLUS	--	Cookies….	Wonderful	potlucks…	
	

1. parents	-	no	cookies	(they	rebelled)	carrots	better	
2. all	you	want!	Don’t	know	where	kid	are..	
3. two	cookies,	maybe	three…	parent	that	understood	

more	than	one	thing	at	once…	
	
By	wisdom	of	Jesus,	may	we	never	change	concition	
about	JC	and	this	truth,	but	may	we	always	be	flex	
until	he	comes	again…	
	
	
	


