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April 29, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
1 Peter 2:5, 9-10  From the Heart: Priesthood of All Believers by Andy 
McDonald 
 
We laugh about it.  We who serve the Body of Christ in the role and 
function as pastors, we all know the drill.  Whether it’s out to eat, or at 
home, or at a potluck, or some meal prior to a meeting when it comes 
time for blessing the meal we will often, not always but often, be called 
upon to “say the blessing.” 
 
Here we are in what may be a room full of Christ followers, people 
who are committed to opening their lives to God’s leading and who are 
seeking to have God pour himself into them, who hopefully are  
spending some amount of time conversing in prayer with God, but 
when it is time to “say the blessing” are quick to pass that 
responsibility to the professional clergy, the full time pastor. 
 
I confess rebellion in me.  This rebellion is two fold.  First it is 
rebellion against long, pontificating, preachy prayers. You know those 
prayers where the one praying is supposed to be talking to God but we 
quickly realize they are speaking to those present through the words in 
the prayer.  
 
So I end up rebelling against those kinds of prayers or blessings of 
food. 
 
The second side of my rebellion is against the notion that, because I 
work in full time vocational ministry, that somehow I’m more qualified 
to pray.  The notion that I’m the pastor, priest, professional clergy and 
somehow that means that I have some inside track on God and 
speaking with him.  
 
This two fold rebellion comes out in my favorite, and sometimes a little 
abrupt blessing for the food.  I’ve been at some well attended meals and 
when asked to “say the blessing,” have chosen these simple words, 



2	
	
“Thank you Jesus for this food. Amen.”  It has caught some of you off 
guard.  
 
Maybe after today’s message my rebellion will be better understood. 
It is a contrast to lengthy preachy prayers, and it is a hidden moment of 
education as anyone can recognize that such a prayer can be offered by 
any believer, it’s a demonstration that anyone can “say the blessing.” 
 
My rebellion is rooted in that of a much more famous Christian, Martin 
Luther, often credited with starting the reformation which would give 
us the Protestant division of Christianity.  
 
This fall on the 500th anniversary of his posting the famous 95 Thesis,  
we will be looking at the pillars of faith central to the reformation.  
Interestingly our topic in this month’s “From the Heart” came back to 
light in the reformation.  This wonderful, biblical, important teaching 
we call “The Priesthood of All Believers.” 
 
In some ways it’s hard to imagine the world then vs the world today. At 
that time as the reformation began the scriptures were in Latin, not in 
the vernacular of the people.  Luther’s friends in Germany couldn’t 
read the scriptures for themselves.  Access was restricted physically by 
the scriptures being behind closed doors in monasteries or universities, 
and access was restricted by the only copies being in Latin. 
 
So the priest would study or read the word and then they were the voice 
for God.  The people were simply to believe, follow, do as the priest, 
the one connected to God, would instruct. 
 
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Dictionary explains that the word 
“priest” comes from the Greek word presbuteros  “elder” and can also  
be translated priest.  Here’s the definition:  “A person duly authorized 
to minister in sacred things as a mediator between man and God, and to 
offer sacrifices for the sins of men.” 
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As an institution, the priestly office is based on the assumption that 
humans by nature, are out of favor with God, and they are in need of a 
mediator who knows the ways of God and can bring about 
reconciliation.   
 
There was a role for priests in the OT.  There was a ministration of 
sacrifices looking forward to the coming of the Lamb of God who 
would take away the sins of the whole world. The priests were 
administering the prescribed service to provide reconciliation with God.   
But when the incarnate God arrived in Jesus and he lived and served, 
died, and rose again all that had been pointed to in those priestly 
services came to reality.  
 
Paul writes in Colossians 1 that by Christ God reconciled everything to 
himself.  He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 
means of his blood on the cross. We are reconciled in Christ no 
intermediary other than Jesus Christ is needed.  We are reminded in 
Hebrews 4:16 That Jesus is our High priest and so we can come boldly 
to the throne of our gracious God.” 
 
The first side of this great doctrine of the Priesthood of All Believers is 
so important and so critical to understand that we don’t need a go 
between. In and through and because of Jesus we can come boldly into 
God’s presence, and we have direct access through prayer.  We have a 
direct personal complete relationship to God without a human 
mediator. 
 
Unfortunately there has been a tendency in many Christian quarters, 
especially here in the United States, to over individualize this teaching. 
It is not so much “I am my own priest” but in the church, in the 
congregation, the community of the saints, God has called us all to be 
priests to each other: to intercede and pray for one another, to proclaim 
or speak God’s Word into one another’s life, and to join in celebrating 
his presence among us in worship, praise, and fellowship.  
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We get this sense of our priesthood as believers being larger than just 
for us when Peter writes to God’s chosen people in what we call 1 Peter 
2: and we pick up his line of thought in vs 9 “. . . for  
   you are a chosen people. 
     You are a kingdom of royal priests   
        God’s holy nation, 
           His very own possession.   
 
If the verse ended here we could get proud and selfish.  We could get 
all wrapped up in position and privilege.  But if we finish the verse we 
realize that while we are a chosen, kingdom of royal priests, a holy 
nation, God’s very own possession it isn’t just for our benefit.   
 
The verse continues,” This is so you can show others the goodness of 
God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 
There should be for us joy, wonder, amazement, gratitude, freedom, no 
desire to return to darkness, a full celebration of what we have in Jesus, 
but when we are able to settle down from celebrating our good fortune 
in Jesus, we must come to realize that it isn’t all just for us but it is to 
enable us to show others the goodness of God.  To see other’s escape 
darkness and live in the wonderful light. 
 
But there is another aspect of this great teaching that needs to re-inform 
today’s church.   
 
Martin Luther thought that “this word priest should become as common 
as the word Christian because all Christians are priests!! Luther had 
read 1 Peter 2:5 “And now God is building you as living stones into his 
spiritual temple.  What’s more, you are God’s holy priests, who offer 
the spiritual sacrifices that please him because of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Luther was clear as he rediscovered this truth, that this doesn’t just 
mean we have direct access to God, but that all Christians in their lives 
and professions are doing priestly work. 
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Listen carefully all of you who are not professional or vocational 
clergy.  Jesus life models the reality of the priesthood of all believers.  
Luther was clear that the plough boy, the maid, the cook, the merchant, 
physician, banker, every artisan in their trade, profession, craft is doing 
priestly work.   
 
We are reminded in the book Desire of Ages, page 74 that Jesus “was 
doing God’s service JUST AS MUCH when laboring at the carpenter’s 
bench as when working miracles for the multitude.” 
 
You are a chosen people (we like to give more credit to our choosing or 
our accepting our commitment to follow, but foundational to our 
position with God is his choosing)  You my friends are chosen people. 
 
You are a kingdom of royal priests. (This is not a role reserved for 
those who serve in full time vocational ministry.  NO!  Whether you 
are bagging groceries, performing surgery, caring for patients, putting 
people to sleep with anesthesia, taking care of kids, cleaning house,  
installing plumbing, electricity, heating and air conditioning, making 
sushi, watching a shop,  administrating a hospital,  running your own 
business, being a student or teaching one, you are a kingdom of royal 
priests, God’s holy nation, his very own possession.  
 
The last week of June and three weeks in July we are going to get to 
hear from four of our members about Faith in the Work Place. 
 
God has a purpose and a plan for you priest Nancy, priest Nathan. It is 
in the very definition of the word priest, and it is in our text.   You are 
duly authorized to minister in sacred things mediating, offering to 
sacrifice yourself to bring sinners to Jesus. 
 
Peter says it this way, you are priests so that you can show others the 
goodness of God.  
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Let me shift just a bit. If you call this congregation your church, I want 
to call your attention to an important aspect of this great teaching about 
the priesthood of all believers. 
 
I remember having a great conversation with Jennifer Thomas when 
she worked here at the desk in our lobby. How that when you walk in 
we don’t know which of you it is because each one of us can come here 
wearing a different hat that demands a different response. 
 
Are you walking in as a customer expecting to be treated with great 
customer service?   Of course we should treat everyone with common 
courteousness, and seek to serve.  But customers can be picky and 
demanding with real or unrealistic expectations of the organization and 
those employed there.  
 
Or are you walking in as an owner to sort of check up on your 
investment. You’ve donated significant dollars over time and you want 
to make sure things are being done your way.  There’s this sense of 
privilege and that those employed here are present to serve you, 
especially you because you are an owner, this is your place and you can 
use, make demands, and help yourself to whatever because you are one 
of the owners. 
 
Or do you walk in as a volunteer/worker. You see this a your place not 
so much to consume (except that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive) you come to join forces to make a difference in the world, to 
be part of making the world a better place for your passing through. 
 
Or do you walk in as a spectator. Just want to watch, absorb, see what I 
can enjoy, or get out of the experience.  
 
I believe one of the roles for us who have the privilege of doing 
ministry as our vocation is to work to engage all of God’s people in 
ministry, a priesthood not just for some but for all. 
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Ed Stetzer says that anthropologist explain that “religion” is a universal 
cultural reality. Each culture creates a religion.  All around the world 
we find religion in every culture, and these religions share at least two  
charateristics. 
 

1. People create religious rituals to ceremonialize their devotion   
2. People create a religious hierarchy to outsource their religious 

obligations.  
This means that the default mode of culture, our human default mode, 
is toward ceremony and hierarchy not devotion and ministry 
engagement.  
 
We see this acted out way back in the Old Testament in the story of the 
people at Sinai when God speaks to his people, and their reaction is 
Moses you go talk to God for us and then come do the ministry to us.” 
 
This isn’t God’s plan.  God says that his church is like the body.  Each 
part is important from the most remote cell to our eyes that give us 
sight.  That God through the Holy Spirit gives gifts. So there are 
various roles. To some he gives the gift of pastor to another the gift of 
helps, but regardless of our various gifts  we are a kingdom of royal 
priests and when each of us engages where and how the Spirit has 
gifted us, then the church can be effective in the world.   
 
We get to fulfill the role of priests mediating God’s influence and 
presence into one another’s lives and the world.   We call out the best 
in others. 
 
Today you have or will receive a sheet called “Blessing Others” here’s 
a simple habit you can build in your life to act as a kingdom of royal 
priests, and bless others.  Our senior dedication is next Friday evening 
and what a great opportunity to write a blessing for our youth 
graduating from high school. 
 
There’s a tendency to want to abdicate ministry of all things spiritual to 
those of us who get paid to do this, but don’t go there.  You are a 
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chosen people, holy priests who offer spiritual sacrifices.  You have 
gifts and relationships and God invites you to be his kingdom of royal 
priests in our world.  
 
Dad’s be a priest to your wife and children 
Wives be a priest to your husband and kids. 
Kid’s  bless your parents, and parents bless your kids. 
You people who mix it  up everyday in the work place  you are God’s 
kingdom of royal priests chosen by him so bless your fellow workers, 
be the priest, let this priesthood of all believers be about more than your 
direct access to God, let it be a call serve and sacrifice and bless your 
community, the people in your sphere of influence. Maybe you are 
retired, that just means you no longer have to work for a pay check it 
doesn’t mean you no longer work.  Remember you are still chosen, still 
kingdom or royal priests, still God’s holy nation, his very own 
possession and be a priest to your neighbor, friends on the phone, 
through prayer, and remembering of others you can shine a light on the 
good ness of God.  
 
And among us remember this great doctrine isn’t so much about being 
one’s own priest but that we can be priests to one another.  And the 
world will know that we are followers of Jesus because of the love we 
have for one another.  
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