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May 6, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Psalm 68:5&6; Isaiah 1:17 The Trouble With Lonely, by Andy 
McDonald 
 
There really should be no place like home.  Dorothy is privileged to 
click her heels together and repeat there’s no place like home until she 
awakens in her bed at the end of the Wizzard of Oz.  
 
Sometimes home may feel confining and we wish to leave like the 
prodigal’s son. 
 
 There will be times when those we call family may cause discomfort 
and we may feel pushed out like Joseph in the Bible story  
 
But at its best home should be that place we are clear we belong. 
 
When we play baseball we hit the ball, leaven home and head off for 
first base. But even as we leave the destination wfor which we hope is 
home. 
 
When we go off for a week of summer camp or time of work away or 
attend some boarding school or go for an extended time of mission 
service, the separation causes within us an aching for home we call it 
home sick. 
 
Ideally, when all is as it should be, home is in our hearts because it is 
the place where we know we are accepted, loved, wanted, the place 
where we can have an opinion and think and be free to develop, the 
place where we belong and are safe, it’s our place.  
 
That’s why when we just go away for vacation when we step back over 
our own threshold we may think or say, “It’s good to get away, but 
there’s no place like home!” 
 
Psalm 68:6  says that God places the lonely in families; 
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But what happens when the place that should relieve loneliness, the 
place of belonging, the home is the very seat of loneliness?  How can 
we live in a family where there is abuse whether it is physical, 
psychological, or sexual?  What are the options when the place  that is 
supposed to be a place of safety and nurture  becomes an unsafe place 
that belittles or damages? 
 
What are the rights and privileges of children? 
 
That’s not an easy thing to establish from our Bible.  While there are 
some verses that can give us guidance you won’t find a book or chapter 
that outlines children’s rights.   In so many ways the ancient world 
thought of children and women and slaves all as the property of men. 
Most of the ancient cultures and societies put all the power in the hands 
of men and they ruled the family and the community, sometimes 
graciously but often with cruelty. 
 
We may, especially we who are men, may take for granted the great  
statement in our nation, “All men, men here being all humans, are 
created equal.” 
 
Jesus comes to reconcile all things to God and part of this reconciling 
work is a new way of looking at one another, and new ways of treating 
one another.   
 
There is among us in our fallen nature, this urge to rule over.  To boss 
around, to command, order, have the say, be above.  While the Bible is 
unusually quiet about the place of children Jesus shifts the ideal from 
adult back toward child. 
 
His inner circle of 12, those men into whom he is investing large 
amounts of his time and energy, those he intends to leave as 
establishers of the church, his body in the world,  are still plagued by 
pursuits and interests of their own male dominance, not just with 
women and children but even among themselves. They are arguing 
about who will be greatest.   And what does Jesus do but bring a small 
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child to stand with the disciples circling about the child. And Jesus says 
some amazing things.    
“Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For it is the one 
who is least among you all who is the greatest.” Luke 9:48 
 
Another time he told them unless you change and become like little 
children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Jesus calls us to value everyone.  He love to have the children come to 
him.  He elevated the role and function of women.  Paul would write to 
the church at Ephesus about a life as a Christian of mutual submission, 
wives to husbands, husbands to wives, children to parents and parents 
to children, slaves to masters and masters to slaves.  Paul introduces 
that whole section of Ephesians 5:21-6:9 with these words, “Submit to 
one another out of reverence for Christ.” 
 
The whole idea of protecting children and preserving their rights, of 
bringing justice to the orphan, finds its roots in the call of Christ to love 
one another as he loved us.  And his love is perfect, and steady, and not 
fickle, and unending. 
 
Cultures of the world have been slow to recognize and adopt any 
official protections for children’ 
 
It was after witnessing the horror of World War I, Eglantyne Jebb 
realized that children need special protection. 

In 1919, with the help of her sister, Dorothy Buxton, Jebb founded the 
Save the Children Fund in London to provide assistance to and protect 
children who have experienced war. 

In 1920, with the support of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), the Save the Children Fund was organised and 
structured around the International Save the Children Union. 
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On 23 February 1923, the International Save the Children Union 
adopted the first version of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child 
during its fourth general assembly. The draft was later ratified during 
the fifth general assembly, on 28 February 1924. Jebb sent this 
document to the League of Nations, saying that she believed “we 
should claim certain Rights for the children and labor for their universal 
recognition.” 

On 26 September 1924, the League of Nations adopted the declaration 
and titled it the Geneva Declaration. It was a historic day—the first 
time specific rights for children were recognized. 
 
The recognition of the child’s interest and his rights becomes real on 20 
November 1989 with the adoption of the International Convention on 
the Rights of the Child which is the first international legally binding 
text recognizing all the fundamental rights of the child. 
 
Today we’re wearing these t-shirts to focus us on a particular way we 
can become involved in supporting the fundamental rights of the child 
and participate in changing the world.   
 
I know the reality is that most of us gathered here today won’t become 
Foster Parents.  Some may want to but not be able, others may know 
their gift set and recognize that this is really outside of their scope of 
abilities.  
 
But because we are followers of Jesus none of us can escape the call to 
follow the mandate of scripture. It is interesting how we can get all 
serious about “keep the commandments”, the law given to Israel at 
Sinai.  We often think of them as individual commands directed to us 
as individuals to do for our personal betterment and enrichment. Even 
obeying these commands can, with a wrong-headed focus, become 
another act of selfishness. 
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But not so with the clear call of scripture to Seek Justice!  Isaiah in the 
first chapter challenges us with vs 17  …learn to do right!  Seek justice, 
encourage the oppressed.  Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the 
case of the widow.” 
 
Biblically to seek justice is to speak up for those with no voice. 
 To lobby and vote and advocate for those with no vote.  
    It is to defend the defenseless 
      To go to bat for those who, for whatever reason, can’t go to bat for 
themselves. 
 
It is God’s call for us to seek justice that we have had Family Promise 
guests with us here this week.  I visited, just for a few moments, this 
week with a Dad who was here with his wife and two daughters.  It 
doesn’t take long, it isn’t hard to lose a place to live. A job loss, an 
illness, the unfortunate reality of not having any safety net family 
behind you.  And often shelter can be found but not where the family 
can stay together.   This is the beauty of Family Promise, while unable 
to make it work to have an apartment or a house, these families stay at 
various churches one week at a time.  They go to work, childcare, 
school, and there’s training and expectations and assistance to help 
enable them to move back into a place of their own. At a time when 
they are without resources that might give them a voice to obtain 
housing, we can be here to provide justice and a place they can stay, 
and respect that we can offer.  
 
Homelessness is a huge problem.  We can’t by ourselves solve it.  But 
here’s a simple small way we can make a difference and bring some 
justice.  
 
But to today our focus is Foster Care. I want this focus to push us.  
Maybe we will maybe we won’t get pushed all the way to foster 
parenting but there are ways we can be part of this life changing world 
changing phenomena called Fostering. 
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The problem is one of those that seems a bit larger than our arms 
individually or even collectively can encircle.  But the size of the 
challenge shouldn’t freeze us into inaction. 
 
Maybe you’ve heard of an organization called Compassion 
International.  
Evangelist Everett Swanson who had preached to the troops in the 
Korean army during the war, returned to visit South Korea in 1952. He 
was overwhelmed with the horrible conditions in which many orphaned 
and abandoned children lived — and died. 
Swanson was challenged by a missionary friend: "You have seen the 
tremendous needs and unparalleled opportunities of this land. What do 
you intend to do about it?" 
The numbers were large.  Too many for Swanson to personally assist.  
But he put together what became Compassion International where 
people could sponsor and change the world for just one child.  
 
Today there are over a billion children living in severe poverty. To 
thrive help is needed beyond their local circle.  And while Compassion 
hasn’t eradicated poverty or solved the whole problem today 1.7 
million children are sponsored for just $38 a month and their lives are 
changed.  
 
For so many of us $38 a month would hardly be noticed and it changes 
the world.  
 
I love the slogan, Foster1change2. The truth is that whole families are 
changed and enriched and stretched to grow by fostering.  
 
Children in need are not just an issue out there somewhere beyond our 
borders but it is real right here in our community.  Community Based 
Care , CBC, is the delivery system for Foster Care in Orange, 
Seminole, and Osceola counties and every day they provide care and 
support for up to 3000 children, and of the children in out of home care 
half are  5 years old or younger. 
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Their goal this year is 100 new Foster Families.   This was the goal last 
year and as a result of this opportunity being introduced to our 
congregation we added two new foster homes as well as a family who 
have been trained and qualified to offer respite care to foster families. 
 
Great foster families do so much more than provide housing.  They are 
really in the business of offering love and affection, helping manage the 
stress the child is enduring, develop relationship skills, help move the 
child toward independence, make sure they are learning and if school 
age doing their work, share life-skills, and keep them safe.  
 
Even when a child doesn’t seem vulnerable they are. Adults get the say. 
Make the decisions.  Have the power and whoever is in that position, 
from a Christian position, finds themselves with responsibility to 
protect the vulnerable among us.   
 
The Psalmist writes that Children are a heritage from the Lord so what 
can we do for those whose parents are not able to care for them?  How 
can we whether Foster Parents or not, how can we be supportive and 
stand in the gaps? 
 
First let’s make the big ask. Who among us could become a foster 
parent?  Maybe babies scare you to death but you could handle a teen! 
People who will get trained and take teens are desperately needed. 
Who can take siblings so kids can stay together?  Who is ideally suited 
for babies? 
 
So that’s the big ask. Who will check it out and investigate what it all 
means and move toward being a foster parent? 
 
Or maybe that’s too huge but who will go get trained so they can give a 
break to a foster parent?  Hold a sleep over. Go to the park. Arrange for 
a weekend away. 
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These first two groups and others who are curious there is(was) a 
question and answer forum during class time, right here in the middle 
of the worship center. 
 
You could donate new clothing items to From Outside In for the  next 
event with Boys Town  (a group home for foster youth)   As you leave 
today ushers will have a small card the gives you instructions on how 
to do that THIS WEEK!! 
 
There’s the new opportunity called Open Table.  We want to use it to 
focus on youth aging out of the Foster System.  The youth chairs the 
table with their agenda of the mentoring they are seeking and those 
who agree to serve a table share expertise and mentoring that help 
insure their success as the foster youth moves into adult life.  
 
This is critical because as one study showed former foster youth are 
more likely than their peers to be Unemployed, homeless, pregnant, 
convicted of crime, uneducated. But using the Open Table will allow a 
team of mentors to avoid these pitfalls. 
 
You can mentor a foster child. 
 
You can join the foster care ministry group and help with events that 
support this ministry. 
 
You can pray for a specific family or child and watch God’s 
intervention in their lives.  
 
As a church we are God’s family.  And we can love people into a 
lifelong friendship with God and we can connect, and be trustworthy, 
good listeners who make people feel safe, and who can be the place 
where people belong and loneliness becomes just a memory. 
 
We can learn to do good, seek justice, correct oppression, and speak up 
for those without a voice. 
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