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August 19, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Joshua 6  A Life Without Walls: Be A Good Boundary Keeper  by 
Andy McDonald 
 
Today we are going to wrap up this three part series called Life 
Without Walls.  
 
When Jeff began this series a couple of weeks ago he reminded us that 
walls are built to keep something out or keep something in.  The 
massive Great Wall of China was to keep invaders out.  And the walls 
of a prison are meant to keep the prisoners in. 
 
When we adopted our current vision to be a church without walls fully 
engaged in serving the people of our community, part of it was in 
recognition that the churches of the Christian faith have often built 
walls. 
 
There have been some actual physical walls, but other walls we’ve 
erected are, mental, social, intellectual, ethnic, nationalistic, gender bias 
walls that are about separating “Us” and “Them”! 
 
For Paul there were Jews and Gentiles and he wrote to the saints at 
Ephesus that Jesus himself is our peace, who has made the two one and 
has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility—we all have 
access to the Father by the one Spirit. 
 
I believe being a church without walls is symbolic of a body of 
believers who are not isolated or separated from the community being 
served. Even when the church may have official statements about the 
absence of walls we build them in our groups, our cliques, our clusters.  
We practice prejudice and assumptions of superiority and inferiority as 
individuals.  And like the prophetic voice of  President Regan standing 
at the Brandenburg Gate we must meet the challenge,  “Tear down this 
wall!  
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This is why Jeff began this series , “A Life Without Walls”, calling us 
to be “Gate Builders”.  That we must pull out the bricks in the wall and 
put in gates.  We looked at the story of the woman at the well and 
watched Jesus pull out the bricks of the artificial “us” and “them” 
barrier.  And he create gates, and we must create gates that provide 
access for coming and going that salvation might be received. 
 
Last week looking at the story of the woman caught in adultery we 
were challenged that if we are going to be a church without walls it is 
going to call us to be a sanctuary, a safe place for others to find grace. 
 
We will be their voice when they’ve lost theirs 
 We will be their protection when they have none 
   We will be their defense when they need a defender 
     We will be their place of refuge-physically, mentally, socially, 
politically, spiritually,  
 
This is at least part of what our vision means when it says we will be 
fully engaged in serving the people of our community we will be a 
sanctuary and from last week’s message that means whether it’s 
dealing with the bully on the dodgeball court, protecting the guilty from 
receiving their due like the story with Jesus and the woman, or being a 
good Samaritan to lead someone to the right road. To be a church 
without walls, to live a life without walls we will be a sanctuary. 
 
Today, the last message in this series, is meant to speak some comfort 
to those who may feel a little naked, a little vulnerable, without some 
walls.   
 
We are so used to living with walls.  At night we come up to the walls 
that form our house and we open the door and step behind our walls. In 
the best circumstances we feel safe. Here is the place we belong.  We 
get to eat our food, enjoy a temperature we like, engage with our family 
who probably generally sees things in a similar light. We beam in 
entertainment we like and if it becomes displeasing we shut it off.  
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Within the walls of our home we hold our ideology, and the walls 
insulate us from others physically, socially, ideologically. 
 
To go out and sit on the front porch, or to pull out some lawn chairs 
and sit in our front yard, not our walled or fenced in back yard, but our 
front yard, to abandon the security of our walled fortress, would be a 
vulnerable move.  
 
Would the neighbors think us crazy? 
 Or would just our sitting there 20 feet outside our walls, open us for 
new experiences.  
 
I’d never thought of it before this week that when the children of Israel 
left Egypt they were becoming a people without walls. Their ancestor 
Abraham had been a tent dweller.  His walls were flexible, thin, and 
mobile. But for 400 years now their heritage had become people with 
walls. Mud brick homes. And whether or not a physical wall existed 
that separated the slaves of Egypt from the people of Egypt it might as 
well have because there were clear walls of separation and they knew 
which side of the wall was theirs. 
 
But the night of the Exodus they became a people without walls.  
Maybe this understanding is no big deal or maybe it is significant. 
 
Moses and God had established a new boundary for these people.  Let 
my people go was the command of God through Moses to Pharaoh,  
and a boundary line of no longer a slave, was drawn in the sand. 
 
Eventually when the children of Israel would move to a new camp it 
was all set up carefully with boundaries that marked the areas where 
each tribe would set up tents.  Like a giant pathfinder camporee where 
space is lined out for each club to arrange their campsite. 
 
You may remember that when the Children of Israel first approach the 
border of Canaan 12 spies were sent to check out the land promised to 
them.  For 40 days they spied out the land. And what was their report? 
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They said it was a magnificent land beautiful and fertile beyond belief.  
They brought back a cluster of grapes that it took two men to carry it 
was so large, and pomegranates and figs.  But there was a caveat. The 
people living there are powerful, and their cities are walled and great, 
they are stronger than we are, all the people we saw there were huge, so 
that we looked like grasshoppers next to them, we can’t go up against 
them, it would be impossible to conquer them. 
 
And the people listened to the 10 spies who gave this report and not to 
Joshua and Caleb who gave a favorable call to action. The people cried 
all night and wanted to return to life within the walls of their slave 
quarters. Instead God leads them on  a 40 year camping trip. Forty 
years with only canvas walls. 
 
I believe God was teaching them an important lesson they were slow to 
learn,  God, not some wall, is their protector. And that what God wants 
for them every blessing, every benefit, every understanding of who he 
is and what he can be for them, is something he wants for everyone, not 
just those descendants of Jacob whose name was changed to Israel. 
 
I think this is the case because after 40 years in the wilderness when 
Joshua leads them across the Jordan river and they begin to enter the 
land promised to them what’s their first road block? One of the 
strongest fortresses in the land, the large and wealthy city of Jericho.  
 
Some imagine it to have looked like this (slide) while other 
archeologists believe it had more of a (slide) double lower and higher 
wall. But here was the first big test to enter this land and from 
observation it looked unconquerable. It’s formidable walls beyond 
Israel’s ability to penetrate. Safety and power and might were all 
embedded in the walls. 
 
Here, as they enter the land, God wants to teach them so much and one 
of the lessons is that just as they had lived without walls for the past 40 
years in the wilderness God was inviting them to living without walls 
in the promised land.   
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God gives Joshua a plan of conquest that will leave no doubt that it 
wasn’t by their might or by their power that the victory was gained but 
it was God’s intervention to fight for them that brought down the walls 
of Jericho. 
 
I can imagine some of the Israelites looking at the ruins of Jericho, at 
the nearby fertile plain, the great spring for water source and their 
starting to talk about, let’s rebuild the walls and move in here, what a 
great place to start possessing the land. 
 
But Joshua instead invokes a curse: 
 
“May the curse of the Lord fall on anyone who tries to rebuild the city 
of Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn son, he will lay its foundation.  
At the cost of his youngest son, he will set up its gates.  
 
God, I believe, wanted the nation of Israel to be a nation without walls. 
Jeff, in his research for this series, discovered that we don’t see walled 
cities or fortresses until the Israelites insist on having a king. 
 
Here’s at least part of the reality.  If we think we have to defend 
ourselves, if we think we are keepers of secret knowledge, if we think 
we have to not only protect truth and ourselves but that we have to 
protect and defend God we are going to build walls.  We think we need 
more than just boundaries. 
 
It wasn’t long after entering the promised land that the land is divided 
and boundaries are carefully set, and boundary markers are set up, and 
even before they entered the promised land and those boundaries were 
established, Moses had warned that anyone who moved a neighbor’s 
boundaries was to be cursed.  Deuteronomy 27:17 
 
Boundaries were to be, are to be respected. Boundaries are so much 
better than walls.  Walls confine us, they make life static.  I can’t 
imagine living today in some ancient walled city. Life there, at least 
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when it comes to building and development, it’s all controlled by 
preserving the past.  Living within the walls creates lots of definition 
but not much freedom.  Walls enable us to live in the sameness of 
yesterday but unable to engage with today. 
 
Boundaries give us guidelines and enable us to engage in with others 
who know their boundaries,   Walls give us places to hide and they 
isolate and cut us off from building connection and community. 
 
Boundaries enable us to play the game. 
We all know the boundaries of baseball.  When we hit the ball too far 
to the left or right we call it a foul because it went beyond the 
boundary.  Or if we hit the ball over the outfield fence we’ve crossed a 
good boundary and have a home run. 
 
Can you imagine trying to lay tennis if the boundary lines were walls?  
The game would be impossible. 
 
As Christians we are followers of the same God who wanted Israel to 
enjoy boundaries but to live life without walls. Why? How is that 
possible?  It is in the promise God made in Leviticus 26:6 
“I will give you peace in the land, and you will be able to sleep without 
fear.   I will remove the wild animals from your land and protect you 
from your enemies.” 
 
We can live life without walls as individuals and as a church 
community because we recognize what the Psalmist recognized, 
 “ I will lie down in peace and sleep, for you alone, O Lord, will keep 
me safe.” Psalm 4:8 
 
Could it be that God’s kingdom is not about walls and fortresses? 
These are human systems of protection that create a false sense of 
security. Instead God calls us to living without walls but within the 
boundaries which define our areas of responsibility and what we are to 
manage. 
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Just like in the games I mentioned, boundaries are important in life.  I 
recently had a piece of property surveyed because I needed to know 
where the boundaries of my responsibility were.  A previous owner of 
the property had built a shed that encroached upon the property line. 
Not a problem when it was because uncle Bob or some family member 
lived on the adjacent property.  But now the neighbors aren’t family 
and I want to be a good neighbor and not violate the boundary. 
 
Even on vacant land knowing where the boundary is can be important. 
Who is responsible?  Where can I stop mowing?  Who can benefit from 
that spring or creek?  When visiting a national park if you are picking 
flowers on one side of the boundary there may be no rules, but soon as 
we cross that boundary there are new responsibilities about how we 
manage ourselves within those boundaries. 
 
So what are the boundaries of which we need to be good boundary 
keepesr as a people and a church without walls? 
 
The first boundary is the assurance that God is his own protector and 
our protector.  There’s no need to build walls.  We can live free 
respecting our own, others and God’s boundaries knowing our only 
safety is in God. 
 
The second boundary is clarity that part of the safety God provides isn’t 
just for our daily life, but that regardless of what may occur in this 
world of sin, we are safe for all eternity—we live in the  boundary of 
knowing eternity is ours. 
 
And the third boundary we need to be a good keeper of is captured in 
our four worded primary value as a church love-acceptance-
forgiveness-grace. That whatever we do, wherever we go, we have 
established the boundary that to every person we meet, every family 
member with whom we live, every person who comes within our 
sphere of influence will experience from us love-acceptance-
forgiveness-grace because those are the boundaries within which we 
live.  
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God wanted so much more for Israel than they experienced. Instead of 
living life without walls, instead of being God’s people, the church of 
the OT without walls, they hunkered down, built walls of self-
protection, saw themselves as sole possessors and protectors of the holy 
grail, and came to despise those who weren’t within their walls. 
 
But our  God is a bridge builder, a gate maker, a sanctuary provider and 
he’s given you some boundaries.  Our vision here at FHC has 
boundaries.  It sounds a little scary to some to be a church without 
walls fully engaged in serving the people of our community, but part of 
the boundaries are set by saying “people of our community.”  We aren’t 
fully engaged in serving everyone in the world.  One of our boundaries 
is the people of our community.  And since you are the church, not this 
building or organization, but you are the church, then we’ve defined 
that boundary of “our community” as anyone who comes in our circle 
of influence. 
 
I invite you to surrender to God and let him make you a person who 
lives without walls and who does whatever it takes to fully engage in 
serving every person he brings into your circle of influence.  I believe 
that will make you a good boundary keeper. 
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