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September 16, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Matthew 7:1-6 Great Question: How will my church deal with those in 
the LGBTQ community?  
 
For those of you who may be here for the first time or the first time in a 
while, we are on number 3 of a four-part series.  We asked our college 
and young adult group called Centered, to share questions they would 
like addressed in a sermon. 
 
The first week it was a group of questions that shared a common theme 
from different perspectives but was in essence the question “How can I 
know God’s will for me?”  and the conclusion was when we can 
authentically pray, Sort of Jesus’ prayer in the garden, “Not my will but 
yours be done.”  When we can stay in prayer until holding nothing back 
we surrender and honestly say, “God I want to do whatever you want 
me to do.” Then we get up and do what we want and trust that God will 
make whatever course corrections necessary so that we are living and 
loving as he would have us live and love. 
 
Last week we wrestled with the question of how can we reconcile 
differences of belief and remain in the church?  How much freedom of 
thought and belief will our denomination allow? 
 
We talked about the underlying issue of our spiritual identity. I said that  
if our primary spiritual identity is in an organization a denomination we 
may fool ourselves into thinking there is no false church no weeds in 
us, and then it is only a short distance to a prideful conviction we are all 
wheat and everyone else a weed.  Defining and believing a wrong 
spiritual identity sets us up for being deluded weeds who imagine 
ourselves to be wheat! 
 
Pauls words to the Ephesians seems to build a case for a different way 
of thinking about church. To some greater or lesser degrees, outside of 
the hunger for human companionship and fellowship and shared life, in 
the scope of true spirituality and eternal considerations, how you see 
me, lined up with your beliefs, a perfect match to all the 
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denominational understandings and expectations, is really a very 
secondary issue in my spiritual walk. The One who matters sees me 
“holy and without fault” in Christ.  This is our true spiritual identity. 
 
Two questions came to us that created the basis for journey today.   
 
Here they are:  “Can I invite my LGBTQ friends to FHC and how can I 
expect them to be treated? And: “Where does FHC stand on acceptance 
of individuals who identify themselves as homosexual or those with 
differing gender identities?”  
 
These are embarrassing questions that make me sad.  It isn’t our 
LGBTQ friends that are embarrassing, what is shameful is that we have 
to ask if they would be welcome, or what our stand is on acceptance of 
LGBTQ people. 
 
Attached to these questions was this one, “Do we love all into a 
lifelong friendship with God?” 
 
Our mission is clear, we believe that God has assembled, called, 
developed us as the  Florida Hospital Church to  “Love people into a 
lifelong friendship with God.”  This isn’t a mission we made up.  This 
isn’t some clever idea that a think tank or board or business meeting 
decided to make so.  It is simply what we believe to be a contemporary 
rewording a distillation of Jesus’ very commission for the church. 
 
After reminding his followers that he had been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth Jesus said, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Teaching them to obey all things I have 
commanded you.  And I’ll be with you to the end of the age.” 
 
When we say we exist to love people into a lifelong friendship with 
God, it is recognition that we can’t just be about us in some holy 
huddle separating ourselves from anyone who is different from us.  No, 
it means that we are willing to just walk across the room and extend 
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ourselves to strangers who may think and act and believe very 
differently.  That we will pray for God to make us more and more 
comfortable or if not comfortable at least brave to leave our comfort 
zone because we believe God wants us to love people, all people who 
come into our sphere of influence, to love people so faithfully and so 
well, because we have been loved so faithfully and so well that we 
want to extend God’s love to all people.   We believe that our loving 
will be the catalyst for them to become lifelong friends with the very 
heart and source of love. That this will bring them to baptism and 
learning that Jesus command, his call, is for us to practice and to teach 
is to love each other as he has loved us. And his love for us demanded 
his incarnation, sacrifice, and death on the cross.  He loved enough to 
lay down his life as a ransom for others and that’s the kind of lovers he 
wants to make of us. 
 
So let me make this just really clear right up front early in this message 
I want, and I believe God calls us to want and to value those of you 
who are LGBTQ or any letter thereafter.  We want to love you so well 
and embrace you so fully that you will find yourself drawn into a 
lifelong friendship with God and that you will join us in loving others 
into that lifelong transforming friendship with God.  
 
We want you to be part of us…the Body of Christ called Florida 
Hospital Church in this place...A place where we believe what Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians, that “we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image 
with ever-increasing glory which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18  
 
Today’s question makes me sad because it speaks to the vestiges of 
exclusion.   
 
So as part of the answer to the question I want to ask us who do we 
wish to exclude from a lifelong friendship with God? 
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Seriously! Who do you want to exclude?  This is part of the pain and 
danger and devilishness in our culture today. 
 
Those of you who are part of this body who are firmly planted on the 
far left politically would you campaign to exclude those who are our 
most politically conservative members?   
 
How about those of you who are part of this body and who are so to the 
right politically that there’s not much to the right beyond your thinking, 
would you campaign to exclude those on the far left among us? 
 
Would any of our ethnic groups want to exclude those outside their 
circle? 
 
Would those wealthy among us want to exclude the poor?  Or would 
the poor wish to exclude those with resources? 
 
Would our old members prefer to not have to accommodate the youth 
and their tastes and preferences? Or would the young wish to get rid of 
those old stuck in their way members? 
 
Everyone who worships here is not a Seventh-day Adventist.  But in 
the interest of greater purity would we want to exclude those who 
might see some point of theology differently?  
 
Or might we wish for FHC to be a house of prayer for all people? 
 
That’s what Jesus said through the prophet Isaiah that he wished for his 
temple to be house of prayer for all people.  
 
This week’s question is asked because too often the church hasn’t been 
the safest place to figure out life.  There hasn’t been a consistent 
openness to explore ideas and identity, especially sexual issues. In the 
church, this one and all others, there is always the temptation to see 
truth from just our perspective and lock it down there.  
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But the Bible calls us, God calls us to love.  Of all the characteristics 
Paul mentions about love in 1 Corinthians 13 for this discussion I’m 
struck by the description, “Love does not demand its own way.”  And 
this can speak into the discussion of any topic, any practice, any 
theology, any belief.  There must be a place for mutual respect and 
dialogue without demanding its own way. 
 
This week I’ve looked at and read both the scriptures and commentaries 
on them.  There are, depending on your view, either 5 or 6 passages in 
all of scripture that address homosexuality.  Two or three in the OT and 
three in the new.  
 
We could, and you should, read study and pray over these texts. There 
are interpretations and arguments for the traditional meanings gathered 
there and other interpretations and arguments by equally spiritual and 
trained exegetes come to very different meanings. But beyond that 
work is the question of our orthopraxis…how will we treat, how will 
we love people, and of course  when we say “People” it includes those 
who are in the LGBTQ community. 
 
This week I’ve read articles. Some were just stories some heavy 
theological treatises.  Most importantly were the voices I listened to 
from gay members of our congregation, or members of our 
congregation who have gay family members. And what I was struck 
with was pain.  Not flamboyant campaigning for anything, not 
haughtiness of any kind, but simply a longing to be loved.  The exact 
same hunger we all have to be treated with patience and kindness.   
 
There is great confusion and challenge to be part of a faith community, 
to be in love with Jesus, and to know from your earliest memories that 
you are different from most others. That there is this same sex 
attraction. To grow to believe that there is something wrong with you 
that you can’t fix and after years of prayer you are convinced God can’t 
fix. There’s the hiding of who you are and self –denial because being 
this way is of the devil and so you can’t even embrace yourself because 
you love God not the devil.  
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And then this journey’s difficulty is deepened because the very people 
who should be helping you process your identity aren’t capable, or if 
capable not willing or open to having these conversations.  So there is 
not safe place to talk in a Christian context to explore ideas and 
meaning. And so in this lonely reality our youth are at risk to have 
these conversations with people who have very different Biblical values 
or people who don’t believe in God but are open to the discussion.  
 
And it is a virtual miracle when gay kids in the church can process 
through and come out with some healthy self-image and concept.  
When and if a young person ‘comes out’ to their family, and if they are 
fortunate enough to have a loving caring accepting family, still if that 
family is part of the church there can be church avoidance because of 
the way people in the church have or do react.  And there can be a 
sense of a whole family of being alienated from the body. 
 
I’m clear I don’t understand all the theology, and all the Biblical voice 
speaking into this issue, but I am also extremely clear that regardless I 
am and you are called as followers of Jesus to love and not judge.  
 
How different might have been the story of Carlos Vigil if there had 
been a safe place to dialogue. 
 
Carlos’ mommy and daddy said that as an 8 year old boy the bullying 
began.  Bullied for his weight, his glasses, one lazy eye, acne but most 
of all because their little boy was gay. Smashed lunch boxes, verbal and 
physical abuse, Carolos’ parents move him from school to school 
trying to find a safe place. Finally at the age of 17 Carlos just can’t take 
it anymore.  
 
He takes his own life.  His parents having to make that unspeakable 
decision to take their little boy off of life support to die.  
 
Carlos left a note his last twitter post.  Here’s what he wrote: 
 



7	
	
I’m sorry to those who I offended over the years.  I’m blind to see that 
I, as a human being, suck.  I’m an individual who is doing an injustice 
to the world and its time for me to leave.  Please don’t ever feel sorry 
for me, or cry – because I had an opportunity at life and that 
opportunity is over.  I’m sorry that I wasn’t able to love someone or 
have someone love me. I guess its best though, because now I leave no 
pain onto anyone.  The kids in school are right, I am a loser, a freak, 
and a fag and in no way is that acceptable for people to deal with.  I’m 
sorry for not being a person that would make someone proud.  I’m free 
now. Xoxo. Carlos. 
 
How might this story have ended differently if there had been just one 
person in Carlos’ world who would have recognized, seen, looked into 
his eyes and sought to love him. To love him well that he might be 
loved into a lifelong eternal friendship with God.  
 
I don’t meant to be disrespectful of or dismissive of scripture but I 
don’t really care what it says about my gay brother my lesbian sister 
except that God calls you and God calls me not to judge but to love. 
 
When I look into the mirror that reveals me to me, when I look through 
my eyes and look not at you but when I look at me I know what kind of 
a sinful mess I am.  How many times have I missed the mark, not hit 
the bulls eye of a perfectly God honoring life, and then, by his grace 
filled with faith that comes as a gift from him too, I choose to believe 
the words of Paul to the Colossians. 
 
Lets be absolutely clear that what Paul says to them isn’t true because 
Colossians were such mighty people.  It isn’t true because the 
Colossians finally got their act together.  No!  It is true because of 
something that took place totally apart from them. God in Christ 
reconciled everything to himself and as result of God’s work in Christ, 
You are brought (you don’t even come you are brought) into the very 
presence of God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before 
God without a single fault.” Colossians 1:22 
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We have been given a ministry of reconciliation. We get the privilege 
of sharing with people that the books have been balanced, the deposit in 
our account exceeds all our needs, that because of something 
completely apart from our choices or duties or performance we have 
been and are reconciled with God, brought into his presence holy and 
blameless without a single fault.  
 
And for me, and I hope for FHC, this so inspires us that we want to 
pass to others this grace we have received. I want FHC to be the place 
for every estranged, every bullied, every abused, hurt, pained person to 
find hope and acceptance and love. 
 
That we will be a place that even though we see things differently that 
we will choose to dialogue and discuss and even come to the place on 
some things that we agree to disagree but in an agreeable gracious 
manner, because we trust the only one who is worthy to judge. 
 
God is love and God loves everyone, that’s just who he is.  He loves 
you and there’s nothing you can do about it, it’s just who he is. 
 
We are going to close with a song that hopefully will drive this point 
home. Here’s what you are about to hear. And it is the essence of the 
answer to today’s question 
 
God is not a man God is not a white man God is not a man sitting on a cloud God 
cannot be bought God will not be boxed in God will not be owned by religion 
But God is love, God is love, and He loves everyone God is love, God is love, and He 
loves everyone 
 
God is not a man God is not an old man God does not belong to the congressmen God 
is not a flag Not even American And God does not depend on a government 
 
But God is good, God is good, and He loves everyone God is good, God is good, and 
He loves everyone Atheists and Charlatans and Communists and Lesbians And even 
old Pat Robertson, oh God He loves us all Catholic or Protestant, Terrorist or 
President Everybody, everybody, love, love, love, love, love 
And this is our call to love people into a lifelong friendship with God! 
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