
Sola Scriptura 
It’s good to be back. It’s been 623 days since my last sermon, or 89 Sabbaths. But thank you for 
all of you protesting to Andy that I preach again, he finally wore down. Apparently my preaching 
has been so potent that this congregation can only handle small bits at a time. Speaking of 
protesting, that is the basis of who we are, we are “protesting” Christians. 
 
We are dead center in our series of Sola Scriptura, which is Latin for the Bible Alone. The first 
sermon was faith alone, grace alone, the next two will be Christ Alone and then finally glory to 
God alone. In just over two weeks, October 31 marks 500 years since 1517 of what we are 
calling the beginning of the Reformation.  
 
Can we trust this book? Where did it come from? How has it been used throughout history? 
 
Cue video 
 
Some great answers from our members, let’s dig into these questions. 
 
We have two ways that God speaks to us: general revelation, the world around us and special 
revelation. This involves more direct communication in a variety of ways including dreams, 
visions, and angels, but clearest in the person of Christ and in the pages of Scripture which is a 
record of these things. 
 
The Bible is unique in its production: sheep breeders and herders, priests, statesmen, scribes, 
priests, musicians, farmers, teachers. Some were highly educated and some had no schooling. 
The New Testament includes a tax collector, a physician, a tentmaker, two fishermen, and two 
carpenters. Sounds like a best seller, doesn’t it? Let’s remember: The Bible writers are also a 
product of their time. 
 
Second, the Bible is unique in its preservation. In spite of persecution, perversion, criticism, 
abuse and time, it has survived. 
 
Third, the Bible’s proclamations are unique, history, prophetic, heaven and hell, God as the 
infinite triune is unique. 
 
Fourth, the Bible as a product. No other book has so profoundly influenced culture, thought, and 
the history of the world. It has molded art, music. Morality, oratory, law, philosophy, and 
literature in Western culture. 
 
It’s on the liberty bell in Philadelphia: 
 “Proclaim LIBERTY throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants thereof.” Leviticus 
25:10). 
 
When presidents of the United States raise their right hand to take the oath of office at 
their inauguration, they place their left hand on a copy of the Bible. 
 



When Martin Luther King stood on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D. 
C., and delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech, he quoted (Amos 5:24)., “We 
will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  
 
Protestant Christians use several synonyms for Scripture including the Bible, the Word, and the 
Word of God. Not only is the Bible a book of theology, but is also a vast work of both literature 
and history. Christians believe that God spoke through the authors to convey his message to 
humankind. The Bible contains 66 individual, smaller books or letters written over a period of 
roughly 1500 years. The two primary divisions are the Old, or First, Testament and the New 
Testament. Authorship ranges from around 1400 B.C. to A.D. 90. 
 
The journey of Scripture translated into various languages has not been without controversy. The 
bible was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. We had these various letters and 
early church councils began to put them together as a collection. The first process began in 
roughly the third century B.C. when Jewish scholars were invited to Alexandria to translate a 
version into Greek. Legend says that seventy-two scholars were involved in this process, and this 
translation became known as the Septuagint, the Latin word for seventy. Jerome later worked for 
a more accurate version, which was known as the Vulgate. The vulgate was used for more than a 
thousand years. Gutenberg produced the first printed Bible in 1456 and the distribution of 
the Word was exponential from there. Erasmus compiled the Textus Receptus, later used as a 
basis for Reformation-era New Testament translations. John Wycliffe prepared an English Bible. 
William Tyndale wrote a translation that ultimately cost him his life. His work however, was a 
primary source for the King James Version in 1611. A number of important versions have been 
popular since then including the New International Version, New Living Translation, and the 
English Standard Version. Modern society now has the availability to read and compare almost 
any version and translation on the phone in their pocket.  
 
In the course of time as the Roman Catholic Church was in power, greater authority was given to 
tradition than to the words of Scripture. The papacy was deemed the highest authority on 
earth, does this remind anyone of recent discussions? This eventually led to the battle cry of the 
reformation, sola scriptura (scripture alone). Martin Luther said, “If any of them (the papists) 
should dispute with you and say, ‘You must have the interpretation of the Fathers because the 
Scripture is obscure,’ you shall reply, ‘It is not true.’ There is on earth no clearer book written 
than the holy Scripture, which compared with all other books is like the sun compared with all 
lights.” It was after this that we applied the reformational approach to Scripture, that being 
Scripture interprets Scripture.  
Scripture regained its rightful place as the centerpiece of Christian worship. Accordingly, in the 
architecture of the times, the placement of the pulpit(s) reflected the importance of the reading of 
the Word in worship and all other elements. Daniel Block notes that there were often  
 
“two pulpits: a larger one, often raised above the people, from which the Word was read and 
proclaimed; and a smaller one, from which other aspects of the service were performed.” This is 
a stark contrast to modern worship where much less Scripture is read, it is usually read from the 
same pulpit as the preaching, and the preaching is now the centerpiece of the worship service.  
 



An important shift in the human consciousness occurred as a result of the invention of printing 
around 1450. This was no accident, this is just prior to Martin Luther. What was it that Martin 
Luther did with these 95 thesis. He gave 95 reasons why indulgences were wrong. Which is to 
say that it is wrong for people to literally pay money for the forgiveness of sins. Everyone knew 
it was wrong. They would get drunk in the streets and when questioned pull out their scroll to 
show that they had been forgiven. The money was going to fund St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
 
As Pastor Andy has told us in the past two weeks, Martin came to realize an important truth in 
connection with Romans 1:17 "For therein is the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith, to faith: as it is written: 'The just shall live by faith.'" Luther came to one of his most 
important understandings, that the "righteousness of God" was not God's active, harsh, 
punishing wrath demanding that a person keep God's law perfectly in order to be saved, 
but rather Luther came to believe that God's righteousness is something that God gives 
to a person as a gift, freely, through Christ. 
 
But this came through the fact that he must rely completely on Scripture and not the 
church then, and also for us today: not the church, not Andy, not me, not a commentary 
on the Bible: Luther said 
 
““Since then your majesty and your lordships desire a simple reply, I will answer without 

horns or without teeth. Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason- I do not 

accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other- my 
conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for 

to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.” 

“Let the man who would hear God speak, read Holy Scriptures.” 

One of the most important Luther did after nailing these thesis to the wall was to hole 

himself up in a castle for several months and he transcribed the New Testament into 

German. This opened the floodgate to all the versions that we have today. 

Now Luther said some other things as well, and remember he was fighting for his life. 

 “For you are an excellent person, as skillful, clever, and versed in Holy Scripture as a cow in a 
walnut tree or a pig on a harp.” 
(From Against Hanswurst, pg. 219 of Luther’s Works, Vol. 41) 

If you know more about Luther, you know he said many unsavory things, many things 
I cant even say from the pulpit, Luther was well known for his insults. 

Luther was a complex man, he was also a product of his time. It reminds me of several 
of the social movements today that are judging people in history through the lens of 
2017. This is quite unfair. In college, I had to take four semesters of music history where 
in addition to the usual names, places and dates, we had to listen to the music of the 



times. But one thing my professor would stress everytime was to make sure we weren’t 
listening with our own ears but with the ears of the people in that time period. It took me 
a while to understand that but its imperative that we do this both with Martin Luther and 
with the authors of Scripture.  
 
Some of his insults are inexcusable; a few are so crass as to make me reluctant to put 
them on this site (e.g. those to do with whoredom). However, when one reads his 
works, it becomes clear that these insults, a common rhetorical device in the polemical 
literature of the sixteenth century, were spoken in hopes of defending the pure faith 
against impure doctrine and guiding the church of his day back into the faith of the 
Church. 
 
 
Worship and Scripture  
 
Scripture is the primary instrument through which God speaks to us. When we read, study, and 
meditate on Scripture, we are partaking in worship. The Scriptures themselves proclaim the 
importance of God’s word: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the person of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Jesus, our clearest picture of God, 
reaffirmed Moses’ words, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Even the psalmist put to music how Scripture guides our lives: 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).  
 
Every story has an arch.  
The Holy Scriptures inform us about whom God is, about what his purposes are, and the story of 
humankind. The central theme of the Scriptures is the salvific work of Jesus Christ, part  
of the Godhead Trinity (Father, Son, and Spirit), the fall of Lucifer (Satan), other angels, and 
humans. Ultimately, the redemption of mankind is paid for by the blood of Jesus coming to die 
as a man that “whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). The 
Old Testament describes the fall with the first man, Adam, and proclaims the coming of the 
Messiah. The New Testament tells of the arrival of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. It narrates his 
arrival, life, ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension. Following Christ’s life, we see the 
development of the Church, the bride of Christ. In these pages we find teachings, admonitions, 
and warnings for the end times of Earth’s history. We are now living in the last days as we await 
his second coming. He will come again, there will be a judgment day, and people will have either 
everlasting life with him or eternal damnation for the wicked.  
 
The Scriptures are important for both our personal revelation and the corporate body of 
Christians because they inform us about God and his will for us. Romans 12:2 tells us not to 
“conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” We 
renew ourselves by daily letting God speak to us through his word. We not only read the word, 
but we also meditate on it. Psalm 1:2 says, “blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night.” Scripture teaches and edifies us: “For 
whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope" (Romans 15:4). We must 



share the word with those around us, both inside and outside of church. Paul admonishes us to 
devote ourselves to the “public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching” (1 Tim. 4:13). 
Paul advises us to use Scripture as our life guide and to check against false doctrine.  
The reading of Scripture in worship has long been a part of worship history. We deduce that the 
regular reading of Scripture in the Jewish synagogue started in the intertestamental  
period. Daniel Block states that “Jewish worship in the synagogues away from the temple was 
driven by two primary concerns: to praise God and to educate the people. The latter was 
achieved by reading the Scriptures and hearing a sermon, but the Torah reading was the focus of 
these gatherings.”12 We see this as normative practice by the time Jesus lived on Earth. We read 
in Luke that “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written . . .” (Luke 4:17- 
18). This being his custom, we naturally assume this was the custom of regular synagogue 
worship.  
 
 
The difference between knowing scripture and hearing scripture. 
We need to note the difference between studying the Scripture for what it means and the 
devotional use of Scripture, where we look at the application of Scripture for our lives. When we 
study the Bible, we are thinking cognitively and analytically, but when we look for the 
application, we meditate and reflect on the Word, and of course praying over it.  
 
 

Exegesis – Grammar of a text 
 
Hermeneutics – Interpretation of a passage 

 

The bible as a whole verse the bible as a section 
 

Descriptive vs. prescriptive 

 

Regulative and normative principles – regulative Calvinists and Anabaptists only elements found 

in Scripture may be used, everything else is prohibitive. 

 

An example of this is announcements in church or how we pray, the Bible mentions all kinds of 

postures but doesn’t talk about closing our eyes. But what about our eyes when we pray? 
On two occasions, when Jesus prayed to the Father, He lifted up His eyes to heaven 
(John 11:41; 17:1). We do this to remove distractions and because it is common 
sense. 
 

 

What is the most important element in the service? The sermon? The music? 

 

Read Nehemiah 8: 

 
 
Do you want to read more books about the Bible or do you read the Bible? 

 



Some in our denomination put more authority in secondary light then they ought to. I was 

looking at a FB page last night of a church in the SU and they excusively quoted Ellen White. 

Many of the quotes had her quoting Scripture, but its not the same thing. Let the Bible stand 

alone.  

 

This is the landing page of the SDA Church. We should not confuse secondary light with 

primary light. 

 

When I was a music teacher, every student would come in and sit at a chair, they would have 

their instrument, and I would provide music and a pencil. I would tell them mark measure 52 as 

a fp crescendo, we are going to create some excitement. We would replay the passage and 

some wouldn’t do it, I would then walk around the room and look to see who had written down 

what I had said and some hadn’t and I would scold them. This class is an open book test, but 

you will fail if you don’t write down what I tell you. In the same way, life is an open book test. Yet 

some of us keep on wondering what is God trying to tell me? We look and listen to all kinds of 

other sources for the answer, but the answer is here.  

 

 

Personal testimony 

 

Some people read the Bible straight through every year, I think that’s great but don’t feel 

compelled as a starting point. 

 

Read Mark, John, Genesis, Philippians. READ ON A REGULAR BASIS. This is one of the 

spiritual disciplines 

 

My friends, I hear from some of you from time to time that you are waiting for God to speak. I 

would answer you to be still, read the pages of this book and LISTEN. Let’s pray. 
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