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December 9, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Luke 2:8-12  Hark the Herald Angels Say…Everyone?  By Andy 
McDonald 
 
This series of Christmas sermons might have been titled, “The angels 
said WHAT?  
 
In a world where the evening news can fuel a pervasive atmosphere of 
fear, last week we heard the angel say, “Don’t be afraid.” How does 
that work?  And we gleaned from, Jesus sermon four ways to counter 
fear.  
 
Step into the light let knowledge banish some fears knowing perfect 
love casts out all fear. 
Develop a sense of dependency on God he knows what we need before 
we ask. 
Adopt a dominating purpose or vision and we recommended to seek 
first and best and highest God’s kingdom and his righteousness 
And finally move to action on that vision plan and live and work to 
fulfill God’s vision that he have first and best place. 
Practicing these four principles can free us from paralyzing fears and 
enable us to follow this first instruction of the angel, Don’t be afraid.  
 
Let’s Pray, Father, as we open your word to look at one of the words 
from the angel in the Christmas story, we seek your Holy Spirit to 
reveal your will and to convict and convert our hearts, In Jesus’ name 
we pray, Amen. 
 
When most of us think “Christmas story”, our minds are focused on the 
record of only two of the four gospels. 
 
When we think, engaged virgin, dreams, visits of an angel or vision to 
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, trip to Bethlehem, no room in the inn, 
Shepherds and Wise men, that is all based on Matthew and Luke.  The 
Christmas story or the coming of Christ to our world story found in 
Mark jumps over all that and starts with John the Baptist, and the 
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gospel of John builds a case for beginning “In the beginning” way 
before the night in Bethlehem. 
 
Interestingly in both the words of the angel in Luke 2 and John’s 
introduction to his gospel we encounter the same concept. Not the exact 
same word but a concept that may stretch us, hopefully will push us to 
grow beyond our comfort zone. 
 
So we have groggy shepherd brought to full awake attention by the 
appearance of the angel who tries to comfort their fear by saying.  
Don’t be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy for everyone. 
 
The old King James Version translates it: “and the angel said unto them 
Fear not: for, behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.  
 
The Message Paraphrase puts it like this, “Don’t be afraid.  I’m here to 
announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, world 
wide.” 
 
Everybody…Really? Is this really true?  And if it is really true what are 
the implications for you and me today? 
 
In a very different way John presents the same concept in his 
theological philosophical introduction to his gospel.  
 
John 1:1-9 “In the beginning the Word already existed.  He was with 
God, and he was God.  He was in the beginning with God. He created 
everything there is. Nothing exists that he didn’t’ make. Life itself was 
in him, and this life gives light to everyone.”  To whom does this life 
give light?? EVERYONE.   
“The light shines through the darkness and the darkness can never 
extinguish it.  God sent John the Baptist to tell everyone about the light 
so that everyone might believe because of his testimony.  John himself 
was not the light; he was only a witness to the light. The one who is the 
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true light, who gives light to everyone, was going to come into the 
world.” 
 
Here we have it. In these two very different versions of the Christmas 
story we find this mutual declaration that the good news of great joy, 
the light is for EVERYONE! 
 
The coming of Jesus was a big open source reality.  If you ask Google 
the meaning of “open source” you get this definition: “denoting 
software for which the original source code is made freely available 
and may be redistributed and modified.” 
 
The night of the birth of Jesus, the great condescension of God into 
flesh, the angel calls it good news of great joy for everyone.  
 
Three times in the first nine verses of John’s gospel he says that true 
light was coming into the world for everyone, everyone, everyone. 
 
What is it about our fallen human nature that wants to exclude?  We 
want to be unique, to be special, to be the only one who has “x”! 
The satanic notion of scarcity has invaded our minds.  
 
What we have we must hold on to.   
  We want exclusive rights in all our deals with life and history. 
    This good news of great joy, this light that is the true light must be 
held and hoarded and guarded because we’ve bought into the devils lie 
that there isn’t enough for it to be for everybody.   
 
There’s this crazy lie born of selfishness that there isn’t enough of 
anything, that there isn’t enough good news of great joy,  there isn’t 
enough light and truth, and as an extension we aren’t enough. 
 
Jesus says through the angel through the words of John announcing his 
coming that he is enough.  He is the limitless good news, the unending 
great joy, he is the light-the true and adequate and perfect light that 
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shines through darkness and the light that is enough so darkness can 
never extinguish it.   
 
When Jesus launches his ministry and teaches/preaches his famous 
sermon on the mount he teaches a radical new inclusiveness the world 
has never experienced. 
 
The very nature of the world is exclusive. 
In the biblical story the Jew hated the Gentile.  The believed that 
Gentiles were created for no other purpose than to be fuel for the fires 
of hell.   
 
Greeks were sure that the true knowledge was just for the privileged it 
wasn’t for everyone.   
 
The rule of Roman law was meant to benefit Romans it wasn’t for 
everyone in fact they looked down on the barbarians as lesser breeds of 
humanity without Roman law.  
 
But Jesus came for everyone, to be a light to everyone, to be good news 
of great joy for everyone. 
 
Jesus said in that famous sermon,  “You have heard that the law of 
Moses says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy.  But I say, 
love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!  In that way, you 
will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven.  
 
Listen to how God blesses: 
“For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust, too.  If you love only those who love 
you, what good is that: Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If you 
are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? 
Even pagans do that.” 
 
God’s sunlight and rain are for evil and good, for those who seek 
justice and those who are unjust.   
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Part of the good news of great joy, part of the light that shines in 
darkness, is that following Christ makes us FOR EVERYONE. 
If you are going to live as a follower of Jesus, if you take on that 
identifier as part of who you are then you too are for all people.  
Good and bad, poor and rich, for just people seeking justice and those 
who are causing injustices. 
 
There is no room for narrowness and bigotry and being exclusive 
among the followers of Jesus Christ but it is an ever present temptation.  
This is why this word from the angel is so critical that the good news of 
great joy is for everyone. 
 
One day the disciple John was sort of fishing for a complement from 
Jesus.  He was pretty sure that when he told Jesus what he’d done that 
he would get a great pat on the back. He might have imagined that it 
was so praise worthy that Jesus might call the other disciples to circle 
up and that he’d invite John to repeat the story again and then give him 
great commendations in front of the others. It didn’t quite work out as 
John had planned.  
 
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw a man using your name to cast out 
demons, but we told him to stop because he isn’t one of our group.” 
 
Here’s the back story. In that culture everything bad, all illness—
mental and physical were caused by evil spirits.  The way you got relief 
was to have the evil spirit exorcised and this was believed to be done 
by learning the name of the evil spirit and then in a more powerful 
name command the evil demon to leave.   
 
What John encountered was a man using the name of Jesus as the more 
powerful name by which to demand the evil spirit to leave a person, 
and John didn’t think this was proper because this man wasn’t part of 
their group. 
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How many times have various Christian churches spoken poorly, or 
even condemned the work of other Christians because they are not part 
of their little division of Christianity?  Or how many times could some 
greater good have been accomplished if different Christians and 
Christian churches had united in their efforts to address some societal 
ill, and that not be done because of fear of losing some control. 
 
What does Jesus say?  His response is consistent with good news of 
great joy being for everyone.  His response is consistent with being the 
light for everyone.  
 
Mark 9:39-40 “Don’t stop him!” Jesus said.  “No one who performs 
miracles in my name will soon be able to speak evil of me.  Anyone 
who is not against us is for us.” 
 
God wants everyone!  We may not but God does. There’s this horrible 
human tendency to believe that what we understand is right and true 
and complete and if someone thinks, understands, pursues a different 
course that they aren’t just part of the wonderful variety that brings 
enrichment and color to life, but they are wrong. And it is only a few 
short steps from being different, to being wrong, to being wicked.  
 
Sect arise to divide and separate.  To make sure that what is good is 
protected and preserved by and for an exclusive set of people who, 
while they may begin with good motives, warp easily into the devilish 
teaching that good news and light aren’t really for everyone but only 
for this exclusive group.  
 
There’s no unity possible between the angel’s words EVERYONE 
between John’s clarity that the light is for EVERYONE and any group 
of Christ’s followers who think they have a monopoly on salvation.  
Truth is always bigger than any man’s grasp of it.” 
 
Some of you may hear this and think that if this is true that there’s not 
solid ground of truth on which to stand.  Let me relieve your fears.  Go 
back to last week and don’t be afraid. 
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We can stand on the solid ground of truth that God has revealed.  We 
can be sure of what we know but at the same time be sure that there is 
more than we know, there is truth beyond the truth we can see.  Truth is 
always bigger than our grasp of it.  
 
Intolerance of another person, or their understanding, is a sign of both 
arrogance and ignorance. Narrowing the good news of great joy to be 
anything less than for everyone is a sign that we don’t believe there is 
truth beyond what we can see.  
 
Since Jesus calls on us to love our enemies it becomes clear that when 
the angel said everyone it is for everyone and part of our privilege is to 
witness to that awareness.   
 
Too often we Christians have approached those who are not Christians 
as if the angel had said, “I bring you good news of great joy for all 
Christians.”  Jesus invites his followers to love people.  That’s why we 
adopted our mission to love people into a lifelong friendship with God. 
 
To love people is to be interested in them.  What are they looking for?  
What needs are they seeking to have fulfilled?  How can we help them 
be all that God intends for them to be?  Not little clones of us. When we 
take our mission seriously to love people in to a lifelong friendship 
with God we act as if we believe the good news the light is for 
everyone and we trust God.  We trust that when we’ve loved a person 
well enough for them to step into a lifelong friendship with God that 
God will be enough, that God will shepherd his friends all the way into 
his kingdom.  That having begun a good work in them he will bring it 
to completion, because God wants everyone. 
 
This is why it’s important to be a church without walls fully engaged in 
serving the people of our community.  
 
First that vision is important because so much of what needs to be done 
for our world lies beyond these walls. You and me, we are the church 
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and as we leave this place we are evidence that church can’t be 
confined by walls.   
 
Then as each of us fully engage in serving the people of our community 
we are saying to them that there is good news of great joy and it is for 
everyone.  The light of Jesus is to shine for everyone. 
 
What will it mean for us to serve the people of our community, I don’t 
know for sure.  
 
Our community is all the people in our sphere of influence. From the 
people who live under your roof, to those with whom you work,  your 
banker, and grocer, and drycleaner. The neighbor next door or across 
the street. EVERYONE with whom we interact is our community and 
we get the privilege of loving and serving them.  Don’t make this 
harder than it needs to be.  It may be as simple as a smile or as 
complicated as helping them sign up for social security.  It may be 
stopping your agenda to listen or offering to babysit, or just showing 
care and interest. 
 
But I want to let you in on a secret. Being fully engaged in serving the 
people of our community ends up serving someone else.  As you serve 
you grow spiritually.  You open yourself to greater blessing you get to 
experience at a new and deeper level the good news of great joy that is 
for Everyone including you.  
 
Let go of any exclusiveness.  You don’t have to protect God. Salvation 
is for everyone so just go love someone into a lifelong friendship with 
God and maybe that will happen best as you serve.  This is good news 
of great joy for EVERYONE.  
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