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December 16, 2017 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Luke 2:11 Hark! The Herald Angels Say: Born!  By Andy McDonald 
 
It had been predicted. Not grasped, certainly not anymore fully grasped in the prophetic 
announcement than completely understood in prophecy’s fulfillment.  
 
It is the ordinary way each of us comes into the world, we are each born, but it is extraordinary 
beyond the natural order of things. 
 
The prophecy said, “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!  She will give birth to a son, and he 
will be called Immanuel, which translated means God with us.” 
 
The distance between humanity and God has never been God’s move but ours.  In our primal 
parents decision to step away from being with God, in our own independent choices to go our 
own way and do our own thing we have re-enacted humanity’s rejection of being with God. 
And so in Adam, Paul writes to the Romans, death and sin become our family heritage, a curse 
handed down to all posterity.  
 
But this distance between us and God is resolved in the coming of Immanuel, God with us. 
 
Let your mind attempt to grasp as much as we are capable of grasping. 
 
Jesus, the one who already existed before the beginning.  With God, he was God. Jesus, the one 
who created everything there is.  The one without whom nothing exists that he didn’t make.  This 
One, the Word of God became human and lived here on earth among us.  Immanuel God with us. 
 
God is born! Preposterous! But this is the reality of the Christmas story. 
It is so far beyond, Rudolph, and Santa, and flying reindeer, supernaturally visiting every home 
on earth. So beyond making a list and checking it twice, so much more than a lovely sleigh ride 
together.  
Here is the essence of this amazing story so rooted in history as to annually turn the world’s 
attention to it even if so much of it is missed.  
 
Creator is melded forever united with creation. If the technology had been available this is what 
could have been seen. 

Jesus, the one without whom nothing was made that is made, creator God, 4 
weeks after the Holy Spirit came upon Mary he was now and embryo just now developing the 
structures that will eventually form his face and neck. The heart and blood vessels continue to 
develop. And the lungs, stomach, and liver start to develop. If Mary had needed a home 
pregnancy test to verify her new reality it would’ve been positive. 
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 Four weeks later Jesus is a little over half an inch in size. Eyelids and ears are 
forming and you could see the tip of his nose.  His arms and legs are well formed as his fingers 
and toes grow longer and more distinct 

by week 12 he measures about 2 inches and starts to make his own 
movements. Had there been stethoscopes his heart beat would be discernable  

At 16 weeks he measures about 4.3 to 4.6 inches and weighs about 3.5 ounces. 
His eyes can blink and the heart and blood vessels are fully formed and his fingers and toes have 
fingerprints.	

At week 20 Jesus now weighs about 10 ounces and is a little more than 6 inches 
long.  He can suck his thumb, yawn, stretch, and make faces. And Mary can feel him moving in her 
uterus. 

The eternal Jesus at 24 weeks along in his new divine/human state. now weighs 
about 1.4 pounds and responds to sounds by moving or increasing his pulse. Mary was tickled the 
first day she notices he had the hiccups. His inner ear is fully developed, and he might sense being 
upside down in the womb.	

At 28 weeks he weighs about 2 pounds, 6 ounces, and changes position often. Poor 
Mary and Joseph, there were no birthing classes to prepare them for the many aspects of childbirth, 
including labor and delivery and taking care of the newborn Jesus.			
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 And then like every other human born, Jesus was considered at 'term' when he is 
37 weeks. He’d be early term if he was born between 37-39 weeks, at term, if  39-40 weeks and late 
term if didn’t arrive until  41-42 weeks.  But there were no masked medical staff to help.  

 Just Mary and Joseph with all the universe in silent awe. And then the angels 
announce it. For unto you a Savior is born. 

The coming of Jesus isn’t just a biological phenomena of this divine and human merger.  What 
comes with Jesus is the joy and fullness and glory of Father, Son and Spirit. Their life and 
communion and fellowship entered our world and set up shop, Immanuel God with us.  This is 
the simple and astonishing truth of it. For unto you a Savior is born. 
 
Jesus comes to eternally connect the fellowship of Father, Son and Spirit with humanity, to share 
their shared life with us. 
 
St. Athanasius wrote, “For that was the very purpose and end of our Lord’s Incarnation, that He 
should join what is man by nature, to Him who is by nature God.” 
 
While this may seem science fiction it is no factious story, this is no act, but it is a history 
altering reality.  
 
Jesus Christ isn’t a tool from God’s heavenly tool box he used and the puts away.  He isn’t just a 
divine accountant who balances the legal ledger.  Jesus Christ, God with us, is the incarnate God 
who was born in human flesh and is the living atonement, one of us one of humanity who 
supersedes Adam’s fall and who lives all of life in Adamic flesh constantly at one with his Father 
so that in the end all of humanity, you and I are given access to share fully and completely in the 
great dance of the trinity, now and forever!  (Great Dance, p 43) 
 
The angel announces “For unto you a Savior is born!” Why? Why is Jesus born?  Because 
behind the universe is not an austere, self-centered, abstract force, an abstract divinity—but God 
who is Father, Son and Spirit and their joyful intimate fellowship is this great dance of oneness, 
unity and love.  And this triune God in astonishing grace determined not to hoard this joy but to 
share it with us.   
 
Sing hallelujah, Jesus has opened heaven’s door.  
Rejoice for unto you a Savior is born. 
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What	was	a	prediction	made	in	your	lifetime	that	seemed	
unbelievable	but	has	now	come	to	reality?	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	the	fact	that	the	truth	of	God	being	born	
of	a	virgin	is	at	the	heart	of	the	whole	of	Christian	faith?	
	
What	is	your	sense	or	understanding	of	humanity’s,	of	our	being	
separated	from	God?	
	
How	do	you	resonate	or	not	with	the	idea	that	all	the	Bible	is	a	
record	of	God	saying,	“I	am	with	you,”	and	asking,	“will	you	be	
with	me?”	
	
How	does	thinking	about	God	as	an	embryo	affect	you?	
	
What	do	you	think	about	Jesus	coming	to	open	up	the	life	of	the	
trinity	for	us	to	share?	
	
Jesus	is	the	living	atonement	who	retraced	the	steps	where	Adam	
went	his	own	way	and	Jesus	lived	in	submission	to	his	Father’s	
will,	and	now	he	offers	his	obedience	to	God	as	a	gift	to	us.	How	
does	that	make	you	feel?	
	
How	can	knowing	that	unto	you	the	Savior	is	born	enable	you	to	
live	in	joy?	
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