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January 13, 2018 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 A Life Well Lived In Growing Generous, by Andy McDonald 
 
Zacchaeus was a wee little man and a wee little man was he. 
 
Before there was the proverbial “American Dream” the dream fostered by our new nation where you weren’t 
dependent or held captive by your family history or societal place in life.  The American Dream that you could 
come to this great land and work hard and become comfortable. Before there was any hint of America or that 
dream Zacchaeus, from all outward appearances had achieve it, at least financially.  
 
He was the head of the Jericho tax cartel. Luke 19 tells us that he was one of the most influential Jews in the 
Roman tax-collecting business and he had become very rich.  He was a filthy rich little man. 
 
Most of us know the story.  Jesus comes to Jericho and Zacchaeus wants to see him, but he’s too short to get a 
good view because of the crowds on the streets.  So he guesses the route Jesus will be following and he runs 
ahead and climbs a tree so he can catch sight of Jesus. 
 
And as the Savior passed that way he looked up in the tree.  
And what did he say?   He called this guy he’d never met by name, Zacchaeus! Quick, come down! For I must 
be a guest in your home today—for I’m going to your house today. 
 
When this happened the crowd who had been excited to follow Jesus to see him, anxious to hear him teach and 
maybe see him heal or be healed by him, now they were displeased and they grumbled.   
 
Not much has changed over time.  When a Jesus follower shows grace, just a bit more grace than we believe a 
person deserves, we grumble. When those we easily condemn get the attention we imagine we deserve we 
grumble.  When the prisoner gets set free, and the poor hear the good news, and blind are made to see, and the 
downtrodden are freed from their oppressors and everybody else seems to be getting more benefit than they 
deserve or have earned, when Jesus goes to the home of the despicable and not to our house we grumble, “He 
has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner.” 
 
Freeze that story right there for just a moment.  
 
Not long before Jesus arrived at Jericho and encountered Zacchaeus he had been teaching one day when a 
religious leader asked Jesus this question: “Good teacher, what should I do to get eternal life?” 
 
Jesus asked him back, “Why do you call me good? Only God is truly good.  But as for your question, you know 
the commandments: “Do not commit adultery.  Do not murder. Do not steal. Do not testify falsely. Honor your 
father and mother.”’ 
 
This religious leader replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was a child.”  I’m good. I’ve held up 
my side of the deal and obeyed. 
 
Jesus said, “There is still one thing you lack.” (I imagine here Jesus paused to the point of discomfort so the guy 
is about to ask “What?”)  
Jesus continues, “Sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.” 
 
But when the man heard this, he became sad because he was very rich.  
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Jesus watched him go and then said to his disciples, “How hard it is for rich people to get into the Kingdom of 
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of 
God.” 
 
We miss the paradox. We miss the punch this experience had for that culture.  The thinking was endemic to that 
culture.  One of the clear signs that you were in God’s favor was material blessing.  If you were wealthy it was 
clear to all those in the crowd, that very wealth was a sign that you were living in God’s favor.   So when Jesus 
says that it’s hard for rich people to get into the Kingdom of God, the immediate question is basically if its hard 
for the rich to get in who in the world can be saved? 
 
Maybe some of you with very little, who think of yourselves as a long way from rich, might take courage at this 
point and be pleased that certainly the kingdom shouldn’t be hard for me because I’m not rich! 
 
Oh but you are. Just a simple single statistic—about 3 billion people live on less than $2.50 per day or less than 
$1000 per year. So even if we are stretched and there seems to be no extra and things are really tight compared 
to nearly half of the world’s population we all would be considered rich by comparison. Please understand that 
is not to say that some of you in this very room may be experiencing very difficult economic situations ( I in no 
way am minimizing that reality) 
 
In response to their question about who in the world can be saved if the rich can’t.   
 
Jesus upped the game. Now he is virtually saying  that it is impossible. 
 
He replied, “What is impossible from a human perspective is possible with God.” 
 
Now, a short time later Jesus finds himself sitting in the lap of luxury in the home of Zacchaeus. It’s the very 
next chapter in Luke’s gospel.  
 
Unfortunately we don’t have the conversation recorded.  What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus?  How did the Holy 
Spirit work in his life?  How did Jesus get his point across? 
 
In Luke 18  a good man, a man everyone in his culture would have called good, came with a question about 
eternal life, and he goes away sad because he was very rich and it was very important to him to stay that way.  
 
In Luke 19 a filthy little rich guy, a man everyone in his culture would have called bad, horrible, despicable,  
just wants to catch a look at Jesus and something happens to Zacchaeus.  He goes through the eye of the needle.  
What is impossible from a human perspective is possible with God and Zacchaeus is divinely changed. 
 
He stood before Jesus and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have overcharged people 
on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!” 
 
Generosity, please understand this, Generosity is a sign of a regenerate soul. 
 
There is no such thing as a Christian Scrooge!  
There is no such thing as a “tight fisted” Christian! 
Stingy Christian is an oxymoron! 
 
 In 2 Corinthians 8 Paul is calling them to accountability by telling them about the Macedonians who were dirt 
poor.  He’s probably talking about Philippi or Thessalonica.  He writes that “Though they have been going 
through much trouble and hard times, their wonderful joy and deep poverty, have overflowed in rich generosity.  
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For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford but far more.  And they did it of their own free 
will. They begged us again and again for the gracious privilege of sharing in the gift for the Christians in 
Jerusalem.”  
 
Paul was pleased because their first action was to dedicate themselves to the Lord and then to whatever 
direction God might give them.   
 
Paul was pleased because he knew that if they were dedicated to the Lord they would be generous because 
when we know the full love and kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was very rich he became poor 
for your sakes so that by his poverty he could make you rich.” 
 
The religious leader who approached Jesus with the question, “What should I do to get eternal life?” He was 
interested in a transaction. What coin should he put in the vending machine so he could push the eternal button 
and get his treat?  He was used to wheeling and dealing.  He knew how to negotiate a good transaction.  And 
dealing in transactional good deal making may be part of why Jesus in his sermon on the plain in Luke 6 says 
Woe to those who are rich because their full reward is in their dependence on riches, and deal making, and they 
find that so fulfilling that it becomes their full reward for all eternity. 
 
But if we can get this straight, this generosity thing straight,  it is life altering.   
 
The clarity that we are bankrupt, unable to negotiate a refi of our lives, without backing, without collateral, 
except that the one who was rich became poor so that he might make us rich in him.  
 
Remember the story about the guy who understood sowing and reaping and who had full barns and still he 
planted generously and he got an even larger harvest. The heading for the story in my Bible calls it the Story of 
the Rich Fool.  His crop came in and his barns were full so he figures out how to solve the problem—build 
bigger barns where he can hold and hoard more stuff.  Then sit back and say to himself, “My friend, you have 
enough stored away for years to come. Now move to Florida, take it easy, wine, dine and shine.  Eat, drink, and 
be merry.   
But God said to him, “You fool!  You will die this very night. Then who will get it all?” Yes, a person is a fool 
who stores up treasure for themselves and is not rich toward God.” Luke 12:21 
 
How do we be rich toward God? 
 
I’m not talking about tithing this week.  Listen you can be a meticulously faithful tither and still be stingy. 
When we return to God what he says is his, the first 10%  of our increase, what the Bible calls a tithe, we aren’t 
being generous we are simply being honest, God says that to keep it for ourselves is to steal it from him.  
 
Beyond our obedience in tithing God invites us into living generously.   I believe he doesn’t just invite us there 
but he transforms us into generous people.  If we are really regenerate people we will be generous.  Generous 
with our goods generous with our car, generous with our home, generous with our food, generous with our time, 
generous with our talent, and generous with our money. 
 
We give only because he first gave to us.  If you are a more naturally generous person don’t be too self-
congratulatory. We are only generous because of the one who was rich yet for our sakes became poor that he 
might make us rich in him. 
 
When we get miserly, when we are tempted to hold and hoard, tempted to not be generous it comes from a sad 
place, the place of concern, worry, and lack of faith that there is enough.  
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Whether it is money, or time or talent or food or clothes or energy our worries about tomorrow and our 
tendency to want to hold and hoard instead of being generous is a lack of trust in God.  
 
Luke records Jesus’ words a little different than Matthew but with the same point.  “Don’t worry about food—
what to eat and drink. Don’t worry whether God will provide it for you.  These things dominate the thoughts of 
most people, but your Father already knows your needs.  He will give you all you need from day to day if you 
make the Kingdom of God your primary concern.” Luke 12:29-31  
 
A Life Well Lived is one that grows in generosity.  If we have given our lives over to Jesus we can live open 
handed lives as living demonstrations of GRACE,  Freely we have received freely give.  
 
This openhanded demonstration of grace t encompasses all of life calls us to  
 
Be GENEROUS  Just ask yourself “Am I a generous person? Would my spouse say I’m generous? My kids? 
My class mates or workmates classify me as a generous person?” 
 
Beyond the legalistic compliance with tithe do I live generously? 
 
Is generosity one of the marks of being Grace Filled for me? 
 
One of the quotes of Jesus in Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 
I don’t know what it will mean in your life to let Jesus transform you into a generous person, I just know it will 
be good for you, it will be good for God’s kingdom, and it will be good for our world, and it makes you more 
like God.   
 
John 3:16  For God so loved that he Gave. 
 
Rick Warren counted some of the important words in the Bible.  
Believe’s a pretty important word in Christianity and its used 272 times 
Pray, is used 371 times 
Love, I mean God is love, that’s an important word used 714 times 
But how many times is the word give used? 2152 
 
Our God is the giving God and now he calls us to give generously. 
 
We’ve all known stingy, tight fisted people and we’ve all known generous people and in the end I want to be in 
the generous camp.  
 
Today as you leave you will receive a paper that has the Take Away on one side and 12 benefits of generosity.  
I hope you’ll think about these.   
Read them with someone else. Interact with the questions and let God, the great giving God transform you into 
an ever more generous person, all by his grace. 
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DARING	TO	BE	GENEROUS	What	happens	every	time	I	give	
12	Benefits	of	Generosity		by	Rick	Warren		
	

1. GENEROSITY	Honors	God	

	“You	will	be	glorifying	God	through	your	generous	gifts.	Your	generosity	will	
prove	that	you	are	obedient	to	the	Good	News	of	Christ.”	2	Corinthians	9:13	
(NLT)		
“Whoever	is	generous	to	the	needy	honors	God.”	Proverbs	14:31	(ESV)		
	

2. GENEROSITY	DRAWS	ME	Closer	to	God	

“The	purpose	of	tithing	is	to	teach	you	to	always	put	God	first	in	your	lives.”	
Deuteronomy	14:23b	(LB)		
“Your	heart	will	be	wherever	your	treasure	is.”	Matthew	6:21	(NCV)		
	

3. GENEROSITY	MAKES	ME	More	Like	Jesus		

“The	greedy	always	want	more,	but	the	godly	love	to	give!”	Proverbs	21:26	
(NLT)		
“Purity	is	best	demonstrated	by	generosity.”	Luke	11:41	(LB)		
	

4. GENEROSITY	IS	THE	CURE	FOR	Materialism	

“You	cannot	serve	both	God	and	money.”	Matthew	6:24		
“Command	those	who	are	rich	in	this	present	world	not	to	be	arrogant	nor	
to	put	their	hope	in	wealth,	which	is	so	uncertain,	but	to	put	their	hope	in	
God,	who	richly	provides	us	with	everything	for	our	enjoyment.	Command	
them...	to	be	generous	and	willing	to	share.	In	this	way...	they	will	take	hold	
of	the	life	that	is	True	Life.”1	Timothy	6:17-19		
	

5. GENEROSITY	DEMONSTRATES	My	Faith	

“Your	giving	proves	the	reality	of	your	faith...”	2	Corinthians	9:13	(Ph)		
“You	are	generous	because	of	your	faith.”	Philemon	1:6		
“Bring	your	whole	tithe	to	My	storehouse.	Test	me	in	this	and	see	if	I	will	
not	throw	open	the	floodgates	of	heaven	and	pour	out	so	much	blessing	
that	you	won’t	have	room	enough	for	it!”	Malachi	3:10		
	

6. GENEROSITY	Reveals	My	Character:What’s	In	My	Heart	

“If	you	are	untrustworthy	with	worldly	wealth,	who	will	trust	you	with	the	
true	riches	of	heaven?”	Luke	16:11	(NLT)		
	
	

7. GENEROSITY	BRINGS	God’s	Blessing	

“Generous	people	will	be	blessed...”	Proverbs	22:9	(NCV)		
“Give	generously…	then	because	of	this	God	will	bless	you	in	all	your	work	
and	in	everything	you	put	your	hand	to.”	Deuteronomy	15:10		
“God	loves	the	one	who	gives	gladly.	And	God	will	make	it	up	to	you	by	
giving	you	everything	you	need	and	more	so	that	there	will	not	only	be	
enough	for	your	own	needs	but	plenty	left	over	to	give	joyfully	to	others.”	2	
Corinthians	9:7-8		
	

8. GENEROSITY	INCREASES	My	Happiness	

Jesus	said,	“There	is	more	happiness	in	giving	than	in	receiving.”	Acts	20:35	
(TEV)		
	

9. GENEROSITY	EXPANDS	My	Influence		

“The	world	of	the	generous	gets	larger	and	larger;	the	world	of	the	stingy	
will	get	smaller	and	smaller.”	Proverbs	11:24	(Mes)		
“Those	who	give	generously	to	those	in	need...	will	never	be	forgotten...	
they	will	have	influence	and	honor.”	Psalm	112:9	(NLT)		
	

10. GENEROSITY	MULTIPLIES	My	Money	

“A	generous	man	will	prosper;	he	who	refreshes	others	will	himself	be	
refreshed.”	Proverbs	11:25	(NIV)	“You	will	be	enriched	so	that	you	can	give	
even	more	generously.”	2	Corinthians	9:11a	(NLT)		
	

11. GENEROSITY	Brings	God’s	Protection		
“All	goes	well	for	the	generous	man	who	conducts	his	business	fairly.	Such	a	
man	will	not	be	overthrown	by	evil	circumstances.	God’s	constant	care	of	
him	will	make	a	deep	impression	on	all	who	see	it.”	Psalm	112:5-6	(LB)		
	

12. GENEROSITY	WILL	BE	Rewarded	In	Heaven		

“Use	your	money	to	do	good...	always	being	ready	to	share	with	others	
whatever	God	has	given	you.	By	doing	this	you	will	be	storing	up	real	
treasure	for	themselves	in	heaven—it	is	the	only	safe	investment	for	
eternity!	And	they	will	be	living	a	fruitful	Christian	life	down	here	as	well.”	1	
Timothy	6:18-19	(LB)		
“I	tell	you,	use	your	worldly	resources	to	benefit	others	and	make	friends.	In	
this	way,	your	generosity	stores	up	a	reward	for	you	in	heaven.”	Luke	16:9	
(NLT)	
	


