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There are two things which seem to be true for most of us.  These two complaints about reality 
seem to not be confined to a single group but are universally problematic.  It doesn’t matter your cultural 
or ethnic background or what language is your native tongue.   

There at two things of which we never seem to have enough and they are time and money.  
How many times have we thought about some great vacation we’d like to take or some exotic 

place we wish to visit? And we complain that it seems like if have the money I have no time and when I 
have the time, then I don’t have the money! 

I believe we here at Florida Hospital Church consistently teach  about who God is and the way 
he operates to present a clear picture of the God who is interested in our best.  

We believe he is the one on whom we can cast all our troubles, and fears because he cares for us. 
(1 Peter 5:7) 

Even when we quote it out of context there is still truth that we worship a God who has plans for 
us to give us a hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:12) 

We are quick to answer NO ONE, to Paul’s question, “If God is for us who can be against us?” 
(Romans 8:31) 

So I think it is safe for us to assume that if we want to have a life well lived and if part of that is 
found in honoring God’s expectations, we can agree that whatever those expectations are they are not 
intended to add to our stress of never seeming to have enough time or money. 

And yet God lays a direct claim to 1/7 of our time and 1/10th of our income! 
I’m a person who loves to get things done. Maybe you share some of my pathology and you too 

tend to bite off more than you can chew! For me it isn’t a literal bite but it is imagining that I can get 
more done in the time allotted than is reality.  

I remember when I was back in seminary and we had a carpet store for which I did almost all the 
installation. And I was often up late at night finishing a job I had figured I could have done in much less 
time than it actually took to complete the work. 

There seems to be plenty to be done at home, school, work, even play than there is time 
available.  And then we are big on stopping our pursuits in life, of unplugging, of setting work and all 
self-advancement aside for a 24 hour day of rest, a Sabbath. 

While we are wishing we could have 30 hours in a day because we have this illusion that we 
could then get it all done. We can’t get everything we think we need to do done in seven days of a week 
and then we are convicted that God wishes us to stop and rest in him and his finished work of salvation 
for us for 24 hours! 

But then we know from practice that stepping back and stopping our self-directed, self-
accomplishing, attempts at self-sufficiency and taking a 24 hour day of rest, doesn’t hurt us but really 
creates a life well lived.  And most weeks we remember but to each of us comes the challenge of a big 
deadline, a special event, the demand of the work place and it stretches our faith to know all that needs 
to be done by some deadline and we stop and do nothing to push that ball forward but when we honor 
God’s Sabbath rest we’ve seen amazing things come together.  Maybe we lost a job over taking that rest 
but a different one came along, and maybe it’s a better match for our gifts and talents.  Or we’ve 
honored God’s day of rest and seen amazing pieces fit and be accomplished in impossible amounts of 
time.   
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But to take that day is to walk by faith and trust God with our time. To rest in God and stop all 
activity of self-advancement we know makes it more likely that ours will be a life well lived. It’s crazy 
but we know that we have more time when we give up the day each week to God. 

Let me just say that if you wish for a life well lived when it comes to money, then tithe.   
For anyone who may not know, to tithe is to hand over to God 10% of your increase. And despite our 
guest’s clever tithe deduction scheme I’m pretty sure that’s not the scriptural plan. 

You may not be aware, I wasn’t, that tithing to the gods was a practice of many of the ancient 
cultures.  

Mel Rees wrote: “Although theologians disagree about the origin, purpose, and principle of 
tithing, they all agree on one point: It is of great antiquity. The Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians, and 
Sumerians paid a tenth of their incomes to their gods as a fixed rule centuries before God through the 
prophet Malachi accused the Hebrews of robbing God when they withheld their tithes. In fact, one of the 
largest buildings in Babylon was the storehouse for the tithes used in heathen worship. Aristotle, 
Xenophon, Herodotus, Pliny, and Cicero all mention the payment of the tithe as a very old custom 
amounting to a law in their day among their people.”	

Many of you must think, “You’ve got to be kidding me? I can’t make end’s meet, I never have 
enough, and you’re saying that I will have a life well lived if I live on 90% or less than I do now? Yes, 
that’s what I’m saying except I’m only saying it as a quote from God almighty. 

Leviticus 27:30 says, “A tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain or fruit, belongs to the 
Lord and must be set apart to him as holy.” 

And of course so many of us are familiar with Malachi 3: 8-10 Maybe hearing it from the Message 
Paraphrase will catch our ear.  

“Do honest people rob God? But you rob me day after day.”  You ask, ‘How have we robbed you?’ 

“The tithe and the offering—that’s how! And now you’re under a curse—the whole lot of you—because 
you’re robbing me.  Bring your full tithe to the Temple treasury so there will be ample provisions in my 
Temple. Test me in this and see if I don’t open up heaven itself to you and pour out blessings beyond 
your wildest dreams.  For my part, I will defend you against marauders, protect your wheat fields and 
vegetable gardens against plunderers. You’ll be voted ‘Happiest Nation.’ You’ll experience what its like 
to be a country of grace.”  

God’s promised blessing sounds like a life well lived. 

Most of you have heard this before, but since God is calling for honesty let’s be painfully honest. First 
let’s recognize that as a denomination Seventh-day Adventists are good givers, and that in the SDA 
denomination churches next to other SDA institutions have a higher percentage of members who support 
financially, and compared to many other SDA churches we do well in percentage of members 
supporting.  

But based on the dollars that come in through this local congregation, if you combine all giving to our 
church both Tithe and Offerings and lets assume that everyone is returning to God an honest tithe, it 
would mean that the average family’s combined income is under $50k.  The honest reality is that while 
some of us are returning God’s tithe to him plus more, that unfortunately many in our congregation are 
not testing God in this way, are not in faith believing God will supply all our needs according to his 
great mercy as we walk not by sight but by faith, and this is sad.  
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It is sad not just because there is more we could be doing to improve our community and bring justice to 
the poor and share God’s grace more but it is sad because all of the joy and confidence and freedom 
from guilt and blessing God wishes to bestow are blocked by our lack of faith in God’s provision.  

This week I asked several people “Why do you think God initiated the whole “Tithing” thing?” 

I particularly liked one of the responses.  They said because God knew that most tempting and easiest 
substitute God is money. 

Unfortunately too often we think of  Tithe as either  
1-the source of income for the ministry or  
2-as a standard of giving.  

It is neither. Although God specified that the Levites (the priests) were to be supported from the 
tithe, this was not the reason for it just the use. Neither can the tithe be considered as a standard of 
giving, for one can never give something that does not belong to him.  

In reality, the tithing principle was designed for the benefit of the individual. In this sense it has 
two functions besides being a recognition of God's sovereignty. 
1-It will prevent pride of ownership and  
2-It guarantees the freedom of dependence. 

Pride of ownership, so deeply ingrained in the human heart, tends toward self-dependence; 
depending on one's self will ultimately result in self-destruction. Without the agency of divine power no 
person is capable of perpetuating his existence. God just didn't want anyone to self-destruct.   

Faithful tithing and giving offerings reminds us that we are only stewards of God’s stuff.  Our 
money, our property, our stuff seems like it is ours but one day we will be gone and it will all be 
someone else’s to manage, but it all belongs to God. 

Faithfulness in tithing reminds us that we are not dependent on what we can do but our true 
dependence, the glorious place of freedom is found in our dependence on God. 
I know from personal experience that if you pay your bills first, if you dole out your dollars to even a 
careful budget you will not consistently have 10% left over for tithe.  This is why the bible talks about 
“first fruits” set aside God’s tithe first.  If you don’t trust yourself to not invade it go to your bill pay 
online and hit send, or put a check in an envelope and mail it, go to the app and do it first. And extend 
your faith that God will so bless the rest to meet  your needs. 
 A life well lived comes to us as we honor God’s expectations.  
As a church family it is important to understand how this works within our denomination.  

Let’s just say that the Holy Spirit takes today’s message and every member and attender of FHC 
is convicted by the Holy Spirit and begins or continues to return a faithful tithe to the Lord and each pay 
period. 

If every member did that and if every member put that on the line on the envelop or app or online 
giving that is labeled  “Tithe”, that while the resources of the Florida Conference might notice and 
income increase, in about 3 months this local church would be bankrupt. 

Our system is set up so that while we collect the tithe at the local church we cannot spend any of 
that tithe.  From the 1.5 million we collected in tithe last year, what comes back to directly benefit our 
church from that are our pastoral salaries.  No non-pastoral salaries are paid at our church from tithe.  
Last year you gave a total of $2,481,000 but to operate our program we needed an additional $568,400 
which we got from facility rental, Children’s Academy, and Investment Income.  
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There seems to be little question that scripturally tithe and possibly a second tithe supported ministry 
and cared for the poor. 

Today in our system the funds designated as tithe pay pastoral salaries and all the expense of 
operating the conferences, union, division and general conference.  It is important for you as members to 
know that in North America there is a bit more than one full time employee in an office somewhere for 
every full time employee in serving directly in churches or evangelism. Globally it is just under one on 
one.  

While we have been, and will continue to be strict about use of “tithe” the reality is that one of 
our denominational founders, Ellen White used her tithe sometimes to support ministers outside of the 
regular church channels. Some people even sent her their tithes, which she accepted and put to good use 
outside of the regular channels.(EGW “Watson Letter,” Spalding-Magan’s Unpublished Manuscript 
Testimonies of EGWp. 215-216) 

David Newman, in an article in Ministry Magazine back in 1997 wrote, based on EGW’s 
practice, that, “A person is not sinning if they desire to pay their tithe through alternative storehouses. 

Supporting our denomination, and our tithing structure and utilization must be understood to be 
our organizational choice. The system that exists has created a great worldwide ministry, due in part to 
our tithing system.  There are great advantages to having sisterhood of churches that can collectively do 
some things better than individual churches can. I’m glad we have a Florida Conference, I support it 
with my tithe. 

I’m glad we have Academies, and a camp, and legal services, and other supports. And we must 
remember that the conference is simply a consortium of local churches 

We must recognize what a former NAD President,  Charles Bradford, said, and wrote, “There is 
no church but the local church.” And as local churches flourish our sisterhood of churches, our 
denomination flourishes and as local churches wither and shrink and die so too will the denomination.  

We have a great system and there are great benefits to paying tithe to the conference and every 
believer must exercise their freedom to choose, and Paul says , “Each person should give what they have 
decided in their heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 
Cor 9:7) 

So lets return to a life well lived in honoring god’s expectations. 
100% of everything everywhere is Gods.  The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it. The world and all 
its people belong to him.” Ps 24:1 

It is God who gives you and me the ability to gain wealth. Even that can’t be done without his 
life giving power.  

While everything is God’s what he places in our hands by his grace he wants us to provide for 
needs and enjoyment.  We are responsible to manage it well but our responsibility is only for 90% of our 
increase. We are judged good and faithful stewards by our management of that 90% and God says I 
want you to have a life well lived. I want you to live in the freedom of full dependence on me and I want 
to make sure you never delude yourself that you are owner. Returning that first fruits that first 10% of 
your increase will keep you from pride of ownership, that’s why I’m so clear that to keep it is to rob 
from me.   

You want a life well lived bring all your tithe, give offerings, and let it have the effect of the 
blessing God wants to be yours, a life well lived. 
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