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February 17, 2018 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
1 Peter 2:17 Olympic Values: Respect by Andy McDonald 
 
We are deep into the Winter Olympics and I hope you are enjoying them. Last week I explained that 
when we recognized the Olympics would dominate our world in February, we decided to do three 
sermons on the Olympic Values – Friendship, which we dug into last week, Respect which we will 
consider today, and Excellence which we will pursue next week.  
 
This week I’ve been impressed at the call and command of God regarding this concept and practice 
captured in the word respect.  And I have been convinced that so much of the insanity we feel, the 
craziness we see reported politically, the conflicts over race, gender, economics, the exclusivism of 
nationalistic focus and religious fundamentalism find their root in casual abandonment of this second 
Olympic value of respect.  
 
Athletics, the Olympic games, are wonderful excuses for us to reconsider our relationship to the value of 
respect.  
 
To understand what we mean when we talk about “respect” let’s start with athletics.  
 
Good sportsmanship starts with respecting your opponents. Without opponents there would be no game 
at all.  So it makes sense to respect a worthy adversary a worthy opponent.  
 
So what does it mean to show them “respect”? 
 
Well maybe we can get a handle on this concept by considering some of the synonyms of the word: 
Value, regard, recognize, be kind to, defer to,  pay attention, show consideration, show courtesy, take 
into account. 
 
These are great synonyms that give us some assist in understanding the meaning of this  great value of 
respect.   But sometimes we can define something best by thinking about practices that might convey the 
quality.  Sticking with the context of sports and competition… 
 
Liberty Mutual has come up with a list of  10 Ways to Respect Your Opponent 
1. Pre-Game Hand Shakes 

Respect your opponents right from the start.  Shake hands before the first whistle blows and wish 
your opponent good luck.  Maybe even exchange pennants or banners as a sign of respect. 

2. Huddle Up for Sportsmanship 
As the team huddles before the game, coaches and team captains alike remind everyone that 
you’ll be playing fair, playing by the rules, and respecting your opponents. 

3. Play by the Rules 
Respecting your opponents means playing fair and playing by the rules. Honor the game by 
abiding by those rules and graciously accept penalties when you break them. 

4. Pick Up Your Opponent 
If your opponent falls, gets knocked down, be the first to outstretch your hand and help pick 
them up. 

5. Cheer, Don’t Jeer 
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During the game, cheer for your team in a positive, encouraging way and don’t jeer, boo, or 
demean the other team. 

6. Take Out the Trash 
Respecting opponents means refusing to trash talk.  That means no fighting words, insults, 
profanity, ribbing, teasing, or challenges.  Let your play speak for itself. 

7. Thank Opposing Players 
End the game with high fives and “good-games” for your opponents. A good opponent helps 
bring out your best – thank them for that. It’s a privilege to play against them. 
 

8. Thank Opposing Coach 
Coaches are a big part of any team. Respecting your opponent means not only respecting the 
players but also the coach.  Thank the opposing coach for preparing this team to give you the 
opportunity to compete. 

9. Handshakes in the Stands 
Fans should get in on good sportsmanship too!  Shake the hands of the opposing team parents 
and fans, saying ‘good-game’ and thanking them for cheering and supporting good 
sportsmanship. 

10. Reward Good Sportsmanship 
Want your team to demonstrate good sportsmanship and respect opponents?  Then reward that 
behavior.  Create a Golden T-Shirt Award given post-game to the player who demonstrated great 
sportsmanship and honored opponents. 

  
The games might be a great place for us to learn this value of respect. 
 
Jim Thorpe was a native American  born in 1887 and grew up in the Sac and Fox Nation.  In high school 
he played 11 different sports.  In the 1912 Olympic Games in Sweden he earned two gold medals. One 
in the pentathlon consisting of 5 different skills and the other in the decathlon which is the combination 
of 10 different skills.  The King of Sweden said to him, “You are the greatest athlete in the world.” He 
had respected his competitors, he had won the respect of fans and dignitaries alike, but after the games  
the IOC demanded he return his medals because he was paid for playing baseball in 1909 and 1910.  
Then there were different rules that qualified an athlete to compete. 
 
Jim Thorpe didn’t fight, didn’t demand rights, but he respected the  IOC’s decision and gave his medals 
back.  It wasn’t until after his death that they changed their ruling and in 1983 his medals were returned 
to his children. Jim respected his fellow athletes, he respected the rulings of the IOC  
 
When two athletes come to compete each wants the exact opposite outcome. How can they respect one 
another?  The very contest itself demands a recognition of the other competitors and if they are worthy 
competitors then it causes the play to be ratcheted up to a new level of play.  Each opponent emulating 
the moves and strategy of the other.  
 
I think we’ve seen this respect as athletes who have been edged out by competitors by just hundredths of 
a second that mean no medal or silver or bronze instead of gold, with respect hug and congratulate the 
winners.  
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I’m telling you this is a learned behavior and one we all need to learn. 
  For those who think it’s a natural gift your babies must have been different than mine. Babies don’t 
respect, toddler, etc.  
I’m tell you this is a learned behavior and one we all need to learn. 

Can you imagine some of the protests, peaceful or violent, ending with the two sides embracing 
the opposition?  Respecting worthy opponents? 

Can you imagine both sides of the isle in congress debating for hours and then breaking and 
going to lunch together?  Great disgust at opposing ideas and great respect for the people holding them. 
Bitter disagreement ideologically with shared competition both seeking to make the world a better place 
but from different perspectives.   

If athletes who are competing for the single gold medal can recognize that being an opponent is a 
positive relationship, not a negative one, might that be possible in the wider practice of life together as 
citizens and even as nations? 

This was de Coubertin’s dream for the Olympics. In the book The Olympic Movement and the 
Sport of Peacemaking, the authors write, “In the end, this is not valid only for individual athletes, but 
respect for other is also related to bigger units, such as nations.  This is captured in the notion of 
internationalism.  For de Coubertin, internationalism means, ‘respect for not destruction of, native 
countries.” This calls for high respect for the widest variety of human cultures. 

 Competition whether on the athletic field or in a debate, at its best is to question together. 
Question our abilities as compared to our opponents, to question our beliefs, convictions, philosophy as 
we strive together.  

But today on our athletic fields there is trash talk on the field and booing in the stands. In our 
arenas of debate there is the attack of the holder of the idea or philosophy, belief or conviction instead of 
attacking the idea or philosophy, belief or conviction itself.  

We attack Mr. Jones instead of Mr. Jones idea or motion or belief. Instead of disliking Mr. Jones 
idea we villainize and dislike Mr. Jones, and this is a tragic lack of respect with dangerous 
consequences.  

There is concern even in sport. The editors of The Olympic Movement and the Sort of 
Peacemaking include this warning: “If sport competition remains as excessive as it tends to be today – 
with its tendencies towards competition at all costs, self-promotion and the search for fame and rewards 
– it is likely that its outcomes will not be in line with Olympic values.” 

So what about us?  What responsibility, what directive do we have as Christians regarding this 
concept of respect.  

Let me just say prepare to be stretched.  I wasn’t prepared.  As I worked on this sermon it was 
easy to think about how Olympians should be demanded to show respect for one another.  I even sort of 
got up on my high horse about how nations ought to respect each other. But what about me?  What 
about you as a follower of Christ how far does this respect thing get pushed? 

I love contemporary translations of the Bible. I love trying to put ancient words in a framework 
that chances the best understanding of people today.  Across the board in newer translations 1 Peter 2:17  
provides a sweeping call to respect.  It says, “Show proper respect to everyone. Love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honor the king.” 

This is Peter writing and he begins this section in vs 13: “Submit yourselves for the Lords sake to 
every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, 
who are sent by him…” 
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I have to imagine when Peter’s letter arrived in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, that 
when the people Peter calls God’s elect, strangers in the world, when they came to vs 13-17 they were 
like, “What?” 

Peter do you know who the king is?  Like this is Nero.  He has Christians killed for sport and 
entertainment. What are you thinking suggesting that we “show respect for everyone,” that we “honor 
the king.” 

Why does Peter call us to show proper respect to everyone? Maybe it is related to why Jesus 
calls us to “Love our enemies.  To do good to those who would do us harm. Because every human being 
is created in the image of God. 

You have never looked into the eyes of a person who doesn’t matter to God and if they matter to 
God they matter. They should understand if they matter to God they matter to us and they matter to 
themselves. 

This wasn’t an easy lesson for the early church to learn. Peter, who wrote our text for today, 
Show proper respect to everyone, at one point found that hard to practice.  Waiting for lunch on the roof 
Peter had the same vision three times, a sheet let down to earth full of all kinds of animals and reptiles 
and birds and a voice told him to get up, kill, and eat.  Peter replied, “Surely not, Lord! I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean.”  The voice spoke again, “Do not call anything impure that god has 
made clean.”  The interpretation of this vision is understood when Peter says later, “God has shown me 
that I should not call any man impure or unclean.” 

Jesus won’t let us off the hook. He says very clearly that we are to love not just our friends and 
family, not just those with whom we work and play, not just those who are for us, but he calls us to love 
our enemies, those who are in direct opposition, who may wish us harm.  

On the cross he doesn’t relish their action. He doesn’t respect their total disregard of him.  He 
doesn’t respect unjust sentencing.  But he respects the people.  He prays, “Father forgive them for they 
don’t know what they are doing.”   

So what will this mean in our lives today? It means we will celebrate our gifts and talents, how 
God has made us and we will respect and value all the parts of the body each with wonderful differences 
that make the body whole. 
 
It means we will respect God and his teachings for us 
 
It means we will respect and care for the elderly 
 
It means we will respect everyone treating everyone with politeness and courtesy and that we will listen 
and share without rudeness. 
 
Maybe its just following those 10 ways to respect our opponents.  
 
They are important enough to make the back of the Take Away. 
 
What an amazing value RESPECT! And when we practice it we can change the world.   
 
Paul sums it up well in Romans 13:7  Give everyone what you owe them: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if 
revenue, then revenue; if respect than respect; if honor, then honor. 
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