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October 13, 2018 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Gen 3:6; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Gal 5:14 The Church: Fallen and Rescued  

by Andy McDonald 
 

Today is the second in our series on the church and we aren’t talking 
about architecture, or divisions of the church called denominations, but 
we are talking about the universal Body of Christ, the church and those 

who are part of it. The church is the supreme focus of our God. 
 

Last week we learned or were reminded that the rock solid and only 
foundation for the church is other directed love. When God determined 

to draw a larger circle of fellowship he created human beings in his 
image and part of that creation was the recognition that it is impossible 

to build his church in isolation. 
 

There was no way for God to reveal himself to us in the fullness of 
what he wished us to know, with us experiencing life alone.  Love 

needs an object.  God knew this from the eternal fellowship in his own 
experience as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and so his initial church is 

the life sharing unit of Adam and Eve, who were to be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the whole earth and subdue it.  This was God’s plan 
that relational units manifesting his image would disseminate to the 
entire planet his likeness which is self-giving other directed love. 

 
But God’s kids, Adam and Eve, were not faithful. They were deceived 

by the father of lies. 
 

Instead of self-giving they became self-grasping. 
Instead of pursuing God’s glory they pursued their own glory 

Instead of loving the other they sank to self-preservation by blaming 
the other. 

 
After stepping into misdirected love, the very definition of sin, what is 

their next move?  They hear God walking in the perfect, beautiful, 
pristine, garden in the cool of the evening, and instead of running to be 

with God, to be next to their creator they hide. 
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And from that very moment of sin and hiding and running from 
relationship, God has been at work to engage in rescuing and restoring 

his intention for his family the church. 
 

Noah’s family is selected to restore God’s intention but his progeny 
become self-grasping. 

Abraham’s family is chosen and he’s told that through his family, “all 
the families of the earth will be blessed.”  But this family falls for the 
lies of the devil and they begin the long family history of loving God 

and serving him and then becoming self-grasping, and finally they 
repent for a while then over and over that family of Israel falls to live 

up to its calling. 
 

Israel, this chosen family, God’s church of the Old Testament is 
defective at the core of its being, incapable of revealing God and his 

love to the world. 
 

God wasn’t caught off guard by Israel’s failure.  It had served the 
purposes of God to bring to reality the fullness of time when God sent 
his son Jesus. Born of a virgin, right at the perfect juncture of history. 

 
God had predicted this moment would come.  God promised to give 
people a new heart, to write his law within a person. To put his Spirit 

within his people. That’s what Jeremiah and Ezekiel had predicted (Jer 
31:31-33; Ezekiel  16:26-27) 

 
This new law wouldn’t be a long list of regulations but instead the law 
of love. Paul would eventually write to the Galatians (5:14) “For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  God had said it centuries before to Israel—the exact 
message in Leviticus 19:18. 

 
The story of Jesus is no fairy tale.  Jesus the Christ comes to this earth. 
He retraces the steps where our primordial parents messed up. He lives 
his whole life in pure and constant self-giving other directed love.  Not 

once did he cave to misdirected self-grasping love. 
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Oh he was tempted. Satan himself assaults him after Jesus has fasted 

for 40 days. He tries his best. 
 

Use your divine power and create some food, grab some for yourself. 
You are lonely, you long for the fellowship you had in heaven with the 

angels  grab some of their attention for yourself.  It’s a long arduous 
road to rescue this planet, grab some ease for yourself, just bend the 

knee and worship  me, Lucifer said and I’ll give this whole world back. 
 

In the hours leading up to and in the crucifixion itself, like the old song 
says, “He could have called 10,000 angels”,  he could have self-grasped 

a rescue, but he died alone for you and me. 
 

And Paul caught what had happened.  Now the mystery was revealed, 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27 and it isn’t a 

singular you, this gift, the indwelling love of Jesus Christ is given 
within a plurality of human hearts.  It is a blessing conferred on a 
collection of people that make up his body the church. Sure Christ 

comes into our hearts individually. 
 

John incarcerated on the Isle of Patmos is given a vision of Jesus 
saying, “Look!  Here I stand at the door and knock. If you hear me 

calling and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal as 
friends.” Revelation 3:20  This is Christ in you the hope of glory—and 

remember the glory of God is his self-giving other directed love. 
 

Every person individually opens that door to Christ and then 
collectively all those together make up the Body of Christ, the universal 

Body of Christ.  Many of those who make up the Body of  Christ 
belong to some tribe, denomination, or division of the Body while 

others affiliate in different types of local congregations. 
 

But one of the things I want you to grasp today is that if you are a 
follower of Jesus Christ you are part of the giant God thing called the 
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Body of Christ and that body is only as healthy and strong as its outlets, 

those places called the local church. 
There are places where the local church is well thought of and 

respected and admired, but they are shrinking.  More and more there 
are increasing number of places that question the validity of the church, 
and by extension they question the sanity of those who identify as part 

of that body. 
 

And like last week, lets be honest the church has often failed.  We can’t 
erase, no matter how much we might like,  the bigoted, mean spirited, 

misdirected, wrong headed behaviors and choices the church has 
sometimes made down through the centuries. 

 
Unfortunately it has, on occasions, lost its way.  It has become self-

reliant instead of casting all of its cares on Jesus.  It has become self-
promoting instead of pointing people to Jesus.  It has acted on the 
principles of Satan’s kingdom and attempted to force obedience  

instead of remembering that love wins and love leads to obedience. 
 

We can’t deny… 
There was the Inquisition. 

History reminds us of the bloody crusades. 
And in our recent history we’ve had people who claim to be members 

of Christ’s body say and do horrible things in support of racial 
supremacy and despicable behavior to children. 

 
Our misdirected love, our self-grasping in Christ’s body the church, has 

been and is real.  But, and this is an important conjunction, but the 
church, the Christian church, the universal Body of Christ has so much 

more improved our world than made it worse. People forget history. 
 

In almost every realm, and in almost every chapter since Jesus walked 
in Galilee, his followers have improved the world, and you walk in that 
heritage. ( don’t get a big head it isn’t your doing but Christ in you the 

hope of glory) 
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It is important to remember that when we talk about the influence of 
Christianity we are talking about the influence of the practitioners of 

Christianity the church those who see themselves as a part of the body 
of Christ.  When we are talking about the difference Christianity has 
made in the world it is in fact the difference the church the body of 

Christ  has made. 
 

Alvin Schmidt authored a book entitled, “How Christianity Changed 
the World and the history is really astounding.  He covers an extensive 

list of the effect of the Christian church’s influence on our world: 
Sanctity of human life, sexual morality, Women’s rights, Charity and 

Compassion, hospitals and health care, Education, labor and economic 
freedom, science, liberty and justice, abolition of slavery, Art and 

architecture, music, literature and the list goes on. 
 

Impact 360 Institute put together this video to answer the question, 
“What good is Christianity?” 

 
(This is the link to the video we watched at this point) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndFYFQ63LQc 

 
Our world is plagued with sin. All around us we see the influence of 

misdirected love and self-grasping. There are wars between countries, 
and conflicts between genders, and races, and poltical parties, and 
generations and just about everywhere we look darkness seems to 

descend. 
 

But our time is no different really from any time in the history since the 
fall. And we are called as part of the body of Christ to be light in the 
world of darkness.  To bring the flavor and preservation as the salt of 

the earth. 
 

In and through his people Christ has affected so much good and healing 
and care and he wants to  keep doing it. Recognize your heritage.  

Stand up straight and tall.  Don’t be afraid of the darkness.  You are 
part of the body of Christ, a people fallen and rescued.  The Lord’s 
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word to Zerubbabel is his word to you in the face of a world spinning 
out of control in need a of a million fixes.  Take courage church, it 
won’t be by your might or by your power but it will be by my spirit 

says the Lord. 
 

When you hear the church, the body of Christ put down, maybe when 
you even hear yourself bashing it a bit, stop and think about what it has 
already done and take courage against the odds remembering we can do 
it again.  We can bring light that will dispel the darkness. We can bring 

flavor and preservation the world our God loves. We can make a 
difference because we know that greater is he that is in you than he that 

is in the world. 
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