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September 29, 2018 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Leviticus 18:4 John 14:15, 23-24 Great Question: How important is it to God that we “behave? by Andy 
McDonald 
 
Today is the last of this year’s series, “Great Question.”  Our Centered Group ages 18-30 were asked 
what question would they like to have addressed in a sermon and for the month of September we’ve 
been addressing questions.  
 
Today’s question is one many of us have probably asked ourselves. It is one that will undoubtedly be 
asked more as our culture, our world moves away from absolutes and continues to develop language like 
“my truth” or “her truth” or “his truth” or even “their truth” as opposed to “THE TRUTH.” 
 
We may argue for truth in the scientific realm, believing that if we can test it and “prove” it in the lab 
then it is verifiable truth.  But our culture is becoming much more fluid when it comes to spiritual and 
moral truth.  More and more of the people in our neighborhood have this almost “que sera sera” way of 
thinking that everything is up in the air and whatever will be will be.  You have your truth and I have 
mine.  There is an increasing disregard for biblical norms, biblical truth. 
 
Follow this line of thinking—if there are no norms, no biblical truth with which we can line up, then the 
question for today is very valid: 
“How important is it to God that we “behave?”  
 
For me it is a sad question.  In it I hear a question that betrays a gross misunderstanding of God.  Maybe 
you don’t hear it but my ear picks up the notion that God is like an overbearing parent who is out to put 
us on some kind of restriction for not behaving. What’s really not fair about this is that with God being 
omni present there’s no way for him to not know about our misbehavior.  We might be able to fool our 
parents, we might pull the proverbial wool over their eyes and even get away with some misbehavior. 
But God sees all.   
 
For just a moment let’s ask ourselves what “behaving” might look like.  
 
Are we talking about not watching an R rated movie? Is that behaving? 
Is dressing simple and modest part of behaving?  Is eating right behaving? Is not smoking behaving?  Is 
going vegan behaving? Is not swearing behaving? Certainly not murdering anyone would be part of 
behaving!   
 
“How important is it to God that we “behave?”  
 
If we search scripture and discover all the directives of God, his commands, his laws, his wishes it 
seems that it is really important to God that we behave translated obey.    Leviticus 18:4 says it straight 
up: “You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the Lord your God.”  Jesus 
comes and he says “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.” 
 
We, we are so egocentric.  This whole concept, this question while it is written, “How important is it to 
God that we “behave?” it seems to really be “How important is it to God that I “behave?”   
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This really is a question for people who believe in God.  I mean if you don’t believe in God this question 
is nonsensical! But once we become a Christian we discover there’s a long list of things God doesn’t 
want in our lives and coming into a friendship with God we take on this huge sense of responsibility to 
please him. 
 
It reminds me a little of coming into the relationship with the person you will marry.   Once you know 
that person they may not be making overt demands on us but there is this sense of responsibility of 
wanting to please them and have them pleased with us. 
 
With God this is a much larger deal because in order to be with him, for us to be in harmony with him 
and be able to even exist in his presence we don’t just have to behave but we have to behave perfectly, 
and when we are even remotely honest with ourselves we are painfully aware of the gap between God’s 
commands, God’s directives, God’s perfection and our performance.  And once we’ve moved into some 
degree of friendship with God, we hunger for the closure of that gap.  
 
One author suggests that we attempt to close the gap in one of two ways.  Some try to lower God’s 
standard and say things like, “God doesn’t really mean...and we fill in the directive with the one where 
we most often fail.  Or, and this is much more likely, we determine to close the gap by trying harder to 
raise our performance by behaving.  We say, “I’ll try harder to…” 
 
Listen up, God is aware of the gap, the distance between his ideal for us and our performance. He won’t 
discount his standard.  He knows he means what he has said, and he knows  that we can go to the 
spiritual gym and work out every day multiple times a day, we can get coaching and a personal spiritual 
trainer and go after making up the gap for our entire lives and God knows our trying harder to behave 
won’t shrink the gap. 
 
What is his answer?  What does he say about the gap?  It is there. BUT you have put your faith not in 
you but in Jesus.  You have received him into your life, you have been forgiven, declared righteous, 
precious in his eyes, held in his hand of care. You are completely his and he loves you unconditionally 
in spite of the gap.  
 
Paul writes: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand.” 
 
God’s not looking for some kind of repayment…it is a gift not a bribe to get us to behave.  
 
Fixing the gap between the expectation of perfect behavior and how we behave is Christ in you the hope 
of glory. 
 
God chose you before the foundation of the world and called you to be his.  
God came to earth, the great condescension, for you 
God personally died for your sins 
God made sure you heard the gospel 
God offered to set up residence in your life 
God gave you the desire to know him and respond to him  
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You said yes, opened the door where he was knocking, let him in 
God entered your life, declared you righteous and forgiven and called you his own.  
 
We became Christians by responding to God in faith and we are to live the Christian life “behaving” 
simply by responding to God in faith.  The weight of responsibility and ability stays with God.  
 
Paul got the gap between the ideal behavior and our behaving. He wrote, “I have the desire to do what is 
good , but I cannot carry it out… the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.  What a wretched 
man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 
 
When we feel the failure of misbehaving we must turn to scripture. 
Paul writes: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Lets consider for just a moment behaving in harmony with one of the clearest of God’s commands in all 
of scripture.  When God says for us to love each other he doesn’t intend for us to rush off to 
enthusiastically show him how loving we can be.  What he wants is for us to depend on him. To go to 
him and say something like, “God I ask you to live in my heart and cause me to see this person as you 
do, and put love in my heart for this person in the same way that you love them.  I cannot love them on 
my own, but ask that your great love would be produced in my life for them.” 
 
Unlike parenting children whom we want to mature to independence from the parent, WE DO NOT 
MATURE INTO INDEPENDENCE FROM GOD!” 
 
We don’t behave for God, performing our obedient acts for him, we let  
God perform his work in us. 
 
Worrying about our behavior may be a sign that we are still under the law. Paul writes it clearly, “You 
are not under the law.”  Humans are not justified by observing the law, by behaving, but by faith in 
Jesus Christ…by observing the law (by behaving) no one will be justified.” Galatians 2:16 
 
The bible doesn’t say that when we fail to behave we should try harder.  God knows that won’t work. In 
fact I think most of us can testify that when we sin and then commit to try harder we simply cycle to 
more sin and more trying harder in a never ending cycle of defeat and effort defeat and effort.   The 
bible has a different plan.  
 
When we fail to behave when we sin we confess it and we trust God to cleanse us and we put our 
confidence in God and not in our behavior.  
 
Is it important to God that we behave? Of course.  He knows that following him, obeying what he has 
set out will make us happiest and most fulfilled and joyful. But he also knows our frailty of sin and that 
if we take it head on sin wins.  
 
But the behaving that will allow him to make a difference in us is to simply remain in him, connected to 
him, and the life in him like the life in a vine will produce the fruit of love, joy, peace, goodness, self-
control, gentleness, patience… 
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Benjamin Zander and his wife Rosamund came up with a plan to free his graduate students of their 
anxiety of failure in his class on the art of musical performance.   In the world of academia so much 
hangs on the grade.  Each student wishes to discover the quirks of their teacher to know what angle to 
play to land the coveted A grade. The fear of messing up of their performance of misbehaving, held 
them back from taking risks to reach new levels of performance.  
 
Here’s what he did.  He announced to the class, “Each student in this class will get an A for the course. 
However, there is one requirement that you must fulfill to earn this grade. Sometime during the next two 
weeks, you must write me a letter dated next May, which begins with the words, “Dear Mr Zander, I got 
my A because…” and in this letter you ware to tell, in as much detail as you can, the story of what will 
have happened to you by next May that is in line with this extraordinary grade.” 
 
Get over your behavior.  Sure God loves it when you and I behave because he knows it is in our best 
interest.  But you’ve got your “A” 
You can’t improve the grade he’s already given you. You didn’t earn it but he believes that knowing you 
have the A will influence you to act and respond and risk and perform life more like an A student than a 
F student.  
 
Left to our performance, our behaving, there’s no possibility of fellowship, friendship, of knowing God, 
of coming into communion with him or even one another.  But today we gather as the messes we are to 
worship the God who saves, to encourage one another, and to be in communion with our fellow A 
students and with one who earned the A we’ve been given. 
 
So “How important is it to God that we “behave?” so important that he behaved perfectly in Jesus Christ 
and he credits that perfect behavior to our account and by it we are brought into communion with God 
himself. 
 
So he invites us to the table. We don’t earn a seat.  We aren’t invited in because we have behaved. It is 
all his performance on our behalf, he takes the test, he earns the A and then it is written in the divine 
grade book by our name.   
He is the vine we are the branches and in this service we call the Lord’s supper we are renewed in our 
connection with Jesus as we take the bread representing his body broken for us, and dip it in the grape 
juice representing the blood he poured out for us we have communion with him and with one another. 
 
As Seventh-day Adventists we practice “open communion” and invite all followers of Jesus to come and 
share in receiving these symbols of Jesus body and blood.  
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