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November 17, 2018 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Psalm 107:1 Give Thanks to the Lord: His Love Endures Forever, by 
Andy McDonald 
 
There’s a tradition that will occur around many thanksgiving tables this 
Thursday.  Maybe prior to the meal maybe afterwards each one around 
the plentiful or scanty table will share something for which they are 
thankful.  
 
Being grateful, having a heart of thankfulness, is a great habit to 
nurture, not just on Thanksgiving Day, but as part of our lives, part of 
our attitude, 24/7.  
 
This month our series of sermons are called “Give Thanks to the Lord.” 
In response to that declaration, that statement that imperative command 
we might ask “Why?” and so  are considering 4 of God’s attributes or 
characteristics or behaviors that serve as motivators or causes that 
might fill up our hearts and spill over in giving thanks to the Lord, 
simply for who he is and what those implications are for us. 
 
We began the month recalling God’s Wonderful Deeds and we 
recognized that high on his list of deeds is that he takes our mess, all 
our failures, all of our dropped balls, all the times we have missed the 
mark, all the moments of active rebellion, and he removes them from 
us by his action and sets them apart from us as far as the east is from 
the west.  And maybe you’ll recall one of the lines in the song 
following the message that said, And as you speak, a hundred billion 
failures disappear. He makes your failures disappear Oh, Give thanks to 
the Lord.  
 
Last week we were reminded that God is Absolutely Righteous.  The 
only true and real righteousness is God’s Righteousness and all other 
righteousness is counterfeit.  And the amazing thing is that God in his 
generosity, out of his very character of righteousness, gives it to us in 
Christ.  And it is his righteousness that reconciles all things to himself 
and that includes you and me.  That when we accept Jesus, that which 
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Jesus has already done, is made real in us and we are, hidden in Jesus 
Christ 100% righteous.  We can’t get any more ready to be with God 
for all eternity, we can’t get any more ready for Jesus to return. We are 
made perfect, given the Righteousness of God, and all we can say again 
Give thanks to the Lord for his righteousness. 
 
Today I invite us to Give Thanks to the Lord, his love endures forever. 
 
Today we have been engaged in serving, engaged in loving our 
community. Engaged in fulfilling our mission of loving people into a 
lifelong friendship with God.  And as we think about living lives that 
are consistently loving people I don’t know about you, but I recognize 
that while God’s love endures forever ours might be a bit less enduring. 
 
People with chronic needs for our love and attention can be really 
exhausting.  
People we choose to serve, who receive our acts of love but then don’t 
manage our gifts so well, or who outwardly neglect or abuse or 
disregard or discount our love, can be hard to take. 
People we love but who seem to only want to get from us like leeches 
sucking blood from their host. 
 
Can make it difficult for us to be like God and have love that endures 
forever.  
 
If you want to have your love tested engage with someone battling 
addiction. For years my sister worked with addicts, alcohol and drugs, 
her husband worked with adolescents in trouble.  And, over the years 
we have talked about cases we have each dealt with that seemed to 
cycle through crisis and recovery, relapse and hopelessness, and then 
some ray of hope and one step forward and two steps back.  We have 
family members who have and are in what seems to be a constant battle 
with either addiction itself or the compounded effects of abuse of some 
substance and what that has done to their lives.    
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Those of us who work in what  might be called the “caring “ 
professions know first hand the cycle of cries for help that are really 
disguised roads to more of what they believe will satisfy their 
addiction.  And dealing with this mess often stretches love beyond its 
limits because it won’t mean have a day of service, it seems to become 
24/7 service.  It forces those who care to redefine love as we ask 
ourselves what is the really loving thing to do. 
 
David Sneff  wrote an amazing memoir called “beautiful boy” a 
father’s journey through his son’s addiction, and this amazing book has 
been made into a feature film that tells and shows the story.  
 
While the book and the movie might be seen as the story of David’s 
son Nic’s  addiction and treatment, recovery and relapse,  “beautiful 
boy”  is really an amazing story of a father’s journey. 
 
On the back cover of the book you can read these words: 
“What had happened to my beautiful boy?  To our family?  What did I 
do wrong? Those are the wrenching questions that haunted every 
moment of David Sheff’s journey through his son Nic’s addiction to 
drugs and tentative steps toward recovery.  Before Nic Sheff became 
addicted to crystal meth, he was a charming boy, joyous and funny, a 
varsity athlete and honor student adored by his wo younger siblings.  
After meth, he was a trembling wraith who lied, stole, and lived on the 
streets.  
 
In the book Sheff traces the first warning signs: the denial, the three 
A.M. phone calls—is it Nic? The police? The hospital?  David’s 
preoccupation with Nic became an addiction in itself, and the obsessive 
worry and stress took a tremendous toll.  But as a journalist he 
instinctively researched every avenue of treatment that might save his 
son and refused to give up on Nic.  The book and the movie bring 
immediacy to the emotional rollercoaster of loving a child who seems 
beyond help.  
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Whether you read it or see it what will mark you in its pages is the 
tenacious, constant, hard, and tough and tender love of a father for his 
son. His messed up, drug hardened, self-loathing, son.   
 
There’s another book that tells the same story. It is Nic’s book called 
Tweak where he chronicles his own journey growing up on meth. It is 
all tragic and hopeful.  
 
We sometimes sing a song here called One Thing Remains. 
 
Higher than the mountains that I face 
Stronger than the power of the grave 
Constant through the trial and the change 
One thing remains 
This one thing remains 
Your love never fails, and never gives up 
It never runs out on me 
 
King David  used other words in his songs  More than 35 times in the 
psalms we find the phrase “His love endures forever.” 
 
But listen, when we are caught in the addiction to sin, when we become 
self absorbed and imagine our sin is just our business, that it only affect 
us, we can become blind to the damage our bad choices make on 
others.  
 
How many times have we caved, disappointed, rebelled, relapsed? How 
have we hurt others by our choices? How many times have we said, 
“never again” only for there to be an again and again? 
 
David Sheff had an incredible and enduring love for his son Nic but it 
is nothing compared to the incredible love of God for you. 
 
The psalmist wrote, “Give thanks to the Lord, his love endures forever. 
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Listen, one of the devil’s greatest and maybe most effective lies that he 
screams in our ears is you aren’t loveable.   Look at what you’ve done. 
Look at your poor decisions, your failures, your sin.  God can’t love 
you—you’ve spit in his face.  
 
Unfortunately many times supposed God followers who may be very 
sincere have misrepresented God as they have made him out to almost 
wish people to burn in hell. 
 
Sometimes our choices may make it hard to think about even looking 
ourselves in the eye and we imagine that God is too embarrassed or 
ashamed or disappointed.  That when he thinks of us all that can come 
to his mind is disgust. 
 
But the truth is that how God thinks of you is not based on what you’ve 
done but on who God is.  Scripture says God is love. And our God is 
able to look at you and look at me and see not failure but potential.  Not 
the mess we’ve made of what we have been given but he sees his 
perfect creation that he has reconciled to himself.    
 
When God thinks of you, love swells in his heart and smile comes to 
his face. God bursts with love for humans.  You know it, you’ve heard 
it.  It is the best known verse in all of scripture.  “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son..” 
 
How I wish we could get this one thing straight in our minds.  This one 
thing changes every other thing. Getting this one thing straight can 
bring us  rest, and peace, and joy.  It can lower our blood pressure and 
reduce if not eradicate anxiety.  
 
Here it is. The Father’ love reflects the Father’s character, not the 
children’s behavior.  Responsible behavior does not increase the 
Father’s love, nor does irresponsible behavior decrease it.  His love is 
significant and constant and it endures forever.  
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I believe it is God’s plan to sink this truth so seriously into our lives 
that we become like God—loving people not because they are so 
loveable but because God’s love is poured into and through us into 
others. We love because he first loved us.  
 
When we go out to serve, as many of you did today, it isn’t to earn 
favor with God.  It isn’t to gain brownie points.  We don’t serve so we 
can report our service for some personal gain.  If we do it won’t last.  
 
For us to be people who love people into lifelong friendship with God 
we must know that we are loved.  We love because he first loved us.  
 
Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is good, his love 
endures forever.  Jeremiah 33:11. 
 
We are rushing toward Christmas and we will be focusing on the great 
condescension of God. His love endures forever so  he sets aside his 
life as God and becomes a baby. 
 
If we follow Christ’s life and ministry, death and resurrection he sets 
aside his life for another, for ours.  
 
And as God’s love pours into our lives, becoming constantly aware that 
his love endures forever, we are both freed and enable to set aside our 
lives for others, to set aside our agendas, our achievement, our 
recognition in order to benefit others, and our true fulfillment will come 
only from laying down our own life for God and others.  
 
This week as you celebrate Thanksgiving give thanks to the Lord, his 
love endures forever, and let that reality transform you to love people 
into lifelong friendship with God.   
 
There it is, how we respond to God’s love that endures forever,  
Give yourself away in love you may be the only Jesus they can see. 
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Thank you each for doing that today, and may God’s enduring love 
inspire you to do that every day as love people into a lifelong friendship 
with God.  
 
Benediction: 
 
Now go from this place and give thanks to the Lord, for he is good  His 
love endures forever.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good and when 
he thinks of you he smiles because his love endures forever. And go 
give yourself away because you know you are safe with him because, 
his love endures forever. Amen 
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