
1	
	

January 26, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Luke 14:15-24 My Busy Interests Eclipse God’s Party  by Andy McDonald 
 

This whole month and the first two weeks of February our focus of thought is a series called My 
My My.  Why?  Because it is just so easy for our lives to narrow so as to be all about ourselves.  As the 
stars, the leading actor in the play or movie called our life, we can easily relegate the people in our lives 
and especially those beyond our circle of friends as just extra’s in our movie. And we can allow our 
attention to be about my money, my comfort, my treasure, my interests, my gifts, my salvation, and so 
this series is about calling us in two directions. To recognize that everything that comes my way, every 
blessing, every benefit, every relationship isn’t just for my consumption but these benefits are ours for 
the opportunity and responsibility of sharing.  So we look inward at how God has blessed us.  We take 
stock of all we have materially, relationally, spiritually, the time we have been given and we count our 
blessings.  But then comes the other direction.  We don’t just count our blessings like counting pennies 
in our piggy bank before putting them back in that bank. Instead we count our blessings we take stock of 
all the things we’ve thought of as MY stuff, so that we might manage all the blessings well for God and 
the benefit of his kingdom enlarging and our privilege and responsibility of blessing others.  So that’s 
the context of our current series of messages My My My.  

Father, the psychological gravitational pull is strong for us to be self-focused. This can happen so 
easily for us as individuals, as families, as communities, as local churches, and as organizations called 
denominations. Somehow we imagine we deserve we are owed it is our right to have certain benefits and 
blessings.  So Father, open our eyes to our misdirected priorities and our assumptions of worthiness. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 

The setting is Jesus having Sabbath lunch at the house of a prominent Pharisee. We sometimes 
have so vilified the Pharisee’s as to imagine that Jesus was against them.  Jesus wasn’t against the 
Pharisee but only against their abuse of power, and twisted interpretation of scripture, and inconsistent 
practice obedience, and the gross hypocrisy they supported. 

Jesus loved Pharisees.  Jesus loved the very Pharisees that would conspire his crucifixion. 
You would think that a Pharisee and his Pharisee friends would know better than to have Jesus over for 
Sabbath lunch. The only reason they might is to find some evidence against him, but by now they should 
have known that he wasn’t the easiest, most compliant person they could have over.   They should have 
known that he will ask hard questions, give counter cultural advice, and tell stories that throw them in a 
bad light. Nevertheless, he’s invited.   

At lunch that day was a man suffering severe edema, swelling his arms and legs. Jesus asked the 
Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it permitted in the law to heal on the Sabbath or not?”  

First confrontation.  And their response—silence.  So Jesus takes hold of the man suffering and 
heals him and sent the guy home. 

Next Jesus asks, “If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will 
you not immediately pull him out?” Again they have no answer and remain silent.  

Jesus is watching the guests arriving for lunch and he notices that every one of them to person 
seems to be trying to sit near the head of the table, the places of greatest honor.  
 It was the perfect teachable moment, Jesus says:  “If you’re invited to a wedding feast, don’t 
always head for the best seat.  What if someone more respected than you has also been invited?  The 
host who invited both of you will have to come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then 
humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.  Instead take the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes, he will say, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’  Then you will be honored.  For the 
proud will be humbled but the humble will be honored.” 
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The tension in the room is escalating.  Jesus questions, healing, advice to honor seekers, is 

making the room uncomfortable, but Jesus just keeps turning up the heat.  
Here Jesus as a guest is there with this Pharisee and his friends, and relatives and fellow rich 

Pharisee neighbors, and Jesus, with great gentleness, kindness, respect, and love says to his host, “When 
you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich 
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But instead, when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although they can’t 
repay you tit for tat, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

You could cut the air at that dining room table with a knife. Uncomfortable is an understatement.  
And so one of the guests at the table in a moment of desperation to restore some comfort in the 

room said to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the banquet in the kingdom of God.” 
Jesus’ questions and statements had been met with silence.  And now the awkward silence is 

deafening. And this fellow diner is attempting to throw something out into the conversation that will get 
agreement. And it works.  Some heads nod.  There are some “um hum’s” even a few smiles break out.  

There is in this group a strong assurance that they have guaranteed seats at the great banquet 
table of God when his kingdom is established. 
They are convinced as most religious people in our world that God is on their side.  That they are so in 
line with God that he is nearly obliged to bless them.  One of the biggest temptations and greatest sins of 
the religious is to be impressed with their own performance and be guilty of the sin of self-righteousness 
which is always gross hypocrisy for none is righteous not even one.   

Jesus knows the assumptions of significance around that table. And Jesus says, “A certain man 
was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. When everything was ready and it was time to 
start the banquet, he sent his servant to tell those he had invited, “Come, for everything is now ready.” 

But they all alike began to make excuses.  
Jesus only shares three of the excuses as a sampling. This was a “great banquet and many guest had been 
invited.  But they ALL alike began to make excuses. All of the invited guests who said they’d be there, 
all began to make excuses of why they wouldn’t be able to make it.  

It was very different then than today.  You get the meal all ready whether you do it yourself or 
have it catered, and it’s a no show event. You just freeze what can be frozen, refrigerate some, and being 
eating what can’t be stored for later, and while there will undoubtedly be some waste you salvage much 
of the banquet.  Back then not so.  That’s why you confirm early on who and how many will be coming.  
There were animals to be slaughtered and prepared, etc.  And when it’s all ready and there’s a no show 
there are no freezers, or refrigerators.  To say you’d be there and then not show was considered a high 
insult.  

The first excuse was the guy who said, “I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. 
Please excuse me.” 

So you bought this field sight unseen?  Now you just have to at this very moment go look at your 
field? This couldn’t wait until tomorrow?  You knew you had this banquet and you couldn’t plan around 
it? 

No real necessity no real issue blocking the banquet 
The second excuse, “I’ve just bought five yoke of oxen and I’m on my way to try them out. Please 
excuse me.” 

So you bought them without trying them out? 
This can’t wait until tomorrow? 
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Each of these are offering an excuse and seeking to be excused from their agreement.  Excuses 
are simply attempts at self-justifying a fault or offense.  

The third says, I just got married, so I can’t come.  
The host undoubtedly would have to wonder.  Was this a surprise wedding?  Didn’t you know when I 
invited you to the banquet that you were planning a wedding?  Even if not wouldn’t you understand that  
inviting “you” would include your spouse? 
 “I cannot come.” Isn’t accurate. Honestly that would be interpreted “I don’t want to come.” 
All the invited guests allowed the cares of this life, the busy, urgent but not important to eclipse God’s 
urgent and important agenda. 

What got in the way of showing up at the banquet, the excuses Jesus uses in the story are not 
sinful stuff.   

There is nothing sinful about buying a piece of real estate.  
There’s nothing sinful about buying animals or machinery to work the land.  
And not only is there nothing wrong with taking a spouse the bible encourages us to love and care for 
family. 

I think Jesus uses these three to help us recognize that good legitimate things given the wrong 
priority can become detrimental to us by their place in our priorities.  

These invitees, these highly religious Pharisee’s around the table at this Sabbath lunch were clear 
that they deserved a seat at God’s great banquet in the kingdom because they were God’s special people, 
the chosen people, a peculiar people called out, God’s remnant. And if that wasn’t enough they had the 
truth. And if that wasn’t enough to guarantee them a seat at God’s table they kept or obeyed the 
commandments of God.  

It is possible to be so busy in the practice of religion, standing up for positions, and arguing our 
point, and defending the faith, and making sure all the rules are well written and institutions are properly 
controlled that when the banquet is ready all this urgent stuff, even good stuff, gets in the way. The 
whole purpose of God’s work  is to prepare and invite us to his banquet! 

Jesus continued his story.  
“The servant came back and reported this to his master  Then the owner of the house became angry and 
ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly in to the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the 
crippled the blind and the lame.” And this is obviously done and the servant said, “Sir, what you ordered 
has been done, but there is still room.  

Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and urge anyone you 
find to come so the house will be full.  I tell you, not one of those who were invited first will get even a 
taste of my banquet.” 

Uncomfortable conversation over Sabbath dinner that day at the Pharisee’s home. 
The chosen people of the Jewish nation had been invited to the banquet. But when Jesus comes, 

God incarnate shows up, all their religious heritage, all their practices of feasts and celebrations and 
proper practices were so urgent that they eclipsed the simplicity of God’s urgent and important 
invitation to his banquet.  

I’m not sure there has been busier faster pace of change in the history of humanity than is ours 
today. 

Modern labor saving devices from washing machines and dryers to dishwashers and microwaves 
have become part of our world supposedly to create for us more “free” time.  And now there are 
computers with us or our smart phone making us accessible to both one another and to all the 
information we possibly need. And we have cars to rush us wherever we need to be next.  Our lives are 
full, and onto our overly scheduled calendar comes an invitation to another banquet. And instead of 
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being excited and clearing our calendars, there is the risk that we moan and try and figure out if we 
really have to go! 

Jesus comes alongside us. He does not respond to us by saying that we should not be so busy 
with all the affairs of life.   He doesn’t just try and pull us away from the many events, activities, and 
people that make up our very full lives. He doesn’t tell us that what we are doing is unimportant, 
valueless, or useless. He doesn’t suggest that we remove ourselves from the real world and live like 
hermits.  

Jesus simply invites us to make sure that God, seeking God, seeking God’s kingdom (where he 
supplies everything we need), and seeking His righteousness not our own, that this is to be our first, 
most urgent and important top priority. 

All we have to give is our attention and time.  And there is nothing that calls for our time and 
attention that can be more important and more urgent than accepting his invitation and never backing 
out.  

Part of the message in Jesus little story that day was that “No one has a right to be in the family 
at the table!” 

The Pharisees sitting there with Jesus were sure of their place at God’s banquet because they had 
a right to be there.  They had forgotten the scriptures that so clearly teach that all their right to be there 
was not theirs by any virtue in them, but only by God’s invitation.   
No one has a right to be in God’s family.  Regardless of your theological position, regardless of your 
power, prestige, status, regardless of your heritage, education, or the number of generations you’ve been 
part of a denomination.  

Everyone who will sit at the great banquet of God when Jesus returns, everyone who enters the 
kingdom of God will not be by birthright or works but by grace alone-by accepting God’s invitation.  

So what puts you at risk of backing out of the banquet? 
My busy interests. We all have limited band width. Only so much time and attention.  In order to accept 
the invitation to the gospel feast, we must make all other interests subordinate to the one purpose of 
receiving Christ and His righteousness.   

Above economics   Above hobbies     Above every selfish consideration     Above family    
Above friends 
 Above denomination        Above service to self 
We must prioritize service to God.   

And we must become a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community over serving ourselves.  We have the privilege of inviting hungry people to a banquet. It’s a 
banquet no one deserves or has a right to but praise God we are invited and we don’t bring any 
contribution to the banquet: God pays for it all and all you and I can do is come and receive it freely and 
spread the word inviting others to join us. 

I invite you to take a moment right now in stillness and then every day to be still.  To stop, be 
still and not let your busy interests eclipse  
God’s party.  Think about the words of our final song. God calls us out upon the waters. He calls us to 
borderless lives of trust as we make him our top priority knowing that he is for us. And we can say to 
God, thanks for the invite I’m coming because I am yours, and you are mine. 
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