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February 2, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
2 Corinthians 8:1-15 esp 12 My Gift Is Proportional to My Blessing  by Andy McDonald 
 

We worship a very generous God.  If you’ve been worshipping as part of this church family for 
some time I sure hope that this thought, this way of picturing God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit is 
becoming more and more clear. 

There are still too many people in our world who imagine God to be a harsh, exacting, sort of 
stingy, grouchy old man who is not much fun and doesn’t want us to have any either.  But nothing could 
be further from the truth.   

When we begin, and we are all beginners, but as we start to grasp how high and how deep and 
how wide God’s love is for us.  When we read that he chooses us, calls us to come to him, restores us to 
right standing with himself, promises us his very glory.  We are like Paul writing to the Romans we ask 
ourselves, “What can we say about such wonderful things as these?  If God is for us, who can ever be 
against us?  Talk about a generous God.  Since God did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, won’t God, who gave us Christ, also give us everything else?  

We worship a very generous God. A God who loves us so much that he will allow nothing to 
separate us form his love revealed to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

It is important that we begin today’s message with absolute clarity that we worship a very 
generous God, because with that picture we can better understand that all of his directives are for our 
benefit.  So when he tells us that 10% of our increase isn’t ours to keep but that he lays claim on the 
tithe, we must realize that this isn’t because he needs our money but it is because he wishes to bless us.  
And that blessing of tithing teaches us two things I pointed out in a sermon here about a year ago. 

The tithing principle was designed for our benefit. It has two functions besides being a 
recognition of God's sovereignty. 
1-It will prevent pride of ownership and  
2-It guarantees the freedom of dependence. 

Pride of ownership, so deeply ingrained in the human heart, tends toward self-dependence; 
depending on one's self will ultimately result in self-destruction. Without the agency of divine power no 
person is capable of perpetuating his existence. God just didn't want anyone to self-destruct.   

Faithful tithing and giving offerings reminds us that we are only stewards of God’s stuff.  Our 
money, our property, our stuff seems like it is ours but one day we will be gone and it will all be 
someone else’s to manage, it all belongs to God. 

Faithfulness in tithing reminds us that we are not dependent on what we can do but our true 
dependence, the glorious place of freedom is found in our dependence on God. 

Today’s message is entitled: My Gift is Proportional to My Blessing. So upfront here I want to 
explain that returning to God his tithe is not in the truest sense of the word a gift.  

The Tithe, 10% of our increase our income God says is his.  So when we give back something 
that belongs to someone else we aren’t really giving them a gift, we aren’t really giving them anything 
except handing them back what is theirs.  

When I hear someone brag that, “I faithfully pay my tithe” I smile to myself because it is exactly 
like someone sort of bragging, “I faithfully don’t steal!” 

Here’s the deal, God doesn’t ask us to “give” a tithe, but teaches us that 10% of our increase is 
not ours to keep.  When we are tithers we are simply returning to God, bringing into the storehouse of 
God’s treasury what is God’s, not keeping his portion for ourselves.   
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And our generous God set this up so we would be regularly reminded by our tithing practice that what I 
have isn’t really mine but a gift from God to be managed well, and that in the end my dependence is not 
on me but on God my creator, redeemer, the one who sustains my life and gives me every breath I take.  

A careful study of scripture will reveal some interesting passages about tithe, how to return it, 
and what to do with it. Scripturally there’s enough latitude to offer a variety of exact practice. 

In our Seventh-day Adventist denomination, we have adopted and voted that all monies that 
come to a local congregation, called by the donor “tithe” will be passed on to the local conference.  
That’s what we do here at the Hospital Church. None of the funds called tithe by the donor are kept by 
the local church.  100% of them are sent to the Florida Conference because as a denomination we have 
an agreed understanding that the “storehouse” for tithe is not the local church but the conference.   This 
system is not dictated by scripture but what we have agreed to as a denomination to be the best practice 
for advancing the work of our denomination in the world.  

A portion of the tithe we send to Florida Conference comes back to bless us here: four of our full 
time staff members are paid from that tithe, and our full time teachers at Orlando Junior Academy have 
a portion of their pay coming from tithe.  

It is important for you as members of this congregation to understand though that if every one of 
us faithfully returned God’s tithe on the line that says “tithe”, that while that might be a great blessing to 
our conference and other sectors of our world church, if all we did was tithe to the conference, we would 
quickly go bankrupt as a local church. 

EVERYTHING we do from worship services to community service, from choir to custodial, 
from children’s ministry to lawn care, none of that is paid for by money you return as tithe.  
EVERYTHING we do locally in our church and community is by the blessing of our giving to our local 
church budget.  

How each follower of Jesus distributes the tithe of their income is really an individual decision 
dictated, to some degree, by denominational affiliation. But, regardless of how a denomination 
designates and uses tithe, the Biblical teaching stands, that 10% of our increase is not ours to prayerfully 
determine whether or not to keep it or return it to God and his purposes.  To keep it is to steal from God 
what he says is his.  

I hope for everyone everywhere to determine to never rob God, and by faith always return to 
God 10% of their increase.  

Occasionally I will get invited into the debate of whether or not tithe should be on our gross 
income or net income.  For those who work for an employer who issues a check each pay period the 
question is really before taxes or after taxes.  That decision is really one about what’s your increase?  It 
seems logical that what comes to you is your increase and that should you live to receive Social Security 
that when you receive that it will be your increase then. There might be some increase in the benefits we 
receive as tax payers, I’ll let you figure that out. 

For the self-employed and sole proprietor there must be the understanding that what you invoice 
a client isn’t all your increase. There are supplies, materials, maybe employees to pay, expenses 
involved behind that invoice. So you pay the cost of doing business and then what is left is your 
increase.  It is possible to give the full invoice for the amount agreed at the start of a job and due to 
circumstances and things going wrong the job actually costs more than you billed the there is no 
increase but a loss.   

For me personally when figuring our tithe I don’t want to risk cutting God short so I just like to 
round up! 
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I’ve said a bunch about tithe and that’s not really our subject today. But tithe does have a relation 
to our topic for today of proportional giving. God’s reminder that the top 10% of our increase is his is 
sort of a proportional thing. If I make $100 and return a tithe of $10 it is really the exact proportional 
faithfulness as the person who makes $1 million and returns a tithe of $100,000.   

But lets talk about what it means to offer a gift to God proportional to our blessings. 
In 2 Corinthians Paul writes his friends in Corinth telling them about the Macedonian churches who, 
even though they don’t have much they have been very generous even begging for the gracious privilege 
of making a gift for the Christians in need back in Jerusalem.  Paul says they went above and beyond 
any expectation.  

Now he has urged Titus, who will be delivering this letter, to encourage the Corinthians to 
complete their share in this ministry of giving.  In making his appeal he says to them in vs. 7:  “Since 
you excel in so many ways—you have so much faith, such gifted speakers, such knowledge, such 
enthusiasm, and such love for us—now I want you to excel also in this gracious ministry of giving.  I’m 
not saying you must do it, even though the other churches are eager to do it. This is one way to prove 
your love is real.” 

It’s fascinating to me that John picks up on this train of thought.  In the little book of 1 John 
3:17&18 he writes:  But if anyone has enough money to live well, and sees a brother or sister in need 
and refuses to help—how can God’s love be in that person?  Dear children, let us stop just saying we 
love each other; let us really show it by our actions.” 

What does it mean when we say our mission is to “Love people into a lifelong friendship with 
God?” 

What does it mean to love people-not to just say we love them but to actively love?  How did 
Jesus go about loving people?  What did that look like?  

Jesus loved people by hanging out with them.  To say you love someone, or a group of people, or 
whomever and yet to not hang out with them, to avoid them, to not spend time together would seem to 
raise questions.  Part of loving people is being with them, rubbing shoulders, sharing in projects, sitting 
together sharing life. 

Beyond just hanging out taking steps to make it clear that we are interested in their best good.  
For those we love we show sympathy for their tough spots.  For those we love we want to make sure 
their needs are met.   

This means that if they are without a place to sleep at night we will be interested in helping to 
solve that problem. 

That if they have empty stomachs we won’t just offer them kind words but we will seek to find 
food, to spend money, to invest in meeting that need.  

If there are health issues physical or mental that while we might not be the person to actually 
directly help we can provide rides, and connect with places that can.  We can offer gifts of time, interest, 
talent as well as funds.  

As Paul continues his appeal for their participation in making a gift to the cause he reminds them 
of God’s generosity towards them. 

2 Corinthians 8:9 “You know how full of love and kindness our Lord Jesus Christ was. Though 
he was very rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.” 

It seems that the whole idea of collecting an offering for the suffering Christians in Jerusalem 
was the Corinthians bright idea.  

So Paul is reminding them saying, this was your idea so step up.  
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Vs 10 and following: I suggest that you finish what you started a year ago, for you were the first to 
propose this idea, and you were the first to begin doing something about it.  Now you should carry this 
project through to completion just as enthusiastically as you began it.  

His next words are the heart of our message today that My Gift is Proportional to My Blessing.  
“Give whatever you can according to what you have. If you are really eager to give, it isn’t 

important how much you are able to give. God wants you to give what you have, not what you don’t 
have.” 

If you drive a little Smart Car two seater you can’t carry the same number of kids on the field trip 
as the one who drives a minivan.  Expectations should match capacity.  

What is your capacity?  This is not a decision someone else can make for you but it is one with 
which each of us should wrestle.  What is our capacity for sharing? How has God blessed us and how 
can we share that blessing? 

Paul continues: “Of course I don’t mean you should give so much that you suffer from having 
too little. I only mean that there should be some equality.  Right now you have plenty and can help them. 
Then at some other time they can share with you when you need it, in this way everyone’s needs will be 
met.  Do you remember what the scriptures say about his? Those who gathered a lot had nothing left 
over, and those who gathered only a little had enough. 

The giving should be shared.  It isn’t about hurting one to help another. 
It may mean sacrifice.  We may set aside some luxury some life add-on that we had planned in order to 
be able to help. 

The illustration he uses is from the gathering of manna.  A single person only would gather for 
one while a family of 12 would gather 12 times as much and all had just enough. 

What a great principle—“Give whatever you can according to what you have. …give what you 
have, not what you don’t have.” 

Really this is a universal call leaving out no one.  Give according to what you have not what you 
don’t have. 

When wealthy people hear some of the Bible stories, and appeals to give they question, “are we 
supposed to give away all we have?” Of course the answer is likely “no” but give something out of what 
you have as you are able.  

Those in poverty when they hear Bible stories or appeals for some great need, they may be 
tempted to say we have so little anything we’d give would only be a tiny insignificant gift not worth 
giving or receiving, but the scripture calls them to give according to what you have not what you don’t 
have. 

Peter Marshall said, “Give according to your income, lest God make your income according to 
your giving.” Teddy Roosevelt embraced a philosophy, “Do what you can, with what you have, where 
you are.” 

God calls us to generosity.  To live lives giving what we can out of what we have and laying 
down the burden to give from what we don’t have. 

To live generous lives Proverbs 11:24-25 says, “It is possible to give freely and become more 
wealthy, but those who are stingy will lose everything.  The generous prosper and are satisfied; those 
who refresh others will themselves be refreshed  

That’s it. We are beggars who have found bread. We are poor who have found riches. We are the 
lonely who have found companions. We are the lost who have been found and now know the way. 
Our God gave his life to save.  That was the proportional gift for him and now he invites us to love in 
real and tangible ways—To Give whatever we can according to what we have so that Our Gift is 
Proportional to Our Blessings.	
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