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RICH YOUNG RULER 

 
● Start with a story we all Know. The Rich young ruler (Matthew 19: 

16... 
○ Jesus had just finished teaching that the  

Kingdom of God belonged to people like the little children and 
that those accepted in the kingdom would be like those who 
came in similar fashion as the little children. 

○ Just then a rich man approached Jesus 
■ “What must I do” he asked Jesus 

● “You know the law” answers Jesus. “Keep the 
commandments” 

■ “Which ones” askes the wealthy man? 
● With easy grace and simple words Jesus begins 

listing the laws 
○ Don’t murder 
○ Don’t commit adultery 
○ Don’t steal 
○ Don’t Lie 
○ Honor father and mother 

● AND Love your neighbor as yourself 
■ I’ve got it Jesus. I’ve always done those things! 
■ WHAT ELSE? 

● Just one more thing. 
● Sell everything and give it to the poor. Then come 

follow me. 
○ The man left sad, because he was very wealthy. 
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QUESTION TO CONSIDER ABOUT THE RICH 
YOUNG RULER 

● As we begin today I’d like you to consider a question and keep it in 
the back of your mind. 

○ What if the rich man had answered differently? What if he had 
said, you’ve got it Jesus! I’m selling all my stuff and giving away 
the money!  

○ Would Jesus have said: 
■ “Great! You’ve done it! The Kingdom is yours” 

● Or would have had said again, wait: Just one more 
thing?” 
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ANDY BABY BLESSING 
 

● Andy does this thing when he officiates a baby dedication. 
○ You’ve probably heard him say it, if not listen for it next time. 
○ When he’s praying a blessing over the baby and their family he 

always prays something like this.  
■ “May this child never know a time when she didn’t know 

Jesus as a friend” 
○ It’s a profound and beautiful prayer. And one that it took me a 

long time to grasp. Until I understood that very blessing had 
been the reality of my life. 

■ From my earliest conscious memory I knew that  
Jesus loved me. And I believed that he liked me! 

■ I don’t remember a time when I believed anything 
different or feared the loss of his love in any significant 
way. 

■ I was fortunate to always believe that Jesus loved me, 
and not because of me but because of him.  

● It came from my home 
● My Church 
● My School 
● But most importantly, In a deep mysterious way that 

I don’t understand, it came from Jesus himself.  
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HATED THE STORY OF THE RICH YOUNG RULER 
 

● But as Secure in Jesus as I felt, or maybe because of my childish 
security, I really, really did not like the story of the rich young ruler.  

○ The message received was that Jesus had the right to ask 
anybody for anything anytime. And it was our responsibility to 
be prepared to sacrifice ALL at anytime in anyplace for Jesus.  

○ I was eternally grateful that Jesus did not ask of me what he 
had asked of the rich young ruler. 

■ Because I was sure that I would fail, just as the ruler had 
failed. 

○ So the frequent, immature prayer of my youth became. Jesus 
you know I love you, but please don’t ask me to give up my 
stuff, my comforts, my family, my friends, my future, my life!!  

■ I didn’t believe that I’d be able to do it. 
■ Do you? 
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STORY OF DISMAS 
 

● But there was another man. 
○ Not rich 
○ Not a ruler 
○ Not good 

● In fact the first time we meet this man is on the day of Christs 
crucifixion.  

● We’re not given his name, although church tradition has decided to 
call him dismas which derived from the greek word for sunset or 
death. 

● The Bible tells us that Dismas began this day, his last day, mocking 
and deriding the criminal that he was to be executed with.  

● Dismas was: 
○ A thief 
○ Possibly a murder 
○ A mocker of all things good, and holy 

● Not driven by: 
○ Piety like the Pharisees 
○ Or purity like the Essenes 
○ Or Knowledge like the Sadducees 
○ Or honor like the Roman soldiers 

● Dismas was motivated only by his own gratification and self interest.  
● Dismas was not the man you want to children to emulate or to grow 

up to be.  
● Dismas was a criminal in every sense of the word. 
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DISMAS LAST DAY 
 

● He likely began his day being beaten in much the same way the 
Christ was beaten, because that was the sequence of events for a 
prisoner being crucified.  

● He would have: 
○ Carried his cross 
○ Been striped naked 
○ Nailed hands and feet 
○ And hoisted up to die 
○ Just as Jesus was. 

● But somewhere between the his scourging in the morning and his 
death in the afternoon, something profound happened in the heart of 
Dismas. 

● You probably know the story. 
○ Matthew and Mark tell us that both those being crucified with 

Christ mocked him along with the crowd. 
○ But Luke tells us the rest of the story. 

■ Luke tells us that while dying on the cross, one convicted 
criminal, with a far different attitude than earlier in the day 
looks at another dying man and makes the nonsensical, 
illogical, ridiculously bold and humble ask,  

● “Remember me when you come into your Kingdom” 
 
Remember Me.... 
 
 
 

● We humans desperately want to be remembered. 
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UNCLE DOC 
● Story of Uncle Doc 

■ Not my uncle 
■ Not a Doctor 

○ In 2014 received a call that Uncle Doc had died 
■ It had been years since I’d seen Uncle Doc and he had 

lived a long rich life. He was 93 
○ Uncle Doc was: 

■ In fact the uncle of one of my best friends 
■ A long time Floridian (He moved here from Wyoming in 

the 30’s or 40’s) 
■ He was also the pharmacist at the drug store where I had 

my first job in 1980. 
■ And a  great story teller. 

○ As I was driving to his funeral I started thinking about a story he 
told. 

■ It was 1942 and the height of WWII. Freighters were 
cruising up and down the florida coast enroute to Europe 
and which made for great hunting for German U-boats. 

■ So Uncle Doc and other young men from the area would 
taking their deer rifles out and sit on the beach hoping to 
get a shot at a german sub when it came up.  

■ I don’t really know if that story was true or not, but it was 
one of many that Uncle Doc told and then only one that I 
could remember. 

○ I realized that with the death of Uncle Doc there were stories 
and memories that would be lost forever. 

 
  



8 

WE WANT TO BE REMEMBERED WELL 
 

● Don’t we all want to be remembered well? 
○ We want to leave a legacy. 
○ A good work that will survive us. 
○ The wealthy and powerful leave 

■ Libraries 
■ Concert Halls 
■ Universities 
■ Hospitals 
■ Foundations 
■ Even churches bearing their name 

○ We try to instil a legacy in our children 
■ We want to give them what they need to thrive 
■ But don’t we also want them to remember us well. 
■ Some of us even saddle them with family names 

● My son is at least the 5th John Monday in a row! 
 

● So is that what the thief was asking for? A legacy? 
 

REWARD? 
 

● Or the greek word used here could imply that the thief is asking to be 
given his just reward.  

○ Surely not, the thief had already acknowledged that he was 
receiving his just reward in execution.  

 
WHY THIS BOLD ASK? 

● So why would this thief make this Bold ask, this bold crazy, 
nonsensical ask?  
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RABBI ABRAHAM HESHEL 

 
● Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heshel -  says that Being Jewish is all about 

remembering. 
○ Tzitzit 

■ Torah 
■ Name of God 

○ We attach some significance to remembering as well don’t we? 
■ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy 

 
● If Heshel is correct and being a jew is all about remembering, we can 

be fairly certain of another thing. 
 

DISMAS THE JEW 
 

○ Dismas was a Jew 
■ Was in Jerusalem at passover 
■ Executed on a cross so he was not a Roman citizen 

 
MOST RABBINIC TIME IN HISTORY 

 
● Were also told that This was perhaps the most Rabbinic time in 

history.  
○ Ezra 
○ Babylon 
○ Synagogue system 
○ Education of jewish children 
○ References from Jesus 
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WHAT CHANGED DISMAS 
 

● What happened to Dismas.? 
○ As a jew, when he heard Jesus cry out “My God, My God, Why 

have you forsaken me?” 
■ He would have recognized it not just as an anguished 

scream but as a quote from Psalm 22. 
■ He would have known that as a Rabbi when Jesus calls 

out the first line of a psalm it is to bring to mind the entire 
psalm. And dismas would have known that the psalm 
Jesus was quoting was not just one of anguish but one of 
victory and one that was declaring the Jesus as messiah. 
 

○ Maybe he was recalling the teachings he heard while picking 
the pockets of the crowd. 

■ I’ll rebuild this temple in three days 
■ The son of man has come to serve 
■ I have the power to give my life and take it up again 

 
○ Maybe the miracles 

■ The resurrection of Lazarus. 
■ The feeding of five thousand 
■ Healing the blind 

 
○ Maybe it was the mercy that he had seen Jesus show toward 

outcasts. 
■ Prostitutes 
■ Tax collectors 
■ Leepers 
■ The crippled 
■ Samaritans 
■ All those that society and religion had marginalized 
■ And even to thieves 

○  
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SCALES FROM THE EYES 
 

○ Maybe God allowed the scales to fall from his eyes as he had 
for Elisha’s servant all those years ago, and he could see the 
hosts of angel armies waiting for a single word from Jesus to 
bring this to an end. 
 

○ Maybe God softened his heart so that through Dismas the 
father might reach out to the son. 
 

● Whatever the reason, Dismas understood. He knew that he had 
nothing to offer God, He knew himself and he embraced his Messiah. 

 
JESUS RESPONSE 

 
And what did Jesus Say? 

● You will be with me in paradise 
● WOW 
● To be remembered by Jesus is not: 

○ To leave a legacy 
○ Or to be rewarded with that which you’ve earned. 
○ Or receive a crown 
○ Or accoldes 
○ Or to receive mercy 

● To be remembered by Jesus is to be perfectly restored and together 
with him in eternity. Because of who he is, not because of who we 
are. 
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BACK TO THE RICH YOUNG RULER 
 

So what of our rich ruler? 
● Had he said yes and sold his possessions would that have been the 

act of service that God would have found acceptable? 
 
 

WHAT ABOUT US? 
 

● How about us? 
○ We are a well educated, kind, generous sympathetic 

congregation. 
○ You all love well and serve with joy  
○ If we serve a little better 
○ If we give a little more 
○ If we keep the commandments more diligently. 

■ Keep Sabbath better 
■ Eat and exercise as we should 

○ If we sell all that we have and give it to the poor. 
○ Will we find acceptance in God? 

■ As long as we are asking what must I do to get into 
heaven the answer will always be “ There’s just one thing 
you lack” 
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THE ANSWER IN THE CROSS 
 

● I believe we find the answer in the striking picture of a thief nailed on 
a cross. 

○ He had nothing 
■ No money 
■ No time 
■ No good works in the past 
■ No prospect of good works in the future 
■ No honor 
■ No nobility 
■ No influence 
■ Not even the ability to clasp his hands in prayer 
■ Nothing 

 
● And he is the first documented victory of the cross. 
● Not a: 

○ Preacher 
○ Politician 
○ Philosopher a disciple 
○ Scholar 
○ King 
○ Pharisee a theologian 
○ Philanthropist 
○ Or even a child 

● It’s a thief, who boldly and humbly asks, Remember me. 
● We sometimes think of the thief as an outlier, an exception to the 

rule, a one off anomaly of how we approach Christ. NOT SO. 
● The way the thief came to Christ is the only way to come to Christ.. 
● Jacob is about to lead us in a song that I hope will become the prayer 

of your heart 
○ Nothing in my hand I bring,  Simply to The cross I cling; 
○ Naked, come to you for dress;  
○ Helpless, look to you for grace 
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CLOSING 
 
From this day into eternity, may we never know a time that we didn’t know 
Jesus as our friend.  
 
Amen 
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TAKE AWAY QUESTIONS 
 

1. In reading the story of the rich, young ruler beginning in Matthew 
19:16... What do you think Jesus wanted the ruler to understand 
when he said “there is only one who is good?” 
 
 
 

2. Do you think that the rich young ruler did indeed keep all the 
commandments like he said to Jesus? If not why didn’t Jesus call him 
out? 
 
 
 

3. Why was the thief able to see Christ for who he really was, when 
nobody else could? Not even Jesus disciples? 
 
 
 
 

4. Was the rich man truly rich or was his wealth a delusion?  
 
 
 
 

5. What is wealth? Where does it come from? Our efforts? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


