
April 13, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Sermon is composed of interviews with three of our high school members about their spiritual 
journey. 
 

In our world today often teenagers get lots of stereotypes loaded on them. Today you get 
the opportunity of hearing from three teenagers from our church family. I’ve had the privilege of 
meeting with them as we prepared for today and I believe you will be encouraged in your walk 
with Jesus from hearing from them, and I hope that we will also be encouraged about the future 
of local churches under the fine leadership and direction from this coming generation. 

This is Maurie Andino. Maurie tell us about how long you’ve been attending this church. 
(Maurie will explain that he was born here. This is where he has grown up, the only 

church that he’s known as a member 
How has growing up in the church, and this church in particular, affected how you see 

religion? 
(The older I get the more I appreciate and love my church family.  It has been a great 

place to grow and develop.  Over time I have developed a broader understanding of God’s love 
moving from a child’s perspective to now, as a senior in high school, a more mature 
understanding of what it means to be a follower of Jesus) 

Have there been any individuals here at the church who have sort of been Jesus to you?   
(Yes very much so. I immediately think of Mrs. Fernanda and how she has really been 

there encouraging and teaching.  And the Jongemas have been influential sort of like a second 
family, and the whole high school teaching and leading team have really made a significant 
impact in my spiritual walk.  Really, growing up here the list could go on and on.) 

What experiences have you had that have strengthened your faith? 
(Maurie shares about prayer conference and how meeting other peers and being in groups 

and praying and becoming good friends in just a few days really impacted him and how traveling 
to and spending time in Spain as shown him how God truly connects so many different kinds of 
people, all who follow God in their culture.) 

What are the biggest changes that have happened in your beliefs? 
( When I was little I just believed because I was told to.  Then I came to see the Bible as a 

big rulebook. Now I’m understand the guidance and love God has shown through the bible and 
the people who hold us accountable and that it is all just so we can know God and have better 
lives.  

Thank you Maurie it’s been great to hear about your journey and how God is pouring h is 
resurrection life into you. 
 Let me introduce those who may not know her, this is Amanda Santos 
Amanda, when did you and your family first come to FHC? 

(Amanda will share that she was under 5) 

Amanda, tell us about the first time you felt God’s presence? 
( This is a silly but incredible story. I was about 7 or 8 years old, and at that time I was 

living in Brazil. It was most likely a week day and my mom, brother, and I were having an 
afternoon movie day. My mom was in the kitchen making us some popcorn, and my brother and 
I were on our pull-out couch in the living room. So the best game for us obviously, since mom 
wasn’t there, was to wrestle. We were wrestling and I started to get near the edge of the bed. And 
as I was hanging off the edge my brother pushed me. At that moment I knew I was going to die. 
The bed was high up and the floor was of stone, and I had no balance so there was absolutely no 



way for me to stand a chance of balancing myself back on the edge of the bed. Then, the most 
miraculous thing happens. As I was falling, I felt 2 palms pressing on my back and pushing me 
back to the bed. And as I fell back on the bed I knew that Jesus had saved me. By remembering 
this, I feel so incredibly grateful to be alive, because I knew that if it wasn’t for Jesus I wouldn’t 
be here right now.) 

What do you think churches could do to better reach out to teenagers and young adults? 

( I believe that the answer is acceptance. As sin has entered the world, something that all of us 
are guilty of is judging our neighbor. However, as a teenager I feel like young people, teenagers 
and young adults, have the spotlight on them. Everyone has gone through what we, young people 
and myself, are currently going through. This time, from middle school to the first years of 
having a job as a young adult, is a time of change and uncertainty. And many of us fall into 
Satan’s many traps. He has set these traps to deviate us from the path God has intended for us. 
The stereotypical sins that many young people fall into are not accepted by people older than us, 
and very often we are looked down upon instead of being helped. This is not correct, Jesus came 
and loved everyone. He especially loved the unloved. He went through the city finding the sick, 
the unwanted, the outcasts and loved them fully. By bringing people in instead of pushing them 
out, specially those who need Jesus the most, will make God’s family larger, and isn’t that what 
the church is all about? And I don’t think it is a problem exclusively in our church or the 
Adventist church. I believe this is a widespread problem in the Christian church. In many 
occasions we see Christians not showing love, even though Jesus loved everyone. Because of 
Him, who became sin but never sinned, we were offered the opportunity to have eternal life.) 

How do you strengthen your relationship with Jesus? 

(I think the answer this time is trust. And honestly, my journey has been a little challenging in 
regards to. My personally is of a helper, so I will think of others before myself. I will usually be 
exhausted because I forget to think about myself. And it has been pretty hard, specially lately, to 
balance this out. I have talked to my best friends, my mom and my aunt about this. And they said 
that anyone’s biggest strength can also be their biggest weakness. Through the years, I found a 
way to protect myself; I decided to not trust anyone. In my reasoning, I figured that if I close 
myself, it would be easier to protect myself. So being able to trust someone, would mean that I 
am completely vulnerable. Realizing this has impacted my relationship with God, it gave me 
freedom to be vulnerable. I know that He will always be there for me, no matter how bad I mess 
up; I know He can forgive me. And because of that I want to become a better person.  Truly 
trusting and believing  in that promise has challenged me, specially this year. So summarizing all 
of this, what makes my relationship with Jesus stronger is trust, and learning to trust. Trusting 
God, knowing that He knows everything, and He wants only the best for each one of us is 
something that I constantly remind myself of.) 

So as a believer a follower of Jesus, what would you tell another teenager asking why 
you why they should choose Jesus as your Savior? 

(I would say Mercy and Grace. I feel like sometimes we all have to be reminded of His love. I 
know that we are all flawed, but another characteristic of mine is that I am my absolute worst 
critique. So anything that I do, it has to be always perfect. And I’m sure this is an issue that many 
teens also struggle with. Being a teenager is so awkward, as you might remember. It’s such a 
weird stage in life, it is a cross roads of sorts. And with this it can feel like you’re trapped in a 
box comparing yourself with others, trying to be “good enough”, or choosing to give into the 
world and all the horrible things it says about you because it’s just easier. The thing that has set 



me free is knowing that God does not care about our past, He does not care about how many 
times we have sinned, He specially doesn’t care if we think we are not good enough, because He 
knows that we are not, but He considers that we are worth, He gave His life for us. This 
unconditional love and mercy is what sometimes helps me to go through the day. To know that 
He knit us in our mother’s womb, that He knows how many strands of hair we have on our 
heads, that He knows that we are worth more than a billion diamonds, and that He gave Himself 
fully on the cross so we can all be with Him forever. So that is why I choose Jesus as my Savior, 
and that is why I will continually try my hardest to not give up and follow in His footsteps.) 

Amanda, Thanks for sharing your story with us.  
This is Gaby Parente 

How did you get introduced to the Hospital Church?  
(I have always grown up Adventist, but my family didn’t have a church that we could say 

we were actively a part of for a little while. I was about 5 years old when my parents finally told 
my sister and I to get ready because we were going to church. So, my dad called the pastor in 
advance to just give a heads up that we were going to be attending their early service for the first 
time. He answered, clarified the service times, and then said we’d be welcomed with open arms. 
We arrive at the church, and we realize that it’s a Baptist church. So here we are, sitting all 
dressed up for the first time in a year, in an empty church parking lot. My dad had been working 
with some people who attended this church and he said we should give it a try. I KNOW that 
God made sure that my dad had those connections. I thank God that on that Sabbath morning, we 
came here out of all other places. I’m so happy that this church family is as welcoming as they 
are. That day, this church became my second home. ) 
 
Gaby you and our other interviews today aren’t just passive attenders, tell me about how you 
moved into being a leader in the ministries within the church?  

(When it comes to having a leadership role within the church, I’d say it officially began 
when I was about 11 years old, when Mrs. Fernanda Santos (my tia) asked me to help her out 
with doing some motions up on stage for VBS. Since that time, VBS and working with the 
children’s ministry have felt like my calling. I love being with kids and helping them grow 
spiritually. With High school, when I became a freshman, one of my now favorite humans ever 
was introduced to me as a new member of the church staff. Mollie Dupper is someone that I have 
experienced Jesus through, and that light that she shines in my life still inspires me to this day. 
As my spiritual mentor, she opened up many opportunities for me to execute my leadership, and 
constantly reminded me and talked to me about the true meaning of doing it all. Yes, Mollie and 
Mrs. Fernanda helped me get to the point that I am at today, but I owe all the Glory to God. He 
has blessed me tremendously with the church that I attend, and the people within it.) 

You’ve had many experiences that have strengthened your faith, but you told me there 
was one that really changed your life.  Tell us about that special experience. 

(Have you had any experiences that have strengthened your faith? Yes, many. But, the 
one that comes to mind first is an experience that changed my life. I was on vacation with my 
best friend and her family in Greece. We were about halfway through the trip. She was going 
through a rough time, trying to battle some internal struggles, and we didn’t really have the 
resources to support each other. Back home, I had just ended things with a boy I really loved. It 
was on and off for a very long time and it just wasn’t working out the way we wanted it too. I 
knew that it wasn’t right for my future. It was really early in the morning, about 3am, and I 
couldn’t fall asleep. I had felt so alone in my problems, and I felt insignificant. Everything at this 



time felt unreal and wrong. I felt like I was watching myself live my life from a birds-eye-view. 
The apartment building we were in had roof access, so I figured I would go there to clear my 
head. I got up, found the key to the roof door, took my headphones and phone, and stuck a shoe 
in the door, just in case I wanted to come back in. Once I got up there, I plugged my headphones 
into my phone and clicked shuffle on my downloaded music. The first song that played was 
“Angels” by Khalid. This reminded me of the thought that people don’t realize what they have 
until they’ve lost it. Although my mind was going crazy, I was emotionless. Before i knew it, i 
was standing at the edge of the roof. The first crazy thing that happened was that I heard two 
voices in my head. I immediately knew that one was God, and that the other was the Devil. 
God’s voice was calming, and sounded a lot like my father’s voice. I’ve canceled out the devil’s 
voice so i unfortunately do not remember what his sounds like, but it was distinctive. The calm 
voice told me to look down. The distinctive one told me to keep my eyes closed and jump. As 
soon as God spoke, my eyes filled with tears. I knew that I SHOULD listen, but I also knew that 
I didn’t WANT to listen. Now, the second craziest thing happened. I decided to open my eyes, 
but I wasn’t totally convinced that I shouldn’t jump. As soon as I looked down, I saw three 
people walking on the sidewalk below me. They were joined in hands and staring at the stars and 
city lights. The three people were Theo; my best friend, the boy I liked, and Grace; my baby 
sister. I soon as I saw them, I had realized that God was giving me the perspective that I was 
blocking out from myself in the past. My first reaction was shock. I had known that Theo was 
sleeping downstairs, and that Jacob and Grace were thousands of miles away in a different 
country. I had finally realized what God was showing me. Those three people were put in my life 
for a purpose. I love those people more than anyone for a purpose. And I, Gaby Parente, have a 
purpose. This changed so much in me. I have opened my eyes to more perspectives, but I have 
opened my heart to more experiences. I am so much closer to God than ever, and it feels like I 
was born again. I don’t know if anyone can experience that and NOT change. If anything, I’ve 
thought of my future way less, and I live more in the present. I’m thankful every day for the life I 
Have.)  

Gaby what can someone take away from your story and what you have gained from this 
experience? 

(As humans, we may not be able to understand every situation to the fullest extent. 
Actually we won’t EVER be able to do that. But this does not mean you are blind in unknown 
territory. Just know that you are sitting here, listening to this for a reason. You make the 
decisions you make for a reason. You are placed on this earth for a reason. Stop worrying what 
the future has in store. Instead, live in what is being presented to you right now. Fulfilling your 
purpose will allow God to take care of the future, and finding your purpose will take care of 
YOU right now.) 

Gaby thanks for sharing your story.  
I hope you’ve been encouraged and inspired and that maybe hearing from these three  

high school students will challenge you to think of your story and open your heart more to allow 
God to speak into and influence your life and make you a better lover of people.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


