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Galatians 3:28  One for All/All for One: No National or Ethnic Distinction by Andy McDonald 
 

There is in our human heart the desire to have things our way.  
We each wish to be special.  There’s something appealing to being privileged. This desire resonates with 
stories like the prince and the pauper where the underprivileged pauper gets to trade places with the 
prince and experience the life of privilege.  

There’s this craving, this selfish seed that grows in our hearts.  And if it goes unchecked this 
desire for the place of privilege, the upper hand, the advantage, the inside track will compel us to 
drawing distinctions and to erecting walls of division. 

We live in a very divided world.  
 

We see it in the news. I’ve listened to more than I should of the debates over Brexit is the 
withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union.  The British people in the referendum of 
June 2016, didn’t vote to leave the European Union, in the interest of the European Union. They voted 
to leave because they believe it is in their best interest for themselves to do so. To distinguish 
themselves, to draw a line of division is imagined to be better for them.  

We see it in reports from the war in Afghanistan as tribal loyalties continue to flare up with 
loyalty to death to ones tribe, clan, city state continues. 

Visiting Israel I remember having to go beyond the wall to visit Bethlehem in Palestinian  
territory.  

Here in our land of the free. In our nation that pledges that all people are created equal, we see 
barriers of distinction and privilege.  We all know what  it means when we talk about growing up on the 
wrong side of the tracks.  

There’s no really wrong side and right side of the tracks in any moral sense except that privilege 
is greater on one side than the other.  And once we believe, whether it is true or not, that we are on the 
“better” side we want to protect our privilege.  

There must be no doubt we want privileges. 
                                        We like having the upper hand 
                                          We want an advantage for us and our family 
                                            We’d prefer the inside track. 
 

What we do to protect and preserve our status and privilege can be seen just a few miles from 
here.  Highway 50, Colonial Dr. runs east and west and it is the south edge of College Park Community 
and the north edge of the Parramore Community and between 441 or Orange Blossom Trail and 
Edgewater Drive all the streets that proceed north off Colonial, except Westmoreland Drive are only 
maybe a half block long before they dead end into a fence.  Avery clear message is being sent that those 
below Hwy 50 aren’t welcomed in the neighborhood. 

It only makes sense that if the crime rate is higher in one section of town that those in less crime 
plagued areas would want to protect themselves.  

When we look into scripture, when we study the history of the Jewish nation, God’s “Chosen” a 
problem arose.  The chosen people, the called of God, what we might term his remnant people, came to 
the place where they saw themselves as privileged with the inside track and blessings for their own 
benefit, rather than chosen with and called to a greater responsibility.   
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From the moment of choice it wasn’t about Israel. They were not chosen by God for some selfish 
benefit to them alone.   God was simply using Israel, that one small nation, chosen as a means to forge a 
path to all people. 
   Chosen? Yes.  Blest? Yes. Privileged? Yes. Set apart? Yes but not for their sole benefit, not as an end 
in itself, but as a means of blessing all people and all nations. But their humanness got in the way.  Their 
selfishness prevailed.  

They began to believe they were all that and then some.  The Lord speaks to Israel through the 
prophet Amos.  There’s an amazing passage recorded in Amos 9:7. “Do you Israelites think you are 
more important to me than the Ethiopians?” asks the Lord. “brought you out of Egypt, but have I not 
done as much for other nations too?  I brought the Philistines from Crete and led the Arameans out of 
Kir.” 

God had formed Israel his way.  He had selected. He had chosen and he was their sovereign 
leader until they asked for a king so they could be like the other nations.  And God conceded. And the 
history of their seven centuries of nationalistic struggles to be this separate and special people is a sad 
history of political exile, a return home, rebuilding, struggles for independence, following idols, defeats, 
cycled over and over.  

They wanted to be divided off from the world.  And they wanted God in their pocket. 
 

I’m reading through the Psalms right now and I’m struck by the selfishness.  Protect me, wipe 
out my enemies, remove those who are against me, save me from my enemies, destroy those who would 
destroy me language embedded throughout the Psalms.  

Their nationalistic concerns blinded them to the arrival of the Messiah, Immanuel, God with Us, 
because they weren’t so much looking for God as they were seeking personal benefit and national 
sovereignty. 

And Jesus throws their world upside down because he is so much for all people.  
The ethic that Jesus brings doesn’t lower the bar of law keeping. If you imagine that Jesus reduces the 
requirements, that he eases off the requirements of holiness, open your eyes.  

There may be no greater words in support of what  I’m saying than those in Matthew 5 beginning 
in vs 43.  Jesus is delivering his famous “Sermon on the Mount, and right in the heart of this teach he 
says: 
“You have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But I say, love 
your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your 
Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust, too. If you love only those who love you, what good is that? Even corrupt tax 
collectors do that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different form anyone else? 
Even pagans do that,. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father I heaven is perfect.” 

This is the high bar. 
 
The vision of this church is to be a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community.  

We are a privileged people.  God has revealed his grace to us.  He has opened our eyes to our 
own human depravity.   I hope that if you have been coming here for a while, you have grasped that we 
are very clear here that humans, that we as part of the human family, are really messed up.   
 
That we are helpless and hopeless in crafting any means or method of bringing us into a right 
relationship with God. That on our own we are fallen and we can’t get up. On our own we are man or 
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woman overboard in the middle of the ocean and our fate is sealed by our inability to do anything that 
will accomplish our rescue.    
 
And we are clear that this isn’t only our fate but that of every human ever born on this planet.  We are 
incapable of setting ourselves right with the almighty God, the holy perfect in every way God of the 
universe.  
 
This could be a depressing realization, except that it puts all the responsibility for saving us, for setting 
us right with himself, of making all things new on God the only one who can, in Christ accomplish this 
for us and for any other human who won’t refuse. 
 
It is this clear reality that we are all in the same boat with a hopeless future without divine intervention  
that should make us open, not capable in and of ourselves, but open to letting God’s love flow through 
us even to our enemies.  
 
Paul writes beautiful words to the Ephesians.  These are amazing words.  They are the words that need 
to be translated into every pair of waring people groups.   
 
“For Christ himself has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles by making us all one people. He 
has broken down the wall of hostility that used to separate us. ” 
 
Listen! Might it be said For Christ himself has made peace between us Russians and Ukrainians, and has 
broken down the wall of hostility that used to separate us. ” 
 
Might it read. “For Christ himself has made peace between us Americans and Iranians, and has broken 
down the wall of hostility that used to separate us. 
Might we hear it say “For Christ himself has made peace between us Blacks and Whites, and has broken 
down the wall of hostility that used to separate us.. 
Could we even hear it say, “For  Christ himself has made peace between us Republicans and Democrats, 
and has broken down the wall of hostility that used to separate us. 
Does it mean “For Christ himself has made peace between the wealthy and the poor and has broken 
down the wall of hostility that used to separate us.? 
 
It is beyond us to tear down the walls of hostility but Jesus has done it.  
Whoever you put on the other side of the wall Jesus wants to tear down that wall he has.   
 
For the follower of Jesus, for anyone who says “I’m a disciple of Jesus Christ.” There is no one on our 
hate list. 
 
We have to understand the depth of change these words in Galatians were for Paul. He was a member of 
the Sanhedrin.  He was a Rabbi.  He was a Jew.  He loved the soil.  He loved the heritage. He loved the 
Jewish blood that ran in his veins.   He thrilled to the stories of victory.  He was pained by the agonizing 
stories of Jewish defeat.  He loved his country and he loved his people.   
 
The Rabbi’s were know to have this traditional morning prayer, seriously.  To awaken and pray, “I thank 
you that you didn’t make me a Gentile, a slave, or a woman.”   
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Don’t imagine it was a simple easy step for Paul to come to the reality that in Christ there isn’t just not a 
difference, it is in Christ  as if there simply is not the distinction of Jew and Gentile.  
 
Everyone, no matter the titles, the heritage, the position of power or powerlessness, wealth or poverty, 
ignorance or education, we are without hope under the law.  We can never measure up. But Paul 
reminds us that 400 years before the law was given on Sinai the promise was made to Abraham, and 
we’re children, not of the slave woman, but of the free we are Abrahams children of promise.  
 
All distinctions are irrelevant. We are cosmopolitan, one human family, fallen but invited into grace.   
 
And for the follower of Christ, called to love enemies and pray for those who would do us harm, there 
are no, there can be no Jew and Gentile.  
 
There can be no us and them.  There is no place for followers of Jesus to believe they are better because 
they come from a particular place, or that someone else is less valuable because of the place from which 
they come.  
 
Jesus call for us to love our enemies is the great equalizer.  Because of his ethic his call, there are no 
longer neighbors and non-neighbors but only neighbors.  There are no longer natives and foreigners.  
There are only natives.  There are no longer insiders and outsiders.  There are only insiders.  There is no 
longer an us and a them, only an us.  
 
I love Rita Snowden’s story from the war. In France some soldiers with their sergeant brought the body 
of a dead comrade to a French cemetery to have him buried.  The priest told them gently that he was 
required to ask if their comrade had been a baptized adherent to the Roman Catholic Church the owner 
of the cemetery.  They said that they didn’t know, and the priest said that he was very sorry but in that 
case he couldn’t permit burial in his churchyard. So the soldiers took their comrade sadly and buried him 
just outside the fence of the graveyard. The next day they came back to see that the grave was all right 
and to their astonishment could not find it.  Search as they might they could find no trace of the freshly 
dug soil.  As they were about to leave the priest came up and h told them that his heart had been troubled 
because of his refusal to allow their dead comrade to be buried in the churchyard; so, early in the 
morning , he had risen from his bed and with his own hands had moved the fence to include  the boy of 
the soldier who had died for France.   
 
We are all one people, on our own outside the fence, and by Christ’s action alone, brought within.  
There is no Jew nor Gentile in Christ. 
So whoever is the people group, ethnicity, national heritage, privileged person that is most difficult for 
you to love say, “In Christ there is me and them, just us!” 
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