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June 15, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Galatians 3:28  One for All, All for One: No Socioeconomic Distinction, by Andy McDonald 
 
Here we are…back at this same text for the third week.  Why, you might ask?  There are 31,102 verses 
in the Bible why would we use up three sermons on the same verse?  That’s a good question and I think 
the reason is that especially in our world right now the message from this one verse is a message we 
really need to hear. 
 
Tucked into this verse, part of the background and where it sends us as we understand it, while it is 
primarily written to followers of Jesus, there’s something to be learned here for everyone.  But 
especially for followers of Jesus living in an increasingly divided world. 
 
Here it is again in its straight forward message: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 
We discovered a couple of weeks ago that in Christ there are no national or ethnic distinctions…in 
Christ.  There are ethnic and national distinctions in our world and in our culture. But in Christ, because 
of Jesus there are no longer neighbors and non-neighbors but only neighbors.  There are no longer 
nativesand foreigners.  There are only natives. There are no longer insiders and outsiders.  There are 
only insiders. There is no longer an us and them, only an us. That is what is encapsulated in those words, 
“Neither Jew nor Greek.” 
 
Last week we were reminded that when the Gospel is preached equality is added to our lives.  All are 
equal in Christ.  For Christ himself has made peace between us male and female and has broken down 
the wall of hostility that used to separate us and in Christ there are no gender distinctions. 
 
And between these radical concepts of no nationalistic no ethnic distinctions in Christ and no gender 
distinctions in Christ,   Paul says there is no slave and free. This was hardly the case in first century 
Rome. Historians estimate there were like 60 million slaves in the Roman Empire and they made up a 
critical component of Rome’s social and economic structure. And here we have this former Rabbi, this 
church planting, well schooled evangelist Paul saying to the church in Galatia these nearly unbelievable 
words that in Christ there is no slave and free. 
 
Paul spoke to this very issue when he wrote to his friend, what we have as his only surviving personal 
letter.  We call it the book of Philemon. The whole letter is only 25 verses.  You may or may not 
remember the story behind the letter.  
 
Philemon was a member of the church in the town of Colossae and he was the owner of a slave named 
Onesimus who ran away and kept running until he eventually arrived in Rome. It would be great to have 
all the details of the story.  How did he come to know Paul?  What did his journey into the Christian 
faith look like?  It would be fun to have more details.   
 
What we do know is that this runaway slave became a Christian a follower of Jesus and Paul referred to 
him affectionately as “my son.” 
When Onesimus became a follower of Christ he and Paul faced a dilemma about what he should do.   
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An unpunished runaway slave was seen as a threat to the whole Empire. As a result, runaways were 
considered criminals who were punishable by severe measures including death.  So Paul and Onesimus  
must have had some conversations about the pro’s and con’s of his returning to his owner in Colossae.  
 
In his letter to Philemon Paul says that he would like to keep Onesimus with him but that he didn’t want 
to do anything without his friend’s consent.  
 
I love Paul’s well chosen words as he seeks to influence Philemon. 
“Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for 
good—no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a der brother.  He is very dear to me but even 
dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.” 
 
It is likely that this runaway slave didn’t just run but took, stole, from his master to enable him to make 
the journey from Colossae to Rome.  Paul wants to clear that loss up.  He writes, “If h has done you any 
wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me.  I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it 
back—not to mention that you owe me your very self.” 
 
Earlier he made a play on the name Onesimus which means profitable: He writes in vs 11 “Formerly he 
was useless (unprofitable) to you, but now he has become useful (profitable) both to you and me.   
 
Can you imagine what was going through Onesimus mind on the journey back to Colossae carrying this 
letter from Paul.  He may have also delivered the letter to the Colossians and Ephesians as well.  
 
How will Philemon react?  Will he forgive?  Will he punish?  How severely might he punish? The real 
question was has the gospel really penetrated and found root and grown to some maturity in Philemon.  
Had he grasped that in Christ, his own position and now the position of  Onesimus that in Christ they 
were equals, both sinners saved by God’s grace? 
 
There might not be any more distant ends of a spectrum than slave and free. Slavery is horrible. A slave 
was not a person but rather a living tool. A master in the Roman world had absolute power over his 
slaves. They could be beaten, condemned to hard labor and made to work in chains.  The could be 
branded if they were thieves or runaways. And if they proved to be irreclaimable he could crucify them.  
 
Paul knew that slavery was so ingrained in the culture that even to send Onesiums back to the Christian 
Philemon was a considerable risk.  What happened?  The outcome is not recorded in scripture but in AD 
110 Bishop Ignatiius of Antioch wrote a letter to the bishop of  Ephesus, who was a man named 
Onesimus. In Ignatius letter he makes the same play on words Paul did.  May scholars thinkt hat the first 
collection of Pauls letters was made at Ephesus and that Onesimus the bishop there , may have include 
his personal note as a clear demonstration of how Christ can transform and use even a runaway slave. 
 
It seems clear that Paul is speaking into the issue of social standing. A freeman was the essence of 
potential and the slave was a nobody.   
 
Two people walk in the door to church and one is the master and one is the slave and the tendency, the 
pull of all we know from our life experience is to mark the differences.  To not recognize the mutuality 
but instead to treat them with partiality. 
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Apparently this message from Paul didn’t always sink in.  James taught the truth with different words. In 
James 2 begins, “My dear bothers and sisters, how can you claim that you have faith in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people more than others.?  For instance, suppose someone comes 
into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and 
dressed in shabby clothes. If you give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to 
the poor one, “you stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, doesn’t this discrimination show that 
you are guided by wrong motives? 
 
If Paul says in the broad reach between slave and free that they are one in Christ, certainly this removes 
all excuses for playing favorites based on socioeconomic position or place in the community.  
 
There is another angle to this reduction of there being neither slave nor free in Christ.  
 
Jesus Christ has set us free. Paul’s letter to the Galatians is like a declaration of independence from the 
law.  We are no longer under the law we are under grace.  Paul trumpet this freedom and is appalled that 
any follower of Jesus Christ, made an heir of the promise by faith in Jesus, would return to the burden of 
the law.  Galatians 5:1 says, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery….and in vs 6 Paul says that what counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.  
 
While there is neither slave nor free, while we are all one in Christ we are told in Philippians 2 to “Let 
this same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, to have the same attitude Jesus had.  
 
“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a slave, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death on a cross!” 
 
Paul is clear there are no socioeconomic distinctions in Christ. 
The president of the corporation and the lowest paid employee one in Christ.  The richest member of a 
congregation who can bless the kingdom in huge ways financially and the member on public assistance 
are one in Christ and serve together.  
 
The message so goes against our natural bent.  We want privilege. We want the back stage pass.  We  
want to be waved through when everyone else is stopped.  We so naturally and easily go to us and them 
whether it is national and ethnic, or slave and free socioeconomics, or male and female one ups man ship 
in society or relationships, and the call of Jesus Christ is the call he modeled.  The way up is down.   
 
He doesn’t grasp equality with God.  
He humbles himself 
He becomes humanities slave 
He becomes human 
He dies on a cross  
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He taught that he didn’t come to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many 
and he calls us his disciples to follow in his shoes and willingly become the slaves to serve one another 
and the world.  

We are no longer slaves to sin but slaves of righteousness who don’t make distinctions but 
welcome everyone into the kingdom where we are all one in Jesus Christ.  

None of us are natural born children of God.  In fact when any of us begin to believe or act like 
we are royalty by birth there’s a move to separation.  There’s an immediate loss of the “one for all and 
all for one” spirit.  When we think more highly of ourselves than we ought, we want to be special and be 
treated special because we see ourselves as better or worthy.  

This may be more tempting, strangely enough, for people who have been hanging with God for a 
long time rather than the new friend of God.  Those of us who were adopted into God’s family a long 
time ago, we may come to believe that since we have been part of this thing so long, that somehow it is 
more ours, than some newly adopted family member.   

Our attitude, even if never given expression may be, “Oh yea, I’m glad God saved you.  I’m glad 
he extended his friendship to you.  Happy for you to be adopted into the family, but you’ve got to know 
your place.  Your new.  

We may begin to believe that when the will is read that our inheritance should be a little more 
because, after all, we’ve been in the family for a long time.  And if and when this kind of thinking 
invades our minds we have forgotten the gospel.  

Truth is we are all orphans adopted into God’s family.  We are all his children by faith in what 
he has done. It wasn’t our being so precious and cute and adoptable. On our own our lives were a mess.  
And God showed us his kindness and love and he saved us.  Not because of the good things we did, but 
because of his mercy. 

It is so easy to forget.  It is so tempting to think we earned something, o deserve something, that 
we are privileged  differently. 

Paul explained this earlier to the Galatians reminding them of whne Peter came to Antioch. Paul 
opposed him to his face because he was clearly in the wrong.  At first he treated everyone with favor.  
For a while there was no Jew nor Greek, no slave nor free, no male nor female.  All was well and all 
were free in Jesus equal in their knowing they were all rescued by Jesus.  

But then some men came from James and Peter began to pull back and separate himself from the 
Gentiles because he was af raid of htose who belonged to the circumcision group.   Paul called it 
hypocrisy.  Because ALL are saved by faith and NONE are saved by law keeping or Christ died for 
nothing! 

It is good to be with those we share common ground.  There’s nothing like being in foreign 
country and hearing your language spoken. You may be as different as night and day, but that one 
shared language pulls you together.   

Listen, we have that identity with every human ever born on this globe. ALL are orphans with no 
hope of adoption but God in and through Jesus Christ adopts us and so in him all distinctions of rank and 
power of country and tribe, of maleness and femaleness are gone and we are one people redeemed by 
the blood of the lamb.  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, the you are Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise. 
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