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August 17, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Matthew 5:9 The Case for Kindness: Peacemakers by Andy McDonald 
 
In many congregations around the world tomorrow they will engage in a wonderful communal tradition.  At a 
point in the service there will be the passing of peace.  It is sort of a liturgical meet and greet as members 
engage with one another using the words, “The peace of the Lord be with you”  or just  Peace be with you, and 
then in return the words are shared back, “And also with you.” 
 
A greeting of “Peace” a well wishing of peace or shalom was common in Biblical times.  And 50 years ago at 
Woodstock!  At that festifal of music and peace half a century ago it was pretty much reduced to one word, 
Peace.  Peace symbols were on everything from jewelry to Tie die t-shirts to the side of one’s VW van! 
 
But today it isn’t common in our lingo. Rarely do I hear today “Peace brother!” or  “Peace, sister!”   
 
However there is little doubt that we could all use a little more personal peace and no doubt at all  that we could 
use some added peace in our world, in our culture in our communities.  
 
Maybe when you think of “peace” your mind rushes to Jesus on the stormy sea that night using it as a command 
to still the restlessness of the storm as he commands, “Peace, be still.”   And whether it is a stormy sea of water 
or ideas or relationships it may be that some of us have come to think of peace, the Biblical concept of shalom 
as simply the absence of trouble.  
 
If you have lived in a place where there is physical turmoil, riots, war, unrest you certainly would embrace the 
relief that comes with the absence of trouble.  When bullets and bombs  have been constant there is great 
welcome to a cease fire, even if it is only the illusion of peace you take it when you can get it.  
 
There may even come, in the presence of seemingly unending conflict a willingness to compromise in all sorts 
of ways you never imagined.   
 
But the peace about which we talk today, the peace we are encouraged to make that identifies us as children of 
God, while it isn’t just the absence of trouble it is, at the same time, so much more, in fact the journey to 
peacemaking may actually increase trouble at times.  
 
To wish peace, to offer, “peace be with you.” To join the angels who welcomed the coming of Jesus as a baby 
singing “Peace on earth good will to all,” is so much more than simply calling for a cease fire, for the cessation 
of trouble.   
 
This word shalom, peace, holds within its meaning, everything which makes for our highest good.  
 
Even today in the east when shalom, peace is the greeting, the person doesn’t mean that they wish for 
the other person only the absence of evil things the absence of trouble, the true meaning of the wish is 
for them to experience the presence of all good things.  
 
Maybe hidden in the richness of the meaning of this word is the understanding that we can be at peace, in the 
sense of no war, no trouble, and at the same time not be at peace, at peace within. Shalom, may you enjoy all 
the abundance God has for you.  
 
I imagine most of you know what I’m talking about.  Those moments when in our life all is well except that we 
are out of sorts with our ideal. There’s been some slip in ethics, or unkindness towards someone happened, or 
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some personal unresolved conflict.  It’s a beautiful day, the sun is sparkling on the water. Really an idyllic day 
in many ways except something in our inner world needs to be set right.  
 
David had stayed home in his city, a place of peace, instead of going off to war with his troops.  His leisure was 
his curse.  He has Bathsheba brought to him and he indulges in the sin of adultery.  When the season of pleasure 
in the sin is over and he’s sent her home while there is some guilt in his soul he fools himself that he’s gotten 
away with the sin.  But then she sends word that she’s pregnant. Now his guilt manifests itself first in fear.  
Who will find out? How will it hurt his kingdom?  How will it make him look? And the immediate move is 
cover up.  But the plan to bring Uriah home from the front and fool him into thinking this could be his child 
fails.  And now guilt goes to further attempts to bring peace through deadly means and Uriah dies in battle, and 
after a time of mourning David takes Bathsheba as his wife and the cover up seems complete.   
 
But listen to what David writes about this period of deceit, cover up and murder.   
 
“Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the 
Lord does not count against them, and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
 
When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was 
heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.” Psalm 32 selected.  
 
Nathan’s hard task was one of peacemaking.  He tells David the story of the two men in a certain town, one rich 
the other poor.  The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except 
one little ewe lamb he had bought.  He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children.  It shared his food, 
drink from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.  Now a traveler came to the rich 
man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler 
who had come to him. Instead he took the ewe lamb that belong to the poor man and prepared it for the one who 
had come to him.”   
 
David was enraged at the injustice, the trouble that had come to the house and life of the poor man. He raged 
that the rich man deserved to die.  And then Nathan said to David, “You are the man!” 
 
And Nathan’s peacemaking efforts worked. David confessed, I have sinned against the Lord.” 
 
And in that same psalm reflecting on the lack of peace that was his while he kept silent about his sin he writes: 
“Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  I said, I will confess my transgressions 
to the Lord, and you forgave the guilt of my sin.” 
 
Our lives may be going along on a pretty peaceful vain but then the Holy Spirit pulls back a curtain and we get 
a glimpse of something of the evil of sin and its power.  Our conscious is pricked and we recognize some new 
area or an old one that has resurfaced where wrong has had it’s way with us.  And our usual defense is to 
marshall all our will power, all our strength. We get out whatever we think might cleanse us from the grime of 
selfishness, but scrub as hard as we might, and lining up all the will power we might muster we aren’t able to 
make peace with God.  
 
We know we are out of sorts but we can’t bring the ship around.  We want to be at peace, it is what we need.  
The peace that only God’s forgiveness can bring. We can’t buy it, we can’t get smart enough to get it, none of 
our efforts can ever secure it but God gives it to us as a gift.  
 
All we do is receive. Isaiah wrote, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18  Like David we just own our error and it is forgiven.  
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God chooses to remember our sin no more.  He removes it from us as far as the east is from the west.  He casts 
it into the deepest recesses of the ocean.  It is gone by his grace and we are at peace.  
 
Jesus is the great peacemaker. 
Paul writes to the Colossians of the supremacy of Christ: 
He is the image of the invisible God 
The firstborn over all creation 
Creator of all things 
Everything created by him was for him 
He is before all things 
In him all things hold together (He sustains everything) 
He is the head of the body, the church. 
He is the beginning 
He is the firstborn from among the dead 
He has supremacy in everything. 
All the fullness of God dwells in him 
Through him all things are reconciled to God 
He has made peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
 
We are promised that God will keep us in perfect peace as our minds are focused on him.  Barclay writes: 
Perfect peace is the realm of depending not on what we can do for ourselves but on what God has done for  us. 

Paul put it this way: Romans 5:1,  “Therefore since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace 
with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” 

So I want you to hear both the blessing and the call in our text.  It is a huge plank in our case for kindness.  
 
It doesn’t say this exactly but I think we aren’t off base to read it this way.   
 
For me it’s like Jesus says,  Realize what I’ve done for you.  You are at peace with God, at peace with the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  All is well. You have the absence of all the devastating eternal results of 
the troubles of sin. The sea has been calmed. Perfect peace is yours, a gift from me, and now I want you to be 
peace makers in our world. In fact peace makers are blessed and will be called my children. 
 
What will it mean for us to be peacemakers in our world? It seems that when Jesus was leaving and he was 
giving some of his final words to his followers he said.  “Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give you. I don’t’ 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  
 
So much of unrest, so much of the troubles that engulf our world today find their roots in our lusts.  We want 
what we want when we want it.  And we are willing to go to war to get what we want.  And if it isn’t our wants 
it is our fear that we may not get what we want or that we will lose what we think we possess: position, power, 
possession and that fear of loss creates unrest and troubled water in our lives and we go to war to protect what 
we think is ours.  And we stew over what’s happening and we get angry and our lust and fear and anger steal 
our peace. 
 
Jesus is the model peacemaker.  A peace maker is a person who brings about peace, especially by reconciling 
adversaries.  
 
Some times we imagine that if we could just avoid all conflict we could be a peace maker.  Or if those who wish 
things to be better could just be satisfied with the way things are then we could all be at peace. 
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My Grandmother was a wonderful woman.  Kind to a fault.  Willing to take a lesser position  to keep the peace.  
She would put up with ridiculous behavior by us grandchildren because she didn’t want to enter into any 
conflict.  For years my alcoholic grandfather would run roughshod over the family and for the sake of the 
illusion of peace grandma would just take it.  
 
But the absence of conflict isn’t peace in the truest sense of the word.  Peace is to work for everything that 
makes for our highest good.  
 
Jimmy Carter’s book about the Israeli and  Palestinian conflict is title, Peace Not Apartheid.  In that book he 
builds a case that the absence of armed conflict, the absence of war between Israel and Palestine based on racial, 
ethnic, national  discrimination against the Palestinians and the creation of favoritism to the Jews, while there 
might not be war such practices of apartheid is not peace.  
 
If we think about our own lives, harboring a grudge robs us of peace as much as open warfare.  
 
There was a pastor who treated my dad poorly.  There was no question my dad was out spoken and love a good 
religious discussion, which anyone listening might call a religious argument. So in Class time or at Prayer 
Meeting daddy would often not hold back but argue his theological case.   Well when this young pastor came to 
the little church where my parents attended he wanted to get along with all the members.  So, while he agreed 
with my dad’s theology, he sided with those who didn’t want to hear it and who held aberrant theology, and he 
came the house and asked my dad not to participate in the discussion of the lesson.   So, for number of months, 
dad attend church strictly as an observer and not a participant. Then he decided that he would add no 
commentary and would simply interject with a quoted text of scripture of a book.  After sharing a few quotes at 
prayer meeting the pastor again visited dad and asked him to not even share quotes.  Dad thanked him for 
coming, but also told him to never come back to talk about this subject.  The next week t church Daddy stood 
up and made a statement that he was a Seventh-day Adventist would remain one but that he would never darken 
the door of that particular congregation again, and he never did.  
 
Well this pastor eventually came to serve in Florida and for years everytime I’d see him I wouldn’t be peaceful 
and I wanted to tell him off. I thought of what I might say. How I could win the war of words. But then I 
realized that God calls me to be a peacemaker and forgiving others in the same way that God forgave me was 
part of that journey and after forgiving him from my heart. I have peace.   
 
In our world today how are we working as peacemakers?  When we hear wars of words about race, politics, 
economics, opposite solutions to the same problem how are we peacemakers? When we are tempted to vilianize 
based on some soundbite, when we are sure our opposition is wrong,  how might we harmonize difference 
between any two sides without causing either person to “lose?” 
 
How do we not become part of tearing down and trouble, instead build up and peacemaking? 
 
In the final analysis being a peace maker is about working to bring about not just the absence of trouble but all 
of that which makes and supports and enables the highest good.  
 
Jesus modeled for us a willingness to lay down his life for others, for us. And now he calls us to be his body 
doing that same work in our world.  
 
Being peacemakers may not always be very peaceful but that is our calling as his children. 
He invites us to focus our attention on him that he may keep us in perfect peace, and from that place of perfect 
peace we will do all we can to make the world better for our stay in it.  And as part of our case for kindness we 
will be peacemakers in our world.  
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