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October 19, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
John 8:32  Texts We Love to Misuse: The Truth Sets Us Free by Andy McDonald 
 

There are some of you who have resonated with this series.  You’ve really enjoyed our seeking 
to understand these texts in their context, to know what they meant to those who first heard these words. 
And some of you have been just a bit frustrated because while your application of these texts may not 
have exactly matched the contextual meaning, your application still felt right and in fact may actually be 
an okay way of using the text. 

Our hope in this series has been two fold. First to try and bring the contextual meaning from 
ancient writings to our lives today in a way that honors the author’s intent.  But maybe more 
importantly, to teach us that in our individual study of scripture we should seek to understand the 
contextual meaning and then seek to apply that meaning in our contemporary setting.  

Of all our texts in the series, today’s text may be the least abused, because there is such a clear 
truth even when we use it very differently from what Jesus was saying that day.  

Most ofTen we’ve used this text as we’ve tried to get people to come clean.  Just tell the truth.   
The truth being out there will set you free.  

While it may be true, there’s this nagging piece of our humanity that screams back to us, “If I tell 
the truth I’m a goner!  It’s over!  I’ll be in big trouble!”  We let go of truth, we doctor it by either 
shrinking truth or enlarging truth because we fear what will happen if we tell the truth.  

Truth can be scary.  Truth can have consequences.  Successful Hollywood producer Devon 
Franklin at 18 years old went to interview for an internship with Will Smith.  It was one of those 
magical moments when everything just falls into place.  He connected with the the lady in charge of 
hiring.  All of his answers to her questions just rolled off his tongue.  The internship was in the bag.   
And then she asked, “Is there anything else we should know about you before we bring you on board?”  
Devon remembers that moment and the impression that came to him that he should tell the truth about 
his Sabbath practice.  And so, fearful that sharing this truth about himself would end his chance for the 
internship told her, “I don’t work from sundown Friday night until after sunset Saturday night, and if 
that’s a problem I can’t take the internship!”  He didn’t know what would happen but after a long pause 
she said, “No problem we can work around that schedule.”  And for all four years of college at USC he 
interned for Will Smith.  

But it doesn’t always work that way.  Sometimes we tell the truth and we are set free from 
opportunities we’d like to have. Set free from a relationship we would have preferred to pursue. Set free 
from a job we loved. Set free from a circle of friends we valued.  Truth telling may not always set us 
free in the way we wish. 

There’s no doubt that truth tellers have less stressful lives that liars.  Liars need really good 
memories to keep track of the lies so that don’t get caught lying about a lie, or reversing a lie.  Honesty 
really is the best policy.  

And psychologically the truth sets us free.  When we own our errors,  when we are honest about 
weaknesses, or our faults, or our addictions that is the huge first step toward wholeness.   Even our 
openness to the gospel of Jesus is easier when we are honest about our being lost without Jesus.  

The good news is that even when we apply this text in ways that aren’t true to the original 
context there is the reality that the truth does set us free. 

But right now we want to understand what Jesus was saying that day as he taught. 
Our verse is right in the middle of what we know as John chapter 8. 

The chapter opens with one of the most famous stories of Jesus. 
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It was early morning. He had left the temple the night before to spend time with his Father, alone 
in the olive groves. Now refreshed in his spirit he returns in the morning to the temple where he sits and 
begins to teach the people.  He had barely begun when he was interrupted by a group of Pharisees 
dragging with them a terror-stricken woman, whom they claimed to have caught in the very act of 
adultery.  They push her into Jesus’ presence and remind him, “Moses in the law commanded us, that 
such should be stoned. What do you say?” 

Here’s a case of unquestionable violation of one of the ten commandments.   
  This isn’t some social faux pas.   
   The guilt isn’t the breech of some committee’s rule.    
     It isn’t failure to obey some man made policy.  
This is, in that community of believers, unquestionable overt sin. 

The goal of these connivers who set up this whole scam had nothing to do with respect for the 
law, or care for those who sin, but it was all about pitting Jesus’ position his choice  of how to deal with 
this against either scripture or against Rome. Their goal wasn’t defense of God’s law or redemption of 
the fallen but rather entrapment of Jesus. 

Jesus handles the situation. He calls for the one without sin to cast the first stone,  and this 
eventually results in just Jesus and this woman being left alone.  Jesus turns to her and asks, “Where are 
your accusers? Has no one condemned you?”  She looks around and says “No one sir.” And Jesus 
reveals his heart for humanity-sinful, fallen, messed up humanity! He says, “Neither do I condemn you, 
go now and leave your life of sin.”   

Jesus demonstrated that Christian love, even when it comes to sin, is slow to censure ready to 
forgive and encourage, even in the case of sin, how much more in matters of different ways of seeing 
things, different methods, different practices. 

When Jesus resumed his teaching he was in the court of the temple especially connected with the 
Feast of Tabernacles. In the center of this court there were two giant lampstands and during this feast, 
after the evening sacrifice, all the lamps would be lit and were viewable from all over Jerusalem. It was 
a celebration a party a festival to remember the pillar of light that led their ancestors in the wilderness.  

Festive music would fill the evening air and multi-generational dances and chants of celebration 
would take place.   

The morning was still young and the early rays of the sun illuminated the bright marble palaces 
and lit up the gold of the temple walls, And  Jesus pointed to it and said, “I am the light of the world.” 
God and light had always been connected for the people of Israel. God’s creation story began with 
moving from darkness to light. Later John would write, “God is light and in him there is no darkness at 
all!” 1 John 1:5 

When Jesus makes this claim he is declaring himself to be Messiah! And at that same time it is 
an insult to those who saw themselves as the chosen people, the remnant, the specially called of God. 
Jesus didn’t say he was the light of Israel! He didn’t claim to be the light of Judah or Samaria!  He didn’t 
say he was the light of the Pharisee or Sadducee party of Judaism! Not the light of some ethnicity, or 
nationality, or denomination, he is the light of the world. Way back shortly after his birth at his 
dedication Simeon had called Jesus “a light to lighten the Gentiles and Israel.” The Holy Spirit through 
Isaiah spoke of Messiah as a light to the Gentiles. Isaiah 49:6 It was an amazing declaration, “I am the 
light of the world.” 
 
So far in this chapter Jesus restores a woman and challenges the duplicity of the religious leaders, and 
proclaims himself as the light of the WORLD. 
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In verses 13-29 there’s this interesting discourse between the Pharisees and Jesus. They 
challenge Jesus to produce witnesses to support his claims. You claim to be the light of the world but it’s 
just you talking!  Will anyone back you up? Jesus says his Father who sent him is his witness.  And 
Jesus says “I’m, from above and you are from below.  And the amazing thing is the testimony of vs. 30 
that says, “Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.” 

There had to be something about his authenticity.  Something about his authority.  He makes the 
claim to be the light of the world and just shortly before his light had shown on the deceived woman. 

And now with this context we come to John 8:31&32 
“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you abide in my word, then you are really my 
disciples; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

The religious leaders, the ones running the whole Jewish religious machine, the ones who sat in 
the highest religious councils were offended.  

I don’t know if the offence caused the delusions or if their self-centered, self-focused religious 
perspective made it inevitable. 
All their hope, all their identity, all their security was in their religious tradition and spiritual heritage, 
today we might say their denomination.  

They said amazing words: “We are descendent of Abraham. We have never been enslaved to 
anyone on earth. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

Talk about delusion: Under Roman occupation at that very moment.  Had they forgotten the 70 
years of exile.  It was the feast of Tabernacles celebrating escape from Egypt where the whole nation is 
one of slaves to Pharaoh. 

Maybe it was this Pharisaical delusional thinking that Paul remembered when he counseled the 
Romans to not think more highly of themselves than they ought.  

You see, heritage is a great thing.  To remember those who came before.  To celebrate founders 
and pioneers.  But even if our history is as grand as Israel’s deliverance from Egypt our confidence 
cannot lie in our heritage.  

To their delusions of never having been enslaved Jesus pulls back the curtain to reveal that he’s 
not talking about Egypt or Babylon or Rome.  

In the theme that the truth will set us free, Jesus says.  “I tell you the truth.  Everyone who sins is 
a slave to sin.”  We know that’s true. We know how sin has captured us and put us in slavery.  We know 
how easily that can happen.  Within each of us lies the urge to be in charge of ourselves, to call the 
shots, to be our own diminutive god. We know the reality that sin is like quicksand. Just one step in and 
we begin to be held captive by the sin.  

Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  So if the son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.  I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you 
have no room for my word.  I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what 
you have heard from your father.”  “Abraham is our father,” they declared.  

But I wonder whether Abraham was their father or their idol?  That which might be a blessing, 
the heritage of Abraham, they may have idolized.  It’s easy to do: some important proud moment, God 
speaks, something is birthed to serve the world and rather than using the blessing to serve the “special” 
identity becomes an idol to preserve. 

Jesus denied that these Jewish leaders were children of Abraham. 
Jesus said, “No I don’t think so. If you were Abraham’s children then you would do what he did, you’d 
follow his good example. Instead, you are determined to kill me because I told you the truth I head from 
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God.  Abraham wouldn’t do a thing like that.  No, you are obeying your real father when you act that 
way.” 

Now they come after Jesus.  “We are not illegitimate children!”  The implication is clear.  We 
aren’t illegitimate children – Like YOU! The only father we have is God himself!” 

Jesus comes right back: “If God were your Father you would love me, because I have come to 
you from God.  I am not here on my own, but he sent me. Why can’t you understand what I am saying! 
It is because you are unable to do so!  For you are the children of your father the  Devil, and you love to 
do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning and has always hated the truth.  There 
is no truth in him.  When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
So when I tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe me.” 

Jesus is the truth, and when we know Jesus who is the truth we are set free.  Nothing is forced.  
There is no coercion no compulsion in the work of redemption.  No external force is employed.  Under 
the influence of the Spirit of God, we are free to choose whom we will serve. And when we desire to be 
set free from sin and call out to Jesus, he who is the way and the truth and the life will make us free. 

“No outward observances can take the place of simple faith and entire renunciation of self. But 
no one can empty themselves of self. We can only consent for Christ to accomplish the work. Then the 
language of the soul will be, Lord, take my heart; for I cannot give it. It is (Your) property. Keep it pure, 
for I cannot keep it for (you). Save me in spite of myself, my weak, un-Christlike self. Mold me, fashion 
me, raise me into a pure and holy atmosphere, where the rich current of (your) love can flow 
through (me). 

“And if the son makes you free you are free indeed.”  And “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus sets us free from the law of sin and death.  Romans 8:2 

Holding on to an idol even something good turned into an idol, something even like an idolized 
denomination, will cause those who hold anything that is valued as God should be, to be offended in 
their self-righteousness by the truth.   

Regardless of push back truth must stand. Truth that in Christ there is no Jew nor Greek, slave 
nor free persons, no male or female but that we are all one in Christ.  The truth that God’s call on the life 
of any person cannot be diminished by human misconceptions and by any lording over. Truth that God 
has called us not to be served but to serve. 

The reality is that in Jesus the truth sets us free.   
Here is what I know to be the truth that sets us free. 
 
God created a beautiful and perfect world. 
Sin, wishing to be our own little gods, messed things up. 
The sin problem was and is something humans are incapable of fixing 
God in Christ set things right, reconciled everything to God 
The Holy Spirit is pour out on us by God to put desire in our heart and awaken us to spiritual matters. 
We live in the freedom of knowing God is our savior 
We wrestle with evil until the great consummation of the ages 
Jesus is coming again 
Sin will be no more 
And we really will live happily ever after 
ALL BECAUSE OF JESUS! And you shall know the truth, know Jesus, and Jesus who is the truth will 
set you free. 
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