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June 8, 2019 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
2 Corinthians 4:15  Grace-Gratitude-Generosity by Andy McDonald 
 
All across America, even in these contentious times, people will travel all across our nations to gather with their 
families to celebrate an amazing holiday- Thanksgiving.  
 
Around tables where prayers of thanksgiving are most often skipped, people will speak words of gratitude.  
Minds will be busy thinking, remembering that for which we might give thanks. 
 
In light of this amazing holiday, today’s message is about gratitude.  We will consider the best roots, the best 
foundation, the best motivation for gratitude, and then where does that gratitude lead.  What is the natural 
outgrowth of our gratitude? How does a grateful heart affect the way we live our lives? 
 
When grace is extended to us part of its amazing nature is that it can only be received. 
 
We go to a restaurant, look at a menu, and place our order. Grace can’t be ordered. We are not in control of 
grace, it is simply part of God’s nature and it comes to us, and in our more wise and humble moments we 
receive, we welcome, we bask in grace. 
 
The truth is that while we may bask in grace, we’d like more of a part, a larger role, in this cosmic movie of 
God saving the world.  But it’s not to be.  There are roles for us in post-production.  There are opportunities to 
tell others our story and love them in such a way that they will be wise and humble enough to receive and 
welcome grace in their lives.  
 
But in the arena of “Saving Grace,” the grace God uses to bring us into his kingdom our role is zero. Grace isn’t 
99.9999999999 God’s it is 100%  God’s Grace.  Our role, a little embarrassing, is that of a corpse.  Corpses are 
really not part of the activity of life.  There is no valid self-help course for a corpse. 
 
In one of the most famous passages about grace I was struck this week by our uselessness, helplessness, and the 
ineffective part we play.  
 
Listen carefully to radical words written to the believers in Ephesus. 
 
“But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very much, that even while WE WERE DEAD because of our 
sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is ONLY by God’s special favor [GRACE] that 
you have been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated with him in the 
heavenly realms—all because we are one with Christ Jesus.” 
 
And so God can always point to us as examples of the incredible wealth of his favor and kindness, (his grace) 
towards us., as shown in all he has done for us through Christ Jesus.  
 
Paul is writing this from prison.  He’s writing about God’s grace, his favor and kindness, and how we’ve been 
raised from the dead and are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms!  Whatever else grace does, it changes 
our perspective… no matter what comes our way, no matter the circumstances of our lives, no matter how bad 
we may imagine life to be, the reality is that we were dead and God has made us alive in Christ.  
 
Sure, we may live in a wicked world but because of God’s grace, we know we are citizens of heaven. 
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Paul continues writing to the Ephesians: “God saved you by his special favor…you can’t take credit for this; it 
is a gift from God. Salvation isn’t a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.  
For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us anew in Christ Jesus.” 
 
A while back I preached a sermon title, “Salvation Is the Work of the Savior Not the Saved.” In every case 
where a rescue is needed, people overboard in the ocean, trapped in the depths of mine, pinned beneath a 
wrecked car the saving of that person is not their work but that of the savior, the rescuer.  God through his 
servant Paul pushes that reality, the reality that “Salvation is the work of the savior not the saved” over the edge.  
 
He says it’s not just rescue its resurrection. Not just CPR we were flat-lined already in the morgue. Apart from 
Jesus we are dead.   It is hard to get more helpless than dead.  We aren’t just fallen and can’t get up, apart from 
the Grace of God through  Jesus Christ we aren’t just disabled from helping with our rescue, we need to be 
brought back to life.  
 
And it is only by God’s special favor, his grace, that you have been saved. 
 
The infant with mental and physical problems asleep in a crib in an orphanage cannot contribute to the grace of 
the adoptive parent.  And we aren’t just crippled orphans, Paul said we were dead and God raised us from the 
dead along with Christ. 
 
We want so badly to have a little part.  We want some credit for believing.  We want a pat on the back for our 
confession.  We still want to be our own little god’s and play a part.  And listen carefully and let it sink in our 
inflated minds…our part in the salvation story, when God tells it, is he turned dead bones to life.  He, by his 
grace alone, with no help from us, brings us to life in Jesus Christ.  
 
Like the little prayer I shared from Christ’s Object Lessons a month or so ago, Take my heart for I cannot give 
it.  Keep it pure for I cannot keep it for you.  Save me in spite of myself, my weak unchristlike self. Mold me 
fashion  me raise me in to a pure and holy atmosphere where the rich current of your love may flow through 
me.” 
 
And when this dawns on us this gift that is none of our doing.  When we let our minds grasp all that it is 
possible for humans to grasp in this story.  When GRACE flows into our lives and we welcome and receive that 
for which we are totally not responsible, and with that GRACE comes all of everything good for all eternity.   
There erupts within us a great day of Thanksgiving.  
 
Unlike those pilgrims it isn’t about surviving a year in a new land.  It isn’t about gratitude for how to plant corn 
and grow pumpkins.  It isn’t thanksgiving for making it.  It is a heart of gratitude for God’s work for and in us.  
A sour ungrateful Christian is an oxymoron. You have to catch the irony.  What Paul is writing brings a smile of 
joy and gratitude to his face, even writing from prison! 
 
Our circumstances cannot be allowed to dictate the level of our gratitude.  God saved you.  While we were dead 
in our sin he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead.  It is ONLY by God’s grace that you have been 
saved! 
 
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices. 
 
There are occasions, and this week as everyone around us is giving thanks, it might be one of those times for us, 
when we are not filled with gratitude!  How can that be? Our fallen human nature is plagued with the mystery 
of iniquity.   That mystery that a perfect creature, flawless from the hand of the creator God, in a perfect 
environment, surrounded by the very presence of God, how did sin rise up in Lucifer that leading angel?  But it 
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did. It is the mystery of iniquity.  And the root of that sin was that he wanted God’s place. He wanted to call the 
shots.  He wanted first place.  
 
And this sin problem still plagues us.  Satan used it to bring about humanities fall.  Eat the fruit and become like 
God. You deserve to be in charge.  This is so ingrained in us that it even affects our salvation story.  We often 
just aren’t satisfied to let salvation be the work of the savior and not ours. We want some hand in our salvation. 
And when we believe that, when we succumb to believe that some tiny part is our accomplishment the seed is 
planted that will rob our lives of gratitude. 
 
Let it go.  Salvation is always the work of the savior not the saved. 
It is true. Believe it.  And let that amazing reality of amazing grace flow into you and fill every doubtful corner 
and be glad and be filled with gratitude you have been raised from the dead, adopted, rescued, saved, set right, 
reconciled. Learn to live in the space of gratitude. 
 
VIDEO (Below is the transcript of the narration https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4115qFsdWKQ 
Do you think this is just another day in your life? It's not just another day. It's the one day that is given to you: today. It's 
given to you. It's a gift. It's the only gift that you have right now. And the only appropriate response is gratefulness. If 
you do nothing else but to cultivate that response to the great gift that this unique day is, if you learn to respond as if it 
were the first day in your life and the very last day, then you will have spent this day very well.  

Begin by opening your eyes and be surprised that you have eyes you can open, that incredible array of colors that is 
constantly offered to us for our pure enjoyment. Look at the sky. We so rarely look at the sky. We so rarely note how 
different it is from moment to moment, with clouds coming and going. We just think of the weather, and even with the 
weather, we don't think of all the many nuances of weather. We just think of "good weather" and "bad weather." This 
day, right now, has unique weather, maybe a kind that will never exactly, in that form, come again. The formation of 
clouds in the sky will never be the same as it is right now. Open your eyes. Look at that.  

Look at the faces of people whom you meet. Each one has an incredible story behind their face, a story that you could 
never fully fathom, not only their own story, but the story of their ancestors. We all go back so far, and in this present 
moment, on this day, all the people you meet, all that life from generations and from so many places all over the 
world flows together and meets you here, like a life-giving water, if you only open your heart and drink.  

Open your heart to the incredible gifts that civilization gives to us. You flip a switch, and there is electric light. You 
turn a faucet, and there is warm water and cold water, and drinkable water. It's a gift that millions and millions in the 
world will never experience.  

So these are just a few of an enormous number of gifts to which we can open your heart. And so I wish you that you 
will open your heart to all these blessings, and let them flow through you, that everyone whom you will meet on this 
day will be blessed by you, just by your eyes, by your smile, by your touch, just by your presence. Let the gratefulness 
overflow into blessing all around you.  

And then, it will really be a good day.”  (Video ends) 

As followers of Jesus Christ we are to recognize the great gift of God’s grace to us and our lives are to be filled with 
gratitude.  And knowing that everything we have we have received, we may imagine our accomplishments and the 
blessings we enjoy to be the work of our hand but the reality is that all we have has been received. Grace has flowed to 
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us, the unmerited, unearned, undeserved, unachieved grace flows to us and we are grateful and now we are called to be 
conduits, channels, conductors of grace into the lives of others by our generosity.  

Some of you saw the title of todays message, Grace, Gratitude and Generosity, and may have imagined a sermon on 
stewardship.  When preachers talk about generosity it is often linked with economic giving.  Here we are just before the 
“giving” season. Maybe you were expecting a year end call to generosity with your giving to the church.  I’m not 
against that at all but the generosity about which I’m thinking is more like passing on to others the grace we have 
received. 

While my heart is filled with gratitude, especially in this  Thanksgiving season, it is simultaneously saddened by the 
lack of generosity in our current culture.  There have been seasons, and as a nation we have a rich heritage of some 
great seasons of generosity.  

I long for us as citizens of this world, this nation, this state right down to our community to be more generous with each 
other. It may include a hand out to a panhandler, but it is more.  It is about how we treat people.  What we assume 
about another who is maybe from a different culture, different heritage, different faith, maybe just different part of this 
country.  A person who sees things differently from me.   

How different could our world be if we just began to be generous in our assumptions about each other?  Someone 
looks at us, just glances our way, do we generously assume good? If someone treats us badly do we rush to generously 
find reasons or want the whole story or do we assume the worst? 

What would it look like if in the halls of our government partisanship was replaced by generosity towards the other side 
of the aisle? 

Synonyms of generosity are words like kindness, bigheartedness, openhanded, bounteous, charity. And the antonyms 
of generosity are miserliness and meanness. 

If we believe we have accomplished, we have earned, we have worked, we have achieved, what we have and who we 
are then it is relatively easy to judge others as unworthy, to see them as wrong, lazy or wicked.  And we move to 
judgement, miserliness and meanness towards them.  

On the other hand, if we can own the reality that all we have we have been given.  That we were dead, no good to 
ourselves or anyone else.  God in his loving favor his great mercy and kindness that is his grace, he saved us and now 
gratitude fills our hearts.  And then we can want good things for even those who seek our harm.  

The truth is we, the entire human family, are God’s children. There’s not a person you will see, no one with whom you 
make even the most fleeting eye contact, that doesn’t matter to God. Each one infinitely valuable to him. Each one God 
loves like no other.  And you stand in a very special place.  You really do.   You have heard the good news.  You have 
been brought to life by God’s grace, and your heart is filled to overflowing with gratitude for grace.  And now the 
generosity of God extended to you, you want to let flow through you that you may extend that same generosity that 
same grace to every other child of God.  And as a way of saying thank you for all God has done for you, to be generous 
with all your all your sisters and brothers in our God’s human family.  
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