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January 4, 2020 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church Romans 8:1-4 God and Your Whole 
Life: Whole Life Values  by Andy McDonald 
 

Changing our name from Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church to WholeLife Seventh-
day Adventist Church isn’t a change of our mission, strategy, values, metrics, or vision.   Part of the 
reason for this series “God and Your Whole Life” is to build the linkage of who we are with the new 
name we’ve chosen.  I want us to see how that new name matches seamlessly who we are as a local 
church.  I want us to grasp that the meaning of the new name is wrapped up in what we bring to it.  

Two weeks ago I reminded us of our mission: Loving people into a lifelong friendship with God. 
That the way God is seen and known in our world today is by our loving people. And if we want to 
know what loving people looks like we just turn to the love chapter in 1 Corinthians 13 and we can 
simply stand by that description  and let our love or claims to loving be measured and coached by Paul’s 
amazing description of love. And this isn’t something we turn off and on but God’s call is for us to be 
engaged in whole life loving.  

Last week we were reminded of our strategy for staying on mission and fulfilling our vision.  It 
is a whole life strategy.  No matter where we are or what we are doing we can be engaged in a strategy 
of connecting with people, demonstrate compassion, meet people’s needs, which will win their 
confidence, and then we can invite them to join us in following Jesus.    

This was Jesus strategy.  It is the only one that will bring true success in reaching people.  So we 
have abandoned more tradition evangelism, we’ve abandoned any notion that evangelism is the work of 
some professional evangelist.  We have adopted Jesus strategy of quietly connecting with people, being 
interested in their good or demonstrating compassion, meeting needs, winning confidence  and inviting 
people to join us in following Jesus.  

Today we are exploring our Whole Life Values. What lies behind all we do.  What are our 
motives?  What values push us forward? 

Sometimes in counseling a couple getting ready for marriage two people come together and are 
attracted to each other because they are so different, you know the old saying opposites attract.  But 
most often there are many similarities.  There’s a shared vision of life, of what they seek in life, shared 
values.  Once in a while a couple will come who are so much the male and female version of the same 
person that we joke about being so much alike that one of them isn’t needed!  It’s never actually true 
because no matter how similar, there are always plenty of differences to be managed because even when 
we seem very very similar each individual is unique.  

We don’t have to seek to be different and unique from each other because the reality is that each 
one of the billions of people on our planet is a unique, one of a kind person.   

Eugene Peterson said it so well: “In the life of faith each person discovers all the elements of a 
unique and original adventure.  We are prevented from following in one another’s footsteps and are 
called to an incomparable association with Christ. The Bible makes it clear that every time there is a 
story of faith, it is completely original.  God’s creative genius is endless. He never, fatigued and unable 
to maintain the rigors of creativity, resorts to mass-producing copies.” 
   It always is painful for me to watch a young person trying to sort of find themselves—to see 
them sort of proverbially trying on other’s clothes to see what fits them.  Often the need for acceptance 
and belonging push them to imagine it is unique to be like those in some group.  And sometimes those 
groups absorb and mask the unique wonderfully unique person who hesitates to be themselves.  
 None of us have to work to be unique we simply have to work sometimes to be ourselves, to be 
our unique selves in the world. 
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And just as this is true of us as individuals the same is true of a church family.  When God calls 
together a group of people as a local church that combination of people, and their practice of a life of 
faith together, creates a culture that is unique to that place and group. As each congregation wrestles 
through identifying their mission, strategy, how they will measure success, their values, the why behind 
what they do, and their vision of their future as a church, a unique culture is formed.   

You may remember last April we engaged in what we called “The Identity Project.”  Meeting 
with various classes and groups we sought to better understand our culture.  

It is sort of tricky to look at culture because we are so wrapped up in it, it is so much a part of 
who we are and how we operate that we may not be consciously aware.  Like the kid talking to his fish 
asking what’s it like to live in the water.  And the fish asks, “What is water?” 

This is the beauty and comfort that comes with a culture. And it is a risk.  It is why Paul writes to 
the Romans  Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold. Or don’t copy the behavior and customs of 
this world but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.  Don’t let the 
culture of the world just become your culture.  God has better plans for you! 

In our conversations about or culture our identity, the facilitators 5th question was, “What one-
word best sums-up or reflects how you would identify the unique characteristics of this church?” When I 
read through those words I was pleased how much our first value was evidenced, how that value has 
influenced our culture here.  
  In 2009 our church hired Easum, Bandy, and Tennybritton consultants to come take a look at our 
church and give us their counsel.  One of the things they told us is that having 15 identified values were 
too many. So we created some headings we felt would be inclusive of all of our values and reduced them 
to four. 

The first of the four seems like four on its own.  But we  believe these words should so much go 
together that it really makes up one value, our richest value. “Love-Acceptance-Forgiveness-Grace” 

When we did our identity conversation asking for that one word I could see in the answers the 
impact of this value. Words like Freedom, Acceptance, Inclusiveness, Embracing, Welcoming, Fun, 
Whole, Loving, Open 

This four worded value of love acceptance forgiveness and grace is the why behind so much of 
what we do and who we are.  

Why do we want to love people into a lifelong friendship with God? Because we’ve experienced 
his love acceptance forgiveness and grace and we want others to experience that from us and to come to 
receive this from God and live in that embracing, welcoming, fun, whole, loving freedom!  

Why do we spend large amounts of money on children and children’s ministry because of our 
guiding core value of love acceptance forgiveness and grace.  

It is this four worded value that makes us a place of freedom, openness and inclusiveness.   It is 
those four words and understanding how they speak of God’s actions towards us that cause me to say 
that here at WholeLife SDA Church we want to exclude whoever Jesus would exclude. We want to not 
love the one he would stop loving, we want to hold a grudge and not forgive the one to whom he would 
do the same.  We want to withhold grace from whomever he would withhold it.   And because he 
doesn’t withhold his love acceptance forgiveness and grace from anyone neither will we.  

Will this push our envelop? Yes.  Are there people for whom it will be hard for us to love accept 
to forgive and to extend grace?  But just because our sinful prejudices against some person comes into 
play is the reason it is paramount to have this four worded value behind us to support and hold us up and 
push us forward to be like Jesus. 

We don’t just value love acceptance forgiveness and grace, I hope we value it more and more. 
While doctrines are important, and beliefs make a difference, Jesus said the whole law was summed up 
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in love to God and love to people.  He said that the world, the people who are not actively following 
Jesus, will recognize us as followers by how we love and that also means – love acceptance forgiveness 
and grace. 

This value works itself out in many ways. I love hearing one of our members recall how this 
value expressed in concrete ways, was how we became their church.  25 or 30 years ago this member’s 
first Sabbath here, there was a baby dedication.  It was the dedication of the baby of a single mom who 
had never been married.  He told me he remembered thinking at the time that this was a very loving, 
accepting, forgiving, grace filled action.  He said he knew this was his church when he came back the 
next week or two and the same story was being repeated. 

This is our culture now.  Some may not be comfortable with it but we are clear that as recipients 
of God’s generosity we must be dispensers of that same generosity to all of God’s sinful children, that’s 
us. That in a very real sense we are just beggars telling other beggars where to find the bread of heaven. 

This value means we want to be kind and gracious even when we disagree or are hurt. 
Sometimes we mess up and aren’t that way but we try and honestly be real and open about our good 
moments and bad.  We just want to be real.  We prefer loving you, accepting you, forgiving you, 
extending grace to you with your warts and all rather than you or us pretending to not have those warts.  
Love acceptance forgiveness and grace help to anchor us in being real and authentic. 

I’m a sinner saved by grace and you are sinner saved by grace so we will be gracious to all!  This 
is why we can value a wide spectrum of religious thought.  We don’t have to all agree. The spiritual life 
is a journey not an arrival point and because we value love acceptance forgiveness and grace we 
recognize we are all at different points on the journey and we are okay with a wide spectrum.  When we 
encounter heresy among us we will only deal with it in harmony with our value of love acceptance 
forgiveness and grace.  

I hope that you take this first value so seriously for yourself and for this church family that when 
any of us sees even a microscopic departure from it, that we will call one another to accountability. 

Our second whole life value is the Bible.  
As part of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination we agree that the Bible is our only rule of faith and 
practice. It is the standard. It is the norm by which we judge all other faith teaching.  I love that our 
denomination’s preamble to the official statement of beliefs says that because the bible is our only rule 
of faith and practice that as we come to greater or new understandings of the bible our beliefs may be 
altered. 

Part of having the Bible as one of our values means that we must not become too parochial. It is 
in that book that Jesus talks about sheep he has that aren’t part of “this sheep group”!  It says that all 
who accept and believe in Jesus are part of his “body” and so we seek to work in harmony, rather than 
competition, with our fellow Christians of other denominations.  We believe we can accomplish more 
for the kingdom together than we can alone. 

And while we may come to impassable disagreements about passages of scripture we will find 
unity with all followers of Jesus on three points: Jesus is the Savior, He calls us to love, There is a 
glorious future.  We will hold to the message of the Bible as a whole and not destroy or be destroyed by 
what a verse here or there says.  We will seek to read all the verses with the whole of God’s story in 
mind. 

Part of having the Bible as one of our values influences our taste in sermons.  We want Biblical 
sermons that bring the teachings of the bible into intersection with current contemporary life.  

Our third value is Worship. Not just our services of worship, but of living lives that are an 
offering of worship.  Paul wrote to the Romans that we are to offer our bodies, our whole selves as 
living sacrifices of worship to our God. 
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Our values influence each other too.  It is God’s love acceptance forgiveness and grace towards 

us that inspires our worship.  While worship is for those who have recognized God’s grace towards them 
we work to make our worship services here easy for a pre-Christian to engage without awkwardness.   

So we don’t just value worship we value worship that connects with life in our contemporary 
culture.  It is our value of worship of giving God honor and praise that lead us to seeking creative music 
and artistic expressions.  It is our heart for worship, this value, that causes us to work hard to make this 
building, this room this place a well kept place because the quality of this place keeping it nice says we 
want to honor the God we come here to worship. 

Our fourth value is participation.  We want to all be participating in our mission.   
Whether you were here early this morning in the huddle because you are participating as an usher, 
helping with offering, or greeting, or hosting today’s service, or maybe you will be loving kids in a class 
this morning, or engaged in music, or technology we value everyone finding their place of participation 
their place service. 

This value makes it clear that a non-mission driven, non-attending, non-serving, non-giving 
“member” is an oxymoron.  For this church we want an ever enlarging culture of participation.  

These are our four values, Love-Acceptance-Forgiveness-Grace, The Bible, Worship, and 
Participation. These values provide the answer to WHY?  They are our motives, our values. 

When Jesus came to our earth he had a single value that answered the why of all he did.  From 
the incarnation as a baby in Bethlehem, to all those years in the carpenter, from his baptism to the 
crucifixion.  Behind all his miracles, and teachings there was a value that answered the question Why?  

In John 6:38 Jesus said, “For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the 
will of him who sent me. 

Why do we do what we do here? Why did we adopt our mission? Why is our strategy important?  
Why do we use our measures of success? Why do we seek Vision fulfillment?  Because of our values.  
We value love-acceptance-forgiveness-grace, the Bible, Worship and Participation these are our 
WholeLife Values. 
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