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February 1, 2020 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Mark 10:42-45 God and Your Whole Life: Whole Life Vision by Andy McDonald 
 

Last Saturday afternoon we went for a ride around the Lake Apopka North Shore Nature Drive. It was 
an amazingly beautiful day.  We had friends along for good conversation and we saw lots of birds and 28 large 
alligators sunning themselves. By the time we got home it was already dark and when we called our dogs in 
from the backyard Belle didn’t come. She has become obsessed with escaping. So I walked the fence line and 
sure enough there was a new place where she’d dug under the fence.  While I’m still looking Vicki checked her 
phone and there was a message from a neighbor that they had Belle! Normally we’d just keep the dogs in for the 
night and the next day on Sunday I’d go to work on trying to thwart her escape efforts. I’d already buried 
fencing along the bottom of the wooden fence to make it difficult to think about digging through.  The problem 
was that I had a flight at 6:06 am to meetings in California.  So I needed to be at the airport at 4 ish and I 
couldn’t leave town without mitigating the problem. So after a trip to Home Depot for some supplies I gathered 
up anything I had around the back yard -  boards, logs, old fencing etc and just lay them along the fence line.  
Then I drove stakes in the ground all along the fence line a couple of feet back from the fence and then tied 
heavy duty string down low and up high, stake to stake to just make it harder for Belle to get good leverage for 
digging. My efforts were successful. She didn’t get out while I was gone. 

Walls or fences are primarily built to keep animals and people either in or out.  Most of the walled cities 
of olden days were built for security, to keep invaders, those who would wish to pillage or destroy out and act as 
protection for those within.   In some instances a fort was constructed with special walls to make it extra 
difficult to enter and when danger was eminent citizens would run to the fort, the walled place to find safety 
from the barbarians or in the early settling of this country, the Indians.   

David Frye reveals in his new book, Walls: A History of Civilization in Blood and Brick, the idea of 
constructing barriers to keep others out—or to keep people in—is as ancient as human civilization. In an 
interview Frye said about ancient times: “There were two different lifestyles developing: a lifestyle of the people 
I call wallers, who are workers who build things and identify themselves by their civilian occupations. They 
sought to secure themselves by building structures that would protect them even when they were sleeping at 
night. Outside the walls, you have a very different sort of society, people accustom to the dangers of living in an 
un-walled world. Non-wallers were peoples we generally refer to historically as barbarians, like the Huns, the 
Goths, or the Mongols. They were viewed with fear by the wall-builders.” 

In our culture today in America we have opted to not build walls around our cities to protect us from the 
non-wall builders, those elements of society we find dangerous. Instead we build prison walls to keep them 
gathered in, separated from society at large. Today our land of the free and home of the brave has the highest 
incarceration rate in the world. Statistics from 2017 show we have 655 people in jail for every 100,000 
population.  Compare this to Germany with only 77 per 100,000 or Sweden with only 59 per 100,000 or India 
with only 33 per 100,000.   

But even with our horribly huge incarceration rates we still don’t feel safe and as a nation we are still 
“forting up”.  We see it in the proliferation of gated neighborhoods, homes with security fences, hedges, guard 
dogs, armed to defend and stand our ground.  

Walls can keep some in and others out. One of the most famous lines of the 20th century was in Ronald 
Regan’s speech at the Brandenburg Gate. Mr. Gorbachev tear down that wall.  The Berlin wall was about 
keeping East Germans in East Germany. Earlier in President Regan’s speech he challenged President Gorbachev 
If you seek peace, if you seek prosperity, if you seek liberalization to come and open the gate. And then he 
stated that famous line.  Tear down this wall.  

As followers of Christ we should be clear that one of our roles is reducing divisions, tearing down walls.   
Our calling is to make peace, to bring warring factions into one peaceful people.  Paul writes about Jesus to the 
Ephesians 2:14  “He has broken down the wall of hostility that used to separate us.” To the Colossians he wrote 
that, “God was pleased to live in Christ, and by him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with 
everything in heaven and on earth by means of his blood on the cross.   

Too often in the Christian church, those claming to be followers of Jesus, have been wall builders 
spiritually.  Maybe not intentionally but we have built walls, philosophically, religiously, spiritually, and even 
physically to exclude on the one hand and to hold within the pure and holy on the other.  
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Within our own denomination in North America the predominant reason for building the walls that 
make up our school buildings was, and in most places still is, to protect our children from what we call “the 
world.” 

In contrast Jesus leaves the safety of the walls of heaven and comes incarnate to our world because God 
so loved the world that he sent his one and only to save it. Jesus sends us into the world to demonstrate and 
declare his love and, whether school or church, too often we have huddled for safety in fear of corrupting 
influences, behind our walls physical, social, dietary, educational, recreational, organizational. We even are 
guilty of sometimes calling people not part of our fellowship, not just who they are but as non-us. Here at our 
church we have been awakened to the God displeasing mindset of separatism, to the notion of walling people 
either in to hold them captive by the church, or walling people out to protect us from them.   

Our whole life vision is to be a church without walls. Of course this building has walls they hold up the 
roof, they differentiate out of doors from indoors.  That’s really important here in Florida because for a bunch of 
the year we can then adjust the temperature more comfortably. 

This first part of our vision is simply saying that we don’t wish to exclude, keep out any who are 
seeking God, and that we are not just the church when we assemble within these walls but that each of us is an 
ambassador for the Body of Christ 24/7.  We are called to be the church in the world not in the building. While 
we may huddle for a fraction of our week the vast majority of our time is to be spent running plays on the field 
called the world.  Too much time or too much emphasis on huddles inhibits the whole purpose of huddling! 

Our vision is to be a church without walls.   I don’t know what spiritual, psychological, mental, 
theological, attitudinal walls you and I have built but I say to you Miss, Mrs., Mr. Church “Tear down those 
walls!” Our security is not in walls of separation; our security is in Jesus Christ. God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit is our protection.  His perfect love for us is to cast out all our fear.  We can live on the open range with no 
fortress walls because he is our defender.  We cast all our cares on him because he cares for us.  

But being a church without walls is only the first part of our vision, of the reality we wish for and seek 
to see become our actuality.  The last half of this vision defines our life in the world.  The vision isn’t for some 
of us to do this, some of the time. 

Listen our vision,  ‘To be a church without walls fully engaged. That word fully represents two 
aspirations. The first meaning of fully here would mean all of us are engaged.  This isn’t just for a andful of 
leaders, or teachers or staff or pastors. No one is left out.  Fully, Completely, Wholly, In totality! Our Vision is 
all of us all in, fully engaged in serving the people of our community.  

In this series of sermons, we’ve talked about our mission of loving people into a lifelong friendship with 
God. And hopefully you’ll remember that loving people equals serving people. 

Going back for a second to the importance of the symbolism of being without walls.  We are inclusive, 
no one is shut out.  And maybe the most amazing thing is that without walls there’s no time when we aren’t the 
church, there’s no wall to hide behind, and so we are fully engaged in serving the people.  

If you saw it maybe you remember it too.  If not, the picture is not hard to imagine.  Barney Fife deputy 
to Andy Taylor in Mayberry is convinced that Andy saved his life and he is desperate to show his gratitude. He 
wants to serve Andy and in trying to pay him back, and Barney’s serving becomes terribly obnoxious. In my 
memory Andy cleverly solves the problem. He arranges the circumstance so it looks like Barney saves his life 
so they are even and he can get Barney off his back. 

When we think about being a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community it is really, really important that when we are serving people it be in ways, large or small that the 
person finds helpful and meaningful, and we may discover those areas by asking those we wish to serve 
questions like: What do you need? How can I be of help? I was thinking about doing such and such would that 
be helpful? We won’t always have to ask sometimes it’s very obvious, but we must be sure to be serving in 
ways that are actually helpful and more about those we serve than about us. 

Don’t over spiritualize this serving. If I’m broken down by the road or out of gas, I’m not looking for 
some spiritual deeply meaningful engagement. I just want gas for my car and for it to work again!  When 
someone helps me with my groceries I don’t need a sermonette to go with the service of your helping me.  
Selfless Service is so incredible and amazing in our current culture, you can just let it stand on its own. 

I’m more and more convinced that the one thing that Jesus calls us to is the one thing we try to get out 
of and that is SERVICE!  We’d much rather hold a symposium on belief.   We’d much rather go home after 
church and eat with friends and talk about what we believe, and what others might believe, and what each side 
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of the isle believe.  It is more appealing to sit and debate who is my neighbor I’m to love as myself, than it is to 
get off our duffs and go SERVE! In Jesus’ great parable of the good Samaritan, what made him be called good 
wasn’t his belief but his action.   

There’s something we must get straight if we are to fulfill our calling, to be on point with our vision of 
serving the people of our community. There is a belief behind all of our action. Without absolute clarity of this 
belief we might serve and it might look like we are serving others, but without this belief much of our service 
will likely be very self-serving.  So hear me clearly. We are free to serve without reservation because we know 
we HAVE BEEN saved by the redeeming work of Jesus.  We are not serving to get brownie points with God.  
We are not serving because our serving contributes to our salvation.  We are serving because he first served us.  
We are loving because he first loved us, and He, our God in Christ has served and loved the world so completely 
that he has reconciled everything in heaven and earth to himself.  Our inheritance was death and misery from 
our family of origin in the family tree of Adam.  But just as in Adam we were doomed now through and in and 
because of the one man Jesus Christ we have been born of God into a new family, eternity is ours, and in that 
assurance we are free to serve. From the security of our lifelong friendship with God we are enabled to invite 
others into that friendship, to be the church without walls, fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community.  

So who are “the people of our community?” What do we mean by “people of our community?  Where 
you are sitting right now in this building is a very unique place on the map.  We are in the 32804 zip code which 
places us in what is called College Park. But just across the street is 32803 known as Colonial Town these are 
both in Orlando. Only a few blocks down Orange Ave and we bump into 32789 the edge of Winter Park. Is this 
who we are talking about when we say “serving the people of our community?”  We certainly wouldn’t exclude 
the people in those three zip codes from the phrase our community.  It may include them but so many more. 

Here’s how I think we want to define the phrase “our community”. My community, your community are 
the people in your sphere of influence.  All the people who come under your influence.  At its center core would 
be your family.   

When we start talking about this vision to be a church without walls serving the people of our 
community it is important to start with those closest to us.  Those people you call family.  Our vision includes 
husbands serving their wives and wives serving their husbands.  Parents serving their children and children 
serving their parents.  Siblings serving each other.  You can build all those family linkages.  Listen, if there are 
people in your family that you won’t speak to no less consider becoming their servant, you need to put your 
energies there before you go serving other people in your community.  

Maybe horrible things happened in your family.  Whether or not forgiveness is accepted and 
relationships are renewed, it is in your best interest for mental and spiritual health to forgive.  In some very 
dangerous situations there may need to be distance for physical, emotional, psychological safety while at the 
same time you can extend forgiveness, you can forgive. 

We serve the people of our community, and that closest circle is certainly part of our community.  It 
then reaches out beyond family to friends, to those we spend our days with at school or work, and eventually we 
open our mind to our community being anyone anywhere anytime with whom we come in contact and they fall 
under our influence.  

It isn’t rocket science to figure out what we do.  Our vision isn’t to be a church without walls fully 
engaged in getting the people of our community to think like us, to have to believe like us, to be fixed to our 
liking.  NO! our vision is to be the church everywhere hiding behind no walls in self-protection, but instead to 
fully engage in serving. It isn’t about us fixing people, that might happen, but our vision is to be serving the 
people of our community.  That is why today was a Do Something Sabbath.   And some of you took advantage 
of opportunities and went out into our community and served people.  Others of you each week come here and 
serve in some capacity the people who come to worship.   

I so believe in our vision and so want it to become reality, that we will be a church without walls fully 
engaged in serving the people of our community, that if that’s not your vision for you and what you wish for 
church to be, that it will be in your best interest and this church’s best interest for you to find a church with 
vision you can adopt.   
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If you are looking for a Holy Huddle and you wish for church to be all about the huddle don’t frustrate 
yourself by being part of this church family because we are less about the huddle and more about running plays 
of serving the people of our community. 
 If you wish to be served rather than to serve this won’t be a comfortable community for you.  

I believe that one of the very best ways we can serve the people of our community is to reveal to them 
what Jesus has already done for them that they might live in the freedom of that knowledge and join in 
following Jesus and loving which means serving people.  

Over these first five weeks of 2020 we’ve revisited how we seek to be good stewards of God’s grace to 
us. God and your whole life.  

Our whole life mission—Loving people into a lifelong friendship with God. 
 Our whole life strategy is to connect with people, demonstrate compassion, meet needs, win their 
confidence and invite them to join with us in following Jesus.  
 Our whole life values, the why behind all we do: Love-Acceptance-Forgiveness-Grace, the Bible, 
Worship, and Participation 

Our whole life metrics, what evidence will measure success, Engaged in Mission, Attend Worship 
Regularly, Volunteer and Support Financially 

And then supported and framed by that Mission, Strategy, Values, and Metrics we work together to see 
our Vision become reality as we become a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our 
community.  Are you all in? Is this going to be your plan? Are you all in? Today are you willing to say Yes this 
is where I will invest my whole life? I don’t need to know but you need to make a decision.   

In just a moment we are going to sing a great old hymn. And if you are all in with what you’ve heard 
over these last 5 weeks I invite you to sing this song as a petitioning prayer and a full commitment to be all in.  
 
Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.  
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in endless praise. 
Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
Take my voice and let me sing, Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee. 
Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Prayer: Take our hearts Oh Lord for we cannot give them.  Keep them pure for we cannot keep them for you. 
Thank you for saving us in spite of our weak un-Christ like selves. Now please raise us into a pure and holy 
atmosphere where the rich current of your love can flow through us and make us amazing stewards of your 
amazing grace. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 
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