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February 8, 2020 Florida Hospital Seventh-day Adventist Church 
2 Peter 1:20-21 Great Question: Is the Bible meant to speak to my culture today? By Andy McDonald 
 

Is the Bible meant to speak to my culture today? It all depends! Last week when I first read this 
question I jokingly said “yes” and that now people could skip this week!  With a little more reflection 
and reading I’ve shifted my response to “It depends!”  

Why do we want to know?  We might want to know if the Bible is meant to speak to my culture 
today so that if the answer is yes we can join those who print scripture on placards, not the most hopeful 
or comforting texts, usually more judgmental or condemning texts and picket the world. Call them to 
account. Nail those suckers to the wall with a pointed and direct text from the Bible! 

We might want to know if the Bible is meant to speak to our culture today so we can confirm our 
position on things.  If it is meant to do that then we sort of outline our position on everything from order 
to chaos, from left leaning to right leaning politics, from science to religion and then scour the Bible to 
find texts to support our thinking and validate the reality that the Bible is obviously meant to speak to 
our culture today, and look how affirming it is of my biases.  
 Or the motivation behind the question might be a desire to simply have an answer source.  If the 
Bible is authoritative source, and if it is meant to speak to our culture today, then all I have to do is 
determine what it says and therein lies the answers to all questions. Sort of the Bible as the book of 
answers and who doesn’t want to know the answer. 

If the Bible is meant to speak to our culture today, it is only by speaking into the lives of those of 
us who live in today’s culture. I’m afraid the question, is the bible meant to speak to our culture today or 
is the bible relevant today, or can we believe the ancient bible for our contemporary world, may not be 
genuine questions but simply excuses to avoid the bible. 

The answer for today’s question is yes. Yes the bible is meant to speak to our culture today but it 
can’t speak if we don’t listen and the way we listen is by reading it.   

Hiking a path in the darkness can be a dangerous expedition.  It reminds me of something the 
Bible mentions about the blind leading the blind. One of you was telling me recently about an elderly 
couple.  She didn’t drive, never had, and he was nearly blind, and so he would get behind the wheel and 
she would talk constantly giving him directions to slow down speed up a little left a little right, start 
stopping, Stop, go, and that is how they still had the ability to go and do. Frightening!  It would only be 
worse if they were both blind! Hiking a path in the dark is no safer if you have a flashlight but you never 
switch it on.  So no matter how valid it may be that scripture, the bible is meant to speak to our culture 
today, like a flashlight in our hand on a pitch black night, it is meant to light our way, to illumine our 
path but only if its light is accessed.   

Maybe some of you remember singing the words from our scripture. They were the KJV “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” I believe the Bible is meant to speak to our 
culture today but the only way that can happen is if we open our minds to it and then open the pages, 
switch on the flashlight of God’s word, and read it.  

I hope you won’t hear it as a cop out in seeking an answer  to the question is the Bible meant to 
speak to our culture today, to advise you to just give it a try. Obviously I believe it does.  Each week I 
study it’s words, pour over meanings, compare what it says in one place with what it says in another and 
try as I stand here on Sabbath morning to build those linkages between ancient writings and current 
living.  

There is no doubt in my mind that God exists. And I believe there are four major ways he has 
chosen and is choosing to reveal himself.  Recognize that the distance between us as finite creatures, 
sure made in his image, but there is this human blindness to the divine without the divine choosing to 
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reveal itself to us.  Our imaginations might have or might not have imagined God so it is very good that 
God has chosen to pull back the curtain of infinity, of the divine perfection, of the all-knowing, all-
powerful divinity, and like a parent with young children playing hide and seek, has given himself away, 
“Here I am!” Because he doesn’t want to be hidden.  He doesn’t want to be separated from his children, 
from you and from me.  

So God has given himself away revealed himself to us. First in his created universe.  The 
creation calls for and cries out for a creator. Paul writes to the Romans in chapter 1 verse 20 of his letter 
to them: “From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God 
made. They can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature.” Poetically the 
psalmist wrote: “The heavens tell of the glory of god. The skies display his marvelous craftsmanship.” 
Psalm 19:1  I recently finished reading the new updated version of Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, by 
Dr. Paul Brand and Phillip Yancey, and I was astounded at the revelation of God to me to us in our very 
bodies. Irreducible complexity is the idea that certain biological systems cannot evolve by successive 
small modifications to pre-existing functional systems through natural selection: that such processes 
would demand a complexity beyond complexity.  

While many scientists reject the notion of irreducible complexity, more and more are joining, 
even on the fringes, the notion of some kind of intelligent design in our universe. All of this to say that 
the first way God reveals himself to our culture today is still through the world of nature.  
 Most of us have the privilege of growing up in families.  In our culture today we know what it 
means when we talk of a mother’s love or father practicing sacrificial love.  There is in family systems 
at their best moments, a revelation of God’s love for his human family.  

The Bible claims to be an authentic revelation of God.  Peter writes,  “Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophets themselves, or because they 
wanted to prophesy. It was the Holy Spirit who moved the prophets to speak from God.” 2 Peter 1:20 
NLT 2 Timothy 3:16 reads like this: “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is 
true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is 
right.” And Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is full of living power. It is sharper than the 
sharpest knife, cutting deep into our innermost thoughts & desires. It exposes us for what we really are.” 

Is the Bible meant to speak to our culture today?  Yes and the reason we may wish to wonder or 
question that, is because of what it does. When we flip the switch on by actually reading its words, the 
Bible lights up things and reveals what’s really there in us!  

When the child is sure there’s some monster lurking in the dark under their bed, and mom or dad 
come in and turn on the light or bring a flashlight and shine it in the empty space fears can be relieved.  
But light can also reveal frightening things.   We can let our imaginations create illusions about 
ourselves, and how okay we are.  But the Bible claims that it will shine bright light into the corners of 
our lives, it will reveal hidden places that need cleaning up.  It will expose us for what we are.   And so 
my life might be much more superficially comfortable  if I can come to believe that the Bible was for 
another time, another ancient people, and isn’t meant to speak to my culture today.   

God wishes to reveal himself to us and he does that through nature, through our family systems, 
through the Bible, and of course our clearest, most accurate reveal of God to us is his coming incarnate 
in Jesus Christ and demonstrating what God is like. 

Thinking about scriptures and the study of scriptures Jesus had to correct a misunderstanding that 
the church leaders of his day had about studying scripture. He said, “You search the Scriptures because 
you believe they give you eternal life.  But the Scriptures point to me!” Bibleolatry.  Worshiping the 
sacred writings.  He’s saying, everything you are about in your study and application of scripture is not 
an end in itself, they are all written to point to me, to my coming as your savior, your lord, your king. 
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Is the Bible meant to speak to our culture today?  Yes, but not as an end in themselves, but as a 
revelation of Jesus Christ.  To point us, to direct us, to lead u, to drive us to Jesus Christ, the one who is 
above all.  

The bible speaks to us today.  It is God’s story.   From its opening pages to its final words, in 
every encounter, in the stories within God’s story, there is one message we hear from God.  It was 
relevant, it was meant to speak to every preceding culture and we need its assurance in our current 
culture.  The message we hear is God saying “I am with you!” Over and over and over God reveals that 
he is with people: with Abraham, with Moses, with Esther, with David, with Isaiah and Jeremiah and 
Amos and Micah and Haggai and Malachi, with Mary, with Peter, with James and John, with Paul and 
Barnabus, with Priscilla and Aquila, with Lydia, Timothy, Epaphroditus, Phoebe, and innumerable 
others illustrating how God is with us and what it looks like when we are  with God, how this works out 
in the human story.  

Open your Bible.  Go to your favorite part.  If you don’t have a favorite maybe start with the 
Gospel According to John.  And don’t just read the words.  Look for God’s promise, for evidence of his 
saying to you, “I am with you.” That’s his promise, that’s his commitment.   There’s no escaping the 
omnipresent God.  He is with you.   

That’s why David wrote Psalm 139.  He wasn’t writing about an obnoxious inescapable God to 
be avoided. He was reveling in the reality that the almighty, the one above whom there is no other.  The 
all powerful, all knowing, all generous, all gracious, the very seat of love is with us. He writes: O Lord 
you have examined my heart and know everything about me.  You know when I sit down or stand up. 
You know my every thought…you chart my path…tell me where to stop and rest.  Every moment you 
know where I am even when I haven’t posted where I am on facebook!  You know what I’m going to 
say before I say it. You both precede and follow me.  I can’t escape your presence.  If I go up to heaven 
or down to the place of the dead, ride the wings of the morning, dwell by the farthest ocean, even in the 
darkness I cannot hide from you…you know all about me…you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
How precious are your thoughts about me, O God! 

I thought that maybe at some point I wouldn’t want to be with my kids, but that is fallacy for me.  
I relish being with my kids.  Even when I’m not physically in their presence I am with them in spirit. 
And now my love has expanded and I ache to be with the grandkids.  And all of that is from my flawed 
humanity and love that is incomplete.  And the Bible says that the infinite God of the universe who is 
the very definition of love wishes above all to be with you. Read the Bible hearing that refrain, I am with 
you! And in every story in every line hear God’s question, “Will you be with me.” 

I obviously believe the answer is yes.  The Bible is meant to speak to our culture today, and it 
can only speak to us if we listen to it, and the way we listen to the Bible is to read it.  So, before I 
conclude I want to coach you a little in how you might let the Bible speak to you. 

First keep in mind that it is always God saying “I am with you” and asking in hidden and direct 
ways, “Will you be with me?” 

Next read it to be transformed by it not just to know its information. Heads filled with Biblical 
facts even full of memory verses can be ideal or less so based on why you want to know these things.  
The whole point is that being with God, the one who is committed to being with you, is to transform you 
and me into the very image of Jesus Christ.  

Recognize when you read the Bible and come to some understanding that the point isn’t so much 
about being “right” or different but it is meant to make you better, it is to bring you into conversation 
and debate about ideas and never to make you mean spirited to another human to whom God is equally 
saying, “I am with you,” and to whom the question comes, “Will you be with me.” 
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Whatever Biblical beliefs you come to whether those are 27, 28, 29 or 5 basic beliefs hold your 
interpretations of scripture humbly.  Maybe hold them in an open hand rather than in a squeezed tight 
fist.   

As Rachel Held Evans said so well.  While the Bible’s revelation of truth is inerrant, I’m not!  
Hold your interpretation of God’s revelation with a humble open hand.  In our faith tradition this is 
really important because we believe in progressive revelation.  Leviticus 24:20 we find the lex talionis 
or law of revenge… fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth… and to us it sounds so barbaric 
and mean.  But it was, in that culture, a reduction of the escalation of revenge.  Cultures around Israel 
were about hitting back a little harder than you were hit.  You hit me once I hit you twice. You even 
accidentally knock out the tooth of my son.  I come kill yours. It was a new law to limit revenge.  It 
wasn’t untrue.  It wasn’t a bad thing  to limit revenge.  But then Jesus comes and in the developmental 
scripture, in the reality of progressive revelation states: You have heard it said, Eye for eye  tooth for 
tooth but I say to you turn the other cheek.  

So be aware that your understanding today, even of God’s word, may not be your understanding 
tomorrow, so humbly hold your interpretations. 

Read large chunks of the bible as it was written. There may be need to jump around sometimes 
but normally ideally read a book or at least a chapter or section.  The purpose isn’t to get through the 
bible but to lodge the bible in you, to let it seep in and do its transforming work.  

Please don’t read and study the bible to form sides and draw lines of division or to club each 
other with the word.  It is meant to transform us into faithful servants. I heard a preacher/evangelist one 
time who was angry at being questioned and he told the one challenging him to sit down before, and 
these were his words, “Before I shred you to pieces with the word of God.”  The Bible will convict and 
it is a sword that cuts but let’s let the word do that and not us.  

Most of the Bible is story. A description of what took place,  and we are sometimes guilty of 
taking the descriptive and making it prescriptive. 

When Jesus sends out the 70 and instructs them to not take any provision, to stay in one place in 
each town, to dust the town’s dust from their shoes as they leave if there’s been no response to their 
preaching.  All of that is descriptive and isn’t a prescription of how all missionaries are to work. There 
may be principles to be gleaned but it is not a prescription.  Don’t turn descriptions into prescriptions. 

There are some really obtuse difficult to understand parts of scripture, and there are some really 
clear more easily understood parts of the Bible.  I think of a friend who’s doctoral work was about a 
certain chapter in scripture and after doing much research, study in original languages, reading 
commentary after commentary, and writing a whole book about it, the conclusion was it could mean this 
or that we just don’t know!  LISTEN, spend 95%  of your time in that which is relatively easily 
understood and only about 5% or less of your time in the more difficult  passages.  Immersion in the 
difficult can be a means of escaping  from letting the Bible do its transformative work in us.  

And finally don’t claim “the Bible says” using a verse that hung out there by itself may be in the 
Bible but that verse must as all verses must be interpreted in light of the overall message of scripture that 
God is love and all who love are born of God.  That Jesus is our savior. All verses must be seen in light 
of the whole.  

So, “Is the Bible meant to speak to our culture today?”  The answer is yes and that only happens 
when we read it, and it happens best when on every page we hear God promising “I am with you” and 
asking “Will you be with me?”  And then in that context we will hear  a word from the lord speaking 
even to our culture today.   
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