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April 25,  2020 WholeLife Seventh-day Adventist Church, 2800 N Orange Ave Orlando, FL 32804  
Colossians 1:15-23 Paul’s Letter to the Colossians Orlandonians: Jesus Christ is Supreme  by Andy 
McDonald 
 

There are moments in our lives, experiences, times we live through, events that change the 
trajectory of history.   

We were not yet imagined in any human mind when Patrick Henry stood before the Second 
Virginia Convention, March 23, 1775 and gave his amazing speech ending with, “give me liberty or 
give me death,” words that changed the trajectory of history. 

When on September 22, 1862 Abraham Lincoln issued the presidential executive order we know 
as the Emancipation Proclamation which would come into effect January 1, 1863, it changed the legal 
status of some 3.5 million people in our country from slave to free and it changed the trajectory of 
history.  

In May of 1945 Germany surrendered later in September Japan surrendered and WWII was 
ended and the trajectory of history changed.  

The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 and the collapse of the world trade center’s twin 
towers changed our world and the trajectory of history.  

I listened to a thoughtful commentator recently who said that our  current world pandemic will 
serve as one of those change points of the trajectory of history.  That for many years we will think of the 
world before and after this experience.  

In my conversations I hear talk about not knowing what the changes will be but sure we will 
experience seismic shifts in education, healthcare, business, and unquestionably church.   

Right now, caught in the middle of it, not knowing the full outcome, the implications for our 
lives, the affect on our economy, the pain and suffering both the pandemic itself causes and the resulting 
affects in its wake there are many many unknowns. And uncertainty is unsettling.  Especially for those 
who like things to stay the same unknown coming change may be a little terrifying.   

I have some good news. In the middle of this pandemic I believe it is providential that today, at 
this unsettled moment we come to one of the premier passages in all of scripture.  Months ago we laid 
out sermon series, and when we do this we pray for wisdom and guidance and we didn’t know what was 
coming but God did and I believe he led in selecting this series and that today’s passage is for us right 
here right now.  

Last week we pulled back the curtain just a bit to understand a potential pitfall that was raising 
its ugly head in Colossae.  Without a bunch of explanation basically what was creeping into the church 
was this notion that Jesus was great, he had done great things, he is the savior of the world the Messiah 
with a great gift for us humans but while very good and all, just not quite enough.  Not all sufficient. 

We may look down on such thinking but this heresy is very alive and well today.  There seems to 
be something about our prideful human nature that we don’t want to be totally needy and then have total 
perfection given to us, we want to earn just a small piece of our right standing with God.  Last week we 
recognized that to add anything to the totally full bucket of Jesus work on our behalf is to slosh some 
Jesus out of the bucket.  Anything we attempt to add diminishes Jesus, and as Jeff so well pointed out in 
our podcast this week, it also diminishes the God and Jesus we hold up for others to see! 

So after nice words about praying for the Colossians, Paul clarifies beyond misunderstanding the 
supremacy of Jesus Christ.  

Vs. 15 “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.” 
 Here is a window into every story of God in all of scripture.  Jesus is EXACTLY like the Father and the 
Father is EXACTLY like the SON. 
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Read Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the story of Jesus on this earth, read that story over and 
over and over and then determine that whatever others’ have said about God must be brought in line 
with Jesus, this changes how we read, understand, or are terribly confused by some of the bible stories.   

“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth.  
He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and 
authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. He existed before 
anything else, and he holds all creation together.” 

This is written like a legal document to remove all loopholes.  What Paul is saying is that 
whatever role the physical world plays, whatever role the angelic world plays, whatever role some 
divine emanation might play in the story, they are all subservient to the supremacy of Christ.  

We pick up our passage in vs 18 “Christ is also head of the church, which is his body.  He is the 
beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 

Listen. Do better than listening to these two verses get out your bible and memorize them.  And 
you could ad vs. 21 & 22 to 19 and 20. 

The word grace isn’t here.  But this is the amazing grace the astounding action of God to set all 
the universe right, not some day at the glorious second coming but NOW DONE, when Paul writes this 
reconciliation of all things has been accomplished through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the 
Christ, it has been done.  

“For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled 
everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s 
blood on the cross.” 

The world we live in has been in huge messes throughout history. Wars, tribalism, humanity’s 
inhumanity towards itself, terrible horrible atrocities, but they don’t affect the reality that God has 
reconciled, set right, brought into balance, reunited, and resolved the disequilibrium the set against-ness 
that sin brought.  All things all people, animals and atoms (as Eugen Peterson paraphrases it)  All 
reconciled to God in Jesus Christ.  

It is like Paul can hear some of the Colossians asking, really?  God does this? We don’t 
contribute? Vs 21 This includes you who were once far away from God.  You were his enemies, 
separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions yet now he has reconciled you to himself through 
the death of Christ in his physical body.   

Paul is saying of course it includes you!  God has reconciled all things to himself through 
Christ’s work. Getting right with God isn’t your work, IN CHRIST you are right with God because quite 
apart from anything you did, do, or will do God through Christ reconciled all things to himself.  

Middle of vs 22: “As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and 
blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.” 

The only way to stand before the absolutely perfect and holy God is to be absolutely perfect and 
holy and so God says that’s who you are because of Christ, IN CHRIST PERFECT! 

Now you don’t have to accept this amazing gift of absolute perfection.  We don’t have to choose 
to believe this truth.  But unless we drift away from this assurance it is ours. 

Once this has settle at all into our brains and we’ve come to believe its reality it makes no sense 
to wish to even mentally journey back to  a time when we had no hope or stupidly put any of our hope in 
us and our performance our obedience.  
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Our world has, is and will change from the Covid-19 Pandemic. But is not going to affect this 
truth this reality. Life is going to get more complex.  There may be some very hard days ahead but 
because of what the Bible says “The best is yet to be.” 

The fullest joy is not to stay with the way we were, or the way we are, but to trust that the best is 
yet to be! There is a tendency when days are bad or difficult or trying to want to go back to the way 
things were, or at least were in our imagination.   

John Claypool put it like this: “The future is where God is preparing for us the next stage of our 
fulfillment, and therefore we are to lean into the future, we are to face it, we are to believe with all our 
hearts that eye has not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered the imagination of humans what the 
ingenious one has yet to give us in the future. 

There is ever with us, and maybe especially in times of crisis, the temptation between wanting to 
go back to the nostalgia of the good old days believing that the highest and best days lie behind us.   

How hard it is to believe the best is yet to be, that the place out there in the future that God is 
preparing  is our place of greater joy.   

The way it is going to be, according to the Biblical vision, is always better than the way it is or 
the way it was.” 

Gordon Cosby was asked one time to talk to the children of his church about what the Bible 
teaches us about life. He took the task seriously and prepared well and when he stood up before the 
children he made two basic assumptions out of the Biblical Vision.    First of all, he said,  the Bible 
teaches us that life gets better and better as it goes along.  It is better to be an infant than a fetus. It is 
better to be a child than an infant.  It is better to be an adolescent than a child. It is better to be an adult 
than an adolescent.  There is an opening out, an increasing of possibilities, life gets better and better as 
you go along.   

The Bible also teaches us, he says, that life gets harder and harder as it goes along.  It is harder to 
be an infant than a fetus.  Harder to be child than an infant. Harder to be an adolescent than a child.  
Harder to be an adult than an adolescent. In other words, the increased perplexities of life are there at the 
same time with increased possibility! 

He told the children, it is important to keep the sequence of what I just suggested in tact.  If you 
begin with the notion that life gets harder and harder, if you focus on the reality that the demands of life 
inevitably increase, that has a way of crushing us and discouraging us—And that’s the temptation to 
want to go back to where it was simpler and easier.  But remember, he said, the first word is the word of 
hope, life gets better and better as we go along and believing that is where we get the courage to cope 
with the increasing complexities.  

Life does get better and better even it also gets harder and harder.  For the follower of Jesus we 
even come to the grave and testify that this is not the end but something better awaits.   

I don’t know about you but for me these verses in the middle of the first chapter of an old letter 
to people in Colossae strengthen me to believe with confidence that God’s best for me, though a 
demanding and complex reality is still better.  

I invite us to live in the reality that God meets us out of the future not the past.  To trust his 
promise that he has reconciled.  Let it strengthen us as we face the real temptation, especially in times 
like we are going through right now, to collapse in the face of the present and the future and want to 
escape back into the past and live in the nostalgia that God exhausted his creativity long ago and the 
future is nothing but bleak—That is not so! The future is where the highest and best is yet to be found.  

All of our stories in the Bible are stories from the past.  It is from the history of all those times 
that we learn about the way God works and how humans behave toward God and what God does about 
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all of that, and even our verses today from that first century letter that anchor us in God’s reconciling 
work are words from the past.   

We may come to the place where we only think about God in the past tense. You know the God 
who created.  Now that was a long time ago. Sure when we read that story we learn things about God, 
not the least of which is that he is a creative God.   

We read Job’s story and we learn about the hidden war between good and evil.  We are inspired 
reading about Gideon recognize God doesn’t need a majority.  At Christmas we here the angel talk to 
Mary reminding her that with God nothing is impossible.   We can pack all the miracles of Jesus 
together and it is obvious that God was at work at one time in the past.   
Even the early church miraculous jail breaks demonstrate his power.  
I love the Bible story of Joseph. We look back and we can smile because we know the end of the story 
from our vantage point beyond where he stood at the moment our perspective allows looking back in 
time with the story told so we know the end.  

But all through that story whether Joseph could hear God’s call or was deaf to it, God was 
always calling from the future, not the past. He didn’t indulge Joseph advising him, “Remember how 
good you had it at home?  You should have never left?  You shouldn’t have gone to see your brothers. 
Way before that you should have been more humble about your dreams. No looking back to shame. You 
should have handled that coat from your dad differently.   

 No, the God of scripture the God we discover in our Bibles ALWAYS invites, always calls to 
the future.  Nostalgia longing for the way it was demonstrates a fear factor not a faith factor. 

I don’t know how this pandemic will influence the life of local churches. But here’s what I do 
know it won’t alter our mission. Even right now in the middle of this mess we can be about loving 
people into a lifelong friendship with God.  

Our mission isn’t about having the biggest congregation, or the nicest building, or the best put 
together worship service.  Our mission is about others who need to be loved so well that they can step 
into a lifelong friendship with God. And we will trust God to maintain that friendship.   

That mission doesn’t demand the privilege of assembling together for corporate worship.  Can 
that be helpful and meaningful yes, but only as it supports and doesn’t get in the way of mission.  

Is it possible that the way we’ve all come to practice what we call church has been encumbered 
with attachments that demand so much of our energy and focus and time that little is left to engage in 
our mission?  As we face whatever the future brings are we willing to sacrifice some of our comfortable 
tradition for the sake of the call to mission? 

Our vision is to be a church without walls and the pandemic has certainly helped us along there, 
a church without walls fully engaged in serving the people of our community. The future whatever it 
will be, will accommodate both our mission and vision because of who God is and what he has done 
reconciling all things to himself we can handle today because we are clear that the future is where the 
highest and best is yet to be found and that what God wants to give us is better than anything he’s given 
us in the past.  And because of who he is not who we are, and because of what he has done not what we 
have done, are doing, or will do we can trust even right now the best is not behind us, the best is yet to 
come! 
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